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0^ tb« sppearmnce of a swond edition of this work an ez- 
pLmation U due to the public, but particularly to those sub- 
■oibers to the 6rsl edition, who, convinced of its utilitv, have 
pren their patrocui^ a second time. Ha\Tiig at considerable 
bbour collected from erery attninnbU source, an immense 
uMition of Tery curious infonnation, together with the oc- 
ouTences which have taken place since the publication of the 
first, rendered a second edition necessary. 

To Datives, residents, and others interested, the utility of a 
work of this kind must be obvious, as the most retentive me- 
mories, after a laspe of time, will be found defective, and, in 
raniequence, many circumstances of peculiar local interest 
hate been partially forgotten, if not buried in oblivion. 

This district having long been the seat of the Romans who 
built the mighty wall, extending acros.t the kingdom from sea 
to sea, antiquities of a peculiarly interesting character are 
constantly being discovered. To the Romans succeeded the 
Sixons and Danes, who visited this district with merciless 
faDdty,pIundering and murdering the inhabitant s,andburning 
A|:Havd edifices; then came the neighbouring Scots, who, 
^Hrcry inroad, dealt fire and sword with unsparing hands, 
vUdi conspired to provoke many memorable and sanguinary 
inflicts. These, with every other remarkable event, from the 
bnt historians, periodical Journals, MSS., private information 
wd personal research, are faithfully given in detail, so that the 
*ork may be considered as a chronological history of the dis- 
trict, from the earliest period to the present time. 



This publicalion, whicli ia entirely re-written, lias beei^| 
I considerable time in the press, which was in some meaflurt 

, occasioned by an overflow of work in tlie office wherein it 

[ has been printed : and a long and severe indisposition under 

I which I laboured, added to its tardiness, but us it is now 

before the public, I iiope it will give every satisfaction, having 
spared neither toil, trouble, nor expense to render it so. 

The first edition was so well received, that the whole impres- 
sion (limited as all local publications necessarily are) was soon 
dis)K)sedof: tliis, together with the flattering approval of several 
literary gentlemen, who urged the necessity of a second edition, 
induced me to attempt it, and as I have done my best, I 
I leave its merits to a candid and discerning public, being per- 

fectly satisfied that if it shall be found that much is omitted, 
it cannot be forgotten that much is likewise performed. 

I am led to believe that this is the only work of the kind, 
confined to a particular portion of the kingdom. It is true 
I that there are attached to some local histories, brief details 

[ of memorable events. Sec, but these will be found to be very 

' limited when compared with the present work, 

k Chronology has always been considered a useful and essen- 

tial help to histor)*, I therefore flatter myself that, to the fu- 
ture local historian, this work will be of no small value, much 
, labour and very minute attention having been bestowed on the 

I collating of paragraphs, the accuracy of dates, and other facts, 

! and inasmuch as the sources from whence the contents are de- 

rived may not then be attainable or in existence. 

It is not my intention again to reprint this work, but my 

design is {should I be spared), to collect and publish at certain 

periods fromthe present time, uniform parts as a continuation. 

I The Right Honourable the Earl of Eldon, late Lord High 

I' Chancellor of Great Britain, being a native of Newcastle, and 

a subscriber to my first edition, and from whom I have ex- 
perienced much kindness (though without any personal know- 
ledgeof his Lordship), induced me when I projected this edition, 
to solicit his Lordship's patronage, which was given in so 



ekmcterutic m mmnner, tluU I cannol resist availing myself 
flf Ikb mum t tim ity of reoofding his Lordship^s reply : 





, if H ii jpovviih to ddbcsie 
toil. Lo^fasIlHivt teesatetat ftOTiBjBativt 
fiKfii^ ofHHriiMfiit 10 it, and mj mmm mmj liTt is 
IUe0vda» wImb it Bigkt otktnriw te wiMtUj 
I am. Sir, witli dot fHptct, 

your otodicBt Swbbi* 
Eldoii.'* 



I hare not language to do justice to this venerable noble- 
man^s splendid talents, and stem and uncompromising integrity 
of cfaanMrter, whose recent familj afflictions I deeply deplore. 

In addition to his Lordship^s patronage, I am proud to ac- 
knoirledge the assistance of the following gentlemen. 

To Robert Surtees, of Mainsforth, Esq. F.S.A., my thanks are 
particulajrly due for the present of a copy of his admirable ** His- 
tofj of Durham,^ and other kind assistance. 

My obligations are also due to Sir Cuthbert Sharp, Knight, 
F.SA., Sunderland, for a copy of his " History of Hartlepool,*" 
▼arious privately printed tracts, and other favours. 

To Robert Henry Allan, of Durham, Esq., F.S.A.,forhisun- 
solicited favours in kindly communicating many valuable par- 
ticulars, and also for his interest in obtaining for me several 
fubscribers, I feel a deep sense of gratitude. 

To the Rev. James Raine, M.A. Rector of Meldon, and 
the Rev. Thomas Ebdon, Durham, my thanks are especially 
due for various valuable paragraphs. 

The particular expression of my thankfulness is likewise 
due to John Hodgson, Esq., of Ebwick House, M. P., for 
Newcastle, for his kind offer of a loan of his invaluable volumes 
of Newspapers, and works from his private library, and other 
farours in furtherance of my work. 

To John Buddie, Esq., of Wallsend, whose prompt assist- 
ance relative to the collieries, I shall ever remember with 
respect. 
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'Die comiiiunicatioii5 of the late N. J. Croise, E§(j., of 
Hull; William Reid Claniiy, Esq., M.D., of Sunderland; 
and Robert Spence, Esq., of North Shields, merit ray parti- 
cular regards. 

The Right Worshipful Archibald Reed, Esq., mayor of 
Newcastle, whenever applied to for information, transmitted 
it with the greatest urbanity and attention, which enhanced 
the obligation. 

The following gentlemen of Newcastle, whose readiness in 
furnishing information for this work, will be pleased to accept 
my warmest acknowledgments : — John Adamson, Esq. F.S.A., 
under sheriff; John Fenwick, Esq.; HenryIngledew,Esq.; Mr. 
John Rawling Wilson ; Mr. RobertOIiver ; Mr. George Tinn, 
surgeon ; Mr. Thomas Bell, land-surveyor; Mr. William Gill 
Thompson ; and Mr.Thomas Sopwith, land surveyor. 

To the late Mr. Richard Fletcher, builder, of Newcastle, 
who died February IStli, 1832, aged 62 years, universally re- 
spected, I owed much obligation, not only for the use of his 
local memoranda, but also for his kind and unceasing solici- 
tude for the success of the present work. Mrs. Fletcli^f and 
family will, therefore, receive this as a proof of my respett to 
the memory of a departed friend. 

Mr. Daniel Turner, of Blagdon ; Mr, Joseph Hunter, 
viewer, Wallbottle ; and Mr. Joseph Ridley, of Hexham, are 
numbered with those to whom I feel greatly indebted. I am 
also obliged to several other gentlemen who have favoured 
me with their assistance. 

The late Isaac Cookson, Esq., of Newcastle, having added 
some curious notes to his copy of the first edition of the Lo- 
cal Records, I have been enabled, through the kindness of his 
son, the late much lamented Christopher Cookson, Esq., Re- 
corder of Newcastle, to insert them in the Addenda. 

I now respectfully take my leave, having, as promised, 
brought down the occurrences to the latest |)eriod. 

JOHN SYKES. 
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ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS 

VOL. I. 

Ptgc. Line. 
10— ^1& fhmi the bottein,ybr " found,** read fought 
9^—19 from the tcp,/or " Upielington,** read UiMetllngton. 

78— the re*l motto of Newcastle b ** FonrrsB Dbpbndkjido Tkiumphans,** m It a|ipeared 
In a sketch of the arm* soon after thev were granted or assumed : the prescat 
motto Is barely sense, the true motto nill of meaning. 

106 ^In the running head line, /or '*rA.D. 165," read TA.D. 1650. 

1 8 .12 Arom the bottom, after ** origmal writ," dele ** is,*' and Insert, and a copy of the 

statutes are. 
187—18 flrom the bottom,/or " The Chapel," read. The Dissenting Chapel 
133 2 from the top, dele the ftill point, and add, which is accomplished in 48 hours, and at- 
tempts are now being made for the completion of that distance in a still shorter 
period of time. 
148— — 8 fttmi the tap. for 1115 was deeply and rudely cut," read, deep and rude inclsiou 

appeared. 
153— in the running headline,/or *< A.D. 1739],** read A.D. 1736.3 

Ifir; in the running head line,/or " A.D 1839],** read A.D. 173D.1 

886— in the note at thebottom,/or ** ordinary surgeon,*' read orderly sergeant 
~ fVom the top, far ** stationed,*' read station. 
Arom the bottom, for *' vis et, read Jh*s est, or, Jesus est 
from the top, Jbr ** (June),** read (June 15). 

S17 15 from the top,ybr «< Wallridge,*' read WaUdridge. 

984—23 from the bottom, /or ** in that time.'* read in that town. 
387— 4 from the bottom,/or ** Rev. Joseph Cooke,*' read Rev. Thomas Cooke. 
387— '16 from the bottom, deU ** crowns.** 

941—^ from the bottom,/br ** duke of Newcastle,** read duke of Northumberland. 
978—12 from the bottom, for ** front teeth,*' read front tooth. 
The pa«e after 377, for 837, read 378. 
~ from the top Jbr ** to county," read to the county. 

VOL. IL 

-19 from the top./br ** In the spring of this year (1800), died, and was buried at BeOing . 
ham, in Northumberland. Edward Coulson, an eccentric character,** reeid 1807 

i December 27), Edward Coulson. an eccentric character, was buried at Belling, 
lam, in Northumberland, aged 54 years. This paragragh ought, therefore, to be 
placed at page 33 
85— —this page being repeatcd,ybr the seccmd, read 66. 
189—17 from the top,/br " See March Ist, 1829,** read See June 1st, 1880. 

The reader Is required to make the above corrections with the pen, but particularly the errwt 
in the yean and pafinf* m that the references in the Indexes may correspond. 



LOCAL RECORDS ; 

OR, 

HISTORICAL REGISTER OF REMARKABLE 

EVENTS. 



AxL ancient writers agree in representing the first inhabitants of 
Britain as a tribe of the Gauls or Celtas, who peopled that island 
frmn the neighbouring continent. The Britons are stated by the 
earijr writers to have been extremely numerous, living in cottages 
thatched with straw, and feeding large herds of cattle. They lived 
mostly upon milk, or flesh procured from the chase ; what clothes 
they wore to cover any part of their bodies were usually the skins 
of beasts, but much of the body (as the arms, legs, and thighs,) was 
left naked, and those parts were usually painted with an azure blue* 
which, in the language of the country, was called brithy hence the 
name of Brithtain or Britain. Their hair, which was long, flowed 
down upon their shoulders, while their beards were kept close 
shaven, except upon the upper lip where it was suffered to grow. 
The religion of the Britons was one of the most considerable parts 
of their government, and the Druids who were the guardians of it, 
possessed great authority among them. No species of superstition 
was ever more horrible than that of the Druids ; they sacrificed 
human victims which they burned in large wicker idols, made so 
capacious as to contain a multitude of persons at once who were 
thus consumed together. The female Druids plunged their knives 
into the breasts of the prisoners taken in war, and prophesied from 
the manner in which the blood happened to stream from the wound. 
The inhabitants of Britain were in this rude and barbarous state 
when Julius Csesar, fifty-five years before Christ, made his first 
descent upon the island, at, or in the immediate neighbourhood of 
D^ in Kent. The poor, naked, ill-armed natives were but an 
unequal match for the disciplined Romans ; however they made a 
brave opposition against the veteran army, but were eventually 
overthrown. Various were the descents which the Romans from 
time to time made upon this island, and bloody were the conflicts 
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between the contending parties, until about A. D. 80, when Julivl 
Agricola, who commanded the forcee, and governed the islam' 
during the reigns of the Emperors Vespasian, Titus, and Domitiag 
finally established the dominion of the Romans in Britain. Tl' 
general, who distinguished himself as well by his courage i 
humanity, formed a regular plan for subduing and civilizing t' 
island, and thus rendering the acquisition utefvl to the conquero 
As the northern part of the country had not been subdued, 
carried his victorious arms thither, and defeated the undisciplin 
enemy in every encounter. He pierced into the formerly inaccea__ 
ble forests and mountains of Caledonia ; he drove onward all those 
fierce and intractable spirits who preferred famine to slavery, and 
who, rather than submit, chose to remain in perpetual hostility. 
Nor was it witliout opposition that he thus made his way into a 
country rude and impervious by nature. He was opposed by Gal- 
gscus, at the liead of a numerous army, whom he defeated in a 
decisive action, in which considerable numbers were slain. Being 
thus successliil he did not think proper to pursue the enemy into 
their retreats, but embarking a body of troops on board his fleet, 
he ordered the commander to make the circuit of the whole coast 
of Britain, which had not been discovered to be an island till the 
preceding year. During these military enterprises, Agricola waa 
ever attentive to the arts of peace. He attempted to humanize 
the fierceness of those who acknowledged his power, by introduc- 
ing the Roman laws, habits, manners and learning. He also erected 
a chain of forts which extended from the Solway Frith to the mouth 
of the river Tyne ; thus cutting off the rude and more barren part* 
of the island, and securing the Roman province fVom the invasion 
of a fierce and necessitous people. One of these forts was upon the 
site of thepreiient Newcastle. 

120. — This year, the Emperor ^lius Hadrianus, who was here 
in person, built his wall or rampart, nearly from the Irish Sea to 
the German Ocean, taking in the former chain of forts made by 
Agricola, ending it on ttie site of the present Newcastle, at whico 



place he also threw a bridge over the Tync, a circumstance which 
gave a new appellation, that of Potu ^lii, (derived from his fiim!- 
Jy name.) to the Roman station. Very recent discoveries prove 



Newcastle to have been a Roman station, — See the yenrg 1771 e 
1810. 

207. — The Emperor Severus, who at this time was in Britain, 
began to erect his famous wall of stone, which was extended across 
the island nearly from sea to sea, finishing it in the jear following. 
This stupendous monument of the Roman people passed throu^ 
the site of the present Newcastle eastward, ending at the station 
of Segedunttm, near the village of Wallsend. Here have been 
found a wall composed of Roman bricks, a fibula, some Roman 
teguhe, and coins, a ring, &c. ; immense quantities of bones, homt 
and teeth of animals that had been sacrificed; also stones with 
inscriptions, and Roman hand-mill stones, by which the soldietS i 
ground their corn, A very curious piece of Komnn pottery found i 
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terewaa in tbe nouesHon of ihe late Hugh Hnrnby, Esq. ii]il«r- 
■■B of Newcatlle. It was afWrwards in the imsEession of William 
ChnBaD, Esq. of Newcastle, who presentetl it to the Aiili<)uariai) 
Soaety of that town. 

Tli«v were eighteen Roman military stnlioiii ui>on Severus' 
■all ; but according to the plan of this work, those williin North- 
■nberlaiMl only shall he enumerated, beeinniog at the ea«temmost 
KUioD. Sefftdtnam, WaUsend ; Pom ^lu, Newcastle ; Condor- 
mm, near Benwell; Vindahala, Rutcbest«r; Iltinnuin. Halton 
CiUrnttm, Walwich Chesterg ; Procotida, Carrowburg ; 
House-steeds : Vindoiaaa, Little Chesters ; ^tiea. 
Gnu Chesl«re ; Magna. Caenorran, which is the westernmost in 
dracMintT. 

Abagt three miles west of Newcastle, in the deep hollow below 
BeBw«U Hill, a few yards to the south of the turnpike road, near 
DentoB Bum, yet remains a curious iragment of Severus' wall. It 
measures about nine feet in breadth ; an apple tree grows out of 
the middle of it. The following cut represents the south liice of 
this portion of the wall, as it appeared in Afarch, 1B^3. The lover 
of antiquities will be gratiiied to learn that this fragment has racenl- 
If beeo mUed in, m> thai it is now likely to be preserved. 




MS. — About this year Newcastle still occurs under the apjicllu- 
tiOD of Potit yElii, a Konian statioD, where at that time, a cohort 
were in garrison. After a silence of nearly two centuries, mention 
occurs again of this celebrated place, under the new appeliatiun of 
AdMurumiai, the Wall), and the residence uf a Northumbritui 
king. 

♦49.— Tlic unhappy state of the northern inliabitanta, after they 
were totally deserted by the Konians, about the middle of the 
6fth century, is easily conceived ; the periU and miseries to which 
they were trequenlly exposed, by the incursions of their ferociou* 
neighbours, the Scots and Picts, induced them, in tlie above year, 
Ifl implore the asaistunce of the Saxons, a bruve and warlike people. 
J to arms. 



Ifl implo: 
tnureu ti 



ittCAL RBGtSTER OF [A.D. 54'^ 

547. — The Saxons drove the Urilons totally iVom the provin 
of Bernicifl, which was the Saxon name of that district, which li«i. 
north of the river Tyne, or wall of Sf;verus, and which extended! 
during iome periods of the Saxon power, as far as the Ediabur^M 
Frith. At this time, Ida, a Saxon of high birtli, became king ofl 
Bemicia, he erected the castJe of Bamborough, opposite the Fern U>f 
lands, in a situation remarkably strong and conspicuous, and ial 
honour of his queen, Bibba, gave it the name of Bibbaobu^b|t| 
which, in progress of time, was contracted into its present name. «V 

Abimoutb Castle in Northumberland, was also built by Ida, aftesfl 
he assumed the sovereignty of Bernicia. 

Alnwick Castle, according to the observations of a learned antl^ I 
quary, owes its origin to the Romans. If so, the town must hant I 
been also founded by that people, as their artificers, >!tc., always lived ■ 
under the protection of a fortress. However, it is at least cert^'J 
that Alnwick was inliabited by the Saxons, and that the caatle, 
the time of the conquest, was the property of Gilbert Tyson, onft ^ 
of the most powerful chiefs of Northumberland. Alnwick Castle 
is one of the largest Gothic buildings in Britain, containing about 
five acres of ground within its outer walls, which are flanked with 
sixteen towers and turrets. The following cut represents the aesl 
of this ancient l< 




560. — j^la, one of the chieflaing who came over with IdA, con' 
ducted the Saxons against the province of Deira (Durham), from 
whence having expelled the Britons, he assumed tlie sovereignty 
thereof, and settled there with his adherents. jElla, aller having 
reigned in Deira for twenty-seven years, was elected king of Ber- , 
nicia ; the two provinces under him thus becoming united, obtained j 
the name of the kingdom of Northumberland (one of the Hepta 
diy> or seven Saxon kingdoms), and which continued from 547 to 
eS6, during which period it was governed by about thirty kingf. 
Diu'ing the Heptarchy the Saxons held Newcastle in great esteem 
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flidiiiade it one of the chief seats of the Northumbrian kings, who 
adorned it with ao great a number of monasteries, that from them 
it obtained the name of Monkchester, which appellation continued 
oatfl the building of the new castle, from whicJi it exchanged its 
osBie once more to that of Newcastle, which it retains to the pre- 
sent time* 

617«^ — ^Edwin, King of Northumberland, some time between this 
jfcarand 6SS, erected at T^rnemouth, a i^ace of residence of wood, 
fir rdmous of both sexes, m which his own daughter, Rosella, took 
the TeiL Oswald, a succeeding king of Northumberland, in 634, 
puUed down this wooden residence for devotion, and upon its site 
built another of stone. Algebrin, now the village of Yevering, near 
Woder, in Northumberland, was a royal residence of King Edwin* 

6S5g— The see of Lindisfkme was rounded by King Oswald, who 
m the Tenr beginning of his reign, was called upon to protect his 
sobjecta mm an invasion of Cedwell, king of Cumberland. lAkt 
Constantine, he determined to fight under the banner of the cross, 
and like Constantine he was victorious. Cedwell and his invading 
armj were left dead upon the field of Denisebume ^in the neigh- 
bourhood of Hexham), and the king, grateful for his victory, formed 
upon the spot a determination to estaiilish Christiani^ in Bemicia, 
the northern province of his kingdom. In order to carry his deter- 
mination into effect, he had recourse for a missionary to Donald, 
king of Scotland, who forthwith commanded Corman, a monk of 
lona, to convert the heathens of Bemicia, but Corman's attempts 
totally fieuled, and Aidan, another monk, undertook the task. Aidan, 
upon his arrival in Northumberland, was permitted by Oswald, its 
king, to select for himself the seat of his episcopacy, and Lindis- 
&me became the object of his choice. Here tlie see of Durham 
was first established, and the gospel preached to the Northumbrians 
by Aidan, who was a person of peculiar sanctity. Such were the 
effects of his labours, assisted by the king, that in the space of seven 
days 15,000 persons were baptized, and the church of Northumber- 
land was fixed on a permanent basis. Many of Aidan's brethren 
left Scotland to assist in the holy work. 

640. — The Monastery of Hartlepool was founded, upon the first 
conversion of the Northumbrians to Christianity, about this time, 
by a religious woman named Hieu, or St. Bega, whereof St. Hilda, 
who was nearly allied to the kings of East Anglia and Northum- 
berland, was sometime abbess. 

651^ — This year mention is made of a church at Bamborough in 
Northumberland. 

653^ — Penda, king of Mercia, was baptized, with all his chivalry, 
at Ad Murum (Newcastle), from whence he took with him four 
priests, named Cedd, Adda, Betti, and Diuma. 

This year there was a monastery at Gateshead, whereof Uttan 
was abbot. 

660^ — A monastery was established at Ebchester, by Ebba, daugh- 
ter of Ethelfrid, King of Northumberland. It was afterwards de- 
stroyed by the Danes. Ebchester was the site of a Roman station. 
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and niauy inscriptions and other remains of that pt^oplci liave bei 
found there. The church is defeated to St. Ehba, and is of gn 
antii^uity. 

672. — Penda, king of Mercia, attempted to burn Bamboroua 
Castle, by setting fire to piles of wood laid against its wails, but a 
wind blowing contrary, the flames caught Ilia own camp, and he wt 
obliged to raise the siege. 

674. — Wearmouth monastery, dedicated to St. Peter, was foimi 
ed by Benedict Biscop ; and, when tliat building was nearly finial 
ed. he procured artificers from France, skilled in the art of gin 
mokiag, the manufacture of which the inhabitants of the Britli 
isles were at that time strangers to, and this structure had the hi 
Hour of being glazed with the first glass made in England ; previat 
to which, windows were either latticed, or at best, filled up wil 
fine linen cloths stretched upon frames of wood. About this timi 
Wilfrid, Archbishop of York, founded tlie monastery of Hexl 
having obtained Hexhamshire as a gift to religious uses from Etbal 
drida. Egfrid's queen. Tlie church he built there was erected b 
workmen he brought from Italy and other distant countries, nn 
dedicated to St. Andrew. Historians of that time say, it exceede 
in beauty and elegance every other edifice in tlie land ; they pw^ 
ticulurly praise the variety of the building, the colunins, the car« 
vings, the oratories, and the crvpis. They dwell with wonder on 
tlie richness of the covers for tlie altar, the gilding of the walls with 
gold and silver, and the fine library, collected at a great cxpenaea 
It is geoerally agreed that Hexliara was erected into an episca 
see in 67H, when Eata was instituted the first bishop. Atler havim 
been the seat of a bishop nearly two centuries, the diocese of H 
ham was united to Liodisfurne at Chester-Ie-strect. 

Hexham gave birth to two^iors of its church, John de Hexl 
and Richard de Hcxliam. The fomier continued die History a__ 
Durham from L130 to 1154 — the latter wrote a " Hutorj/ of HtmJi 
ham Church and Bishopt" the " Reign of Stephen," and i\»M 
'• War of the Standard." 

6S1, — Jarrow, or Gerwy, monastery was fimnUed by Ceolfri 
under the auspices of Benedict Biscop. It was dedicated to i 
Paul, on the kalends of Mav (23d of April), four years aflerwarda 
(685), which was the I5tn year of the reign of king Egfrid, and 
the fourth year of the abbacy of Ceolfrii".. Tliis is proved, beyond 
a doubt, from an inscription on a stone placed over the entrance 
to the chancel when this church was altered and repaired in 1782 
— which tee. Tliis stone was found built up in the north wall of 
that edifice, and bears one of tlie most curious inscriptions now 
remaining in the island. Jarrow church also contains one of tha 
first bells used for religious purposes in England. The monastery 
of St. Paul, built under the auspices of Biscop, and with the ap- 
probation, or rather at tlie command, of King Egfrid, was intended 
to be rather a part of, than a distinct institution from, the monasterv , 
at Wearmouth, under the general name of St. Peter and St. PauL 4 
Benedict, worn out wjth labour and travels, died of a palsyi 
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Itt. 18» 690^ and wm buried in the church of St IVter, at Wear- 



$85 ^4prtl f ^.^Betng Easter day, Cudibert, the mat saint ef 
Noftlunnbeiiaadf wai consecrated at York, bishop or Lindisfiune. 
Hat OBunent perMmage was so highly distingoiriied for bis purity 
tf life and maanefw, and for the miraculous powers with whKh he 
«M bdieved to be invested, that immense gifVi were conferred 
ipeft the ehuvch fer his sake. He is recorded to have pos8c«sed» 
ss a reward fer his exalted piety, all the lands between the riTers 
Tvne and Tees, which immense tract is frequently denominated 
Tke Pa i rinu m^ of Sl Cuthbert He died on the 20th of Man^ 
887. He directed, by his last will, that his body should be buried 
at die east end of the oratory, in the monastery at Lindisfame, in 
a stone cqAbi and that, should this land be invaded by F^igans, the 
Bfaaki were to fly from thence, and to carry his bones away widi 
them. After his decease he became the tutelar saint of the see> 
aad» previotts to his final settlement at Durham, feiled not to en- 
rich the cofes of his monks by the many minides which were 
almost daily per flmn ed at his tomb. His fevour and protection 
were not only courted during his life, but even after his deadi. 
Sing Cteute bumbled himsdf to such a oegree as to visit the 
shrine of St* Cothbert barefooted, having proceeded in that state 
aearhr five ndles, offering, at the same time, several territoriea. 
Si. CfutUiert spent the two last years of his life on one of the Fern 
idanda. He selected this sequestered spot that he might not be 
haterrspted in his meditations. Here was afterwards established 
a priory fer six Benedictine monks, subordinate to Durham. There 
is a^ihtheuse here, and a well of fine fresh water. 

68£ — Eadbert succeeded to the see of Lindisfame. This hu- 
mane prelate, discovering that the exaction of the church dues 
flom the lower classes of Uie people was become a grievance, made 
it a general rule to restore them to the poor. The original church 
of Lindisfeme was built by Aidan, of split oak, and covered with 
reeds, but it remained for Eadbert to begin and complete the mo- 
nastery, or cathedral, which he built of stone and covered with 
lead, &t remains of which are still standing. After having finished 
this pious work, he caused the foody of St. Cuthbert to be removed 
into a magnificent tomb .prepared for it on the right side of the 
high altar. On this occasion, it is stated, that the body was feund 
perfect and uncomipted, as if still living, the limbs flexible, and 
the whole appearance like one that slept. 

735 rMay 29^^.— Died, the venerable Bede, aged 62. He is 
said to have been bom at Monckton, a village a mile west of Jarrow. 
Here and at Hexham he received the rudiments of his education ; 
and taking the tonsure, spent the remainder of his life, in great 

S'ety and unwearied application to letters in the monastery at 
DTow. He was the best historian aad divine of his time. His 
works are numerous, but his ** Eeclegioiiical ffiston/'* is most 
known and most valued. For the uncommon sanctity of his life, 
he was canonized after his death. He was buried in a porch, built 
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to his honour, on the north side of llie L'hurch at Jairow, but 
relics were afterwards removed, and interred Iti Durham Cathei' 
About a mile to the west uf Jarrow tliere is a well called 
Well) to which, in the last century, it waa a prevailing custam 
bring children troubled with any disease or infinnity ; a crook), 
pin was put in and the well laved dry between each dipping. 
Twenty children have been brought together on a Sunday to be 
immersed in this well ; also on Mideummer Eve tliere was a great 
resort of neighbouring people with bonfires, music, &c> 

771. — At this time tliere was a monastery at Corbridge, in Noiy 
thumberland. 

78a. — A synod was held at Great AyclifFe, in the county 
Durham, and another was held here in the year 789. 

788. — .^llVold, king of North utnbcrland, was killed by 
his nobles, named Siga, at Scythechester, near the Roman w] 
and was burled at Hexham. 

789. — The Danes made their first descent on the shores of Ei^ 
land. Four years afterwards, a Iwdy of these northern pirates 
ravaged the coasts of Northumberland ; the defenceless treasures 
of the church offered an easy booty ; the cathedral and monastery 
of Lindisfame were fired and pillaged, and as many of the eccle- 
siastics as did not escape by &ght, were promiscuously butchered. 
Another descent was attempted in the following year, but not with 
equal impunity ; the Invaders, al\er plundering the raonaateiy of 
Jarrow, were overtaken by the united forces of Northumberland 
and Merciu, their leader perished in thedeleat, and tlie remnant, who 
escaped to their shipping, were wrecked on the coast of Tynetnouth. 

792. — Finchale mory, on the banks of the river W ear, was a 
place of some consequence at this time, as a synod was held here 
I'or the purpose of regulating church discipline and manners. 
Another was held here in 798, and a third in the year 810. Fin- 
chale is also famous as being the place where Godric lived 63 years, 
and practised unheard of austerities : he wore on iron shirt next 
his skin day and nigh^ and is said to have worn out three ; ha 
mingled ashes with tlie flour from which he made hie bread ; andi 
lest it should be then too good, kept it three or four months be* 
fore he ventured to eat it. In winter, as well as summer, he 

Cssed whole nights up to his chin in water, at his devotions. 
ke St. Anthony, he was often haunted by fiends in various 
shapes ; sometimes in the shape of beautiful damsels, and so was 
visited by evil concupiscence, which he cured by roUhig hinudf 
naked among thorns and briars. His body grew ulcerated ; but, 
to increase his |>ain, he poured salt into his wounds. By these 
uncommon austerities, and by the miracles which he is said to 
have wrought, he obtained so much renown, that he was admitted 
into the calendar of saints. 

600. — The monasteries of Tynemouth and Hartlepool were 
plundered by the Danes. In 8S2, an army of pirates from the 
same nation, made an attempt to land at rynemoutli, but were 
routed and driven back to their ships. 
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866y — ^During the ravages of Hungar and Hubba* the Danish 
s dveDt urer s, Tjnemouth monastery was utterly destroyed. Ber- 
wick is mentioned as having been their landing place. 

875. Several ships, with troops, commanded by Halfden, a 
Duiish adventurer, entered the river Tyne, and were cantoned in 
die adjacent villages for the winter, it being then too late in the 
Mr to make any progress in the northern parts of Northumber^ 
Ind* On the openmg of spring they began their ravages on this 
nnfortimate country, and marked their progress with the greatest 
barbaritiea. The Danes exercised the greatest severities upon 
the religious, destroying the churches and other holy places, oe- 
lieving Uiem the repositories of all the wealth of the country. On 
this occasion, Monkwearmouth, Jarrow, and Tynemouth monaste- 
ries, were plundered ; but Lindisfame, or Holy Island monastery, 
was the object of their chief attention. Revived from former de- 
vastations, they conceived it contained abundant treasures, and, 
wMi merciless avarice and disappointed hope of plunder, destroyed 
the monastery, and defaced every ornament of the churdi. Whilst 
die Danes were advancing from the river Tyne, Bishop Eardulph, 
die abbot, and others of the monastery, gathering up the holy re- 
Gcs, the sacred vessels, ornaments, and jewels of the altars and 
thrinea. ; together with a ponderous stone crucifix, the remains of 
St. Cathben, the head of St. Oswald, the bones of Aidan, Eadbert, 
Eanfred, and £thelwold, inclosed in one ark or shrine, fled from 
the island of Lindisfame, where the episcopal see had been settled 
241 years, and to whidi place, from this period, it was never re- 
stored. Their pious ardour must have been equal to any toil. 
Hiey fled from place to place, without any certain rest, for almost 
a space of seven years, to avoid these merciless infidels. 

66S.— The bishop and abbot, with their train, in their various at- 
tempts to settle, at last moved the sacred remains to Chester-le- 
street, where Eardulph began to found a new cathedral. 

880. — Gregory, king of Scotland, who was contemporary with 
Alfired, king of England, and like him was justly surnamed the 
Great, took Berwick by assault. The garrison consisted of Danes 
and Ficts ; the former he put to the sword but spared the latter. 
The long of Scots pursued the Danes into Northumberland, where 
he defeated them, then returned to Berwick and passed the winter. 

924« — Adam Hilton, living in the time of King Athelstan, gave 
to the monastery of Hartlepool, a pix, or crucifix, which was in 
weight 25 ounces, in silver, and caused his arms to be engraven on 
it ; — Argent, two bars azure, which are yet to be seen upon the gate 
of Hilton Castle, in the county of Durham. 

933. — The Danes made a descent upon this island, when the for- 
tress of Bamborough suffered greatly, but was soon afterwards 
restored and new works were added. A great booty fell into the 
hands of the invaders by the reduction of this place. 

995. — The northern coast was a^n infested with these robbers, 
which induced Bishop Aldune, with the whole body of religious 
settled at Chester-le-street, together with their vassals and depen- 
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dents, to quit that place and travel to Kipon, carrying with thei 
the remains of St. Cuthbert, the holy relics, and riches of t"^ 
church, and also their cattle, goods, and effects. 

995. — Tlie see, which had been settled at Chestcr-le-street for 1 
years, was for ever removed from thence, and that place totally d 
prived of all the wealth and honour dependent thereon. After ■ 
absence of about four months, they left Kipon, intendir^ to ret) 
to Chester. As they approached the ground where Durham o 
stands, bv a miraculous interposition, tlio carriage, on which I _^ 
body of St. Cuthbert, with the other relics, was borne, became im- 
moveable. The bishop admonished bis company that they ^ould 
fast and pray until the will of Heaven was revealed. Accordingly, 
aller much pious abstinence, self-denial, and prayer, Eadmer, one 
of the most favoured of the attendants, received the revelation, and 
Dunholme was pronounced the place decreed by the jMwers above 
for the holy saint's rest on earth. No sooner had the bishop receiv- 
ed the divine revelation, than he, with his followers, advanced with 
thanksgivings, to the appointed place, where, to shelter the holy 
relics for the present, they erected a small diurch of wood ; after 
which, they erected a more complete edifice, constructed, after the 
general order of buildings at that time, of posts wattled with 
branches of trees, and covered with a compost of clay and cot 
straw. This was in the year 995, three years af\cr which a church 
of stone was begun, and dedicated by Bishop Aldune on the 4th of 
September, A. D. 999, and the body of St. Cuthbert wa« placed 
therein with much solemnity and holy joy. Thus we are led to 
date the rise of the town of Durham. Tradition says, the place, 
by the revealed name, was wholly unknown to the bishop aitd tm 
attendants, who wandered about for some time in search of it ; and 
that tlie discovery was accidentally made by a woman's inquiriea 
after her cow, which had strayed in Dunholme. This story receivcB 
some credit from the sculpture on one of the lowers of the present 
cathedral, where the cow is represented with her attendants. 

1016. — The Danes besieged Bamborough Castle, which they 
took and pillaged. 

1018. — A great battle was found at Carham, between the Scots 
and English, the former of whom were victorious, and almost all 
the fighting men between Tweed and Tecs were cut off, together 
with their chieftains ; on which event, it is said by some authors, 
that Aldune, bishop of Durham, died broken hearted. Previous to 
this battle tlie inhabitants of the northern counties were alarmed 
at the appearance of a blazing comet, which, for thirty successive 
nights, threatened them with its fatal influence. This was after- 
wards supposed to have been the presage of the above terrible de- 
struction. 

1020. — About this lime Elfrid, a priest of Durham, and a famoin 
collector of the bones of saints, stole the body of St. Bede, from 
the church at Jarrow, and carried it to Durham, where it was 
honourably deposited in the same coffin with St. Cuthbert. 

1040. — Tfie city of Durham appears to have had some fortilicii- 
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lioiit this year, at whidi tiine Dimcaiiy king of Scotlandy attacked 
k, when the townsmen sustained the assault of the invaders for 
lome ttme, and, at length made a tall j, in which thej were victo- 
nooiy the enemy being totally routed; and the heads of the Scots 
indors, who fell, or were taken prisonersy were fixed round the 



i04&i — ^A diurch of stone was built at Chester-le-street by Bishop 
SmMc, who came to the see this jear. Previous to this time it 
hnbeen of wood. 

1065y T osti» Eang Harold's brother^ was made earl of Northum- 



1066L — Northumberland was invaded, and the town of Monk- 
dbester taken by Edgar Etheling, heir to the crown of K"gMi»d, 
togetiber with Malcohn, kmg of Scotland, and some I^snish pirates, 
whom William the Conqueror encountered in person, ana over- 
tbraw oo Gateshead FelL Having recovered loonkchester. King 
WiUiam is said to have laid it almost level with the grotmd, to 
prevent its becoming in future an asylum to his enemies. 

1069<«— William the Conqueror sent Robert Cumyn, whom he had 
created earl of Northumberland, to Durham, with a guard of 700 
veteran Normans to enforce his authority, and who permitted his 
loldien, who were quartered in the city, to practice every npecies 
of cruelty and oppression against the inhabitants, who formea asso- 
datioiis against the Normans, upon whidi Cumjrn proscribed and 
murdered several of the landholders ; this acted as a summons to 
the peasants, who immediately armed themselves and surrounded 
the city. Just at the dawn of the day the assailants broke open all 
the gates of the town, and flying in parties through every street, 
made a dreadful slaughter of the Normans, insomuch that the 
streets were filled with blood and carcases. Many were shut up in 
the house where the earl lodged, but this was fired by the assailants 
and reduced to ashes. The blazing pile communicated with the ca- 
thedral, the western tower was observed to have caught the flames, 
and it was only to the sudden or miraculous shifUng of the wind to 
the east, that the structure owed its preservation. Thus the earl, 
with his 700 guards (one man only, who escaped with his wounds) 
were put to death ! The king, on hearing of the fate of Cumyn, 
marched northwards, and ravaged and destroyed the country in so 
merciless a manner, that for sixty miles, between York and Dur- 
ham, he did not leave a house standing, reducing the whole dis- 
trict* by fire and sword, to a terrible desert, smoking with blood, 
and in ashes. The news of the king's approach was no sooner told 
in Durham than the bishop convened a chapter of his clergy, and 
the result of their deliberation was the removal of the body of St. 
Cuthbert to Lindisfame ; their first day's journey ended at Jarrow, 
die next night they reached Bedlington, and a third night brought 
them to Tughall,* and on the fourth they reached the island of 

* The cliapel of Tu^^hall, now in ruins, was doubtless oflerwards built upon 
the spot where the saint's bones had rested for the nicht When this ediiice 
was m repair, it constituted a chapel of eaae to fiambrougb. It t\ as hi usv 

in leao. 
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LindiBfarQc. Here tlie saint's bones rested only Com montlis, for, 
on tbe re-establUhment of peace, on the 8tli of April, 1070, the sa- 
cred remiuns of St. Cuthbert were again conveyed to Durham. 

1070. — During on irruption of the Scota under Malcolm, king of 
Scotland, Monkwearmouth monastery was again destroyed, and 
many parts of tht palatinate were ravaged by lire. 

The same year Monkchestcr had a BCcontl visit from William tbe 
Conqueror, who marched through it on his route to Scotland, with 
a niimerouB army. 

1071. — Copsi, who was created earl of Northumberland by King 
William, was put to dcatli at Newburn, a village five milts west of 
Newcastle. Osulph, the preceding governor, expelled by the Con- 
queror to give place to Copsi, being forced into the woods and de- 
serts, lay concealed till be had collected a few bardy troops, vritli 
these be beset a house where Copsi was at a feast ; and pursuing 
him to the church, whitlier be bad tied for sanctuary, Osulph, dis- 
regarding all veneration for things sacred, when put in competition 
with his desperate fortune and revenge, set fire to tbe holy pile, and 
as Copi endeavoured to shun the flaines, he was seized in the gate, 
and his bead severed on the spot. 

1072. — William the Conqueror passed agiun through Monkches- 
ter, on his way to Scotland ; on this occasion, bis enemy, King 
Malcolm, met bim at Berwick, and paid him homage. He is said 
lo have built tbe castle of Durham on his return. 

1074. — This year three monks having been sent out of the pro- 
vince of Mercia into that of Northumberland, came to York, and 
besought Hugh, the son of Baldric, who was then viscount, to give 
them B guide to a place called Monkchester, that is tbe city of the 
monks (now Newcastle). Being conducted to this place, diey 
stayed at it for some time ; but when tbey could find there no 
vestiges of the ancient church of Christ, they went to Jarrow, then 
retaining little of its former splendour, and alter inspecting its nu- 
nierous monastic editices and half-ruined churclies, tbey b^an to 
repair it under tbe liberal patronage of Walcher, bishop of Durban. 
Their names were Aldwin, Ealfwm, and Rinfrid. By these three 
persons, tbe monasteries of Norlbumberland were restored. About 
this year Waltheof, earl of Northumberland, gave the monastery 
at Tynemouth, with all the lands and possessions thereof, together 
with the body of St. Oswin, to the monks of Jarrow, to which 
place they removed tlie sacred rcmwns of tbe royal saint. 

1079. — Malcolm, king of Scotland, come into England with 
a great army, and laid waste the countv of Nortliumberlond ss far 
as the river Tyne, and slew many hundreds of men, carrying with 
tliem to their own country, a great deal of riches and treasure, be- 
sides captives. 

1080. — Waicber, bishop of Durham, having purchased tbe earl- 
dom of Northumberland, became odious to the people by the se- 
vcrilies of his government; but, particularly on account of not 
bringing to justice tbe murderers of a Saxon nobleman, named 
Liulpb, and his family. This man was greatly revered by the 
Northumbrians, who waited an opjwrtunity to revenge the 



i.0. 1060.] REMARKABLX SVXHTl. IS 

of this illustrious family. Not long after this transaction, the 
hnbop, in exercise of his civil jurisdiction^ held a public assemUy 
of his oooncfl and ministers, at Gateshead, whither the pecple re* 
nired, whose appearance indicated their disposition for mischief. 
Ilie bidiopy being alarmed for his safety, caused his officers to as- 
mre the people that restitution would be made to the relatives of 
the deccaised. The mob, spuming all proposals, beset the house 
with a damour which struck the whole assembly with terror ; and, 
OB a watch word, ^^ short red, good red^ slea ye tke bisAoppe,'* being 
praooonced, they rushed furiously on, drawing their arms, which, 
tin then, bad been concealed under their garments. The few 
guards the bishop brought with him, were put to the sword. The 
bishop retreated to the church, whither he summoned a few of the 
diief men of each party, to propose terms of amity. Those, who 
conceived they could influence the mob, went out to appease 
diem; but, without respect of persons, many were slain. They 
dien set fire to the church, and put every one to death that at^ 
tempted to escape. The last of the assembly was the venerable 
prebte. Putting up a short prayer to heaven, he advanced, veil- 
ing his face, towards the howling multitude, and was instantly 
pierced to Uie heart with a lance ; after which, they inhumanly 
mansled his body with their swords. This happened on the 14th 
of May, this year. The monks of Jarrow, on hearing the fate of 
the prelate, took a boat and came to the place, where they found 
the remains scarce to be known from his wounds. They conveyed 
the body to their monastery, from whence it was removed to 
Durham, and there privately interred in the chapter house. Afler 
the murder of the bishop, the insurgents marched to Durham, 
where they attempted to surprise the castle, but after remaining in 
possession of the city four days, were obliged to disperse and avoid 
by flight the impending storm of vengeance. The king, highly in- 
censed, sent his brother Odo, bishop of Baieux, into the north, 
with orders to punish the insurgents, and to take vengeance for the 
murder of bishop Walcher and his retinue. Odo performed his 
task not as a bishop, but as a Norman soldier (he being at that 
time earl of Kent), and made Durham feel the extent of his power, 
by robbery, desolation, and murder. He stained his sacred vesture 
with the innocent blood of the relations of the rebellious ; he robbed 
the church of Durham of a rich pastoral stafi^, which he pretended 
was taken by the soldiery, and reduced the province to a solitary 
desert. 

1060« — The castle of Newcastle was built during the reign, 
and at the command of William the Conqueror, under the direc- 
tion of Robert Curthose, his eldest son, on his return from an un- 
successful expedition against Malcolm, king of Scotland. As this 
buildingprotected the bridge, and secured, at all times, a free pass 
for the Einglish armies into Northumberland, it was a place of con- 
siderable importance. Rufus, however, was the first who had to 
employ his arms against it ; for, in the rebellion, headed by Earl 
Mowbray, it was one of the castles seized by his adherents, in 
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1095. Tlic walls of the castle inclosed an area of more thao three ' 
acres. The walls of the tower have chambers witliln them, and 
are about fourteen feet thick. ITie entrance into the keep is by 
a flight of steps on the outside to the second story : a circulu 
staircase, in the south-east corner, led down to the great hall, and 
below it to the dungeon. On tlie liead of the outside staircase is 
a small oratory, and beneath it the king's cha|)el, a place of very 
rich Norman architecture. This castle, after being the temporary 
residence of kings, and enumerating amongst its constables some of 
the most illustrious names, is described, in 1590, as a place ofrefua 
for thieves and vagabonds, flying Iron) the justice of the K 
1605, it was so completely stripped of its splendour, as to be li 
to the incorporated company of tailors, for what purpoe 
known, for the paltry sum of2(k. a-year. 




While the free burgesses assumed to themselves the exclusive 
right of carrying on trade and mauufactorics m the town, the 
Castle-garth contmued the resort ol {u.dtars, glovcn>, anil chapmefifl 
of various descriptions, and is, even to this day, the nig fair of thft] 
town. The above cut shews its present appearance. 
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1066^ — ^This year mention occurs of a nunnery at Newcastle. 
Ldand says it was of the Benedictine order, and a MS. in the 
Bodleian Ubnryy ascribes its foundation to a baron de Hflton. 
Has nunnery was situated on the east side of the street, near a 
plsoe^ whidi at inresent is called the Nuns' Gate, from a gate hav- 
ing been here which led to the nunnery. 

1087w^¥riUiam de Carileph, who succeeded bishop Walcher, 
vas amoDg the malcontents on the accession of William Rufus, 
md flying into Normandy, his temporalties were seized into the 
hsnda of the crown. John de Taillbois and Emesius de Burone 
were made goTemors of the castle and palatinate, and it was not 
till the year 1091, that the bishop was restored. 

1090^ — ^Mowbray, earl of Northumberland, re-founded Tyne- 
mouth monastery, and filled it with black canons, and, out of en- 
mity to the bishop of Durham, made it a cell to the monastery of 
St. Albans. 

1091.. — St. Nicholas* church, in Newcastle, appears to have been 
founded this year by Osmond, bishop of Salisbury. 

1093 (At»g. \\J* — Carileph, bisnop of Durham, thinking the 
church not magnificent enougn for the remains of St. Cuthbert, pull- 
ed down the old church 76 years after its first erection, and began 
the present cathedral, the foundation stones of which were laid on 
the aboYe day, by Malcolm, king of Scotland, Bishop Carileph, and 
Tuigot, the prior. The bidh(^ compelled the monies to labour in 
the holy won daOy, excepting at meal times, and during prayer and 
divine service ; but no considerable progress had been mSetde at the 
time of his death, which happened withm two years after the com- 
mencement of the structure. 

Alnwick Castle underwent a remarkable siege from Mal- 
colm, king of Scotland. The king having entered mrthumberland 
with a great army, ravaged the country with fire and sword, but 
on besieging this castle, both he and his son were slain, and his 
army almost totally destroyed. The bodies of Malcolm and his 
son were interred m Tynemouth monastery. Agnes, the mother 
of Maigaret, queen of Scotland, and Christina, her sister, after 
Malcolm was lulled at Alnwick, inci^ble of enjoying society after 
that &tal catastrophe, retired to a nunnery in Newcastle, and took 
the sacred veil. — See ike end of the year 1774. 

1095< — ^Mowbray, earl of Northumberland, having raised the 
standard of rebellion gainst )i\llliam Rufus, the son and successor 
of William the Conqueror, the king marched against the castle of 
Newcastle with a great army, and took it after a short siege, to- 
gether with several of the earVs partizans. The earl converted 
Tynemouth monastery into a casue to defend his treason on this 
occasion : thither the king marched with his army against him, and 
after a siege of two months, took the castle by storm ; he found 
the earl's brother therein, and made him his prisoner; but Mow* 
bray had escaped, and taken refuge in Bamborough castle, the 
king besieged that also, but finding it impregnable, erected a cas- 
tle over against it, in which he placed a garrison to continue the 
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blockade, and returaeil to llic south. The besieged earl haTJng 
Jieen invited out by some of his partizans who w«re the gxiards h 
.Newcastle, escaped aiid made ton^rds llmt place : but being ptir- 
I _Bued, he retired a second time and took sancluary in the churd 
of St. Oswin, at Tynemoutli, from whence he was draped out hj 
violence and made a prisoner. 

1095. — During the reign of William Rufus, Newcastle was iDcli» 
led with a wall, hi ri^Ieted by Harding ; whilst Lelaud tells us in In 
Ititterury, tliat tbe walls were begun in Edward the First's rei|1^ 
and not finished until the reign of Edward the Tliird. The prindfll 
sates in these walls were tlie Bridge-gate, Close-gate, the Postera, 
West-gnle, New-gate, Pilgrim-street-gate, Pandon-gaie, Wallknolb 
gate, and Sand-gate. The whole of tliese gates are now pulled 
down, except Wall knoll-gate. Newgate was the last gate wbid 
was demolished. It was the town's gaol. Tliis cut shews the ap 
pearancc of the original north front of Newgate, after the winp 
and additional north building were taken down in 1B23. 




The Postern gate uas remarkably strong having gates of o 
iron doors* and a bea^y portcull e I'hrough it, m the reign % 
Edward III (134S) three hundred valiant men sallied byoighl. 
and rushing into the camp ot tlic bcots routed tl e nhole armjr^ 
and took tkrl Murray prisoner in his tent —See theyiar 1342. I 

According to Hutton'spSan of Newcastle, published in 1772, tb«l 
walls then standing from Close-gate to Sand-gate, were one milel 
and a half and a hundred yards. 
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1097.^ — It ]g not known at what time the ancient church at 
fiffidon, in Northumberland, was built, but mention is made of it 
Meu^as this year. 

109& — ^Edgar, heir to the crown of Scotland, in a fit of pious 
gntifode, presented Berwick to Carileph, bishop of Durham, be- 
cnseyuoder the banner of St. Cuthbert,* he had defeated Donald, 
wiio bad usurped the Scottish throne. Flambard, successor to Ca- 
nleph, disregarding the important ^fl of Edgar, made an irruption 
isto Sootlandy daring the absence of Edgar at the English court, 
aid letumed to Duriiam laden with the spoil of the plundered 
bovdefers. This act of hostility and ingratitude, so exasperated 
the pious Edgar, that he not only complained to William Rufus, 
dm king of England, who ordered immediate restitution, but like^ 
wise resumed the present he had made of the town of Berwick to 
the see of Dm'ham. 

1999<i — ^Rali^ Flambard succeeded Carileph in the see of Dur- 
him. This bishop was particularly solicitous about the works be- 
gan by his predecessor, and carried up the walls of the church to 
the roof* He caused the body of St. Cuthbert to be carried round 
the cathedral in a jNrooession of monks, with a numerous train of 
attendants, and then deposited in a fine sepulchre, September 4, 
1104. The bishop preached a sermon on this occasion. He built 
s statdy shrine, cslled the Fereioryy near the choir ; this shrine was 
composed of costly marble, lined with gilt, and by the donations 
of numeroos pilgrims, it became, in a short time, one of the richest 
altars in die kingdom.f He enlarged the common-hall of the mo- 
nastery. The boroueh, of a strong natural situation, he rendered 
nobler and more defensible by a wall, which he erected from the 
church to the castle. The ground between the castle and the 
church, which was crowded with houses, he caused to be cleared 
of all buildings, and reduced into a level plain, for greater cleanness, 
and to prevent the hazard of fire. In 1112, he founded and en- 
dowed the hoK>ital of St. Giles of Kepyer, near Durham, for the 
maintenance of a master and twelve brethren. He fortified the 
cssde of Durham with a moat, and strengthened the bank of the 
rirer, over which, in 1120, he built an arched bridge of stone at the 
foot of the castle, now called Framwellgate bridge. In 1121, this 
prelate built Norham castle, in Northumberland, on the top of a 
steep rocky and moated it round. 

• E^^ar* on his way to Scotland to demand the crown, lay at Durham, 
where, m a viaion, he saw St. Cuthbert, who bade him take couraf^, and as- 
nired him, that if he carried his banner along with him, hia enemies should 
flee befibre him, and he should ei\joy the throne of his ancestors. The next 
morning he obtained from the monastery the consecrated banner and became 
yictorioua. 

f St. Cuthbert'a shrine had the privilege of sanctuary, where fu^tives 
were safe for 37 days. This respite allowed criminals a time for makmg re- 
stitution, or, under the feudal laws, they would have suffered immediate pains 
and puiuiAmeD,iB,^^Sec December 16, 1495. 
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1110. — Tynefnoutli monastery, which liadbcea so much deal 
ed ID Earl Mowbray's insurrection, woe re-built. 

1 1 12— The church of St. Giles, in Durham, was dedicated, 
the south side of the altar of this church lies a wooden effigy, re-' 
presenting a person in complete armour. This figure has been 
posed to represent the first John Heath, of Kepyer, who was bi 
m the chancel in the year 1590. 

The hospital of St. Mary Alagdalen, Newcastle, is ea!d to 
been founded by King Henry I. for a master, brethren, and aisi 
to receive persons afflicted with tlie leprosy, a dreadful coatag 
disease, which anciently appears to have been very common in 
kingdom. This hospital stood between Vine Lane and the Ba 
Bridge. In IGll, King James incorporated this hoSpital with 
chape) of St. Thomas a Becket, on Tyne-bridge. A chapel dedici 
to St. James, which stood near the Borras-bridge, was supposed 
have been the chapel of this hospital. A handsome gothic itni 
ture is now building on the site of tliis Jiospital, the last remains 
which were cleared away for this purpose. 

St. Leonard's hospital, on the hill above the village of Mitfo 
in Northumberland, was founded by Sir William Uertram, in 
reigo of King Henry I. 

Brinkbum Priory was founded for Black Canons, in the time of' 
King Henry I., by Roger Bertram, baron of Mitford, and dedicated 
to St. Peter. Tlie church here has been long in ruins, but its iws 
mains speak its high antii]uity. The north and south doora aai 
charged with Saxon ornaments. The cemetery has been used n* 
late as 17*3. 

1135. — David, king of Scots, entered England, and took Alnwidp 
castle, and other chief places near the nortliern frontier. ""'^ 
king founded in Berwick a convent for Cistercian nuns. 

1137. — A monastery was founded at Bamborough for canons 
gular of the order of St. Augustine. 

1138. — David, king of Scotland, besieged Norham castle ; a gai- 
lant defence was made for some time, but the castle being thinly 
garrisoned, and no succours arriving, the place was surrendered and 
the troops permitted to retire to Durham. The Scots, on this oe^ 
casion, destroyed the town and castle. That part of the Scott 
that plundered the western parts of Northumberhuid, while Dai 
ravaged its shores, were encamped at Warden, near Hexham. 

This year, the abbey of Newminster seated on the banks of the 
river Wansbeck, near Morpeth, was Ibunded by Ralph de Merley, 
and his lady, for Cistercian monks, and dedicated to the blessed 
Virgin. Its abbot was several tiroes summoned to the parhamenta 
of King Edward I. 

1 139. — There was a peace between the kings of England and 
Scotland, at the entreaty of Maud, King Stephen's queen, and niece 
to David. By this mediation it was accorded, that David, froin 
Newcastle, where he then resided, and Stephen, from DurhaiBt 
shouldsendarbitratorsfor composing matters to the town of Chester* 
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l^««H. DttVid feent the archbiihops erf* St Andrews and 

A^goir, Stepben thoie of Cknteibary and York. The treaty was 

d|pied in the city o£ Duriiaui. 
IIM. — William Cwam, chancellor of Scotland, aeiaed the castle 

ofDoritem on the deam of Bishc^ Galfnd* 

1144— William Ctunyn, nephew to the Scottish intruder, ga- 
ttefed together his men at the chapel of St John, at Merrington, in 
Ite cmmty of Dnrham, and be^an to turn the church into a castle. 
Ihrte battma of the bishopric, to wit, Roger Conyers, Galfrid 
t EaooDAndy and Bertram Buhner, understanding of this sacrile^, 
lad ^nferri» death to the profimation of God^ altar, coUectuj^ 
tAflt fttee Aey hasdly could, repaired to the spot to stay their 
lHr4 teterpriie. 'William's men did not sustain the onset ; some 
1b\ lidien barred themsehres in the church, round whiai they had 
Mrly cotn^eted a fosse, and manning the tower and the out- 
VQfllyirhieh they had 6nished, vainly strove to drive off the assail^ 
ats wMi darts nid arrows ; but the besie^^ers, reddess of wounds 
or deadi, forced their way through the wmdows, and, hurling fire 
hrand* M the delbnddrs, were speedily masters ci the place. Du- 
ling diia period, Cumyn's soldiers burned die suburbs or Elvet, and 
St Giles gate, and Kepyer hospital, and St Giles' church. Cumyn 
eSLerdsedHnheaid-of cruelties. Some of his prisoners were sus- 

eled acniss ropes with heavy weights attached to their neck and 
; others were repeatedly plunged in the frozen bed of the 
liter; tt odiers, the naked feet, protruded through an aperture in 
die waU, were exposed to all the severity of the night The pu- 
hishisent of the booty or something resembling it, seems to have been 
ilso i&Acled. bnprisonment, cnains, and famine, completed the 
chtalogoe. The very name of Durham, at this time, became a 
lontte of terror, and a place formerly consecrated by religious re- 
verenct, was feared and detested as a kind ofheil upon earth. 

Tht bishops of Durham, amongst their extensive and valuable 
privileges, enjoyed the right of a mint, and of coining their own 
iftoaey, which win continued to them for several centuries ; com« 
hien cing in the reign of King Stephen, and ending with the sup- 
(MeHloti of the monasteries under King Henry VIII. 

1140;H-^-Osbert, the nephew of Bishop Flambard, gave the church 
(yf Bfiddleham, to the pnof and convent of Durham, with the con- 
tent of William, then bishop. Tradition attributes the building of 
thft Bikresent Structure to Anthony Bek^. The whole building nas 
had buttresses, which are still perfect, except those of the north 
iiflle wheft the wall was taken down in 1802. 

1147. — Alnwick abbey, for Premonstratensian Canons, was found- 
M by Eustace Fitz John, who, by his marriage with Beatrice, the 
daughter of Ivo de Vesey, became Lord of the baronies of Alnwick 
imd Ikfalton. Ffom the chronicle of this house, it appears that 
divers of the Percys were interred here, and that some of that fa- 
Anhr hikd been admitted to the brotherhood. 

1158«-w.Hugh Pudsey, who was elected bishop of Durham this 
year, begfm a new chapel at the east end of the cathedral, with the 
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intention of dedicating it to the honour of the Virgb Maiy, to 
which females might have free access for devotional exercises ; but, 
before the work had proceeded far, vast clefts were discovered in 
the building, which was considered as a manifestation of the saint's 
displeasure, having had, when living, a strong antipathy to the pre- 
sence of women, and which induced the bishop to relinquish his 
purpose. Pudsey having fieuled in his attempts at the east end, 
commenced building a chapel at the west end, which he called the 
Galilee. A monk preached in it once a week from an iron pulpit, 
which stood under the western window of its middle aisle, to s 
congregation of females, who at that time were not allowed to enter 
the church itself. The Galilee was used as the Consistory Court 
of tlie diocese, from a period long antecedent to the Reformation, 
until the year 1796. JNo divine service appears to have been per- 
formed in it from the dissolution till the year 1828, when it was 
fitted up with free sittings, and opened on Easter-day, for Sunday 
evening prayers, and a sermon during the summer months. The 
Galilee is from east to west 50 feet, and from north to south 80 
feet wide. For the exclusion of females from the Cathedral, see 
the years 1S33 and 1417. 

1 154. — Henry II., who began his reign this year, granted a weekly 
market to Norton, in the County of Durham, to be held on the 
Sunday ! 

1160. — The church at Darlington was erected by Bishop Pudsey 
about this year. It is a spacious structure in the form of a cross» 
with a tower rising from the centre. 

1 164. — Hugh Pudsey, bishop of Durham, granted to the burffesseft 
of Gateshead the liberty of their forest there, under certam re« 
strictions. By this charter the bishop grants also to the burgesses^ 
that each shall havcy in right of his burgage j similar liberties to ihos€ 
enjoyed by the burgesses ^Newcastle in right of their hwrgage. 

11 65. — The abbey at Blanchland, was founded for Premonstra* 
tensian Canons, by Walter dc Bolbeck. 

1170. — Bishop Pudsey built the bridge at Durham, called Elvet 
Bridge. He re-built the borough of Elvet, which was reduced to 
ashes under Cumyn's usurpation. He also re-endowed Elepyer 
hospital, and restored the buildings which had been destroyed by 
Cumyn's sokliers. This prelate built the city wall from the north 
gate, afterwards called the Gaol-gate, to the south or Water- 
gate, which ran along the brink of tlie hill, above the river, oppo- 
site to Elvet. He re-built part of the castle of Durluun, which, 
during his episcopacy, suffered by fire. In 1176, he granted a 
charter to the burgesses of Durham, that they should be for ever 
exempt from the customs called in-toll and out-toll, and from mer- 
chcts and heriots : and to have like free customs as Newcastle. 

ll'^l* — Hartlepool is first expressly mentioned, when Hugh, earl 
of Bar, son or nephew to Bishop Pudsey, brought his fleet, with an 
auxiliary body of Flemings, into St. HUda's bay. The armament 
(which was intended to assist William of Scotland in his invasion 
of England) consisted of forty knighu, with their retinues, and five 
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Inadred foot. This circumstance proves that the port had been 
flf some consequence anterior to this date. 

1171,1 — ^The chapel of St. Thomas k Becket (the martyr), at the 
Bortii end of Tyne bridge, Newcastle, must have been founded pos- 
terior to this time, as in this year, that prelate was assassinatea in 
Cmterbury cathedral. 

1173y— Berwick, with the adjacent country, was laid in ashes, and 
ID the following year, Earl Duncan re-kindled its embers and but- 
chered the inhabitants. 

1174^^— William, king of Scotland, invaded England. Committing 

die moat dreadful devastations as fkr as the banks of the Tjme, he 

Mt down before Prudhoe castle, but was obliged to raise the sie^. 

lie BOW retreated and besieged Alnwick castle, in a place adjoimnff 

to which, amidst a troop of horsemen, umrehending no danger, and 

Verting himself with the exercise of chivalry in an open plain, he 

was taken prisoner by Ranulph de Glanville, with a band of horse. 

Id which were about four hundred knights. This gallant party, 

who had set out from Newcastle early on the morning of the 12th 

of July, returned the same evening, bringing the grand enemy of 

dieir master along with them. 'Diis Wmiam, king of Scots, sur- 

named the Lion, was afterwards confined in the castle of Richmond, 

tin King Henry removed him, and imprisoned him at Rouen, in 

Normandy, "nic Scots king was afterwards delivered up at York, 

for the ransom of 4f0001. ; and a dreadful rencounter took place at 

the bridge of Newcastle, on his return to his kingdom, between his 

own guards and the people of that town, who doubtless, were highly 

exasperated at the redemption of an enemy, whom they had so 

great cause both to hate and fear. 

This year, the castle and fortifications of Norham, were restored 
by Bishop Pudsey. He built the great tower, which remains to 
this day. 

1179, — At the distance of about three miles from Darlington, at 
a place called Oxenhall, are cavities in the earth denominated HeB 
Kettle$9 to the origin of which are attached many fabulous conjec- 
tures. The chronicles of Tynemouth and Brompton relate, '' That, 
on Christmas-day (in the above year), at Oxenhall, in the out- 
skirts of Darlington, in the bishoprick of Durham, the earth raised 
itself up to a great height, in the manner of a lofly tower, and re- 
mained all that day till the evening (as it were fixed and immovc- 
sble\ when it sank down with such a horrid noise that it terrified 
all tne vicinity ; when the earth absorbed it, and there formed a 
deep pit." Mr. Camden supposed this to be the place called HeU 
KettleSj and that their origin had been subterranean convulsions, as 
above stated ; but how can this be reconciled ? Here only one pit 
is mentioned, whilst the HeU Kettles are four. The most probable 
conjecture is that they are old wrought-out marie pits. 

1180. — Sherburn hospital, near Durham, was founded by Bishop 
Pudsey for 65 poor lepers, a master and other officers. Each 
leper was to have a loaf and a gallon of beer daily ; three days in 
the week flesh meat, and four days fish ; so that one dish of meat, 
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fish, dieese^ or butted should werrt two; but on grtat dijSy tvo 
dishes were to be provided, partacafaviy mi Quwliog gMiMhd>y» 
when they were dlowed fresh salmon, or other fish, if t&y could be 
had, for one dirii ; and on Michaelmas-day, they were to lia¥0geese> 
a goose to every four. They were allowed, yearly, thred ywds of 
wooUen cloth, russet or white, six yards of linen, and six yards of 
canvas, with other necessaries, as trusses of straw and bundles of 
reeds, with four yule dogs for the vigils of our Saviour* 

1 183. — About this year. Bishop Pudsey caused a genenk mxrwtj 
to be made of all the ancient deoiesne lands and p o ssessions of hM 
bishoprick, in the form and manner of Doomsday4iook, wfaidi ii 
recorded in a small folio, consisting of 24 pages, written in a bad 
hand, called Boldom Bukb^ now remaining in die office of tiie 
bishop's auditor, in Duriiam. This survey beiiMr alphabettcaDy 
arranged, Boldon occurs first, hence the name Boldov Buk& 
There is a neat transcript of it in the Chapter Librsry at Durfaam, 
made by Dr. Hunter, and another is extant in the BodDeian libnry 
at Oxford. 

1 188. — The great convention for the settlement ci the tenths, de- 
manded bv king Henry H., was held at Wark» in Northun^ierland. 
Hugh, bisnop of Durham, was the chief of King HeniVs envoys 
and was met by William die Lion, of Scotland, his bisnope, eark^ 
barons, and a vast concourse of inferior vassals, when the oooCa re- 
jected the demand with the utmost contempt. 

St. Mary's hospital and chapel, in Westgate Street, Newcastle^ 
was founded in the time of King Henry II. by Aselack, of Killhig*> 
howe (Killingworth). He built it on his own ground, and placed 
in it two friars regular and a chaplain, to serve God and the poor. 
It is now the Free Grammar School of Queen Elisabeth. 

1192. — Hugh Pudsey, bishop of Durham, was created eari of 
Northumberland. 

1199« — A license was obtained from the crown for a market to be 
hM in Morpeth, and an annual fhir on Magdalen-day. At that 
time it was the barony of the Merley family* who had held it fVom 
the time of the Conquest, without any part of it being alienated. 

This year, Berwick bridge, which was of wood, was carried away 
by an extraordinary inundation, and was restored by William, king 
of Scotiand. 

1200« — Eang John granted a charter to the men of Hardepoot, 
that they should be free burgesses, and should enjoy the Same li^ 
berties and laws as the free burgesses of Newcasde. He also 
granted a weekly market on Wednesdays, and in 1216 confitmed 
die grant, and added the privilege of a yearly fair, for three dajrs, 
on the feast of St. Lawrence, and two days following. Hartlepool 
possesses three seals of great andquity. The two larger, which 
have, without doubt, formed the obverse and reverse of the same 
seal, were, in all probability, made when King John granted this char- 
ter, and the third, from the inscription, belongs to the office of mayor. 

The same y^ar, the churches of Bishopton and Sockbum, in the 
county of Durham, were given to the house of Sherbum, by Roger 
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Cmjm and Robert* bis ton and heir. Hie former church was, 
ihm jeaiB ago^ repaired and modernised, and the lead exchanged 
ftrsiete. 

ISQS^T— Kbig J<An hdd a personal conference with Winiam, king 
tf Soodand at Norbam casUe, touching the demand made hj the 
Scots king of the northem counties, but nothing was detenmned, 
■d King John returned in great diyleasure> 

1204w — ^Kuig John, in order to open for himself a passage into 
^^m^Um^ lij |£e reduction of Berwick, began to erect and fortify a 
cartla at Tweedmouth, but William of Scotland, rased this buiMmg 
to die grouod, and killed or put to flight the workmen and those 
vha ware appointed to protect them. 

1905 fJf''^ ^^J* — ^ ^^T severe frost commenced, which con- 
tinned till the 14fdi of March. In 1217,another mtense frost cooi- 
"!fiff4j which lasted fifteen weeks. 

ISMu King John came with a great army to Noiham ; the king 
of Scotland then assembling his troops at lUncburgh, a dreadful war 
seemed to be threatened n'om Kin^ John's extravagant demands: 
but, bj the intervention of the nobility, the two monarchs agreed 
to hold a conference, for settling their disputes, at Newcastle ; to 
vhadi idaoe the king of Scotland immediately repaired, attended 
by bis brother Davi^ and a large train of nobles ; but, being taken 
toddcnly ill, a truce was concluded on till his hedth was restored. 
The dispute remaining unsettled, each monarch again prepared fiv 
war. But a second interposition of the ndbility occasionea another 
conference at Norbam, in the same year, when a treaty of peace 
was condnded between William, king of Scotland, and King John. 

1210L— -Alexander, the son of William, king of Scotland, rendered 
homage and feal^ to John, king of England, at Alnwick. 

1212.-— King John granted and coimnned to the burgesses of 
Newcastle, and to their heirs, the town and all things belonging to 
it Xoft^farmy (on condition that they paid to him, and his heirs, 
sn hunted pounds per annum, viz.: — £50. at Easter, and the 
other £50. at the feast of St. Michael,) except the rents, prizes, 
and leases, in the part of the said town which he reserved for him- 
self. He also granted to them an hundred and ten shillings and 
sixpence of rent of escheat, to be divided amongst those people, 
who lost their rents on account of the ditch or fosse, and tne new 
work which was carried on under the castle towards the river. 
This was ordered to be so divided that they were to receive of it 
in pr o p or tion to their loss. Kinp^ John, who had a great predilec* 
tion for Newcastle, fixed his residence in the castle there during a 
considerable part df his reign. That king made a trench round the 
castle, and also strengthened it with some new and additional works 
towards the river Tyne. He granted to Newcastle the fair called 
T^nnmnif Fair. 

1213. — King John marched through Newcastle, on his route 
sgainst Scotland, with his army, but the Scottish king met him on 
the borders, and a reconciliation ensued. On this occasion King 
J(^ resided at Durham several days. 
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1215.— Tlie barons of Northumberland had recourse to Alexandt 
IL, kin^ of Scotland, for protection ngainst King John ; and, in 
to obtain it, they did homage to Alexander at Felton. King Johi 
In resentment of tiie defection of the barons, advanced to the boi 
dere ; and, amongst other places, he burnt Wark, Alnwick, Mitfor 
Castle, and Morpeth. Camden states, that Moq>eth was t 
fire by the inliabitonts themselves, to prejudice King John, < 
would have rested there in his infamous expedition. 

1215 (Nov. 1 7;.— Alexander U., king of Scotland, after in\ 
ing Norham castle for forty days, with a mighty anny, was oblige 
to raise the siege. 

This year, King John constituted in Newcastle a society of fr« 
merchants. I'he grant to the merchant adventurers of NewcostU 
is B year earlier than that to the merchants of London. 

1216. — King John plundered and burnt the town and castle t 
Berwick, where he and his mercenaries perpetrated the most b 
borous cruelties. For, in order to extort from the inhabitanta ■ 
discovery of their money and goods, they hung up both men a 
women hy the joints of their hands and feet, and inflicted o 
various other tortures. 

In the reign of King John, Marmaduke de Tueng, and Marge 
his wife, bequeathed a house and some land, at Hartlepool, 
county of Durham, for the singular purpose of purchasing smoclca 
for the nuns of Newcastle. 

This year, St. Nicholas' church, in Newcastle, appears to have 
suffered by fire. 

1217. — Alexander of Scotland, liaving incurred the displeasure 
of the Itnnuin pontiff for his adherence to tlie king of France, 
brought himself and his people under the weight of ecclesiastical 
censure, but upon his submission and promise of future obedience, 
tlie archbishop of York and tlie bishop of Durham, met at Berwick, 
^^^^ to absolve him from the sentence of excommunication, which was 
^^^^L performed in the castle, Alexander attending in person. 
^^^H , 1316. — It is not known at what time Su Andrew's church, in 
^^^^ft MewcBStlc was built, but mention occurs of it this year. 
^^^H IS30. — The king of Scots brought to Berwick a convent of 
^^^^B Dominicans, which King Edward III. removed. 
^^^H 1233. — The great central tower of Durham cathedral, which was 
^^^F formerly called the lantern, was built as high as the gallery by Prior 
^^^^ Melsonby, who was elected this year, and finished by Prior Hugh, 
J of Darlington, who was elected in 1258, and who erected the upper 

I tower, in which the bells are hung. The eastern transept, general- 

i Iv called the nine altars, is supposed to have been finished by Prior 

I Hortnn, who succeeded to the priory in 1289, and who also phiced 

I the roof on the choir. I'he whole length of this venerable pile, 

j including the GaJiUe, is 461 feet, and llie height of the middle 

^^^ tower is Jil4 feet. 

^^^^^ _ 123* — There was a grievous plague at Newcastle, which con- 
^^^^H tinued for tliree years. 
^^^^K The same year, a chapel was foundcdat Stockton, which becoming 
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noMniSy and too gmaU for the increased population of the place, 
the building of a new place of worship was necessary* — See June 
5^ 1710. 

1235^ — King Henry III. granted a special liberty to the men of 
Newcastle that no Jew should reside amongst them. 

12S6.^— The king of Scotland demanded the county of Northum- 
beriand, and King Henry made no scruple to purchase a peace by 
granting him a yearly pension of 80 merks. 

1288y — ^This year, mention is made of silver mines in the county 
of Durfaam. 

12S9 (Dee. IJm — King Henry III. granted a charter to New* 
cttde, to dig coals and stones m the common soil of that town, 
vidiout the walls thereof, in a place called the Castle Field, and 
the Forth. Here, it is supposed, the first coals about Newcastle were 
wroi^t. In 12dO, the coal trade had increased so much as to 
doable the worth dfthe town of Newcastle, and in the latter end 
of Queen Elizabeth's reign, a duty of four pence per chaldron upon 
cosls produced £10,000 a^year. After the great fire in London, 
in 1666, duties were laid upon this article to assist in rebuilding St. 
Paul's and fifty parish churches in that citv. In the year 1677, 
Charles U. granted to his natural son, Charles Lennox, duke of 
Richmond, and his heirs, a dutv of one shilling a chaldron on 
coals, which continued in the family till it was purdiased by govern- 
ment in 1800, for the annual payment of £19,000. 

This year, there was a drought at Newcastle for the space 
of three months, succeeded by a continual rain, for the like time, 
and in the following year, there was a great dearth and mortality. 

1240« — ^Hulne abbey, near Alnwick, was founded about this time. 
Among the English barons who went to the holy wars in the reign 
of King Henry lU. were William de Vesey, lord of Alnwick, and 
Richard Gray, two eminent chieftains in the Christian army. Led 
by curiosity, or devotion, they visited the monks of Mount Carmel, 
and there unexpectedly foimd a countryman of their own, named 
Ralph Fresbom, a Northumberland gentleman, who had signalized 
himself in a former crusade, and, in consequence of a vow, had 
taken upon himself the monastic profession in that solitude. When 
Vesey and Gray were about to return to England, they strongly 
importuned the superior of the Carmelites to permit their country- 
man to return with them ; which was at length granted, on condi- 
tion that they would foimd a monastery of Carmelites in their own 
country. After their return, Fresbom fixed upon this spot, from 
the great resemblance it bore to Mount Carmel, in Palestine. The 
famous biographer, John Bayle, was a member of the Carmelite 
order, and Uved and studied m this place. Afler having presided 
here with great reputation and sanctity, Fresbom at length died, 
and was buried in the monastery about the year 1274. 

1244. — ^The sister kingdoms had nearly come to an open rup- 
ture, the king of England being at Newcastle with an array, and 
the king of Scots with another at Ponteland. A peace, however, 
was agreed upon, through the mediation of the archbishop of York. 
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\2H. — ThU year die Scots besiegeil PruJhoe castle, but i* 
ubiiged to ruise the siege. 

About this time, the house and chapu!, now in ruin 
Deaurepeirc, near Durham, were founded by i*rior Bartram. 
Tossour, between life years 1S42 and 1374^ made Beaurejwire I 
favourite residence, and died there. Their ruin is said to ti 
been completed by the Scots armies when they occupied I 
iu IG41 and 1641. 

11^48. — The Black -gate, which was the main entrance to the e 
tic of Newcastle, was built by Henry 111. and cost £514. 15*. lllf 
It had two portcullises, one without the gate, and another v 




Thi* view of the east end of the Blsck-gate 
when the old housCE on the Side were pulled down, for the purpott 
of widening that street and rebuilding 

This year, the hospital of St. Edmund the Confessor, and SU 
Cuthbert, in Gateshead, was founded and endowed by Bisbop | 
Farnhain. It was for a master and three brctliren. Tliis buildinf I 
16 sup[H>sed to occupy the site of a monastery, whifh appcara fttw 1 
Bede to have been established here before uie year C^3. 

The Kreatext part of the town of Newcastle, together with the 
bridge there, was this year dcstroyetl by fire. Af^er this catastro- 
phe, varioui bishops granted indulgencics to ail those ivho a^Eisted 



AiA. 196&.J SKMABKABLK EVBHTS. 27 

■ Ifae repakiiig Tjne hndge, in conaequence of which many bene- 
' '' were nuide to it. 



1M9U— A wiMMhte oociurBy whereby King Henry IIL command- 
ci fkm hmtUb of Newcmde to elect four persons to be moniers in 
flat town, and four others to have the custody of the roval mmts 
IhenBb CoinB were struck at Newcastle by Kmg Henry I^ II. and 
OL, aad ligr Edward L and U. 

125<t— lUs year, a mariiet was held at JViitford, near Morpeth. 

IgS K f S k Peter Soott was the first chieif magistrate of Newcas- 
tk^ wlio had the title of mayor ; from this time to the year 1400, 
the town was governed by a mayor and four bailiffs, who were 
efeded annually. 

Tbe monastery of the Black Friars, in Newcastle, was founded 
by Sir Peter Scott and by Sir Nicholas Scott, his son, who was 
<me of the four baili& of the town. This monastery was situate 
near die head of Was^ate-street. Portions of it arc yet remain- 
ing. 

1255^— King Hcafy UI. visited Newcastle ; a desire to see his 
danglifer, the qaaen of Scots, was probaUy the cause of this jour- 
ney* Ha was aooompanied by his queen, and their interview with 
Che king andqa ee n of Scots, was at Wark castle. 

Thb year. King Henry UI., afler settling the afl^rs of Scotland, 
atappad al Ahiwick oa ms way southward. 

Toe Carmdites, or White Friars, had their first residence in 
Ncwcaatlc, m St. Mary's priory, upon Wallknoll, which, by license 
of Kiag Hany IIL, toey acquired to themselves and successors in 
fee of John da Byker. They removed in 1307 to the house of the 
Friars of the Sac, at the foot of Westgate-street. 

JTMt Ai^piaiiiiiii the church at Warkworth, in Northumberland, 
was a cell fir two Benedictine monks, from Durham, founded by 
Bishop Pamham, this year, and endowed with the appropriation of 
the chmch of Bnmxton. 

125S^-^T1ie house of the Franciscan, or Grey Friars, at Hartle- 
poolt moat have been founded at this time, as, in that year, a chap- 
ter of the order was holden at Narbonne, in France, when, in the 
enumeiatioa of their houses in England, Hartlepool is mentioned 
as beii^ under the custody of Newcastle. There are no remains 
of this building at present, but << The Friary'* is supposed to have 
been built out of its ruins, or occupying its site. This religious 
institntioQ was dissolved in the 37th year of the reign of Henry 
VUL 

I259«— By an order made between the town of Newcastle and 
the prior and convent of Durham, among other things it was stipu- 
lated, that the tenants of the latter, at South Shields, should have 
liberty to bake and brew for themselves only, but not for the use 
of strangers. 

1263.^ — This year, a blazing star appeared and continued for the 
space of three months. 

1265. — A monastery of Friars Preachers was founded at 
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Bamborough, by King Menry III. I.eland calls it " a fayre 
lege a little without the townc now clean gone downe." 

1269. — King Henry III. appears W have made a grant of Nct 
CBstle upon Tyne. ainong many other places, to his son Edmui 
and his lawful heirs. 

At this time, the Friars of the order of the Sac, or of the ^ 
of Jesus, were settled in Newcastle. Their monastery stood at d 
foot of Westgate-street. This bouse was granted by Edward D 
to the Carmelites, or White Friars, of the Wallknoll, on conditil 
that Walter de Carleton, the only surviving brollier, waa Buppo 
during his life as became his rank. 

The Franciscan, or Grey Friars, had their house in Newcastle 
near, or upon tlie site of the mansion of Major George AndersoR 
Anderson Place, which Grey calls " a princely house built out 4, 
the ruins of the fryers." It was founded by tlie opulent family ■ 
the CartioU, in tlie time of Henry HI. Tlic scholastic DocM 
Hugh, of Newcastle, belonged to this house. Duns Scotus a 
entered into the order of the minora here. This celebrated scholar 
was born at Embleton, in Northumberland, was educated at Ox- 
ford, and Qt Paris became the opposer of Aquinas. Friar Martin, 
of Alnwick, another great scholar, took the habit of St. Francis in 
this convent, and was buried in it in I3S6. 

1270. — A house of Carmelites, or White Friars, was founded at 
Berwick, by Sir John Grey. 

1272. — The hospital at Greatham, in the county of Durham, was 
ibuaded by Bishop Slichlll, for a master, five other priests, two 
clerks, and forty poor brethren, to be chosen from the most indi- 
gent within the manors of (he bishop. By a charter of King James, 
July 20, 1610, the brethren ore reduced to thirteen poor and 
needy men bachelors, and stricken in years. It is not easy to fonn 
any opinion as to the appearance of Ute original buildings of the 
hospital ; they seem to have stood on a plot of ground, which now 
forms a lawn, in front of the present structure. John William 
Egerton, eldest son of the bishop of Durham, was collated to the 
mastership of this hospital in 1785. In 1803, he succeeded to the 
earldom of Bridgewater, and in the same year, he restored the 
buildings which had become ruinous. The foundation stone of on 
entirely new building was laid on a plan of Wyatt's, September 15, 
1803, and was completed in the following year. The chapel of 
the hospital having become ruinous was token down in 1788, and 
(he present neat structure reared at the expense of the master. 
In the south wall of the transept, at the west end of the old chapel, 
was an arched recess, under which lay a wooden figure. As this 
had to be taken down, the contents of the tomb beneath were fully- 
explored. Under a marble slab was discovered a stone coffin, con- 
taining a complete skeleton, with a chalice of pewter or lead lying 
on the left side, which seemed to have fallen from the hands, 
which had been clawed on the breojit. A portion of the shoes or 
sandals were also found in the coffin. 
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1872 (Jwu 12^.— The Scoto swore fealty to Edward, king of 
England, at Berwick. 

1275v— On St. Nidiolas* ere great earthquakes were felt in New- 
CMtlff, with dreadful thunder and lightning, with a blazing star* 
and a comet in the af^pearance of a great dragon, which terrified 
the people. 

1277^ — ^The bishop of Durham having complained to Edward I. 
i'liaigiiig the Scottish monarch with having made certain encroach- 
nedts upon his territories, to settle which, delegates from England 
and Scotland met at Tweedmoutli, but the meeting broke up with- 
out a reconciliation. 

1278.. — ^It appears to have been customary for the king of Scot- 
land, the archbishop of York, the prior of Tjrnemouth, die bishop 
of Durham, and Gilbert de Umfreville (by their bailiffs), to meet 
the justicea coming to Newcastle, to hold pleas, and ask their Uber- 
tiea of them, when they came from the parts of Yorkshire, at the 
head of Gateshead, at a certain well there called ** The CkUle 
WdU^ or at *< FourstaneSj* when tliey came from Cumberland. 

1280d — ^The justices itinerant held their courts in the churches 
of St. Nicholas and St. Andrew, in Newcastle. 

Septemher 18« — This year, the king gave leave to the Black Friars 
of Newcastle, to make the little gate, allied the gate of the War- 
den's Close, in the town's wall. This eate was in the wall near 
where the House of Recovery now stands. 

1281^— A " cockettum," or custom-house appears as being esta- 
blished in Newcastle at this time. 

1283. — King Edward I. summoned to his parliament, at Shrews* 
bury, two representatives from Newcastle. 

The church at Bishop Middleham, in the county of Durham, is 
said to have been built by Anthony Beke, who was made bishop in 
the above year. The font of this church is a fine old bason of Stan- 
hope marble. In the parochial register, deaths by the plague are 
firequently mentioned. 

Leland gives the following account of the Trinity-house, in New- 
castle : — *^ There was a howse at Barwike, OrdinU S, Trinitatis ; 
but Anthony Beke^ byshope of Duresme, destroy id it, and then one 
WUUam WakeJUdey master of the house in Barwikey at the defa- 
cinge it came to New Castelley and by the aide of GuL Acton and 
Lawrence Acton, bretheme, both marchaunts of New Castelle, 
buildid within the towne of New Castelle, a house of the religion 
S, TrimtatiSy where WakeJUde" hymself was first master. An- 
thony Beke, was bishop of Durham, fVora 1283 to 1310, between 
whidi years, according to the above account, the foundation of the 
Trinity-house of Newcastle must be placed. 

1286. — It is not kx^own at what time the old church of All 

Saints, in Newcastle, was built, but mention is made of it this year. 

1287. — This year, St. John's church, in Newcastle, is said to 

have been built The wooden spout, down which, in papal times, 

the dove, on the day of Pentecost, was let, to represent the descent 
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oftJie Holy GhOBt, remained in this church until the beginning 
the last century. 

1290. — It has not been fully ascertained at what time th« 
giutine Friars settled in Newcastle, though it is generally bu 
eil that this house was founded by William, Lord Koss, bar 
Wark, about this year. The hospitals, &c. in the Manor C 
have been founded within its limits. 

1291. — At what time the present church at Gateshead, dei 
ed to St. Mary, was built, cannot now be ascertained, but me 
18 made of it at this period. The shape and hewing of its s 
prove that it ha£ been built out of the ruins of some Ronmn et 
III 1719, an old brass seal was dug up under a tliird pavement i 
Carlisle, with this inscription. " S" Beate Marie de GtxUit$eviiJ^ 
Tlie old church in which Bishop Walcher was murdered, | 
page ISJ, stood ^rther to the east, in a field below the Rectoi 
house, formerly called Lawless Close, but at^erwards tlie Mille 
field. 

April 15. — This year, King Edward I. was at Dorlii^an, and 
issued from thence his summons to fifty seven of the chief military 
tenants of the north. They were to assemble, with their retainer^ 
at Norham CastJe, and attend liim in Scotland, during tbe iiccus- 
tomed period of military service. The king advanced to Norham 
castle, where he held a conference with the nobility and clergy of 
Scotland. He called a parliament at Uplington Green, on the op- 
posite side of the Tweed, to settle his claim to Scotland, on the death 
of Margaret of Norway ; after this, John Ballol swore fealty to him 
in this castle. Norham castle was twice besieged by the Scots in 
the reign of Edward 11. and at length taken, but recovered in 1322, 
In the night of the coronation of Edward HI. it was unsuccesfully 
assaulted, but forced by storm the next jeor. This castle suffered 
much in a siege immediately before tlic battle of Floddon. 

1292. — The prior of Tyncmouth had built a quay and twenty-six 
houses at North Shields, which were tenanted by fiahcrs, brewers, 
and victuallers, rich enough to supply loading and provisions for 
one hundred and twenty sliips, but, at the suit of the corpnratioD 
of Newcastle, all tliese erections were removed, ficfbre that time _ 
the place consisted only of a few skids, a provincial name for hoveh, .J 
inhabited by fishermen. I 

This year, the great assembly of the states of England and ^ 
Scotlanci, was held in Berwick, for determining the claims of the 
several competitors for the crown of Scotland, when King Edward 
[. pronounced John Baliol successor to the crown. Lke. 26— 
Jolm Baliol, king of Scotland, did homage for his crown to Edward 
I. king of England, in the hall of his palace, witliin the castte of 
Newcastle ; the ceremony wa* conducted with great solemnity, in 
the presence of a number of illustrious personages of both natiom. 

1294, — At this lime, Jtamborough sent members to Parliament. 

1295. (March 24/ — Baliol, king of Scotland, contrary to hii 
fiulh and allegiance, rebelled against King Edward, on which the ] 
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Ei^^liih monarch imurdied agaioftl Baliol, and obliged him to reaign 
hu croim, and took the town and garrison of TOrwick, which he 
manned by aea and huid. In the town there was a building called 
the JRmiknllt whidi certain Flemings possessed, by the tenure of 
' ' diK it at all times against the kmg of England. Thirty of 
namtained their ground* for a whole day, against the F.nglift|» 
y, but at ni^it, the building being set on fire, wl of them perish- 
ed m the flames* The tame day the castle cajHtulated ; and the 
g arriso n, consisting of two hundred men, marched out with all the 
i t m m u B of war, after having sworn never to bear arms against 
g'lgi— m1- Frevious to the surrender of the town and castle, three 
flhqia bdongiqg to the English navy, were burnt in the haven by 
die to w nsm en, and others escaped with difficult* According to 
aooie writm, there were 7,000, and according to others, 60,000, 
alain on thu occasion ; that the streets ran wi£ blood for two day% 
and in such quantities as to make mills go. 

1296 (Monk IJ^ — A quarrel arose between Edward and the 
SeoCtisb king, who was summoned by the former to meet him at 
Neircastley on the above day. Edward attended at the time ap- 
pointed, and waited there a great while to no purpose, Baliol having 
fdused to obey his summons. 

This year, the king of England, fortified Berwick with a wall and 
foaae, and on the sith of August, he received the homage of the 
Scottish nobility before an English Parliament, summoned for that 
purpose. The bishop of Durham attended his sovereign in all the 
pomp and splendour of a Palatinate prince ; 26 standard bearers of 
hia own houadiQld, and 140 knights formed his train, and 1000 
foot and ^00 horse marched under the consecrated banner of St 
Cuthbert, which was borne by Henry de Homcastre, a monk of 
Durham. 

1297. — The Scots, under William Wallace, their famous cham- 
pion, made an inroad into England, slaying the inhabitants of 
Northumberland, and laying waste the country ; the inhabitants, 
with their wives, children, furniture, and cattle, fled to Newcastle. 
On their march, they burnt the town of Hexham, together with the 
priory, the west end of the church, and the school house; they 
likewise destroyed Corbridge, and burnt a small nunnery at Lamh- 
ley, the wretched nuns sufibring torture and ravishment. As they 
proceeded down the north side of the Tyne, the inhabitants of 
kyton, thinking themselves securely defended by the depth of the 
river, provoked the Scots with such opprobrious lang^ge, that a 
party of them forded the river, and plundered and burnt the town. 
As they approached Newcastle, the townsmen, having made every 
necessary preparation, sallied forth in order to fight them, upon 
which the Soots turned another wav. They also met with great 
opposition when in the neigbourhood of Alnwick castle, the garri- 
son of which sent forth parties to attack the marauders. Berwick 
was taken by Wallace, through the neglect of Cressingham, its 
governor, but the castle held out, and after a long assault, was re- 
heved by a large army of horse. During this inroad, the abbey of 
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Carham was burnt by the Scots under Wallace, whose encampd 
ment ^ve name to an adjacent field. In King Edward's letter If 
Pope Boniface, he describes their cruelties in the following n 
horrible manner : — " The Scots inhumanly destroyed an in 
merable multitude of his subjects, burnt monasteries, churcbea, m 
towns, with an unpitying and savage cruelty, slew infants in thi 
cradles, and women in cliild-bed, barbarously cutting olTwoined 
breasts, and burnt in a school, whose doois they first built u 
two hundred young men." 

1297. — This year, the first two burgesses, upon record, who » 
chosen for Newcastle, were John Scot, and Peter Uraper, or I 
per, who represented this town in a parliament, held at York I 
above year, the 26th of Edward I. 

1298, — At a parliament held at York, there was a general s 
raons to appear in arms, at Newcastle, within eight days, to piv< I 
ceed against tlie Scots. 

1299. — Pandon, anciently a distinct town from Newcastle, 
united thereto by a charter of King Edward I. The kings of North- 1 
umberland, after the de|>arture of the Itomaus, are said to hara I 
had one of their palaces in Pandon. I 

This year. King Edward I. restored to the monks of Tynemouth, 
certain free customs, which the crown had deprived them of, and 
granted the prior to have all pleas concerning his men, lands, and 
tenements, to be pleaded and determined by his own justices, the 
king's justices not being permitted to enter his liberty. ■ 

J)a!. 7. — The same year, there appears to have been a chapel 
at Heaton, near Newcastle, which was honoured witli the presence 
of King Edward I., to hear a boy-bishop perform the vespers ofs 
Su Nicholas therein, on which occasion, he gave to this clericdi 
phenomenon, and certain boys that came to sing with him, thfti 
sum of 40s. 

This year, a ship is mentioned belonging to Hartlepool, with ft 
crew of 27 men, which, togetJier with two barges, were empWeA 
in the transport of provisions, for tlie use of tlie king's army at Stir- 
ling and Edinburgh. 

1300. — King Edward I. was at Durham, as a mediator betweea i 
the bishop and his convent, touching their then bitter diuensionai • 

This year. King Edward offered a clasp of gold, of the value of 
six merks, at the shrine of St. Oswyn, at Tynemouth. 

Alnwick church was founded in the reign of King Edward L, 
probably about this ^-car. 

1301. — About this year. King Edward I. ordered the counteM 
of Buclian, to be placed in a wooden cage, in the shape of a crown, 
and shut up in one of the towers of Berwick castle, for crowning ■ 
Uobert Brace, at Scoone. She was attended by two Englidi i 
women. After remaining six years in this confinement, she wm^ 
released by the clemency of King Edward II. on his accession to i 
the throne. 

1302. — King Edward I. was at Newcastle, in the beginning of 
this year. 
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1M& — Kmg Edward 1^ mustered that victorious army at Ber- 
wick with wh^ he penetrated the remotest parts of Scotland, and 
daapleted its conquest. During the king's absence in Sa>t]andp 
Usneea resided at Tjnemouth monastery. 

liiiB year, a ftir was granted to Tynemouth, but was revoked the 
MoiiriBg yetati on the petition of the town of Newcastle. 

1905 fAng. 28;^-*William Wallace, the Scottish hero, after ex- 
pcriendug different reverses of fortune, was betrayed into the 
MBdi of his enemies. He was taken to London, tried by the laws 
of finglaody and there executed on the above day. One half of his 
bod)r was ordered to be exposed on Berwick bridee. Wallace's 
■laluHi and strength were gigantic, his aspect and adidress pleasing 
aad attractive ; he was subtle in devising, and dexterous in the 
exacrtidn of the most adventurous and perilous projects. Many 
persaos of note, among whom was Neil, the brother of Robert 
Bmo^ w^re taken prisoners with Wallace, and sent to Berwick, 
where Uiey Irere condemned to be hanged, drawn, and quartered. 

ISOfi^'^ohn de Sevton, one of the esquires of Eong Robert Bruce* 
having been taken prisoner, was conducted to Newcastle, and there 
hanged. 

Tob year, judcment was given in parliament, that the prior of 
Tynokiouth, who nad built a quay at Ncn-th Shields, within the flood 
flsark of the river Tyne, should remove it at his own cost. The 
fiiilowing year, the prior of Tynemouth caused a pillory to be 
erected in that village. 

1310 f March SJ^ — Died at Eltham, near London, Anthony 
Beke, bishop of Durham, and, by the Pope, made patriarch of Je- 
rusalem* Ihis was the first prelate of Durham, who was buried 
within the waDs of the cathedral ; his predecessors had been re- 
strained firom sepulture within the sacred edifice, by a reverential 
awe for the body of St. Cuthbert, and on this occasion from some 
motive of superstition, the corpse was not allowed to enter the 
doors, although a passage was broken through the wall for its re- 
ception, near the place of interment. This prelate granted to the 
town of Stockton, a weekly market on Wednesday, and an annual 
fiur on the feast of the translation of St. Thomas k Becket, and eight 
following dajTS. 

This year. King Edward II. was at Newcastle. The same year, 
the king, queen, and nobles spent their winter at Berwick. 

This year, the castle and barony of Alnwick, came into the pos- 
session of the Percys, a fiunily of great distinction in England, 
from the time of the Conquest. 

131 h — About the latter end of this year, a great confederacy was 
formed by the nobles and others of England, called Contrariants 
and Ordamers, against Piers Gaveston, the well-known minion of 
King Edward EL The king retired with him to York, where he kept 
his Christmas, and received a petition, either to deliver him up or 
expel him the kingdom. Having no inclination to do either, he re- 
tnntfed still farther north with him to Newcastle, where they con- 
tinned some time. The incensed barons, headed by the earl of 
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Lancaster, and accompanied by all the forces they could raise, pur- 
sued him thither. The kiiig, having received inteUigence of nieir 
approach, fled with his hated companion, to Tjrnemouth, where his 
Gueen, then pregnant and near her delivery 9 at that time resided; 
ttom Uience, having procured a vessel in the river l^e, notwith- 
standing her tears and intreaties, not to abandon her m that place, 
he sailed with Gaveston to Scarborough. The earl of Lanouter, 
after he had taken possession of Newcastle, sent down to Tyne- 
mouth, to condole with the afflicted queen, whom reasons of state 
forbade him to visit in person. The said earl, who, with the barons, 
had entered Newcastle the same day it was deserted by the kii^ 
and his minion, seized the effects which their great haste had pre- 
vented them fVom removing with them. In Gaveston*s baggage 
were found many jewels of great value ; of these they took an ex- 
act inventory ; and, after his death, restored them to the long. 

1312. — Robert Bruce, king of Scotland, at the head of a power- 
ful army, entered NorUiumberland, and, after burning Hexham 
and Corbridge, marched across Durham with such rapidity, tibat 
he surprised the inhabitants of the city of Durham in theur beds, 
and laid the suburbs in ashes. Here the Scots divided thehr forces, 
and a party under Sir James Douglas, directed their march to the 
coast, and, after firing and plundering Hartlepool, retreated loaded 
with spoil. The Scottish monarch attemptea to surprise Berwi^ 
by an escalade in the night ; but, after ladders of rope were fixed, 
the place was saved by the barking of a dog, which alarmed the 
garrison, and the assailants were repulsed with considerable loea. 

This year. Bishop Kellaw granted to the town of Sedgefield, a 
weekly market, to be held on the Friday. <' On the complaint of 
John Wliitchurch, the rector, that the Friday market was neglect- 
ed, and that the chapmen and others exposed their merchandise, 
and transacted their business on the Sundays,'* Bishop Bury re- 
newed and confirmed Kellaw's grant. 

1813. — By an inquisition taken this year at Newcastle, it was 
found that the castle of that town, and all the edifices about it, 
were in good repair. 

1314. — King Edward II. was again at Newcastle, on his route to 
Berwick, where, previous to the battle of Bannockbum, so disaa^ 
trous to the English, he rendezvoused his army, conststing of 
40,000 horse and 52,000 foot ; they were in part lodged within the 
town, and the rest in tents without the walls. The carriaffes attend- 
ing this army were numerous, as no supplies could be crown fhwii 
a country desolated by war and wasted by famine. Mahnsbmy 
says, if they had passed in one line, they would have extended 
sixty leagues in length. After the battle of Bannockbum, the 
Scots followed up their successes, laying Northumberland and 
Durhaii under heavy contribution. In the succeeding year, they 
again penetrated into the bishopric, where they particularly plun- 
dered Hartlepool. This place, and the manor of Hart, had formed 
part of the extensive possessions of Robert Bruce, previous to his 
ascending the Scottish throne, and it is very natural to suppose. 
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that, after it had been wrested from his family, and given to Robert 
lie Clifford, earl marshal of England, who was slain at Bannock- 
burn, it would become more particularly an object of jealousy, and 
consequently of plunder and destruction. After the battle of Itan- 
nockbum, King Edward II. returned to Berwick, from which place 
he issued a proclamation respecting his privy seal, which had been 
lost in that sanguinary conflict. 

131+ — Harbottle Castle was demolished by the Scots, but 
was afterwards restored. This was part of the possessions of the 
Umfrevilles of Prudhoc, who held it by the service of keeping 
Keedsdole free from thieves and wolves, under which tenure ihey 
held the castle and manor of Ottcrburn. 

1315. — Dungtanborough was a manor and estate of Prince Ed- 
mund, earl of Lancaster, whose son Thomas, obtained alicense this 
year, to make a castle of his manor-house, in this place. He was 
the most powerful and opulent subject in Europe in his time, but 
becoming general of the confederate army, that opposed Edward 
111., he was beheaded, and afterwards canonized. His estate and 
fortress were restored to his brother, and continued in the Lancas- 
trian house till after the battle of Hexham, when certain of Queen 
Margaret's adlierents, vis. Sir Richard Tunstall, Thomas Findern, 
Doctor Morton, and others, with 120 men, continuing within it in 
arms, it was besieged by Lords Wenlock, Hastings, and two others, 
with a large force, and after three days' assault, was taken, and 
battered into ruins, in which state it has ever since remained. It 
stands upon a high whinstonc rock, accessible on the south, but 
naturally defended by a rocky declivity on the west, and by the sea 
and abrupt frightful precipices on the east and north. 

lliis year, Andreas Bruntoft occurs as mayor of Harllepool. 
TTie bailills of Hartlepool are mentioned so early as 1297. 

This year, the whole militia of England were ordered to rendez- 
vous at Newcastle : and, in 1316, another rendezvous was ordered 
to be at the same place, on another expedition against Scotland. 

1316. — Gateshead was governed by a bailiff, a patentee officer, 
under the bishops of Durham. Tlie names of several persons who 
filled this office, occur as witnesses to charters in the vestry, from 
the above year, to 1630, when it was held by Sir Thomas lliddell, 
kut. The borough petitioned the bishon to appoint tliem a new 
one in 1772, setting forth, that since the deatli of^ Robert Delaval, 
whose patent was dated in 1681, that officer had been discontinued, 
and that they had still in tlieir possession a seal inscribed " Sigil- 
/hm Surffh lie Gateshead." The bishop referred the matter to his 
attorney-general, but as yet no bailiff has been appointed. 

This year, Mitford castle, in Northumberland, was in the posses- 
>ioD of Sir Gilbert de Middleton, knt, a free booter, who with Sir 
Walter de Selby, and other persons, committed great depredations 
on the priory of Tynemouth, but having been laJcen prisoners, and 
sent to London, they were there tried and condemned, and suffer- 
ed death on the gallows. This castle was probably built soon afler 
the Conque»!l. 
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lS16.-~This year, the ScoU penetrated lo tlie neighbourhood J 
Durham, and bumetl the prior's seat at Beaurepaire. 

Tlic hospital of St. Mary Magdalen, at Bamborough, was licei 
by King Edward II. 

1317. — There was a grievous famine and mortality at Newca 
insomuch that the (|uick could hardly bury the dead, and a g 
corruption of cattle and grass. Some eat the flesh of their ( 
children, and thieves in pison devoured those that were brouf 
in, and greedily eat them half olive. 

1318. (-Ww. 24.^.— The king charged the receiver of hiBTicto 
at Newcastle, with the delivery of iO casks of wine to the ioIiBbi- 
laiits of Nortjiumberland, as a compensation for their losses by the 
incursions of the Scots. 

Ttiis year, Norham castle was besieged by the Scots, Sir Thomaa 
Grey, being then governor, by whose brave defence, and the time- 
ly aid of the Lords Percy and Neville, it was preserved from the 
hands of the enemy. During tlie siege, the Scots raised two forts 
against tlie castle; one at the church of Norham, and the other at 
Upsclington, Tlic game year the Scots took Wark castle by 
assault. 

1319 (Sep. IJ King Edward II. arrived before Berwick with 

a large body of troops. Hb force was accompanied by a fleet from 
the Cinque Ports, laden with provisions and all kinds of stores, 
llie English fortified their camp, and then proceeded to an assault. 
The walls of the town are described to be so low, that an assail- 
ant might strike the people that defended them with a spear. On 
the 7lh, the English attempted an escalade at different parts at the 
same time, and a ship was directed to approach with an engine to 
attempt the walls next the haven ; but all these were fruitless; the 
ship was left on the ground by the ebb of the tide. On the 13th, 
a more general assault was made, when the English employed a 
great machine called a Soji>, constructed for holding and defending 
men, who were moved in it towards the foot of the wall, in order 
to undermine and sap its foundation. Devices were used tn bum 
this marhine, but by throwing a stone of vast weight from an en- 
gine, the Sow was split, and her occupiers dislodged. On an at- 
tack of Mary Gate, the draw-bridge was burnt and the gate in 
great danger, but forces from the castle coming to its defence, the 
assailants were obliged to retire. The earl of Murray, and Lord 
Douglas, had entered England with 10,000 chosen men, and pene- 
trated almost to the city of York, the queen escaping with dijficul- 
ty. These circumstances determined Edward to raise the siege of 
Berwick. King Robert Bruce, perceiving the importance of this 

C1ace, strengthened the walls, and raised them considerably in 
eight, adding also many new towers and additional bulwarks to ths V 

This year. King Edward II., having granted a deputa 
cottservatorship of the river Tyne to John Ilampsted, recalled that -I 
power on the claim of the mayor and burgesses of Newcastle. J 

1S20.— In a deed of this date, a pJacc occurs in the field rfl 
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Earn, CfairtOB, near TVaoMmth, under die Bane «r « Biak$ Okm- 
kn^ ■Klicating phuJjy it should teeniy that there were oo the spot, 
AtdMttiaietaoawrcBaiBteraRoiiiaiittatioo. In the «ne deed, 
• tk€ GaUmn€fRBdaiBmi* it mendooed, in e tttoition anflwering 
la dMt of the ManlatoBe» which there it ereiT reaaan to bdfieve» 
ii DO mmn than the ahaft of an andent crooty the inacrtption upon 
which ia dearly of modem date. In a plan of Tyneonoath, and 
Tyafuwithihirr^ aa torveyed by Mr. Iiaac Thon^iaoo, in 1757, 
the fidd in which diia Monkstooe ttandt, it called ^ Cwou CUm 



Thia year, St. Leonard's hospital oocora as existing, the rdna of 
whidi, were to be traced, a few years ago, a little to the west of 
Tynemouth, on the road to Newcastle. 

Ota Candlemas di^, diia year, a congreas was held at Newcastle, 
in order to estddish tiw tenna of rfconciliation between England 
and Smdaml . Besides the oonserfators of the truce for Ei^hmd 
and Scotland, there were present aa aicb and iwedwifors, two en- 
voys from Fliflipy khy of mnce, and two nundoa from the Pope, 
but each party msistiiMr on rigoroos articles, nothing was effected. 

1S22 (M^ 84^..— Kmg Edward IL led a powerftd army to the 
borders. Toe nortibem barons were ordered to join the royd 
standard at Newcastle on the above day, and the bishop of Dur- 
ham was smrnmmrd to call out all the sdijects of the palatinate, 
able to bear arms» both horae and foot, between the Mes of sixteen 
and sixty. The long with his army marched to relieve Norham 
castle, and after an assault of ten days, retook it During this 
time, his qoaea resided at Tynemouth monastery. When the king 
was at DmrhaBi, he offered an (mche of gdd at the shrine of St. 
Cuthbert. 

This jrear, Stockton was plundered and fired by the Scots, dur- 
ing their destructive inroad dong the eastern coast. 

132S^ — On the execution of Andrew de Harcla, earl of Carlisle, 
who suffered death for treason, one quarter of his body was order- 
ed to be put imon the keep of the castle of Newcastle. His sen- 
tence was, ^ that his sword should be taken from him, and his gilt 
spun hacked off from his heels ; that he shodd be drawn and 
hanged by the neck, his heart and bowels taken out of his body, 
bonit to ashes, and winnowed, his body cut into four quarters, one 
to be set iqpon the prindpd tower of Carlisle casUe, another upon 
the tower of Newcastle, a third upon the bridge at York, the fourth 
at Shrewsbury, and his head upon Lcmdonbridge," which judg- 
ment was executed upmi him accordingly. 

This year, the commissioners of King Edward II. and King David 
Bruce, were at Newcastle, where a peace was concluded for 18 
years. Among the English commissioners, were Adomer, earl of 
Fembroke, and Hitth de Spencer, lord high charoberhun. Among 
those from Scotland, the bishop of St. Andrew's, and the earl of 
Murray. 

S^fUmbmr 30^— Thb year, the body of Ada, a bastard son of 
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L'Xing Edward U., was buried in the conventual church, at Tyne- 
I'inouth. 

1323. — The walls of the city of Durham, having been neglected, 

Ind becoming ruinous, were reBt«rcd, and put into a state of defence, 

Bishop Beaumont, who, this year, received a severe censure 

n Edward 11., for his negligence in matters so important to hia 

I ^atin:ite. 

1326. — The Scots made an assault upon Norham castle. Robert 
klanners, then governor, had received intelligence of the intended 
I attempt, and permitting sixteen of the assailants to scale the out- 
I'Ward wall, put them to the sword. 



1327. — Warkworth castle, in Northumberland, at all points, and 
especially from the south, is a most magnificent pile of rums. About 
half a mile up the river Coquet, from Warkworth castle, situated 
in a deep romantic valley, is a very curious hermitage, excavated 
in the solid rock, and supposed from the style of its archileeture, 
to have been fonned about the time of Edward III., who began his 
reign this year. It was for one priest, or hermit, but its origin and 
founda^on are uncertain. The earl of Northumberland, in his 
grant to the last hermit, in 1532, calls it " mine armitage, belded 
in a rock of stone, in ray parke, in honour of the Holy Trinity." 
There are remains of masonry against the rock ; but the most 
curious part consists of a chapel, sacristy, and vestibule, hewn out 
of a fine freestone rock, SO feet high, and overshadowed with 
shrubs and stately forest trees. It is universally agreed, that the 
founder was one of the Bertram family, which had once considera- 
ble property in that county. The hermitage of Warkworth was 
celebrated in 1771, by the laic Dr. Percy, bishop of Dromore, in 
the ballad of " Tht Hermit of WarhBorlh." The above cut shews 
the exterior of the hermitage. 

This year, a summons was issued for all the king's military vassals 
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to attend him at Newcastle, on the Monday before Ascension day. 
The king did not attend in person, but deputed his uncle, the earl 
if Norfiuk, marshal of Eng^d. 

1327 (Jftfy 13^.— An army of 20,000 Scottish horse, under the 
cammand of Randdph, earl of Murray, and Lord Douglas, entered 
England, and crossing through Cumberland and Hexhamshire, oc- 
cqpied the wild and mountainous passes of Weardale, in the county 
of Durham. Their progress was checked by the arrival of King 
Edward UL in the north, with a powerful force. The young king 
was at Durham on the above day, and on the 18th he moved for^ 
ward in porsuit of the enemy. Their track was discovered by the 
smoke of bumins villages, but, amidst the defiles of a mountamous 
country, the native habits of the Scots, baflied the efforts of the re- 
gular tiooMy and after a pursuit of several days, Edward came 
within auht of the mvaders, encamped in Stanhope Paric« The Scots 
oocqiiea a hill, at whose base, the river Wear, offered a dangerous 
and uncertain ibtd. The armies remained thus opposed to each 
odier for three days, during which, mutual defiances were ex- 
changed, and several adventurous kniffhts crossed the river, from 
bodi camps, to skirmish or engage in feats of arms. On the third 
night, the Scots made fiUse fires, and abandoned their camp. Ed- 
ward followed their movements on the opposite bank, and the 
armies again encamped in sight of each other, separated by the 
river, ana eadi dreaoing to hazard the attack. Meanwhile, several 
desperate ftats of individual valour were achieved, but, they were 
all eclipsed, by the daring attempt of Douglas. On a moonless 
night, he crossed the river above the encampments with 200 horse, 
penetrated to the royal tent, and though repulsed and surrounded, 
hewed his retreat through the English camp, and led back his band 
of adventurers with trifling loss, amidst the slaughter and confiision 
of a midnight surprise. The armies had observed each other with- 
out changing their respective positions, during three days. The 
English vainly hoped to reduce the Scots by famine, whilst the 
latter, unable to advance without hazarding an unequal contest, 
began to feel the irksomeness of restraint and inaction, and to me- 
ditate the means of a retreat. A Scottbh knight was made prisoner, 
who confessed, with seeming reluctance, that his countrymen were 
in motion, and that the troops were under orders to follow the 
standard of Douglas, at the hour of vespers. The exploit of this 
formidable chieftain was freshly remembered, and the English lay 
all night upon their arms, expecting the attack, but, the morning 
discovered the deception; the Scots had quitted dieir camp at 
midnight, and pursuit of such an enemy was hopeless.^ Edfvard 
lamented with tears the escape of his enemies, and his soldiers 
amused themselves by visiting the deserted camp, which contained 
500 head of cattle, which the Scots had slaughtered and left behind, 
as too heavy to carry with them ; 1000 wooden spits, loaded with 
meat for roasting : 300 cauldrons, made of the skins of the slaugh- 
tered cattle, filled with water, and suspended on cross-stakes over 
the fires, for boiling ; 10,000 pairs of shoes or brogues, made of raw 
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hides ; and, lastly, tiD girdles, for baking oat bannocks. The flighl 
of the Scots wag so rapid, that in three days they traversed NortT 
umberland and Cumberland, and on the thhd night crossed U 
Scottish border. The king returned towards Durham by eu 
Btages, and, on the same night, Edward lay at Beaurepaire, w' ' ' 
three miles of Durham, and his troops encamjied in the surroiui 
fields. From hence, accompanied by his nobles, he visited 
cathedral, and, alWr allowing his soldiers two days of rest ii 
city and environs, he marched to York and disbanded his troopKl 
The English army consisted of 8,000 men at arms, knights and 
esquires; 15,000 horse, 15,000 foot, consisting of country levieei 
and 24,000 archers t besides camp followers. A very con sideraUe 
part of this force were the Hainaulters, or Eleniings, who had come 
into England, under Sir John de Hainault. Edward paid Sir Joho 
£4,000. thr the loss his troops had suffered in horses during the ex- 
pedition, and £H,000. more, for & subsidy. John de Hainault's 
cavalry were well shod at Durham. A circumstance honourable 
to the inhabitants of Durham, must not he omitted : — When the 
army marched forward in quest of the Scots, they left their b^- 
cage and waggons in a wood at midnight ; tlie inhabitants of Dur- 
ham found them there, removed them at their own cost, and placed 
them in their empty barns. Each waggon was distinguished by m, 
■mall bannerol attached to it. 

1327 (N0V.2Q}. — The commissioners of both nations met at. 
Newcastle, and, concluding a truce, such preliminaries for a settled i 
peace were agreed upon, as were deemed worthy of pariiamentaiy 
considerallon : and, accordingly, a parliament was summoned Xt 
assemble at York. 

This year, the Scots laid siege to the costJes of Norham and 
Alnwick, the former whereof they took ; but, they had not tb« 
Hme success at Alnwiclt ; and, in the siege of that place, several 
Scottish knights were slain. 

1328. — Joan, sister of Kin^ Edward III., being contracted to. 
David, the son and heir of Kmg Robert Bruce, was conveyed l» 
Berwick with a splendid retinue, where she v/aa received by tb^ 
earl of Murray, and Lord Douglas, representatives of the king, h« 
being sick; and the nuptials were celebrated witli great magnifr, 
cence. She was called Mahe Peace, and carried with her the ra^^ 
man roll, and all records which had been seized by King Edward i 
I., to be again deposited in the Scotch archives. At this ceremot)]^< 
a magnificent parade was made by the nobles of each nation, ana> k 
sumptuous pageant crowded the place, with all that solemn porom.' 
which, in tiie days of chivalry, decked out public spectacles. Sump- 
tured horses, and men braced in sliining arms, forming long traina 
of steel efligies, stiffened in coats of mail, and strapped like inani- 
.tnate bebgs, to the saddle, were the chief objects ; Lord Mortimer's 
retinue alone, consisted of nine score knights, properly caparistHi- 
ed, with their esquires, gentlemen, and yeomen. 

This year. King Edward III. remitted to the burgesses o 
caitle, oU debts and arrears due to him and his progenitors. 
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ISSOL — The prior of Tynemouth let a coUierVy called Heygrove, 
M •< Elslewjke. * for £5. a-jear, another in the East-field there, 
at ax merlES a-year ; besides which, they had one in the West-field, 
md anodier near GaUow-fiat, on the same estate, in the years ISSl 
md ISSi^^S^ April 24s 1695. 

VSSSL — ^King Edward UI. deputed John Darcy and William I>e« 
mm, to treat with the ambassadors from Scotland, at Newcastle. 

ISSS f April I J* — King Edward III. arrived at Durham on his 
mardi no rthw ar d s. During his stay at Durham, he lodged in the 
priory; a few days after. Queen Philippa came from Knares- 
bora^;h to meet mm, and, being unacquainted with the custom of 
diis duirch, went through the abbey gates to the priory, and after 
imppi ng witii the king, retired to rest. This alanned the monks, 
one of whom went to the king, and informed him, that St. Cuth- 
bert had a mortal aversion to the presence of a woman. Unwilling 
to give any offence to the church, Edward inunediately ordered 
the queen to arise, who, in her under garments only, returned by 
the gate dirough which she had enter^, and went to the castle, 
after moat devoutly praying that St. Cuthbert would not revenge 
a fault, which she had, through ignorance, committed. Edward, on 
beii^ reftised the homage of David Bruce, and the restitution of 
Berwick being withheld from him, commanded his herald to pro- 
claim his defiance of the Scottish king, which was equivalent to a 
declaration of war. On the 12th of April, the English army com- 
menced the si^;e of Berwick, which had been put into a complete 
posture of defence. The English monarch, with his army, remain- 
ed before the walls of Berwick for about a month, when perceiving 
no likelihood of its surrender, he led his army into Scotland, car- 
rying carnage and devastation in his train, after which he returned 
to Berwick, and finding that it still held out, he changed the siege 
into a complete blockade, both by sea and land. The brave gar- 
rison getting no relief, and suffering great privations, offered to 
Edward terms of capitulation, to deliver up the place in five days, 
provided that it should not be relieved beiore that time. On the 
15th of July, these terms were agreed to, and hostages delivered for 
the due performance of the contract, one of whom was the eldest 
son of Sir Alexander Seton, the deputy-governor, whose younger 
son was a prisoner in the hands of Edward. It is reported that 
during the cessation, Edward committed the following indelible 
act of cruelty ; he insisted upon the immediate surrender of the 
town, threatening in case of refusal, to hang the governor's sons in 
full view of the ramparts. The governor, after the most conflict- 
ing torments, replied, that he was determined to preserve his rec- 
titude, though at the inestimable price of his sons. Edward, in 
unison with his threat, caused a gibbet to be erected, whereon he 
hanged Seton's two sons. The spot where this sanguinary act is 

• Elswick, near Newcastle, at present the property of John Hodgson, 
Esq. 
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uud to have taken place, ig a considerable eminence, on the BOut 
side of the river Tweed, and has ever since been termed Hat _ 
dyke-Nook. The Scots kept possession of Becwick until their 
feat Bt Hallidown Hill, July IB, when it was surrendered the 
following, to Edward, who remained some days in It, to rel 
himself and his army, and ordered a public thanksgiving Xo be 
served throughout his dominions. For securing the town of 
wick in his allegiance, Edward demanded twelve hostages 
chosen out of the families of the principal inhabitants of the 
eight of whom to be placed at Newcastle, and four at York. 

This year, on the day Bishop Bury was enthroned, he enter* 
taincd, in the hall of the cafitle> at Durham, the king and queen gt 
England, the queen dowager of England, the king of Scotland, Ite 
two metropolitans, and Ave other bishops, seven earls with th«r 
ladies, all the nobility north of the Trenl^ with a vast concourse of 
knights, esquires, and other people of distinction, among whom 
were many abbots, and other religious. 

1334. — King Edward III. kept his Whitsuntide at Newcastle, 
soon after which, Edward Baliol, king of Scotland, did him homage 
in the church of the Black Friars, in that town, as his superior, 
and chief lord of the realm of Scotland. Tliis was performed on 
the 19th of .lune, in a public and solemn manner, in the presence 
of a great number of nobles and genllemen there assembled. He 
alienated, at the same time, to the English king, the five Scottish 
counties, next adjoining to the borders of England, to be annexed 
to that crown for ever. 

This year. King Edward III., by a writ, furbadc the mayor and 
bailiffs of Newcastle, to hinder tlie mooring of ships on the south 
side of the river Tyne. 

1335 (Feb. 16;.— King Edward III. was at Newcastle ; he 
there again about Midsummer, this year, with his army, where 
was attended also by Baliol, king of Scots. 

This year, the Scots ravaged all the country on the banks of the 
Tees : tlie terrified inhabitants of Hartlepool flow to their ships, 
with such effects as they could readily remove, and put to sea for 
safety. How the town could be so easily surrendered is surpris- 
ing, except by treachery, the appearance of the fortifications being 
BO solid, tuat a long siege cuuld have been sustained i however, the 
enemy were satisfied by a large contribution, which saved the 
whole neighbourhood from destruction. 

This year, tlie mariners of Newcasde were employed in the 
king's service, in Scotland. 

JViroentfier.— This year, a truce was agreed to at Alnwick be- 
tween Edward III. and Sir Andrew Murray, the guardian of Scot- 
land. 

133G (June 20; — King Edward III. was at Newcastle, on his 
way to Perth. He returned to Newcastle before the 28th of Oc- 
tober following, and occurs, dating from that town, on the 3d of 
November. 
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TUb jmr, the king met the Scottish del^ates at Newcastle, 
when he accaded to propoMis made by the pope's mmcio, for a 
tetlier time of trooe. 

Hm jmr, mentioo oocun of the new chapel of St Mary, at 

lyMBMIUth* 

1S87.I — ^The kmg appomted assemblies of his northern barons, to 
bt Md 9t York, and once at Newcastle. 

ISn^— The Frandscans had a house in Berwick, to which King 
Edward IIL, this year, confirmed a grant of twenty merks an- 
nodly. 

IMO (^^ii^« 15^«— By a sudden inundation of the river Tyne, at 
Newcaaue, a great oart of the town wall, which extended along the 
QMff was thrown down, and 167 men and women were drowned. 

m04 — ^King Edward lU. was at Berwick, with an army of 
4(M»0 Iboe and 6000 horse. 

I341r— Kmg Edward III. kept the festival of Easter, at Ber- 
wick, and held a tournament, in which twelve knights of Scotland 
cntmd the lists with twelve of the king's train. This spectacle 
was exhibited with great magnificence and solemn pomp ; but from 
the aaimosi^ which subsisted between the people of the two na- 
tions, this exhibition was attended with so much ire and inveteracy, 
and aaeb bitter rivalship, that two Scottish knights were slain, and 
Sir John Twilbrd, an English knight. 

This year, it was granted that no soods come by sea to New- 
eaatle» noold be sold, until a plank belaid to the ship, on forfeiture 
of the goods. 

N&tSmber 4. — This year, the king was at Newcastle, a military 
rendesvous having been ordered there. 

1342«~David, king of Scotland, invaded England by the eastern 
border, with an army of 53,000 horse and foot, and, coming to 
Newcastle, lay about it all night Early the next morning, the 
townsmen sallied forth to reconnoitre the enemy, of whom they 
dew great numbers by surprise, and brought back with them the 
eari of Murray, whom they took a prisoner in his tent. The next 
morning the Scots assaulted the town, but Sir John Nevil, then 
captain of the castle, making a most vigorous defence, they were 
compeUed to rmse the siege, and marched on towards Durham, 
whioi they took, after a siege of seven days. David here imbrued 
his hands m the horrid massacre of all ages and both sexes, spoiled 
and plundered the sacred places, and put the religious to miserable 
deaths. On his returning homewards, the rear of his army passing 
the castle of Wark with great bads of plunder, were seen by the 
garrison with the greatest indignation. Sir William Montague 
was then governor, and the countess of Salisbun^, whose lord the 
fortresa then belonged to, then resided there. The governor, with 
40 horsemen, made a sally, attended witli considerable slaughter, 
bringing into the castle 160 horses laden with booty. King David, 
incensed at this insult, led his army against the castle, and made a 
general assault, but met with a rejpulse, attended with great blood- 
shed. David then prepared to till up the ditches, and bring his 
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batlering engines to plav upon the walls. The imminent dang 
of the garrison, rendered it necessary to send information ofthi 
situation to the English monarch, who was approaclung the bordem 
with a great army. The place being closely invested, rendered 
such an attempt perilous ; but it was effected by the goveraot 
himself on a fleet horse; in the darkness and tumult of a storm} 
night, he passed tlirough the enemy's lines, and carried intfli)^ 
gence to King Edward, ivlio re-doubled his speed to relieve the 
place. The Scottish chietlains, unwilling to hazard the treBStireJi 
they had reaped in their expedition, persuaded the king to raisB 
the siege and pass the Tweed, which was done only six hours bi 
fore the vanof the English army appeared. Tiie joy of tlie countess< 
Salisbury, for this relief, and her pleasing deportment while she el 
tertained the king at Wark, were the beginning of an amour i 
which the famous institution of The Order of the Garter, is said to 
owe its origin. 

134>3. — Bury, bishop of Durham, vindicated hts right to royal 
fish ; two whales and two sturgeons having been cast on the coaat 
of Durham, within his manor of Howden. 

This year, there was a commission of Bisliop Bury, concemii^ 
the hinderance of ships in the river Tyne> 

1344'. — At what time the town of Stockton was incorporated 

a borough is unknown, but supposed to be in the time of Bishop 

Pudsey. In the above year, the mayor and bailiffs of Newcastle, 

aent a letter tu the mayor, bailiffs, and honest men, of StocktoOf 

! explaining " certain articles and customes of their towne of New- 

' castle, which in your towne you claim to use and have, but which 

\ to you are not altogether well known, whereof we will you to be 

I batter informed, &c> ' 

I Robert Bertram, who was high sheriff of Northumberland tliis 
I year, obtained a licence from King Edward III. to make a caatle 
f of his manor house at Bothal. It is now in ruins. 

1345. — There was a pestilence, which lasted Iwo years, at New- 
\ :castle. 

This year, the bishop of Durham obtained a verdict against the 

I king's commissioners, for trespasses done by them, in intermeddling 

f with the conservatorship of tlie south side of the river Tyne. 

I 1346 (Sept. 6J.—A letter, in the king's name, of this date, op- 

I pears to have been sent to the mayor and bailiffs of Newcastt^ 

infbrming them of the victory of Cressy, and that the siege of 

Calais was begun, ordering proclamation to be made in the town 

for merchants and others to forward to that place, immediately, 

Hour, bread, com, wine, beer, flesh, fish, bows, arrows, and strings^ 

&c., for tlie use of the king's army. Newcastle furnished 17 ships 

and 3H men for this siege, a force superior to that provided by any 

northern port in England, except Yarmouth. Hartlepool furmsliea 

5 ships and 146 men; and Bamborough furnished 1 ship and 9 

men, for tlie same purpose. 

October 17. — Was fought the battle of the llcd-hiils, commonly 
called the battle of Neville's Crosi, near Durham. David, king rf 
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Scotland, assembled one of the most powerful annies which had 
eter crossed the border, and whilst Edward was prosecuting his 
fictorious career in France, he invaded Rngland by the western 
■arches. The first efforts of the storm feU upon the little tower 
if LiddelL Walter Selby, the governor, surrendered at discretion, 
after m brare defence,and David, with strange inhumanity, ordered 
him to be beheaded on the spot. After burning the abbey of 
Laneroost, the Scots pursued tneir usual route through Cumber- 
land and Tynedale. They sacked the priory of Hexham, but 
spared the town, reserving it as a dep6t for their future plunder. 
The same orders were issued as to Darlington, Durham, and Cor- 
bri^e. After crossing the Tyne and Derwent, David halted at 
Ebchester, and the next day encamped, without meeting with 
serious oppositicm, at Beaurepaire, three miles west of Durham. 
The northern nobles, meanwhile, exerted the remaining resources 
of the country with vigour and dispatch, and, before the middle of 
October, an army of 16,000 men was assembled, under the Arch- 
biihop of Yoric, the bishops of Durham, Lincoln, and Carlisle, the 
Lords Neville and Percy, and the sheriffs of Yorkshire and Northum- 
berland. David, heedless of the i^proaching danger, continued at 
Beaurepaire, indulging in the pageantry ot' war, and wasting the 
country round Durham. On the 16th the English forces lay in 
Auckland park, the next day they moved forward, and, after gain- 
ing the rising grounds, halted at Merrington, fVom whence the 
motions of the Scots on the western hills might be plainly distin- 
guished. The English leaders hesitated whether to advance or to 
observe the enemy, and expect his attack in so favourable a posi- 
tion ; the marshals and standard bearers moving a little forward, 
the troops insensibly followed them, apd thus they proceeded 
slowly to Ferryhill. Here a strong foraging party of the Scots, 
under Douglas, fell unexpectedly into the midst of the English 
troops, and were pursued with the loss of 500 men, as far as Sun- 
derland bridge. The English halted again on the high grounds 
above the Wear, but the standard bearers went forward, and the 
army moved slowly on in order of battle, leaving Durham on the 
right, to the moor near Neville's cross. Douglas, who had es- - 
ci^d from the slaughter of his pursuers, meanwhile reached the 
Scottish camp, and ^ve the first information of the approach of 
the English force. David had employed the preceding day in 
drawing out his troops (as if in defiance of opposition) on Durham 
moor, in order of battle, with standards flying, and had passed the 
night in Beaurepaire park and wood, wiSiout the precaution 
of a scout or a centinel on the watch. The prudent advice of 
Douglas to retreat to the hills and avoid an engagement, was re- 
jected with disdain, and the Scots advancing to meet the attack, 
the armies joined battle on the Red-hills, a piece of broken and 
irregular ground rising swiftly from the Wear. The Scots were 
formed in three divisions, under the king, the carl of Murray with 
Sir William Douglas, and the high steward of Scotland. The 
English distributed their force in four bodies ; Lord Perty led the 
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first, Lord Neville the second, Sir Tlionias Rokeby, sheriff 4 
YoHcshire, comtnanded the third, and a strong body of caTolry u 
dcr Edward Baliol, formed the reserve. On a little tiillock i 
depth of Shawwood, called the Maidens' Bower, the prior wii 
attendants, knelt around the holy corporax cloth of St. Cuthtx 
which in obedience to a miraculous vision, was elevated on I 

Cint of a spear within sight of both armies. The city of DurhM 
J in dreadliil suspence, a prize to the conqueror ; and whilst tl 
remaining brethren of the convent, poured forth their hymns a 
prayers from the highest lowers of tlie cathedral,* their eyes wa 
dered with anxious doubt over the field of approaching combsL 
The Scots were severely galled as they advanced by the English 
archers ; and John Graham, impatient at seeing his men fall with- 
out the means of resistance, renuested of the king an hundred 
lances to break the arcliers ; his retjuest was denied, and the troops 
were ordered to keep the line of battle. Actuated at once hy 
courage and indignation, Graham threw himself singly or with few 
attendants amongst the archers, dispersed them on every side, and 
fought till his horse was struck bv a broad arrow, and himself 
wounded and bleeding, was scarcely able to regain the ranks of 
his countrymen with life. The high steward immediately led his 
division to the charge with broad swords and battle axes; the 
archers were driven back through Lord Percy's division, which 
they disordered in their retreat, and the Scots pursuing their ad- 
vantage, threw the whole of the bodf into contusion. Victory 
hovered on the side of the invaders, but the day was restored by 
the courage and decision of Edward Baliol. With a powerful body 
of cavalry, he made an impetuous charge on the high steward's di- 
visions and drove them from the field. King David was mean- 
while engaged with equal fortunes against Lord Neville ; and 
Baliol suffering the high steward to retreat unmolested threw him- 
self on the flank of the royal troops which was left uncovered by 
his flight Tlie disorder of the Scots became irretrievable, and 
their third body, under the earl of Murray, were cut to pieces 
amongst the inclosures which prevented their escape. After all 
was lost, a gallant band of nobles formed themselves around their 
kinp, and fought witli the courage of des[Kiir, till only eighty (rf 
their number survived. David, after receiving two arrow wounds, 
and resisting several attempts to take him captive, was compelled 
to surrender to John Copeland, a Northumbrian esquire, two of 
whose teetli he dashed out witli his clenched steel gauntlet. Be- 
sides the king, the earls of Fife and Monteith, and Sir William 
Douglas, were made prisoners ; the earls of Murray and Strath- 
more, John and Alan Steward, and a long list of Scottish nobili^, 
were amongst the slain. Of the English leaders. Lord Hastings 
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ikac feO. Copelaod was rinrariled l>y tlie Eogluh king with £500. 
pfOT in land, and made a knight boniicreL Out ot' an onny of 
NMKM) Scou aad French auxiharice. 15,000 were left dead upon 
lb field, whilst the lofis of the English was very trifling, lii iliis 
tailie, a boly crau taken out of Holyrood hou«e in Scotland, by 
King David, was taken from the said king. On that spot of ground 
vhcreon wu exhibited during tlie battle ttic holy corporax cloth of 
Su Cuthbert, was aA^rwards erected, to commemorate tlie victory, 
a el^BOt crosa of stone work, built at llie espence of Ralph, Lord 
Ntfile, hkI wlticli was called 

NEVILLES CROSS. 




" TliiB cross had seven step about it, every way squared to the 
socket, wherein the Btalk of the cross stood, which socket was fas- 
taoed to a large square stone ; the sole, or bottom stone, being of 
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a great thickncBSi vie. a yard und a lialt' every way, this Btone wi 
the eiehth step. The stalk of the cross was in length three yan 
atid a naif, up to the boss, having eight sides, all of one piece; froi 
the socket it was fixed into the above boss, into which boss A 
stalk was deeply soldered with lead. In the midst of the stalk, i 
every second square, was the Neville's Cross ; a saltire on an e 
cutcneon, being Lord Neville's arms, finely cut, and, at every co 
ner of the socket, was a picture of one of the four Evangeliel 
finely set forth and carved. The boss of the top of the sl^k wi 
an octangular stone, finely cut and bordered, and most curiou^ 
wrought, and on every square of the nether side, was Neville's 
in one siguare, and the bull's head in the next, so in the same 
procal order about tlie boss. On the top of the boss, was a stalk i 
stone (being a cross a little higher tlian the rest), whereon was c 
on both sides of the stalk, the picture of our Saviour Christ, crucj 
fied ; the picture of tlie blessed Virgin on one side, and St. JohB 
tlie Evangelist on the other, botli standing on the top of the bosi: 
all which pictures were most artificially wrought together, aw 
finely carved out of the entire stone, some parts thereof thorougl 
carved work, both on the east and west sides, with a cover of stonQ 
likewise over their heads, being all most finely and curiously wrought 
together, out of the same hollow stone, which cover had a covering 
of lead." The cross was broken down and defaced by some \cwi 
and wicked persons, in tlie year 1589. 

1347— Ralph Lord NcviUe, one of the leaders at the battle of '^ 
the Red'h ills, died this year, and was the first layman whose remains 
were interred within tlie walls of the cathedral of Durham. His 
tomb is on the south side of tlie nave. The tomb of his son. Lord 
John, is placed near. These monuments were formerly ornamented 
with recumbent figures of the great personages inclosed within 
thera, and surrounded by smaller carved figures in alabaster, finely 
cut, but are now mutilated and defaced. This outrage is to be at- 
tributed to the general disrespect paid to religious edifices, during 
the civil wars. In those lamentable times the catlicdral was con- 
verted intoa place of confinement for the Scottish prisoners, after 
the battle of Dunbar, and they destroyed and mutilated whatever . 
came within their reach. J 

The foUowine curious account of the consumption of provisioat I 
in the cathedral of Durham, during Whitsun week, this year, to- ^ 
gether with the prices of the articles, is taken from the rolls of the 
cellarer, at present in the treasury at Durham ; — 600 salt herring 
3s. j 400 white herrings, 2«, 2d. ; thirty salted salmon. Is, 6d.; 
twelve fresh salmon, As. Sd, ; fourteen ling, 55 " htlengs ;" four tur- 
bot, 233. !(/. ; twoboTse toads of white fish, and a" congr," &s. lOd.; 
" playc," " sparlings," and eels, and fresh water fish, 2». 9d. ; nine 
carcases of oxen, salted, so bought, 3G<.; one carcase and a quar- 
ter, fresh, 6*. 1 1 jrf. ; a quarter of an oxe fresh, bought in the town, 
3*. 6rf. ( seven carcases and a half of swine, in salt, 22j. 2Jrf. ; six 
carcases fresh, 12». %d, ; fourteen calves, 2%s. id. ; three kids, and 
S6 sucking porkers, 9j. 7}</. ,■ eevcnty-onc geese with I heir feed | 
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111. lOdL/ fourteen capons^ 59 diiAens, and 5 doz^i pidgeons, 10«. 
SdL; ^e stones of hog*8 lard, 4f. 2d. ; four stones of dieese, but- 
ter, and milk, 6#« 6dL ; a pottle of vinegar, and a pottle of honey, 
^i• : fourteen pounds of figs and raisins, thirteen pounds of al- 
Bonds, and eight pounds of rice. Si. Id, ; pepper, saffiron, cinna- 
BOD, ttid other ^>ices, 2i. 6dL; one thousand three hundred eggs* 
15ft. 5dL — Sum total, £11. 4i. OdL Similar consumptions took 
place daring the week of the feast of St. Cuthbert and other feasts, 
tBBong the monks of Durham for a long period of years. 

1349^ — ^Newcastle was this year nearly destroyed by fire. 

1351 . — St. Mary's chapel and hospital at Jesroond, near Kewcaa- 
de, existed at this tune ; their founder unknown. The corporation 
of Newcastle obtained a grant of them from Eklward VI. Brand says» 
(1789) ^ there remains one of the little windows of the hospital in 
the west ga^le of a house, at present a public house. The chapel 
has had a north aisle, which is now a stable, and the hospital itself 
is now a bam.** These ruins have lately been cleared of the build- 
i^ by James Losh, Esq., the present proprietor, and have a fine 
e&ct. The late celebrated mathematician, Dr. Charles Hutton, 
in a very early period of his life, kept a school in Stotte*s Hall, 
in this inllage, formerly the mansion house of Sir Robert Stotte. 
Sir Francis Anderson, Knt. and others sold possessions here, in 
1669, to William Coulson, Esq., whose descendants had residence 
opon them till 1808, when they were purchased by the late John 
Anderson, Esq., of Newcastle, by whose family Jesmond House is 
now inhabited. This delightful village which contains two public 
gardens, is, by the inhabitants of Newcastle, much resorted to 
during the sunmier months. There was an inn in Pilgrim Street, 
in Newcastle, at which the devotees in their visits to the shrine of 
St. Mary, at Jesmond, are said to have lodged, hence it was called 
the Pilgrim's Inn, which is supposed to have given name to the 
street. The Holy Well at Jesmond, was anciently in high estima- 
tion, and hither, for the purpose of devotion, people came from 
all- parts of the island. Bourne says, << the Pilgrim's Inn is on the 
west side of the street, and exactly one hundred and sixteen yards, 
one foot, from the southernmost corner of Upper Dean Bridge." 
Consequently the present Queen's Head Inn will stand nearly upon 
its site. 

This year, license was granted to the burgesses of Newcastle, 
to dig stones and coals in a place called the Castle Field. 

The two great octagon towers at the entrance into the inner 
ward of Alnwick castle were erected about this time. 

1353 (July 13^.— Commissioners met at Newcastle, for the de- 
liverance of David, king of Scotland, on ransom. Those for Eng- 
land were the bishop of Durham, WiUiam de Bohun, earl of 
Northampton and constable of England, Gilbert de Umfreville, 
earl of Angus, the lords de Percy and de Neville, William baron 
of Greystock, and Henry le Scroope ; for Scotland, the bishop of 
St Andrews and Brechin, Patrick Dunbar, earl of the march of 
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Scutlaiitl, the abbot of Dunfermlin 
deacOD of Leonesse. 

1353.— This year, King Edward III., ii 
kept his Christmas at Newcastle. 

1354 (Nov. 12J^A. treaty was held at Berwick, for the p 
pose of ransoming David, king of Scotland, who had been t 
prisoner at tlie battle of Neville's Cross, and on the 3d ofOctot 
1357, all the articles of it for delivering him up were c 

there, and it was agreed upon, that the ransom money should \. 

paid at Berwick, Norham, or Bamborough. In failure of perfonn- 
ing these articles, a second treaty succeeded, with a truce of four- 
teen years, which stipulated, that 56,000 merks were to be paid 
by yearly instalments of 4',000 merks each. 

1S55 (November), — King Edward III. being on an expedition to 
France, the Scots surprised Berwick, and under cover of the nieht, 
penetrated to the fool of the wall, and un the dawn of day, applied 
tlieir scaling ladders at the port called Cowgate, when a dreodfiil 
conflict ensued, and three English and six Scottish knights were <lain. 
The Scots took the town, but the castle held out against all th^ 
effbrU. King Edward receiving intelligence of the successful ef- 
forts of his enemies. Instantly quitted France for London, fVom 
whence he marched northwards with an immense anny,and arriv- 
ed before Berwick on the Hth of January, 1356. His navy having 
by this time anchored at the mouth of the Tweed, he besieged the 
town both by sea and land. The castle still holding out for him, 
and the Scottish garrison observing such formidable preparations, 
they offered terms of capitulation, which being agreed to, they 
were permitted to march out with safety. The king, after this, made 
considerable additions to the fortifications, and strengthened the 
fortress with many new works. 

1357 (Mat/ \Ci). — King Edward III. granted licenses to the 
men of Newcastle, to work coals in the Castle Field and Castle 
Moor. He also issued orders concerning coal measures, suffered 
coals won in the fields of Gateshead to be taken across the river 
Tyne in boats to Newcastle, on condition of their paying the usual 
customs of that port, and after that to be sent to any part of the 
kingdom, either by land or water, but to no place out of it except 
to Calais. Coals were this year first exported to London from 
Newcastle. 

1358. — Morpeth castle was built by William, Lord Grejstock, 
who died at Brancepath, this year. It appears to have been a place 
of strength as late as the year 1644, when it was occupied by the 
Scots army, who were driven from tliencc by the Marquis of Mon- 
trose. 

1359. — St. Nicholas' church, in Newcastle, appears to have been 
rebuilt. It is 240 feet in length and 75 in breadth. The beautiful 
steeple of this church, which Mr. Pennant allows to be very justly 
the boast of the inhabitants, is in height about 1 9+ feet, and, tor its ^ 
peculiar excellency of design and delicacy of execution, is justly 




REUARKABLX EVENTS. 51 

esteemed one of the finotapcciinen* 
of architectuial beau^ in Uie world. 
It consists of a Mjuare tower, 40 feet 
in width, having great and Bnwll lui- 
rets, with pinnsdei at the anglea, 
and centre of each front of the 
tower. From the four turrets at the 
angles, spring two arche», which 
meet in an intersecting direction, 
and bear on their centre a perforated 
lantern, (illuminated anciently for 
the conduct of traretlers,) sunnount- 
ed by a tall and beautiful spire; 
\ the angles of the lantern have pin- 
i nacles simitar to those on the tur- 
rets, and the whole of the pianacles, 
being twelve in number, and the 
' spite are ornamented with crockets 
• and vanes. The following is an ex- 
tract of a letter from that cddira- 
ted orientalist, the late Kev. J. D. 
Carlyle, vicar of Newcastle, to the 
churaiwardcna of SL Nicholas : — 
■• The steeple of St. Nicholas, is a fabric, in my opinion, the 
most beautiful that exists in the world, which surpasses tlie 
cathedral (if St. Sopbia, at Constantinople, the Mosque of Sultan 
Saladin, at Jerusalem, the church of St. Peter, at Rome, and 
even the (cmple of Minerva, at Athens." I shall close the ac- 
count of this very elegant erection with an extract from a " Tour 
in England and Scotland by a Foreigner, 1825." " Among all the 
religious monuments of Newcastle, the belfry of St. Nicholas' 
church is one of the most singular creations of Gothic architec- 
ture. No description can convey an idea of it ; and accordingly 
Ben Jonson amused himself by describing it as on enigma. It is 
suraounted by a kind of tiara, formed by tlie intersection at right 
anglei of lour arcs of a circle, supporting a turret, which is trans- 
pierced by sculpture, and which is crowned by a pinnacle of u per- 
fectly original character." The following is the enigma alluded to 
by this enlightened tbreigner ; — 



" My altitude high, my body Tour square, 
" My fbot in the grave, niy head in ihe nir, 
" My eves in my mdes, five tiingui 



Thirteen beads upon ray body, fuur imngca alonif ; 
" I can direct yuu wheru tbe wind duth stay, 
" And I tune God's precepts twice a-duv. 
" I am Been where I am not. I ani heard where I is not, 
■• Tell me now what I am, and see that you misa not." 

This steeple is said to owe its erection to llabert Rodes. Si'e 
ttuytar 1174. I have in my possession a very excellent niodi'l 
in tin. of this steeple, made in 1833. It is formed of nearly 1,700 
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distinct pieces of tin and wire, and is allowed by all who have 
it, to be a most correct and ingenious [iiece of art. 

1362. — This year, the king gave to the town of Newcastle, 
grant for ten years of certain duties upon goods and merchandii 
for repmring of bridges, 

1363 (September). — A frost commenced at Kewcastie, whii 
continued from the middle of this niontli to the month of Ar' 
following, 

1366. — John de Tynemouth, an eminent sacred biographer, 
bom at Tynemouth, where he flourished about this time. I..^ — 
said to have been vicar of this place, but afterwards a Benedictine 
monk, in the abbey of St, Albans. He was a most virtuous per- 
son, and excellentfy learned, entirely addicted to the study of the 
Holy Scriptures, and of sacred history. He gathered the uvea and 
actions of the saints nf England, Wales, Scotland, and Ireland, 
into two volumes, with great judgment and labour, which work he 
intitled, " Sartctiol^um Seroorum Dei," or the Sacred History . 
of the servants of God. He also wrote an exposition of the a<Af J 
Scriptures, and various other books. I 

Between ttie sea and the town of Berwick, in the Maudlin ^ 

Slagdalen) Field, stood the hospital and free-ehapel of St. Maiy 
agdalen. These are mentioned in tlie escheats for Northumber- 
land, in the above year. 

1370. — Sir John LJlburn was defeated near Carham, in North- 
imiberland, by the Scots, under tlie command of Sir John Gordon, 
who was returning from an invasion, with many prisoners, and a 
great number of cattle ; the engagement was fierce, and its deci- 
sion long doubtliil ; the Scots bemg driven from their ground, and 
returning again five several times. In the end, Lilburn and hia 
brother were made prisoners, j 

The bishop's throne, in Durham cathedral, was built by Bishop I 
Hatfield, about this year. In tlie arch beneath the throne, in the 
south aisle of the choir, he prepared an altar tomb of white marble 
for the reception of his own remains, bearing his recumbent effigy, 
in his full episcopal attire. Bishop Hatfield thoroughly repaired 
the castle of Durham, he added a strong tower to its former lines 
of defence, and rebuilt the bishop's hall and the constable's ball. 
Hiis bishop bore a distinguished part in the battle of Neville's Cross. 

About this time flourished Nicholas Durham, born in the north- 
ern parts, Carmelite friar at Newcastle, and D, D., a learned and j 
constant opposer of John Wicklifie, He wrote on the Master oCa 
the Sentences, Originals of Doctors, Resolutions of Questional 
and against WickliSe's Articles. \ 

1377, — A small party of Scots and French took possession oF 
Berwick castle, by storm, in the night, and continued masters of it 
for eight days, although the garrison was all that time attacked by 
7,000 archers and 3,000 cavalry. Upon entering the castle, they 
killed the governor, Sir Robert Boynton, but liberated hia lady for 
A ransom of 3,000 merks. When the earl of Northumberland sum- J 
moncd these heroes to surrender, they replied, " that they would J 




^ S. 1384.1 MMUAMKABLE KVSMTS. 5S 

Ml yidd it either to the king of England or Scotland, but would 
retain and defend it for the king of Finance." When subdued, thej 
vere put to the sword. 

1377 (Jufy l6J.—Hemj Percy, fourth lord of Alnwick, was 
nesent as earl marshal of England, at the coronation of Richard 
iL, and was br that nuMiarch, on the same day, advanced to the 
dignity and title of eari of Northumberland; the earldom being 
fimited not to his heirs male, but to his heirs general, and, like m 
barony in fee, transmissible to a female. 

187& — King Richard U. confirmed to the town of Newcastle 
all the grants and charters of the kings, his predecessors. 

1379^ — St. Catherine's chantry, in the north porch of Sedgefidd 
dnirdi, was founded by John Henlee, rector of Sedgefield, and 
treasurer of Bishop Hatfield's household. The church, which is 
boilt in the form of a cross, is a very handsome structure ; a lofty 
west tower rises sixty feet, embattled, and crowned with fiiur 
hexagonal turrets, springing from the buttresses, and finished with 
short ^ires. It is dedicat^ to St. Edmund the bishop. In 1500, 
Bishop Fox granted an indulgence for the reparation of the chapel 
and altar of the Virgin, in the church of Sedgefield. 

Raby castle, in the county of Durham, is indebted for its splen- 
dour to John de Neville, earl of Westmorland, who, in the above 
year, obtained a license to ** make a castle of his manor of Raby, 
and to embattle and crenelate its towers," &c 

1S80. — ^The screen in Durham cathedral, which separates the 
choir from the chapel of the nine altars, was given by John, Lord 
Neville, at the expence of £400. (a vast sura in those da^s), the 
prior and convent contributing largely, by giving towards its com- 
pletion £123. 6s, Sd. The work of it having been previously 
wrought in London, was sent hither by sea. Robert Berrington, 
the prior, employed seven expert masons, who were almost a year 
in erecting it ; and to whom, besides their wages, he allowed meat 
and drink till the work was finished in the above year. 

1383. — ^Wark castle was besieged by the Scots, and part of the 
fi}rtifications were destroyed. 

1384. — The Scots got possession of Berwick by the corruption 
of the deputy governor, Henry, Earl Percy. The duke of Lancas- 
ter, at enmity with Henry, and possessing influence with the king, 
turned this circumstance to the earFs disadvantage, so that he was 
attainted of high treason, and his estates forfeited. The earl, im- 
pressed with the idea that his immediate presence before Berwick, 
might be of the utmost consequence, besieged the town with a 
great army, but the secret application of 2,000 merks spared the 
efiusion of blood, and the place was regained. The earl, after this 
success, obtained the king's pardon, and the restitution of his 
honours and possessions. 

This year. King Richard II. granted a charter to the bishop of 
Durham, for the mooring of ships, the loading and unloading of 
coals, &C., in the river Tyne, without molestation frcmi the men of 
Newcastle. 
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1365. — The Scots under the earls of Fife, March, and Douglas, 
ude ui incursiou into Northumberland, laid waste the country as 
I Newcastle ; ond demolished the fortresBes of Ford, Wark, 

d Comhill. A rendezvous of the English anny whs ordered at 
lewcnstle on the 14th of July, thia year, to proceed against them. 
■ 1386.— The ancient fortresa trf Stuward le Peel was granted by 

■ Edward, duke of York, to tlie Friars Eremites of Hexham, to ba 
I (eld by the annual payment of five merks. Of this fortress nothing 
ft now remains but crumbling walls and a broken gateway. 

I 1388 (Auff. IsJ—WltSe the English were unhappdy occuped 
Ibv tlie civil dissensions between the king and his pariiiunent, the 
I Scots invaded England. On this occasion, the military persons of 
I the country were assembled at Newcastle, which was so full of 

■ jeople, that " they wist not where to lodge." The enemy having, 
\ m» usual, marked their way by rapine and destruction as far a« 

I Durham, returned, and sat down two days before Newcastle, oa 

■ both of which they had skirmishes with tlie defendants within that 
* >wn. Sir Henry and Sir Ralph Percy, the gallant sons of tha 

■rl of Northumberland, were ever foremost in these rencounters, 

n one of which. Sir Henry Percy, fighting hand to hand with Earl 

■Douglas, lost his standard, which he made a vow to recover, and 

■far that purpose, pursued the Scots on their return, as far as Otter- 

Khani, where, on the above day, a sanguinary battle was foughu 

WTbe armies engaged by moonlight, when battle would have re- 

1»ubled horrtn-s, especially when tlie conflict was hand to hand. 

')oi^las, ambitious of laurels, sought for young Henry Percy, who, 

-K his intrepidity and martial prowess, was named Hotspur. He 

A him in die hottest of the battle, insolently braved the young 

to eng^e, and Douglas fell beneatli his valourous sword. The 

iBOUr of their leader's overthrow ran tlirough the ScottisI) lines : 

y were intimidated, and began to fly ; but, at the instant the 

IS become general, and tlie English were advancing in hopei 

f victory, the earl of Dunbar came up with a large reinforcement, 

md the Scots rallied. Now, overpowered by numbers and faint 

Kirith the fatigues and bloodshed of the fight, the English gave way, 

■ |0d the invaders were victorious : yet so powerfully, and with such 
mt resolution, did the English maintain their ground agu'nst 

I RUperior force, that the loss on each side was said to be nearly 
I e^ial. The English lefl 1,800 dead upon the field. Among the 
I isieaBerB were Lord Percy and his brother. Sir Itobert Heron, Sir 
I Bobert Ogle, Sir John Lilburn, Sir John Colwell, and many other 
I Tafiant men of Northumberland. 

This year, Alexander, archbishop of York, was arrested at North 
Shields, for higli treason, just as he was taking ship to go over sea. 
Two searchers in the port of Newcastle, John de Itefluun and 
Robert de ICypon, discovered him, and delivered him into the cus- 
tody of the vtayot and bailiffs of that town. Thirty pounds in 
■eney were tbund upon him, which, by order of the king, were 
graRted to the two persons that seized him. 

1388. — Newton bridge, a stately fabric, near Bishop Auckland, in 
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(he oouQty of Durham, was built by Bishop Sldrlaw, this year. It 
dies to a great height above the river, ana consists of two arches, 
•oe 'of a curcolar form, 101 feet in span : the other, a pointed arch 
of 91' feet span. 

1889^ — ^Tjmemouth monastery was plundered by a party of Scots, 
flider the earl of Murray. 

This year, Ralph, Lord Lumley, obtained a license to castellate 
his manor house of Lumley, and its eastern front still remains a 
noble monument of the architectural taste of the age, and of the 
munificence of the founder. 

1391 rJan.25J.r^Kmg Richard II., by his letters patent, grant- 
ed to William Bishopdale, then mayor of Newcastle, and his soc- 
cessors in oflice, to have a sword borne before them in honour of 
the town. 

1S93.< — ^This year, a proclamation was made commanding all 
merchandige to be removed from the Sandhill, in Newcastle, where 
the town's people were wont to resort for recreation. 

1399 (Marik %^)* — There was a general array of the men able 
to bear arms within the county of Durham, on Giles-gate moor, 
near the ct^ of Durham. 

1400 (May 23^^-King Henry IV., by a charter of this date, 
granted, that Newcastle with the suburbs and precincts thereof, 
should be separated from the county of Northumberland, and be a 
county of itself, with the title of the county of Newcastle, and that 
the burgesses thereof, instead of bailiffs as formerly, should have 
a sheriff, to be chosen annually, to have the same power as other 
sherifis of counties, and the privilege of holding a county court on 
one Wednesday in every month ; that none of the burgesses should 
plead or be impleaded without that town, concerning any tenements 
or tenures within the same, its suburbs, or the precincts thereof, or 
concerning any offences or other matters arising there, but that 
the mayor and sheriff should have cognizance of all pleas in the 
Gruildhall of the town. That the said burgesses and their 
heirs should be exempt from serving on juries without the town ; 
that they should have power to choose six aldermen, who with the 
mayor, should be justices of the peace, and that the mayor and 
sheriff should continue to hold the annual courts heretofore held 
by the mayor and bailiffs. Roger Thornton was mayor, and Wil- 
liam Redmarshall the first sheriff of Newcastle, under this charter. 

July 25.^ — This year. King Henry IV. was at Newcastle, and 
marched from thence, on an expedition against Scotland, about the 
7th of August. He dates from thence again on the 3d of Septem- 
ber, the same year. 

1401.— There was an array of the clergy on Giles-gate moor, 
near the city of Durham. 

1402. — In a plain near Wooler, is a stone pillar, denoting the 

Sound where 10,000 Scots, imder Earl Douglas, on Holyrood 
y, had a great overthrow, by Henry, Lord Percy, and George, 
earl of Marcm. Douglas had entered England about the middle of 
August, and plundered the country as far as Newcastle. On his 
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return to Scotland, he was intercepted at Homeldon, by Earl Percy, 
and, though advantageously posted on the eminence, found it ne- 
cessary to engage on this plain ; the battle was so bloody that tlie 
lands gained the name of Redriggsy from the slaughter with which 
they were stained. Among the prisoners were the earls of Fife, 
Murray, Angus, Athol, Orkney, and Monteith ; the lords Mont- 
gomery and Erskine, and about 80 knights. Douglas received five 
woun(U and lost an eye. Being hotly pursued, in the flight 500 
Scots were drowned in die Tweed ; the most of their army on this 
fatal day dying or being made prisoners. 

1402 frfov. 20). — Nightly watches, by an hundred persons, 
upon the walls of NewcasUe, for the defence of that place and the 
parts adjacent, appear as established there, and sustained at the 
charge of the inhabitants. 

1405. — A conspiracy was formed against King Henry IV., in 
which the earl of Northumberland and several others were the 
principal leaders. The earl held possession of the castle of Ber- 
wick. On his hearing, however, that Henry was bringing against 
him a force of 37,000 men, with engines and artillenr properly fit- 
ted for a siege, he retired privately into Scotland. The royal army 
advanced to Berwick, with some engines of destruction, which had 
never before been brought against it, and which, it is said, were on 
this occasion, for the first time employed in Britain. The first dis- 
charge from one of these cannon, of a large bore,* demolishing one 
of their principal towers,f the garrison was thrown into such con- 
sternation, that it made an instant surrender. The governor. Sir 
Henry Bolton, underwent immediate decapitation. 

1406. — Thomas Langley, who was made bishop of Durham this 
year, built the whole of the old gaol in the city of Durham, with 
Its massy gateway. He also founded two schools in the Palace Green. 

1408 (Feb- IS), — Henrj', earl of Northumberland, was slain at 
the battle of Bramham moor. One quarter of his body was put up 
at Newcastle, but, in the May following, with the other parts and 
his head, it was taken down and delivered to his friends, to be 
solemnly buried. 

1410. — There was a great plague at Newcastle. 

Witton castle, in the county of Durham, was founded about this 
period. 

141 1« — St. Oswald's church, in the city of Durham, is a very 
ancient structure. The roof is of wood, curiously vaulted and 
joined with rose knots; the rafters sustained on brackets, orna- 
mented with cherubs bearing shields. This is supposed to have 
been constructed by William de Catton, who was vicar in the above 
year, but the body of the edifice must have been built long ante- 
cedent to that period, as one Dolsinus occurs as priest here so 
early as 1156. 

• The first construction of cannon was bj iron bars bound together witli 
hoops. 
tSteAr«rv^l811. 
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141S (June 10^.— The Maiaon de Dieu, or house of Ood, was 
bnk by Roger Thornton^ on the south side of the Sandhill, New* 
cssdcy wherein certam persons should be provided with meat and 
doCfaii^. The royal license is dated as above, when the buflding 
npeara to have been completed. The son of its founder granted 
the use of the hall and kitdien belonging to this hospital, ^ for a 
yom^ coin^ when they were married, to make their wedcUng din- 
ner in, and receive the offerings and gifls of their friends, for at 
diat time houses were not large.** This appears an ancient custom 
for the encouragement of matrimony. This edifice, over which 
was die Merchants' Court, b now taken down, and a new building 
for the crompeny of Free Merchants, &c. built on its site. — See Jam. 
80,1823. 

1414 (Jufy 22 J. — The Scots were defeated near Yevering, by 
Sir Robert Umfreville, then commander of Roxburgh castle, and 
die earl of Westmorland, then Lord Warden of the marches. Sir 
Robert had, it is said, but seven score spears, and three hundred 
bows, with which force he discomfitted 4,000 Scots, killed sixty, 
took one hundred and sixty prisoners, and chased them twelve 
miles into their own country. The place of this action which is on 
the south side of the viUage of Yevering, is denoted by a rude 
cdomn of whinstone fourteen feet high. 

1415 (Aug, 2^^— Sir Thomas Grrey, of Heton, in Northumber- 
land, was tried at Southampton, and having confessed his guilt of 
conspiring with the earl of Cambridge and Lord Scroope, to take 
away the life of King Henry V., ^en preparing to invade France, 
was immediately beheaded, and his head was afterwards placed on 
<Hie of the gates of Newcastle. 

This year, Langley, bishop of Durham, recovered by suit in the 
king's court, the Uiird part of Tjme bridge, adjoining to Gateshead, 
from the mayor and burgesses of Newcastle, together with a tower, 
which that body had lately caused to be erected thereoa 

1416 ( S^pL nj, — The assizes at Durham were deferred, on 
account of a dreadful plaeue, from this day to the Monday afler 
the Circumcision. The pkgue continued to rage at intervals for 
five vears. 

1417.^ — Two women named Matilda Bureh and Margaret Usher, 
servants to Peter Baxter, of Newcastle, bemg determmed to ap- 
proach the shrine of St. Cuthbert, at Durham, nearer than was 
legally permitted, disguised themselves in men's apparel, but were 
ui^ortunately discovered in the attempt to complete their purpose, 
and taken into custody. By way of punishment for their mtended 
prophanatibn, they were adjudged to walk, on three festival days, 
before the procession in St. Nicholas' church, in Newcastle, and on 
diree other holidays, at the church of All Saints, in the same town, 
habited in the dresses in which they committed the offence ; pro- 
clamation being first made as to the cause of this penance. The 
master and mistress of these curious females were at the same time 
ordered to attend the spiritual court at Durham, to answer the 
charge of being counsellors and abettors in this misdemeanor. 

VOL. I. I 
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1419.— In the absence of the king of Engluod, who waa then 
France, hostilities being corameDced on the borders, William I* 
burton, of Fast castle, took the castle of Wark, which was thi 
the custody of Robert Ogle, and put all the garrison to the ewe 
but it was soon recovered by the English, who, from a perfect kn 
ledge of the place, made their way by a scwcr which led from 
kitchen into the Tweed, and surprising the garrison, put them 
to death, in revenge for their cruelty on Ogles troops. 

li'Zi. — James, king of Scotland, who had been long a prii 
in England, obtained his liberty, and married Jane Beaufort, of the 
royal blood of Lancaster. The city of Durham was the place ap- 
pointed for the exchange of hostages, and the meeting of the Eng- 
lish and Scottish commissioners. Cardinal Langley, bishop of 
Durham, the bishop of London, the earls of Northumberland and 
Westmorland, Lords Dae re and Greystock, Richard Neville, war- 
den of the west marches, and Sir Uobert Umfreville, appeared on 
tlie part of England, a truce was concluded for seven years, and 
James and his queen, after experiencing for a month the hospitSr J 
lity of tlie bishop of Durham, wore honourably escorted by ths I 
gentry of Northumberland and Durham, to the abbey of Melrosa, I 
where James confirmed the treaty of Durham. 

Streatlom castle, in the county of Durham, was rebuilt by Sir 
William Bowes, who was knighted for his valour at the battle of 
Vemoyle, in France, this year. 

1428. — King Henry VI. issued an order for the safe conduct of 
the king of Scots us far as Newcastle or Durham, by one thousand 
of his own horse, to a personal conference with Henry Beaufort, 
bishop of Winchester, in order to prevent hostilities. 

1429 fJan. S^.— Died, Roger Thornton, the celebrated patron of 
Newcastle. He is represented as coming from the country west of 
Newcastle, and as poor and badly clothed at his outset in life. 
His rise to opulence was ridiculed by tlie envious wits of those dayf 
in tlie following lines : — 



He accumulated a large estate, built the castle at Netherwitton, 
and the West-gate, and founded the Maison de Dieu, in Newcastlsj^ 
was nine times mayor of that tow'n, and one of its representatiye* 
in Parliament for several years. The curious large brass plate focw- 
merly on the tombstone of Roger Thornton, is now placed in tli^' 
vestibule of All Saints' church, in Newcastle. It represents Rog^ 
Thornton and his lady ; also a number of saints and otiier figme^^. 
being altogellier a very curious piece of workmansliip, \ 

At this lirae, a recluse appears to have lived in a hermitage OBi 
Tyne bridge, Newcastle. I 

About one o'clock on the morning of Corptis Christi dajf^ 
during n dreadful storm of thunder and lightning, and whilst the. 
religious were at matins, the belfry of Durham cathedral was striidk 
with the electric fluid. After the fire had continued buruing, 
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iieftdfully for seyeral hours, about twenty feet of the upper part of 
k belfry fell down upon the church, dragging with it its heavy 
m work and burning timber. 

14S6. — Finchale priory, in the county of Durham, underwent 
£fefs repairs. The side aisles of the nave were totally removed, 
ad the connecting arches being filled up with masonry, from this 
time forward constituted its external wall till the dissolution. It is 
1 seouestered ruin on the banks of the Wear. 

Iw7^ — Between this year and 1388, the cloisters of Durham 
csthedral were erected by Bishop Skirlaw and Cardinal Langley. 
The armorial bearings affixed to the crossings of the wood-work of 
the ceiliiig, were numerous in 1666, as appears from two sketdiet 
of them taken by Sir William Dogdale, and engraved upon two 
plates in Surtees* History of Durham. The most frequent beariiu; 
tt, of coarse, Skirlaw, but the names of most of the northern fanu- 
fies might once have been found here. May 13, 1828, those that 
were still extant, were taken down in order that their respective 
emblazonments might be restored. 

Robert Neville, who was made bishop of Durham this year, built 
die Exefaeauer on the Palace green, in the city of Durham, where 
the Neville s arms and crest still remain over the door way. 

1447« — ^Upon an inquisition taken this year, it was found that the 
river Tyne, and the soil thereof, from the place called Sparrow 
Hawk m the sea, to Hedwin streams above Newbum, belonged, 
mider the crown, to the corporation of Newcastle. 

1448 fSq>L26J. — ^King Henry VI. came on a pilgrimage to the 
shrine of St Cuthbert, at Durham. The king three days after his 
arrival, on the feast of St. Michael the archangel, which happened 
on a Sunday, attended in person, the first vespers, the procession, 
the mass, and the second vespers, in the cathedral, and on the last 
day of September, he quitted the castle, in which he had been en- 
tertained durins his visit, and returned to the south. 

This year, AJfnwick was nearly reduced to ashes by the Scots. 

1449.^ — The English and Scottish commissioners twice met at 
Durham, to renew the truce, (which had been broken by the hos- 
tile spirit of the border nobles,) when several minute and useful 
regulations were framed to repress private hostility, and to protect 
the persons and property of individuals. The name of nishop 
Neville stands first in the English commission, and he again acted 
as a commissioner at Newcastle in 1451. 

1450. — At this time, Edward Dynley, bom of a good family at 
Newcastle, and a learned writer of the order of Carmelites, flourish- 
ed in their house at that place. 

1451 fAug. IS J. — A treaty was sealed in the vestry of St. 
Nicholas' church, in Newcastle, at a meeting of the plenipoten- 
tiaries of the kings of England and Scotland. Sir Henry Percy, 
knt., son of the earl of Northumberland, was one of the conserva- 
tors of the truce which was to continue till May the 21st, 1457. 

1454. King Henry VI. confirmed to the mayor and burgesses 
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of NewcoBtle, the conaervatorsJiip of the river Tyoei from 8 
Hawk to Hedwin atreams. 

1*58. — King Henry VI. constituted John Viscount Beaumoi 
one of the coimnisBioners to meet with those of Scotland, at Nei 
castle, touching satisfaction for such injuries as had been committi 
by the subjects of either realm against the other, contrary to tl 
articles formerly concluded between them. 

This year, Henry, earl of Northumberland, the prior of Tvoe- I 
mouth, Ralph Percy, knt., Ralph Gray, knt., Robert Ogle, KnbJ 
William Bertram, Roger Thornton, John Hauboth, sen.. Hoi 
Mitford, John Cartington, and Robert Rode^, were appointed C' 
missioners to raise archers in the county of Northumberland. 

1460. — The Scots gathered great booty on the nurches, i 
among other castles which they assailed, Wark was taken and d_ 
niolished. This castle was afterwards repaired by the earl of Sta 
rey. 

1461 f March 29J.— After the battle of Towton, which i 
fought 00 this day, anil which proved so fatal to the house of Lan- 
caster, King Henry VI., with his queen and the prince, the duke 
of Somerset ; Henry, duke of Exeter ; Lord Ross ; Sir John 
Fortes(]ue, chief-justice of England; and Sir William Tailbois; 
who were then at York, fled on hearing the news, first to Newcas- 
tle, and afterwards to Berwick. King Edward IV., after this great 
victory, marched northward as far as Newcastle, but soon afterwards 
returned to the south. James Butler, earl of Wiltshire and Or- 
mond, a firm Lancastrian, who was taken at this bottle by Richard 
Salkeid, CE(j., was beheaded at Newcastle on the 6rst of May, tbi* 
year. 

1462. — The queen of King Henry VI., with an army, landed at 
Tynemouth, with an intention of going to Newcastle ; but probably 
being denied admission there, she re-embarked, and reached Ber- 
wick herself in a small vessel ; but her followers having been driven 
ashore at Bamborough by a storm, burnt their ships and fled to 
Holy Island, where near 400 of them were afterwards taken pri- 
■oners by the partisans of King Edward IV. 

The Derwent lead mines were wrought so early as this time, -, 
and are said to have been very productive of ore. . ^ 

lies f Nov. 30>.— This year,King Edward IV. set out from Loih- I 
don on his way to Northumberland, where Bamborough castle sui^' 
rendered to him on Christmas eve, as did that of Dunstanborough 
three days afler, and that of Alnwick was taken on the 6th of 
January following. These three castles had been taken by Queen 
Margaret, and were then in the possession of the friends and ad- 
herents of Henry VI. 

This year. Sir Ralph Percy with the Lords Hungerford and Rooi 1 
encountered King Edward's forces, under the command of Sk J 
John Neville, Lord Montacute, warden of the eastern marchet*-] 
Sir Ralph Percy's companions in arms fled on the first e ' 

he. with the spirit of a Percy, maintained his ground, and died j 
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ll^liog bnrvely for Henry VI„ whose cause he had etptttmed; his 
^iag words were " / ktittt tared the bird m my bTtatt," meaning 
bi6utfa lo his party. Tiie following is a rcpresentadttn of the 
ARK pillar called 

PERCVS CROSS. 




This cross, sculptured with the arms of Percy and Lucy, was 
erected in memory of Sir Ralph. It stands in a Held near the road 
which runs from Morpeth to Wooler, being the place where the 
battle was fought. 

1464 (May \5}. — Queen Margaret entered Northumberland 
again, at tJie head of a very numerous army, which on the above 
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day, (uffered a total defeat on a plain called the Levels, near Hi 
ham. John Neville, marquis of Montacute, afterwards created cf 
of Northumberland, general of the forces of the house of Yoi 
forced the intrenchments of the Lancastrian party, and made 
dreadful slaughter. The Ogles and Manners of this county 1 
of the victorious. The Percys, Ross, Nevilles, Tailbois, and Gi 
among the vanquished. The unfortunate King Henry rode 
speed out of the field. Hie attendants were many of them ti 
in the pursuit. The furniture of their horses were of blue velvety 
upon one of them was found the high cap of state called al 
adorned with two rich crowns whith was presented to the victoii- 
ous Edward at York. His competitors Henry and his queen, and' 
aonie of their partisans, were abandoned to extreme misery. Singlo, 
and alone, the queen wandered witli her tittle son in her anna, ex->'. 
posed to dangers till (by the aid of a generous robber) she reachedi 
the sea coast and passed over to France, her native land. The duke 
of Exeter, their friend, became an exile in Burgundy ; whcrct 
without shoes or stockings, he be^ed his bread from door to door* 
The duke of Somerset, the Lords Hungerford and Rosa, were exe- 
cuted at Hexham, immediately after the battle. Sir William Tail- 
bois, Sir Humphrey Neville, and Sir Ralph Grey, were all behead- 
ed ; Sir Ralph being Hrst degraded of his hi^h honour, by cutting 
off his gilt spurs, defacing his coat armorial, and breaking his 
award over his head. The earl of Kent was taken in a close ^led 
Riddesdalc, and was brought to Newcastle and there beheaded. 
This was the last struggle made by the house of Lancaster. 

14<65. — Alter a tedious negociation between the king of England 
and the king of Scotland, a treaty of pacification was concluded at 
Newcastle, whereby the truce for fiflcen years agreed on the pre- 
cecding year, was prolonged for forty-five years. 

1472 (Feb. 6 ;. — Henry Percy (fourth earl of Northumberland), 
was commissioned on the above day to meet on April '25, follow- 
ing, at Newcastle, to treat with commissioners sent by the king of 
Scotland, about a j>eace, cessation of arms, or confederacy. He 
was also commissioned to meet persons deputed by James IIL, 
king of Scotland, on June 16, 1173, at Newcastle or Alnwick, or 
such other place as he should think proper, to settle with them all 
matters transacted contrary to the truce. 

1473. — Bishop Booth granted a license to the mayor and bur- 
gesses of Hartlepool, to build a pier which is now first mentioned, 
and also to levy money for that purpose. The walls of Hartlepool 
are said to have been built by Robert de Brus, between the years 
1245 and 1295, and as they bear a striking resemblance to the 
walls of Newcastle, which by some authors have been attributed to 
the reign of Edward I., this seems extremely probable. 

1474. — The manor of Croxdale, in the county of Durham, came 
into the hands of the Salvins, prior to this year, and has ever since 
continued in their possession, a circumstance hardly to be parallel- 
ed in the history of any family in the county. 

This year, Robert Rodes, an eminent lawyer, and great benefactor 




A.Di.1474.} REMARKABLB EVENTS. 63 

of the churcheB, &c. ia Newcastle, died without issue. July 16, 
lUO, be was appointed to the office of " Countrouller des cuslumes 
A subsidies te roy le port de Novell Castel sur Tjne." Jonu- 
vy 10, 1447, he presented a cross of gold to the ^rinc of St 
Cutlibert, at Durhani. He was steward to tlie prior and convent 
of Durhain, aiid enjoyed the fraternity of that church. It is gene* 
rally iliought that the upper part of St. Nicholas' steeple is a supcr- 
(tructure, and that it was raised upon the original tower, by Robert 
Eodes. On the arch of the belfry of tliis steeple, tliere are four 
lUddo, with the arms of Rodcs, and an inacripiion as follows: — 

" ewte pro antma laobccti Kotief." 




The font of this church seems 
the expense of Robert Rodes, 



have been made or rt'|)aired at 
his coat of arms and another 



is of most elegant workmanship. There are ols 
roof of this church, with the arms of Rodes. 

1478, — Great numbers died this year of a[>1agueat Newcastle. 

1480. The English during the winter laid siege to Berwick, 

both by sea and land. The works being new they flattered them- 
selves they should with little difficulty be able to beat down the 
walls ; but though several wide breathes were clfected, the garri- 
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•on made bo obstinate a defence, that after spending most p 
the winter in carrying on the siege, the English were fore 
raise it, and retreat from before the town. 

14S2 fJulffJ^—KiDg Edward IV. marshalled his army at Alai 
wick, amounting to 22,000 men, which formidable force making it 
appearance uneKpectedly before Berwick on the south banks of th 
Tweed, the garrison made no resistance, and tlie town was itnoie- 
diately seized. Lord Hales who had the command of the castle, 
refusing to surrender it, 4000 men were left to besiege it, and the 
main body advanced towards Edinburgh. His lordship not receiv- 
ing succours, lost hopes and surrendered. After this a truce wn 1 
concluded, in which Berwick was delivered up to England ; and J 
the Scota engaged never in future to attempt the reduction of itj 
Since which period it has without interruption remained in the p 
session of the crown of England. 

1483 (Sep. 20 J.— Ralph Lord Neville, and Isabell his wife, I , 
license granted by Bishop Dudley, founded a chantry in Brancc 
path church ; a second chantry was also founded in this churcl, 
but by whom is unknown. In the midst of tlie chancel is the mtn 
nument and burial i>laces of Margaret, daughter of Hugh, 
of Strafford, and first wife to Ralph, the first earl of Westmor- ' 
land. This curious monument which is a little raised from the 
floor, displays the effigies both of the earl and his lady in wood ; 
the former is represented in a helmet and coal of mail, the hands 
elevated with gauntlets, a collar studded with gems round (lie neck, 
and on the breast a shield with the arms of Neville. The latt«r 
has a high crowned bonnet, and a mantle drawn close over her feet 
which rest on two dogs couchant. There are other ancient tombs 
here of tlie Nevilles and the Bulmers. This church is of great 
antiquity. 1 

1484 ('Dec. GJ. — A convention for a marriage between Jamea, | 
then duke of llothsay, heir-apparent of the king of Scotland, and 
Ann, daughter of the duke of Suffolk and niece of the English 
king, as soon, within three years, as tlie parties came of fit age, 
was e^ed upon to he ratified on the above day, in the church of 
St. Nicholas, Newcastle ; but it was a felicity not destined for this 
Ann, but reserved tor Margaret, daughter of King Henry VH. 

14€7^-King Henry Vlf. arrived at Newcastle, in a progress 
through the northern counties, and carrying a severe inquisition 
against the persons who had been concerned in the late rebellion ) 
he continued to reside in that town for some time. '| 

1490. — King Henry Vll. made a grant of the fdr called St, 1 
Luke's fair, to tlie town of Newcastle. 

1492. — Tlie society of masters and mariners in Newcastle, pur- 
chased the site of the present Trinity-house, to be held by the pay- 
ment of a red rose annually, at midsummer, for ever. Before that 
time it was called Dalton's Place. In 1505, they ordered that a 
hall, chapel, and lodgings, for their poor brcthern, should be erect- 
ed at their common charge. i 

1495 (Dec. IGJ. — John Bonar of Gateshead, labourer, went to , 
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dnivdi of DnriuuDy and havipg ntrudk the bell there» supplicft- 
isd with great eamestneM the immunity and liber^ of St. Cuth- 
bot. Car that fourteen yean before he had assaulted one Alexander 
Stc^cnion, near Doteland I^rk> in Hexhamshire, and feloniously 
abnick him on the breast with a dagger, or whinyard» of which 
amke he instantly died. 

On the door within the porch, which forms the principal en- 
timoe to the cathedral at Dumam, is acurious metallic ruy or knock« 
cr, aculptiired with a terrific visage in bold relief and welfexecuted, 
with which persons claiming sanctuary, were accustomed to alarm 
dbe inmates of the cathedralin the night time, for the abbey church, 
dbe darcfa yard, and all the circuit Uiereof, was, in ancient times, 
m aanctuary for all manner of men that committed any mat of- 
fence, or any prisoners who had broken out of prison, and fled to 
the Ainrch door, knocking to have it opened ; also certain men lay 
in two chambers cfwer the north door tor that purpose, that, when- 
ever audi offenders came and knocked, they instantly let Uiem in, 
at ainr hour of the night ; and ran <]|uickly to the Galilee bell, and 
toUecl it, that whosoever heard it might know that some had taken 
aanctuary. When the prior had notice thereof, he sent orders for 
them to Keep within the sanctuary ; that is, widiin the church and 
dinrch-yard, and that every one should have a gown of black cloth, 
with a yellow cross, called St. Cuthbert*s cross, at the left shoulder ; 
that every one might see the privilege granted at St. Cuthbert's 
ahrine, for offenders to fly unto for succour and safeguard of their 
lives, till they could obtain their prince's pardon ; and that they 
should lie within the church, on a grate made only for that purpose 
adjoining to the gallery south door. They had likewise meat, 
dnnk, and bedding, and other necessaries, at the expcnce of the 
house for 37 days, being only such as were necessary for such offen- 
ders, until the prior and convent could get them conveyed out of 
the diocese. 

1495. — This year, Robert Burdon, occurs as the first mayor of 
Stockton. 

14&8^ — The Scots led by King James in person, besieged Nor- 
ham castle, which had been put into good repair by Fox, then bis- 
hop of Durham, and was well garrisoned. The bishop came in 
person to its succour, the besieged making a valiant defence, many 
of the outworks were destroyea. 

1503. — Margaret, eldest daughter of King Henry VIL, then af- 
fianced to James IV., king of Scotland, was conveyed in great splen- 
dour through the counties of Durham and Northumberland. Du- 
ring her stay at Durham, she was entertained by Bishop Fox, in 
the great hall of his palace, July 23, being the anniversary o£ his 
installation. 

The following account of her progress through the northern 
counties, in LeUnd's Collectanea, is styled, " The Fyancellcs of 
Margaret, eldest daughter of King Henry VIL, to James, king of 
Scotland: Together with her departure from England, journey into 
Scotland, her reception and marriage there, and the great feasts 
yoL. I. K 
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Iield on dial account. Written by John Younge, SomerBet Hera 
who attended the princess on her journey." — As the ceremonia 
attending her journcT through Durham and Northumberland, gill 
a striking representation of the magnificence of those times, I""" 
are worthy attention. 

" The xixtli day of the said nionneih, (July), the ciuene d^ 
ported from Allerton, in fayr ar&y and noble cnmnanyd, and ^r 
James Straungwysch, knight, scheryffe for tlie sfud lordschjp^ for 
Uie said hischop, mett hyr welle accompanyd. 

" After sche drew to Darnetoo to hyr bed, and three raylie from 
the said place cam to hyr the Lord Lomley and hys son, accom* 
panyd of many ^ntylmen and others welle npoj-nted, ther folk« 
arayed with their liveroy and well monted, to tlie nombre of miiij. 
horsy 3. 

" At the village of Nesham she was rnetl by Syr Rawf Bowe* 
and Syr William Aylton, welle apoynted, with a fayr company 
arayed in their liverays, to the nombre of xl. horsys, well apoynU . 
ed and well horst. J 

" In the soidc place of Nesham was the saide quene receyrej ■ 
with the abbasse and religyouses, with the crosse without the gst^ ^ 
and the bischop of Durham gaffe hyr the sayd crosse for to taaae. 
At two myllc ny to the said towne of Darncton, mett the qnene, 
Syr William Boummer, acheryffe of tlie lordschip of Durham. In 
company with hym was Syr William Ewers, and many otiier folka of 
honor of that centre, in fayr order, well apoynted of Iivera}>s and 
horst; to the nombre of six score horsys. 

" By the said company was sche conveyed to Damton. And 
at the gatt of the church of the said place, war revested the vicayr 
and folks of the church, wer doing as sche had done on the dayef ^ 
before, sche was led to the manaycrofthcsaidbyschopof Durtiaqik 1 
for that nyght. ' I 

" The xxth day of the said monneth tlic quene departed froirt 
Damton in fayr aray, and with ihe precedcnte compauy went to 
the town of Durham. A mille out of the said towne, cam befoK 
hyr Syr Richard Stanley and my lady his wyffe, accompanyd of 
gentylmen and gcntylwomen varey ^ell apointed. hys folks arayed 
in his livcray, to the nombre of 1. horsys well mounted. ■ 

" Then the <]uene prepared herselfe to enter into the said town^ I 
and every ychon in llie iyk wys, in fayr aray, and rychely, afttf J 
the maunerc accostomcd. In specyall the erle of Northumbef>J 
laund ware on a goodly gowne of tynaill fourred with hermynM.I 
He was mounted upon a fayr courser, his hamays of goldsmyflk 1 
warke, and thorough that sam was sawen small bells that maid (1 
melodyous noyse, without sparing gambads. Hys gentylmen of] 
honor and hys company were well apoynted. 

" At the mterying of the said towne, and within, in the streytta I 
and in tiie windowes was so innumerable people that it was a fim^ 1 
thing for to se. And in fayr ordre sche was conveyed to the churct^ ^ 
the ofGcers of armes, sergeants of anoes, trompells, and mynstrell% I 
going before hyr. 
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^ At tiie gait of the church was mvlordthebischopof the Mjd 
pJMCj and my lord the prior> revested in pontificals^ with the con- 
WBBt aU reveled of lycfaes ooppsy in processyon, with the crossjrs. 
Amd iher was apojnied a place for to kisse them. 

^ Then the sayd proees^on departed in ordre, and all the no- 
Ueaae in ijk wys, to the dburch, m whiche ny to the fount was a 
rynche awter, adorned of ryches jwells and precyowses relikes, the 
Ae said bischop delivered to the said quene to kisse* And by 
cflle of Surrey was given hyr offirynge* After this sche was 
oooveyd to the castell, wher hyr lodging was prepared and 
__ honnestly. And every ydm retoumed agajrn to his repayre. 
^ The xxisty zxijd, and xxiijd* days of the said monneth sche 
fKJQuned in the said place of Durham, wher sche was well che- 
nacbty and hjrr costs borne by the said bischop ; who on the xxiijd 
mtj kdd holle hall, and dowUe dynner, and dowble soupper to all 
cofiiwcrs worthy for to be ther. And in the said hall was sett all 
the noblesse, as well spiritwalls as temporalis, grett and small, the 
li was welcome ; for this was hys day of installacyon. 
The zsiiijth day of the said monneth the quene departed from 
^am aooompanyed of hyr noble company, as sche had beene in 
tiie dttf es past, in &yr manere and good ordre, for to com to the 
Sovme of the Newe Castell. Thre mylle fore thens cam to her the 
rior of Tynemouth, well apoynted, and in hys company xxx horsys. 
[jB Mks in hys liveray. And ther was in lyk wys Syr Rawff 
HaiboteOe knyght, richly apo3n[ited, well mounted, and hys fdks in 
l^rs liveray to Ihe nombre of xl horsys. 

** At the inUynge of the said towne of Newe Castell, the quene 
apoynted hyr, and intred in noble astat. Ich lords and others tuke 
newe horsys rychly apoynted, in special th* erle of Northumberland, 
as in the manere of the entrynge of York, and hys folks in lyk 
wys. 

^ Upon the bryge cam in processyon rychly revested the college 
of the said towne, and with them the f reres, carmelets, and jaco- 
bins with the crossys, the wich war gyffcn to the sayd quene to 
kjTsse, as before, by the archbyschop. 

^ AfVer them was the mayr of the said towne, acompayned of tlie 
scheryffes and aldermen, well apoynted, on foot. The wich re- 
oeyved the said quene honorably : and afler the recey vnge the said 
mayr mooted on horseback, berying his masse before hyr. 

^ At the bryge end> apon the gatt, war many children, revested 
of surpeliz, syngyng meliodiously hympnes, and playing on instru- 
ments of many sortes. 

^Within the said towne, by ordre, the bourges and habitants war 
honnestly apoynted. The streytts were hanged, and the wyndow 
loupps, topps, and schipps was so full of people, gentylmen and 
gen^lwomen, in so great nombre, Uiat it was a playsur for to se. 
But they maid non sound of artyllery and ordonnounce. 

"In such statt and fayr aray, was tlie said quene brought and 
conveyed to the freres austins, wher she was lodged and honestly 
reccyvcd by thos revested with the crosse, in the manere as it is 
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rL-Iierscd befor. And when she was brought to hyr lodgyng en 
niea drew hym to hys awn. 

" The next day ^er, being the xxvth day of the said 
Saunt Janiys day, sche abode all the day in the said towne 
at the church nmsae very nobly aecompayned. 

" That sa-ne day, at even, th' erle ot North umbcrlaund, made4 
many lorda, knights, and others, a goodeley baunket, which lostn 
to mydnyght, for cause of the games, daunces, sports, and m)ii| 
with force of ypocres, succres,aad other metts of many delicyout 

" To the said Newe Cnatell cam the lord Dacre of the Nor 
ucompayned of many gcntylmen, honestly apoynted, and hys foil 
arayed m his liveray. 

" The xxvith day of the said monneth the said qucne departed 
from the said place, after the custome precedent, varey richly and 
in fayr aray. And the sayd mayr conveyd byr out of the said 
lowne, and afler tuk lyve of her. 

" Haffa mylle owl of the said towne was Syr Humfrey Lyale 
and the prior of ISryngburn, well apoynted and well horst, to the 
nombre of xx horsys. Their folks arayed of their liveray. And a 
mylle from the said towne was in ordre the scheryfle of Northvim- 
berlaund, Syr Rawff Evers, in company of many other gentylmeo, 
varey well apoynted, their folks clothed in their liveray, well niont- 
ed. And with them wer many bonests folks of the countre, with 
spers and bowes, in jackets, to the nombre of two bondreth liorsys. 

'■ With the sam fayr company, was the said quene conveyd to 
Morpath, and by the towne passed in fayr ordrC) wher ther was 
imtch people ; and so sche went to the abbay, where scbc was well 
receyved by the abbot and religyous revested, at the gatt of tb^J 
church, with the crosse. And afler the receyving sche was coolfl 
veyd to her lodgyings in the said place for that sum nyght. •! 

" The xxvijth day of the said monneth, the (juene departed froplil 
Morpath, after (lie custom before, to goo to Alnewyk, a place of ■ 
th' erle of Northumberland. And in haff of the way cam befoi*. ■ 
hyr, master Henry Gray, esquier, well apointed. In hys com^'l 
pany many other gentylnien, and hys folks well monted and arayed 
in his liveray, to the nombre of a hundreth horsys. 

" Two mylle from the sayd place, the said erle cam and mett 
hyr, well acompanyed, and brought hyr thorough bis park, where 
sche kylde a huk with her bow. After which sche was conveyde to 
the said castell, where sche and hyr company was welcomed by the 
said lorde, the wich maid hyr varey good chere. 

" The next day, the xxviijth day of the said monneth, sche was 
all the holl day in the said castell, and by the lord well chcryst and 
hyr company. 

" The xxixth day of the sayd monneth the said queue departed 
from Alnewyk, for to go for Barrwyk, and at haff of the way named 
Belleford, she bayted. For Syr Thomas D'Arcy, ca|iittayne of the ' 
said Barrwyk had maid rady hyr dynner nt the said pi "^ 

well and honncslly. 
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"For that the said matster Henry Grays aboufie named is 
idieryffe of Ellaund shyre and Northumberkund shyre, he bore his 
pod belbre the said qoene, sens the entrynge of the said lordschyps 



** Betwyx Ahiewyk and Barrwyk cam to the quene maister Rawf 
WodrynctOD, having in hys company many gentyhnen well ttpojn* 
ted. His folks arayd in liveray, well horsed, to the nomtere of an 
IttBdreth horsys. 

" At the comjrng ny to Barrwyk was shot ordonnounce the wiche 
was &yT for to here. And ny to the sayd place, the quene drest hyr. 
And ichon in &yr aray, went the on after the other in fayr order. 

^ At the entrynge of the bryge was the said o^ittayne well 
wpojntedf and in hys company hys gentylmen and men of annes 
who receyved the said quene into the said place. 

** At the tother end of the bryge toward the gatt, was the mais- 
ter marshaU compayned of hjs company, ichon bearing a stafie in 
Idshaiind. 

** After him was the collie revested with the crosse, the wiche 
was gjfSen hyr for to kysse by th* archbischop as before. 

** At the gatt of the said towne was the maister porter, with the 
gard and soyars of the said place, in a row well apoynted. Ichon 
of those had an hallebarde or other staffe in his haund, as the 
odiers. And upon the said gatt war the mynstraylls of the sayd 
capittayne, playnge of their instruments. 

** In the midds of the said towne was the maister chamberlayn, 
and the mayre, acompayned of the bourges and habitaunts of the 
said place, m fayr ordre and well apoynted. 

** la such fa3nr ordre and company sche was conveyd and brought 
to the castell, wher she was receyved by the lady D* Arcy honnest- 
ly accompayned. 

^ The XXX and xxxist days of the said monneth, the quene tar- 
ried at Barrwyk, where she had great chere of the said cappitayne 
of Barrwyk, and h3rr company in likewys. That sam day was by 
the said cappitayne, to the pleasur of the said quene, gyffen corses 
of chasse within the said towne, with other sports of bayrs and of 
doggs togeder. 

^ The first day of August the quene departed from Barwick for 
to go to Lamberton kerke in varey fayr company, and well a- 
po3mted. 

^ First, of the said archbischops and bischops, the erles of Surrey 
and of Northumberlaund, the lord Dacres, the lord Scroop and his 
son, the lord Gray, the lord Latemer, the lord chamberlain, maister 
Polle, and other nobles and knyghts. The young gentylmen were 
well apoynted at their devises, and ther was fou much of cloth of 
gold, as of other ryche rayments. Their horsys frysks in hamays 
of the selfe: and upon thos orfavery, sum others had campaynes 
gylt, the others campaynes of silver. Gambads at plasur, that it 
was fayr thyng for to se. 

*' The sayd erle of Northumberlaund was varey well mounted, 
hys horse rychly apoynted, his hamays of gold in brodcux, hyra- 
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Eelfc ID ajackette betten of gold, well wrotiglit in golilsraith werLe, 
and brodery, and in a cloke ofporple borded of cloth of gold. His 
henamen apoynted as before mentioned. Incontinently befoie 
hyni rode tlie maister of liis horsei conveying the sam thre heoA- 
men arayed in jackets ell of orfsvery and brodery, and ther hamays 
of their horgys in such wya of or&very and brodery full of sniaU 
bells that maid a grett noyae. Afler thos cam a gcntylmen ledyng 
in his haund a corset, covered to the grownde of a vary rych tia- 
pure betlcn of gold of orfavery and brodery in orauuge. And ichon 
of tlie sam a gren tre in the manere of a pyne, and maid tlte sud 
lord pannades, and they weigitcd varey honestly. 

" After cam tlie said quene varey rychly araydc and cnomed 
witli gold and precyous stones. Betting in hyr lylere rychly apoyn- 
ted. Her fotenian alwayes ny to hyr well apoynl«d, and monted 
upon fayr pallefrya, and their harnays rycbe in appareylh 

" Alter cam byr char rychly apoynted, fournyscheil of ladyes 
and gentytwomcn well apoynted, and after that, sum other gontyl- 
women on hor«bak honorably apoynted. 

" Ttic said cappitayne of Uarrwyk, and my lady hys wyffe 
Bcompayned of many gentylmen and gentylwomeii rychly arayed 
and clothed of a liveray, went with the Eaid quenc lo Kdinburghe. 

" Before the said qocne war by ordre Johannes and hya coni' 
pany, and Henry GJascebcry and liys company, the trompetts, offi- 
cers of armes, and serjcanta of masse, so that at tlie departing out 
of the Raid Burrwyk and at liyr Bedward at Lambcrtonkerke it was 
a joy for to see and here. 

" In such Btat and aray tfte said quene cam out of Barrwyk, ichon 
by ordre, the lordes and nobles tliro and tlire togedcr, to the said 
Lambertonkerkc, and the company beliind well apoynted and in 
fair aray, that it was escimed tliat tlier war of the parte of tlie said 
quene xviii C. or two M horsys well apoynted." 

1609. — Leiand states, timt " at Kiley f KilocJ primis annis lien- 
rici VIII., not tar from Norham, in ttie lordship of the bishop -of 
Durham, was found betwixt two atones, bokels of an arming girdle, 
typpe and barrcs of the sanio, of pure gold, a pornel and crosse for 
a sword of gold ; bokcls and typps of gold for spurs." 

1510. — A great number of the people of Newcastle, headed by 
some of the aldermen and principal men of tliat town, assembled at 
Jesmond, with intent to kill tlic prior of Tyiie mouth. 

I5I3 (Auff. 30^. — The earl of Surrey in the absence of Henry 
Vlll., ordered a rendezvous of military forces at Newcastle. He 
arrived at that town on the above day, (having procured, to insure 
bis success, the banner of St. Cullibert from the church at Durham, 
where he heard mass and had the standard displayed before htm 
during the ceremony), on an expedition against Scotland. He was 

i'oined at Alnwick, on tlie 4tli of September, by bis son Thomas, 
ord admiral, accompanied with a great number offerees, which he 
had brought by sea lo Newcastle. On the 0th was fought the me- 
morable battle of Floddon Field, in Nortliiunberland. It commenc- 
ed at four o'clock in the afternoon, and continued until dark. 






1S29L] MEUAMKABLE lYXVTS. 71 

IV. was tlaiiiy with hig natural son, the bishop of Si. 
twv other Soott prdatea, foor abbots, tfrohreett^ sefoi- 
loffds, fimr hundred Imigfats, and seventeen thousand othcn» 
whoBB were many esquires and men of noCow When the 
Uig of Seola was perceived to be in imminent da^er, diooe near 
fivmed themselves in circular order, and all i^ by the 
Sir William Soott, his chancellor, tand Sir John Fonn 
who were taken prisoners. The royal body was not discovered 
til the next day, when, in a circle of his slain nobility, he was found 
hy Lard Daerea, who was wdl acquainted with his person. He waa 
wounded in many parts, pierced also by several arrows : his left 
hand waa almost severed mm the arm by two several wounds^ and 
his BcdL waa laid open to the middle. His body was embalmed at 
Berwiek^ was afterwards sent to Newcastle, and from thence to 
Ridmiond, in Surrey. The loss o£ the English was computed at 
VJSM men, in which number scarce a man of note was mduded. 
The dimoportion of the slain was attributed to the English artil* 
lery and archers. The victorious earl of Surrey, deposited te 
standrds taken in the field in the cathedral of Duiham, and present- 
ed to-the herald's office the sword and danger of the vanquished 
monarch. This battle is sometimes called the battle of BranxtoUf 
ftom the main scene of action lying near that village ; but common- 
er ^be battle of Floddon, because the Scots were encamped on 
rioddon-hill, and from thence drawn out of their entrenchments to 
fi§^t, by the earl of Surrey secretly marching through the narrow 
defiles about Crookham, and cutting off their retreat. In Branxton 
West-field is a rough upright column of basalt, to commemorate 
this great victory. 

1515^ — About this year, the stone gateway at the entrance of 
the odlege at Durham from the Baileys was erected by Prior Cas- 
tell. Above it is the chapel of St. Helen, not now used* and the 
old Exchequer, where all the rents reserved in the chapter leases 
ar^ made pajrable. 

1516 (May 2 J* — By a decree of the Star Chamber, twenty-four 
auditors were to be chosen by the twelve crafls, to inspect the 
yearly accounts of the corporation of Newcastle, without any re- 
ward. 

15^. — The Scottish army then lying at Coldstream, resolved to 
attempt the reduction of Wark, under the command of the duke 
of Albany, Sir John Lisle being then governor. Buchanan the 
historian being present at the siege gives the following description 
of the castle : — <' In the innermost area was a tower of great 
strength and height, this was encircled with two walls, the outer 
including a large space, into which the inhabitants of the country 
used to ly with their cattle, com, and flocks, in time of war ; the 
inner of much smaller extent, but fortified more strongly by ditches 
and towers. It had a strong garrison, good store of artillery, and 
other things necessary for defence." The duke of Albany sent 
agamst it battering cannon, and a chosen band of Scots and French 
te the number of 4,000, under the command of Andrew Ker of 
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FairaliersL Tlie I'VeocIi carried Ihe outer inclosure at the & 
asBBult, but they were dislodged by the garrison setting lire to tl 
straw laid up therein. The besiegers soon recovered it, and | 
their cannon effected a breach in the inner wall. The French wi 
great intrepidity mounted the breach, sustaining great loss by ti 
shot of those who possessed the tower or keep, and being warm 
received by the forces that defended the inner bollium, were ofa 
ged to retire after a great slaughter. The attack was to have b« 
renewed the nest day. but the approach of the earl of Surrey, wl| 
before lay at Ahiwick Castle witli a large force, obliged the duke | 
relinquish his design. 

lo25 fOel. 10 J' — A treaty was concluded at Berwick betwet 
the commissioners of King Henry Vlll. and King James V., for 
three years' peace ; and in the year 1528 the truce was renewe 
and the peace was continued for five years. 

Thomas Horsley, who was mayor of Newcastle in the 
1514, 1519, 1524, 1525, and 1533, devised all his lands i 
place, after his death and that of his wife, for the endowment of 
grammar school, which was tobe free for any within or without t] 
town. This school was at first situated on the north-east side 
St Nicholas' church, in the large area called the church-yard, a 
before the burial place was railed in. In 1599, the i2a year e 
Queen Elizabeth's reign, it, by charter from that princess, I 
a royal foundation, and was removed to the hospital of St. Mbi^ 
in Westgate Street, its present situation. | 

15S4. — ^This year, there was an alras-liouse near Stockbridge, U 
Newcastle, but when and for what particular purpose it was fouaiil 
ed are alike unknown. Christopher Brigham, who was mayor oT^ 
Newcastle in 1504, founded Brigham's alms-houses, which stood 
at the angle formed by Pilgrim Street and High Priar Street. Il 
consisted of several dwelling houses, and was inhabited in 1576 by 
poor reUgious women. Elizabeth Nykson founded an alms-house 
about the beginning of the 16th century, for the use of the poor ofij 
All Saint's parish. Four Women, with the allowanceof 30<. a-yesr,! 
were to live in it. It stood in Pilgrim Street, opposite to the west J 
end of All Saint's Church. In Bourne's lime, the poor v 
it had eight chaldrons of coals and \2s. a-year, but it was t 
" going fast to ruins." In Bourne's plan of Newcastle, the " S__ 
tm almt-hotises" stands in Westgate Street, on the west side of the J 
gate leading to the grammar school. On pulling down these houses \ 
not many years ago, the cliarity was removed to the Pudding Chare^.fl 
where it now is, but what has become of the revenues of the othe^v 
alms-houses P 

1535, — An act of Parliament was passed declaring Hartlepool, 
whose inhabitants claimed to be parcel of the county of Northum- 
berland, to be, in future, parcel of the county of York only, but in 
1545, this place still appears to have been considered as forming 
part of the county of Northumberland. 

1539 (Jan. \2), — Robert Blakeney, prior, with fifteen monlu J 
and three novices, surrendered the monastery of Tynemouth to u 
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Eng Henry VIIL An annual pension of eighty pounds was a«- 
■pied to the prior, and smaller ones to each of the monks and no- 
vices. Hie possessions of this monastery, at the dissolution, were 
▼ay large, having twenty villages in Northumberland with their 
frnddes. They had also the tythes of various other villages in 
Nordmmberland and Durham. Several messuages in Newcas- 
de belonged to them, as also the impropriations and advowsons oi 
nmneroos churches in Northumberland. The village of BenweD, 
near Newcastle, belonged to this monastery, and the old tower 
which forms part of the mansion-house (now in ruins) was the 
prior*8 summer residence. 

1539 ^Dec, Si, J — The prior, Hugh Whitehed, and convent, sur- 
renderea the monastery of Durham to the King. The whole of these 
institutions in Northumberland and Durham were suppressed, and 
their plate, revenues, and other property, taken possession of for 
the king. There were suppressed in England and Wales, 643 
monasteries, 90 colleges, 2,374 churches and free schools, and 110 
ho^itals. Their yearly value amounted to £160,000., besides the 
money which arose from the materials of the houses, from plate» 
jewels, and church ornaments. 

This year, the society of keelmen was instituted at Newcastle. 

1541 fMat/ 12J. — King Henry VIIL, by his letters patent^ 
founded the cathedral church of Durham. 

This year, while the king was at York, expecting an interview 
with the king of Scotland, which had been agreed upon, and which 
would have taken place if James had not broken the appointment ; 
the mayor of Newcastle waited upon him with a present of £100. 
The year following hostilities re-commenced between the two king- 
doms. 

1543. — On the death of James V. of Scotland, King Henry pro- 
jected a marriage between his son Edward then only five years of 
age, and Mary the infant queen of that kingdom (the beautiful and 
unfortunate Mary, queen of Scots) ; certain Scottish nobles, who 
had been made prisoners at a late defeat near Solway, were deput- 
ed into Scotland for this purpose, where they arrived about the 
middle of January, having nrst delivered hostages to the duke of 
Suffolk, lieutenant of the north, at Newcastle, for their return. Fac- 
tion, however, prevented also this laudable intention of extinguish- 
ing the inveterate animosity of the two nations. 

1544 C March 21 J. — An invasion of Scotland having been deter- 
mined on, Edward Sejnmour, earl of Hertford, and John Dudley, 
lord high admiral, were appointed for this expedition. The former 
led the army to Newcastle. Tlie lord high admiral arrived at 
Tynemouth on the above day, with a fleet of men of war and 200 
transports, on board of which 10,000 men were embarked about 
the end of April for Scotland, and having landed at Leith, and be- 
come masters of Edinburgh, which they sacked and burnt, they 
returned to Berwick on the 18th day of May. 

This year, a plague raged at Newcastle. 

1545 (May 2), — At an array offerees destined to act against 
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Scotland, the bishop of Durham had of able i 
•peannen 4, bill-men 494. 

1517 (Aug. S8^. — An army was prepared for the tovasiOD cf' ^ 
Scotland, under the command of Edward Soyroour, duke of So- 
merset, lord protector during the minority of Edward VI. The 
army first assembled at Newcastle, and were there mustered on tho 
above day by John Dudley, earl of Warwick. Here they remaiaed 
three dayg, during which time, "A newe paire of gallowes were 
set up in the market place, and a souldier hanged for quarrellying 
and tghtyng." By this time a fleet of 34 ships of war, 30 tcana- 
ports, and a galley, under the command of iSir George Clinton, had 
arrived, when a general muster was made, aad the army wiiidi 
consisted of 18,01)0 marched to Berwick, where they lay encamped 
without the walls, after which they defeated the Scots near Mua- 
Belburgh, September 10, when 13,000 of the latter were alaiB. 
Af^er this expedition, he returned to Newcastle, where be cor\fe^ 
red the honour of knighthood on Itobert Brandling, then mayor. 

Edward VI. who began his reign this year, founded a grammar 
■chool at Morpeth. 

This year, all the sands called shores of the river Tyne, were 
settled on the corporation of Newcastle, for the maintenance nf 
that town and preservation of the port of Newcastle. 

Berwick, aSlet undergoing various sieges by both nations, was in 
the reigns of King Edward VI., and Queen Mary of Scotland, 
made a county touiii, and as Rymer notes it, " a free town, inde- 
pendent of botli nations." 

1549. — The Scotch, under the command of D'Essc, a Frencji 

feneral of great military skill, made an attack upon the castle of 
'ord, and laid the greatest part of it in ashes. 

I550.-^^reat repairs were made in the fortress of Berwick, which 
amounted to so large a sum as £6,000. 

1551. — A treaty was signed in the church of Norham, between 
the commissioners of England and Scotland. 

1553. — In the months of July and August, the earl of Nortbuia>- 
berland, as lord warden general of all the marches, diligently sur- 
veyed them in person. He was at Newcastle August 12. where hf 
appointed Lord Wharton his deputy. Several articles of diadpliw 
reUting to the defence of the borders were established or reviv«|ti 
on this occasion ; watches by day and night were stationed in eai^ 
of the marches. These were under tlie superintendence of ' 
principal gentlemen in the neighbourhood of each, or of the offii 
and tenants of the king, who were intitled overseers to set 
search them. 

1553. — The bishopric of Durham was dissolved, and Gateshead 
was annexed by act of parliament to Newcastle. King Edward 
VI. proposed to have erected a bishopric at Newcastle,* out of 
part of the dissolved see, but these purposes were defeated by hif 
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dcbthj ancf <m the accession of Queen Maty, the bishopric of Dur- 
hsBOt #tts restofedi. Gateshead was also in 1554 taken from New* 
<Mfle, and ifestored to the county of Durham. 

1553. — This year, it was enacted by act of parliament, that in 
Newcastle thei^e should be no greater number than four taverns 
or wine sellers Co sell or utter wine by retail. 

This year, Morpeth first returned members to parliament 

1555 y Oct F6^. — Nicholas Ridley, the venerable bishop of Lon- 
cfion, suflfered martyrdom, along with his friend Latimer, bemg burnt 
alt a stake before Baliol college, Oxford. He was bom at Willi- 
moteswick, in Northumberland, and received the rudiments of hi» 
education at Newcastle, from whence he removed to Pembroke 
Hall, Cambridge, where he obtained ft fellowship in 1524. 

15^7.-^Bishop Tunslifd, granted a charter to the company of 
glovers; wrthi» me borough of Gateshead ; he also incorporated ths^ 
barkers^ and tanners of Gateshead. 

•/tme 2S«— 'The same year, by a decree of the privy councO, the 
number of iddermen of Newcastle, were increased from six to t«i. 

1558,— Sir Henry Percy was defeated by the Scots, under the 
command of the earl of Bbthwell, at a place called Haltwellswehret 
in the parish of Ford. Percy made a gallant attack at the head of 
1,000 horse ; but his cavalry being thrown into disorder by a sud* 
den discharge of fire arms from a party of the Scots, fled in diis- 
order and were pursued over the Till. Bothwell took above 120 
l^soners, among whom were Errington and Ker, captains of light 
horse. 

This year, a battle was fought at Grindon, in Northumberland, 
between the English and the Scots, the latter of whom were de- 
feated by Sir Thomas and Sir Henry Percy. 

1559^. — As Mr. Anderson, a merchant and alderman of Newcac- 
tie, was leaning over the bridge at that place, and handling his ring, 
he dropt it into the river. Some time ailer, his servant bought a 
salmon in the mid-ket, in which the same rin^ was found, and most 
unexpectedly restored to its owner. The rmg is in possession of 
die family of th^ Rev. E. Anderson, of Yorluhire. It has a fish 
engraven under the signet. 

About the end of this year, the duke of Norfolk arrived at New- 
castle, as lord lieutenan^ general of the north, to muster an army, 
which in conjunction with a fleet of ships of war, were intended to 
support the profestant party in Scotland, ^mnst tlie great forces 
that had been- transported thither by the French. Queen Eliza- 
beth, in a letter to the duke, dated December theSOth, desires him 
to borrow seven or eight hundred pounds of the Newcastle mer- 
ehants, till her own ttumey lAiould arrive, the carriage of which wai 
trt}ublesome and todioos during winter. By letters from his gnuH^ 
at Newcastle, to die privy council dated February 16 and 20, it 
appears that ships ot that town were to be well provided and sent 
to sea within ten days^ carryuij^ 460 solAers, besMfei a sufficient 
^oantity of mariners far the remfoivement of the tfqnsl fleet, then 
lying in Edinburgh Fridi. The queeA'tf eio»tiriMinM«» Sir WilHanl 



76 HISTORICAL REGISTER OV [a. D. 15ft9# 

Cecily knty her principal secretary, and Doctor Wottoo, dean of 
Canterbury and York, were appointed to meet and treat with thots 
of the French king, and to be at Newcastle by the 5th of June tho 
same year. 

1559. — Queen Elizabeth, who began her reign this year, founded ' 
in Berwick a free grammar school, and placed it under the patron-^ 
age of the guild of that town. 

Near Kirkharle, in Northumberland, the seat of Sir Charles 
Loraine, bart., is a stone pillar erected on the spot where Robert. 
Loraine, Esq., was slain by a band of moss troopers, in Queen- 
Elizabeth's reign. 

1560. — James Pilkington was elected to the see of Durham. 
He was the first protestant bishop of that diocese. This bishop 
visited his cathedral in 1561 and 1567, and probably, in the latter 
year, removed the superstitious books and ornaments, and caused 
to be defaced the idolatrous figures from the church plate. 

1561. — Queen Elizabeth appointed Lord Hunsdon governor of 
Berwick, to take the charge and government of the town of New- 
castle and county of Northumberland, under the earl of Essex. 
, 1562. — Died, in London, Dr. William Gibson, a native of Mor- 
peth. Dr. Gibson flourished at the same time with his townsman 
Dr. Turner, and like him wrote several books against the popish 
doctrines, one of which was entitled " The Treasons of the PretcUet 
since the Conquest" He acquired great fame for his extraordi- 
nary attainments in physic, divinity, history, and botany. Being a 
warm friend to the reformation, he became an exile in the reign of 
Queen Mary, af^er whose death he returned to England. He 
wrote on the nature of Herbs, &c. 

1564. — A person of the name of Partrage was executed at New- 
castle, for coming false money in that town. " This year, 1564, 
Partrage was put down for coyning false money in the great innes, 
in Pilgrim Street." 

This year, a conference was held at Berwick on tlie subject of 
the marriage of Mary, queen of Scots. 

1565 fJan. SO J, — Bishop Pilkington granted a charter of incor- 
poration to the inhabitants of Durham and Framwellgate, appoint- 
mg Christopher Sewarties, the first alderman, and William Walton, 
William Wright, Robert Anderson, Christopher Mayor, Thomas 
Knighton, Hugh Whitfield, Edward Hudspeth, Peter Pattenson, 
W^illiam Harper, Gilbert Nixon, Edward Ilenelly, and John Ander- 
son, the first assistant burgesses. Previous to this, the chief of- 
ficer in the city was styled baililF. 

1566 f March 9 J, — Afler the murder of Rizzio, the favourite of 
Mary queen of Scots, which took place on the above day, the earl 
of Morton, with the Lords Ruthven, Maitland, and Lindsay, fled to 
Newcastle, where Lord Ruthven falling ill of a fever, departed tliis 
life. His death occasioned little regret, and his name lives in his- 
tory only as that of a titled murderer. Morton and his son con- 
tinued lurking near Alnwick*, and other places on the borders, till 
they obtained their pardon and were restored. 
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156& — ^This year, Maij, queen of Scots, went to view Berwick, 
the deputy governor and his train having met her at the extre- 
of the liberties, conducted her to Hallidown-hiil, and from 
thence to the west end of the town where she commanded a perfect 
view of the place, and was saluted by a general discharge of cannon. 
Li 1588, James VI. of Scotland went through the same ceremony 
and received the same warlike salute. 

1567 (June 15 J. — Queen Elizabeth by charter founded a gram- 
■nr school at Darlington, through the solicitations of Henry earl 
ef Dariington and Bishop Pilkington, whose influence the inhabi- 
tants had sought for that purpose. A portrait of the royal foundren 
with her charter in her hand, was placed in the school by the late 
George Allan, Esq., F. S. A., as a memorial of his gratitude in 
Ipving received part of his education there. 

1568 (Jtdy 7). — Died, in London, William Turner, A. M., and 
M. D., the first English botanist and ornithologist. Dr. Turner 
was a native of Morpeth, add having entered Christ's College, Cam- 
bridge, became an excellent linguist, poet, and orator. Being a 
very zealous protestant, and writing several books in defence of the 
reformed doctrines, he was imprisoned by Bishop Gardiner and 
others then in power, but having escaped he fled beyond the seas. 
At Ferrara, in Italy, he commenced doctor in physic, gaining his 
degree there with great applause. On the accession of Elizabeth, 
he returned into England. He wrote ^ An Herbal" in folio, and a 
book of physic, as also treatises on birds, fishes, plants, stones, 
metals, &c. 

1569 (Nov, IS J. — The deep attachment of the northern pro- 
vinces to the ancient faith, together with the interest inspired 
by the misfortunes of Mary, queen of Scots, and by the fears enter- 
tained for the safety of the duke of Norfolk, who had been sent 
prisoner to the tower, for aspiring to a marriage with the queen of 
Scots, roused the earls of Westmorland and Northumberland, witli a 
tumultuary force of 1,500 men, which in their progress swelled to 
double that number. The first efforts of the insurgents were directed 
against Durham. On the above day they entered the city, tore and 
trampled underfoot the English bibles and books of common prayer, 
and celebrated mass in the cathedral. From thence, whilst a party 
of the rebels occupied Hartlepool, their main body moved south- 
wards by easy journies, Richard Norton, an old gentleman, with a 
reverend grey head, bearing a cross with a streamer before them, 
as far as Clifford moor, |»ear Weatherby, where they mustered 
4,000 foot, and 600 horse. Meanwhile Sir George Bowes was 
raising a power ifl the bishopric, in the rear of the insurgents ; and 
the earl of Sussex was advancing in their front with 3,000 men, and 
followed by a large force under the earl of Warwick. They now 
began to retreat before the royal forces, and having reached Cum- 
berland, greatly reduced, the earls, with a few horse, fled into Scot- 
land. The earl of Northumberland was betrayed by a faithless 
borderer, and expiated his errors on the scaffold at York. The 
earl of Westmorland escc^d into Eanders, where he died in 
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extreme old age. Some of the other principal conB[iiraiDrs received 
pBrdoim. Norton, the aged patriarch, and others escaped over seu* 
■id entered the Spanish serrice. Sixty-six persons suffered dentl 
K Durham, among nhom were Ptumtrec, a priest; Struther, m 
[ alderman ; and sevenU peace officers, who had acted under the oi 
ders of the insurgents. In a tract of sixty miles, from Weatherby" 
to NcH-castle, it is said, tliere was scarcely a village which did' no(} 
witness the execution of some of the deluded oflenilers. Several 
were put to death at York, and others attainted of high trcaaoot' 
and their estates forfeited. The bridge at Barnard castle was d^ 
atroyed on this occasion. The present bridge was coramenceif 
building the same year, as appears by a stone in the wall fronting; 
Bridge- gate, inscribed "£. It. 1560." 

1574 ("April 2 J. — Queen Elizabeth by charter founded " thr 
free grammar-school and alms-house of fcepycr, in Houghton-Ie- 

S)ring, in the county of Durham," and appointed John Heath of 
epyer, esq., and Bernard Gilpin, rector of Houghton, the first go- 
t vemorg. The eminently pious Gilpin during his life superintend' 
f ad this institution with the most pains-taking solicitude. 




1575^— William Flower, esq., norroy king of arms, granted tlrt 

' addition of a helmet, crest, and supporters, to the .wcient arms of 

Newcastle. No motto occurs in this grant. In all probability thtf 

motto was added after the gallant defence of the town against thtf 

Scots. ^^M^an. 15, 1644. 

1576,^ — Queen Elizabeth caused many of tlie old works of dc 
fcnce at Berwick, to be erased, and new fortifications erected upotf 
a modem plan, by which their extent was considerably abridged. 

1577. — Gateshead before it shrunk under the influence of Neif 
cBstle, had a borough market, which according to depositions takett 
diis year, was held twice a-week ("Tuesday and V'ridayi, and e** 
tended fVom the market cross, betwixt the loUbooth and the pant* 
to the blue stone on Tyne bridge, or to the Brig-gate. The toll- 
booth stood in the main street nearly opposite to riie west end at 
Oaltwellgate. It had lijrmerly been a school and latterly a placri 
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flf 0pDfixieineDt for diMrdkriy MffiMna. At thii period abo thtjpen- 
faldy afterwaitU removod to WindmiU-hiUay atood in the middle of 
the atreeit ofipoaite to the five waaned-mill. The poat^foad came 
itma Sc MarkVlaoe (corrupted to Mirk-lane), and enfterod 
Garcpbwwl bj Half-moon*laiie, or Miller's Chare. 

1OT8 (A%g* V^^^Thomas Rowland was pressed to death on 
ftp Filflce greeBi in the eity of Durham, and buried at St. Niohdlaa' 
^■yrii there* 

1579, — ^This year, the major, aldermen, and sheriff of NewcasdOt 
vnUe U^ the bailiffii of Yarmouth, on account of a grievous pli^uo 
iriuoh hsd carried off, between May and Michaelmas, about 2,000 
persons, to forbid their ships to come to that place aa usual ftr 



1580i< — ^The ancient house now called Anderson Place, in Pilgrim 
Street, Newcastle, was built by Robert Anderson, merchant, out of 
the offices, and nearly upon the site of the Franciscan Priory* Kim 
Charles I., when a prisoner at Newcastle, was confined in tbn 
boose. Stt May 13, 1646. 

On a bridge of one arch over the Devil Water, on the road from 
Hexham to Slaley, the following inscription, boldly cut in Belief in 
Roman capitals, occurs on a stone in the middle of the battle- 
ment >— god FRESERvi w. & — ^Wlnfoird Erengton BdikU this 

BREGE OF LTME AND STONE, AN. DO. 1581. 

The following curious entry occurs in Hart parish regist^ • J%e 
wUckeg of ITor^— 28th July, 1582, office of Master Chancellor 
against Allison Lawe of Hart. *< She it a notorious tareeror amd 
enchcuUer. Sentence to do penance once in the market-place at 
Durham, ** with a papir on her head" once in Hart Church, and 
once in Norton Church. Janet 3ambridge, and Janet Allinaon, of 
Stockton, were accused of << asking counsell of witches, and resort- 
ing to Allison Lawe for cure of the sicke.'* 

1583 (March 4^. — Died, in the 66th year of his age, Bernard 
Gilpin, whose boundless charity, and meritorious exertions to en- 
lighten his fellow creatures, obtained him the pre-eminent appella- 
tion of '* The Northern Apostle." He was rector of Hougnton- 
le-Spring, in the county of Durham, and founder of the free gram* 
mar school in that place. 

1587. — The plague raged with great violence in the neighbour- 
hood of Hartlepool ; it is not mentioned in the register of that 
place, thoiu^ the deaths amounted to 26, nearly double the usual 
number, in the Stranton register it is stated May 21, '<heere 
began the sickness," and at Hart " 89 corses" were buried, one of 
which was << a young woman imknown, who died in the street." 

This year, there was a great scarcity of grain at Durham, wheat 
16«. 4<i the bushel ; rye 18«. 4d. ; haver ^oaU) 5a 2d. : grotes 4f . 
a peck ; pease I2i. a bushel ; bigg 6#. ; naver-malt bs. 6dL The 
pnces fell in harvest, and next year, wheat was 3«. 4dL a bushel, 
and oats 2s. 

Augusi 12, this year, the earl of Huntingdon, president of the 
north, ordered a general array of all the feaoble men of the ooub^ 
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of Durham, betwixt the ages of 16 and 60, on Spenny-moor. There 
appeared 9,000 men r^y to serve her majesty. 

1588 and 1589. — A grievous plague raged at Newcastle^ of 
which there died in all 1,727 persons. This latter vear the plainie 
broke out and raged in Durham for a considerable time ; alter 
abating for some months, which gave hopes that the tremendous 
visitation was about to cease, it appeared again with redoubled vio* 
lence, so as to oblige the poorer people to be removed into huts and 
sheds on the adjacent commons, particularly Elvet-moor, where the 
marks of arrangement of melancholy cells were distinctly to be ob- 
served before Uie enclosures, on the south side of the hill, below 
the wood. 

1589. — Newcastle was made a free town, and for ever to be 
known under the designation of the mayor and burgesses of the 
town of Newcastle upon Tyne, at the same time receiving an ad- 
miralty jurisdiction within their own liberties, exempt from the 
power of the lord high admiral of England. 

The corporation of Newcastle occurs about this time as keeping 
their fool. The following entry is in St. John s register : — " Au- 
gust, 1589, Edward Errington the towne's foole, buried the 2Sd of 
of August, died in tlic peste." I copied the following from the 
MS. notes in the late Alderman Hugh Hornby's copy of Brand's 
History of Newcastle, Vol. IL, p 448, where the above paragraph 
is given ;— " I think it appears plainly from entries in tne town's 
books of payments, that the foois have been idiots kept at the ex- 
pence of the corporation. Edward Errington, and John Watson, 
are both mentioned at the same time ; another payment is for hose 
and showes to Thomas Dodds, a 7iatitraU in 1594. A petticoat is 
sometimes mentioned as part of the cloathing. ( Fools )y in 1595, 
paide dame Clarke for keeping AUon tlie foole, xijrf. In 1566, 
• item, paide for cowllingc of Bartye AUyson, the foole, this year, 
xvjrf.' Among other payments in 1595, are the following: — « For 
cloaths. AlloHyfoole, a long cote — Thomas Dodds, foole, a petticoat.' 
In the same year, 'paide to John Lawson,y?>o/r, towards mcndinge 
of his sore legg, xijr// (Fools), Jan. 15G1, * item, paide for ij payr 
of showes to the ij fFulles agaynste Chrj^stjTimas, ij5. iiijr/.' In the 
same year, a payment is made for vij yardes of yalowe carsay and 
vij yardes of hlewe carsat/e for the fulles cottcs and cappes, agaynst 
Christjrmas." 

1590 fJHay 27^.— Edmund Duke, born in Kent, Richard Hill, 
John Hogg, and Richard Holyday, all natives of Yorkshire, and 
Roman catholic priests, were executed at Durham. As I shall 
have frequent occasion to relate these appalling transactions (no 
less than 13 catholics having suffered death for their religion in 
Northumberland and Durham), it may here be necessary to inform 
my reikders, that according to an act passed in the 27th year of the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, priests made by Roman authority, were 
forbid under pain of death to come over into England or remain 
here. From 1577 to 1603, 1 find that 124 priests, and 57 laymen 
and women suffered death under this act. 
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1591^— St. GHei diiircli, in the city cvf Durham, b of yeryremoto 
■^io. In the chancel is a recumbent efligy cut in wood, tradition- 
dfy said to belong to one of the Heath fiunily, buried here in the 
wre year. It represents a male figure in complete armour, the 
kmds elevated, and the head resting upon a helmet with a bear's 
ftm fi>r the crest. The views firom this church-jrard are delightM 
ad extensive. 

^ 1592^ — ^In the old register book of St Nicholas' paririi, in the 
city_ of Durham, is the following remarkable entry : — ** Simson, 
AningtoQ, Fetherstone, Fenwicke, and Lanckaster, were hanged 
for bang JBgypHans.** In another part of the register the same 
etent is recorded in these words : — '< 1592, Simson, Arrington^ 
Fetherstone, Fenwicke, and Lancaster, Egyjiiaci suspensi JkiSnaU 
npradicto^ August S.** 



1593 (Jan, 1)* — Edward Waterson, Roman catholic priest, a 
native of London, was executed at Newcastle. 

February 3. — This year, Queen Elizabeth, granted (at the suitand 
request of Sir John Lumley, Lord Lumley,^ a new charter to the 
burgesses and inhabitants of Hartlepool, ana among other privileges 
a market on Tuesday in every week (now holden on Saturday), 
and a yearly fair begmning on the vigil of St. Lawrence, to continue 
15 di^s ; a court of pie poudre, &c. with toUage, stallage, &c It 
is likewise expressed that the mayor and burgesses shall have so 
many, as great, and the like privileges, &c. as the mayor and bur- 
gesses of Newcastle upon Tyne. 

(July 21 )^ — Joseph Lampton, a Roman catholic priest, bom at 
Malton, in Yorkshire, was executed at Newcastle, He was of the 
ancient family of Lampton, of South Biddick, in the county of Dur- 
ham. 

1594 (FA. ^). — John Speed, layman, was executed at Durham. 
His crime was being aiding and assisting to Roman catholic priests* 

(July 24fJ. — John Bost or Boast, Roman catholic nnest, a 
native of Penrith, was executed at Durham. The next aay John 
Ingram, a native of Warwickshire, was executed at Gateshead, and 
on the 26th, George Swallowell, a native of the county of Durham, 
was executed at Darlington. These were both Roman catholic 
priests, and tried and condemned with Mr. Boast. 

This year, Tobias Matthew, bishop of Durham, incorporated by 
charter, the following trades in Gateshead, viz. : — The dyers, ful- 
lers, blacksmiths, locksmiths, cutlers, joiners and carpenters; and 
the cordwainers, in 1602. 

This year, Bishop Matthew granted a license, autliorising John, 
baron of Lumley, to translate to the church of Chester- le-Street, 
the remains and monuments of his ancestors, particularly of John 
Lumley and Ralph Lumley, from the yard of the cathedral at Dur- 
ham, where they were placed near the north door. The north 
aisle of Chester church is solely appropriated to and filled with a 
solemn arrangement of 14 effigies of this illustrious family. 

1597 (May 21>.^— The following occurs in the parochial register 
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tile county of Durham, under Uiia date, " Het 



of Strnnton, 

begun the sickness" (the plague). The burials 

year are 52 ; in the above year 93, amongst the victims are 






Turner y" vicar, July 27. Richard Turner, brother to y" 
Ri(])he, buried the same day." 

1597 (July ij. — The assizea were deferred on account of" 
the plague then raging at Newcastle, and tlic following places in 
the county of Durham: — Durham, Darlington, Gateshead, WhicV- 
ham, Stointon, Burdon, Boldon, Houghton, Chester, Biliingham, 
St. Helen, Auckland, Wolsingham, Aycirtfc, and in several other 
plnceB. The poor inhabitants of the city of Dm-ham, were lodged 
in huts erected upon the moors near that jilace. Bishop IMatthew 
retired to his castle at Stockton to avoid the infection. October 
17, there were dead of the plasue at Darlington, 340 persons. 
October 27, there was dead in Eivet, in the city of Durham, more 
than 400 ; in St. Nicholas' parish 100 ; in St. Margaret's 200 ; in 
St. Giles' 60; in St. Mary's, in the North Bailey 60. Twenty-four 

Srisoners died in goal. 215 deaths are recorded in the parish a 
t. Nicholas, Durham, between the 11th of July and the 27th t 
November. Many of these persons were buried on the moor, at 
in St Thomas's chapel, beyond Claypath, ' 

August 26, — Anthony Arrowsmith, arraigned of murder rt 
Durham, stood mute upon his trial, and was pressed to death iB 
the market place there. 

1598 (Jan. and Feb.). — The plague ceased at Durham i 
Darlington, but broke out again on the ISthofSeptcmber the sj 
year. 

September Ifi— This year, William Marshall, of London, wM 
hanged at DurJiam, and buried at St. Nicholas' church. ^' 

1599 (March 22 J Queen Elizabeth, granted a charter to tbf 

mayor and burgesses of Newcastle: this, which is called Thb 
Great Charter, constitutes the basis of their constitution, aa4 
cost them £034, 10s. 

June 25. — This year. Queen Elizabelh founded at Hexham s frM 
school, with an ample stipend for a master, and the master's houst 
ifas built by subscription. ' 

The following is an entry in the register of St. John's church, ta 
Newcastle : — " Buried, Clement Rodertbrthe. gentleman ; was exe- 
cuted in the castle the 2Sd day of August, 1599." ' 

Auff. 29. — This year, Francis Cully and Bryan Gant, were hanp 
ed at Durham, and buried at St. Nicholas' church. ' 

1600 (Auff. 9>.— Thomas Palasor, a Roman catholic pries 
and John Norton, in whose house he was apprehended, and Mil 
John Talbot, for being found in his company, and for aiding rati 
assisting him, were executed ot Durliani. 

1601 (Sepl. 2i;.— The city of Durham obtained a charter of 
Incorporation from the crown, which Bishop Matthew opposed ak 
an infringement of his franchise, and af\er a long and expensive 
•lUt in the Exchequer, succeeded in quashing the royal (barter, 
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md then granted one himflelf, placing the city which had liitherto 
been governed by a bailiff, under a maycNr and aldermen* Hugh 
Wrigfat was elected the first mayor on the above day. 

1601. — This year, Elizabeth Jennison, widow of Thomas Jenni- 
•oo, £aq* founded a school at Heighington, in the county of Dur- 
ham. A handsome new school-house was erected in 1812, and 
was opened June 9, 1813. 

IGCte.-— Andrew Tate was tried and convicted of the murder and 
rob b er y of several persons at Bumhall, near Sunderland Bridge, in 
the county of Durham, and he was hanged on the high road, where 
the ways to Ferrjrhill and Auckland divide. 

Hie following is extracted firom the register of All Saints' church, 
m Newcastle ; — " Robert Brandling, merchant adventurer, exe* 
cnted and buried, SO Julie, 1602." 

Sometime in the reign of Queen Elizabeth (between the years 
1558 and 1603), came over to England from Lorraine, the Hen- 
aeOs^ Tjrzacks, and Tytorys. The reason of their coming hither 
was the persecution of the protestants in their own country, of 
whose persuasion they were. They were by occupation glass- 
makers. They settled at Newcastle, and wrought in their trade at 
the Close-gate on the river Tyne, but afler that they removed into 
Staffi>rdshire, from whence they returned again and settled upon 
die Tyne side, a little east of Newcastle, at a place called from 
their abiding in it the Glasshouses. Deservedly, therefore, have 
so many of these families been named Peregrines from the latin 
pertffrmuSf signifying a pilgrim or a stranger. Having at last set- 
tled here they became very numerous, and generally intermarried 
to preserve the three names of Henzell, Tyzack, and Tytory. 
There are still of the two former, but the last has been for many 
years extinct. 

1603^— On the death of Queen Elizabeth, Kin^ James VI. of 
Scotland, was proclaimed at Berwick, March 26, king of England. 
France and Ireland, by the name of King James I. On the 5th o£ 
April, his Majesty began his journey from Edinburgh, with a splen- 
did train, and the next day he entered Berwick, where Matthew, 
bishop of Durham, met the king and preached before him. On his 
Majesty's entrance into Berwick, tliere were great rejoicings by the 
garrison and inhabitants. April the 9th, his majesty on his way 
from Scotland to take possession of the crown of England, arrived 
at Newcastle. On the followmg Sunday, the bishop of Durham 
preached before him at St. Nicholas' church, in tliat town, from the 
2d Chron. xv, chap. 1. and 2, verses. The inhabitants were so 
transported with his arrival and presence, that during his stay they 
bore all the charges of his household. April the 13th, his majesty 
arrived at the city of Durham, where he was received by the ma- 
gistrates, and afterwards entertained in Uie castle by the i)ishop, 
who attended him witli an hundred gentlemen. Next day his 
miyesty left the castle, and rested at Walworth house, at that timu 
the residence of Mrs. Jennison, widow of Thomas Jennison, Es(i. 
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IfiOS. — This year Bishop Matthew demiBed Norham castle, Nor- 
f luniihire, and Islandshire, to the king, who immediately granted 
* Norham to George Hume, earl of Duiibar, and it has ever since 
remsined severed from the see. 

The mansion house at Gibside, in the county of Durham, waa 
founded by Sir William Blaliiston, in the reigti of King James L 
Tliere is a fine view of Gibside-liouse, chapel, and monument, troni 
Bryan's-leap, which stands on the heights above Gibside. Thii 
view is engraven in Mr. Surtees' splendid history of the county of 
Durham. 

The following is extracted from the register of Alt Saint's church, 
in Newcastle:— "Dame Whittinghom, murdered by her husband, 
^ buried 17th April, 1634." 

J604. — The plague again broke out in St. Giles' parish, in the 

' city of Durham. This is the last entry relative to the plague in 

I Durham, which bad lasted, with intermissions, from 1589, during 

, vhich period it had carried off great numbers of the inhabitanta, 

Ti well the rich as the poor. 

March 31. — King James I. granted a charter to the mayor and 

burgesses of Newcastle, which finally and solidly established to 

, this opulent body, its large immunities ; that fully defined tlie time 

t and manner of electing its mayor, sheriff, chamberlains, &c. ; the 

I duration and office of electors and aldermen ; and that clearly 

1 |K>inted out the nature and extent of the jurisdiction of its magi^ 

I bates, the privileges of the freemen, and the liberties of the town. 

Apnl5(>. — Thisyear, King James I. granted acharter to thetowB 

of Berwick, confirming their rights and privileges. 

1605 (Fei. 27;.— Lord Howard, who was admiral of the port 
of Newcastle, and the river Tyne, resigned it to the mayor and 
burgesses of Newcastle, with power to hold a court of admiralty. 

1608, — This year, about ten feet of the centre or highest spire 
of St. Nicholas' church, in Newcastle, was taken down and rebuilt 
The corporation have been charged with the reparation of thia 
•teeple from time immemorial. 

1609, and the following year, the plague raged at Newcastle, aa 
I ippeara by St. Nicholas' register of burials. 

1611) fjan. ij. — King James I. re-founded St. Edmund's ho»- 
I pital I in Gateshead, by letters patent, for the reception of three 
poor old men, and ordered that it should henceforth hear the 
name of" King James's Hospital." 

J^uly 26. — Greatham hospital in the county of Durham, was re- 
founded, and a new charter granted. 

This year, 78 deaths " of the pestilence" occur in the parish re- 
gister ofLamesley, in the county of Durham. 

1615 (Jan. \QJ. — Many of the gentry of Durham, assembled at 
the quarter sessions, to consult on obtaining knights and burgesses 
to sit in parliament for the county and city. 

This year, there was a general muster of all the men fit to bear 
l-Wnis in the county of Durham, between tite ages of 16 and 60^ 
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npoa Bpeanj moor, near Whitworth. The whole number of men 
1^ iqipeared at the array was 8,820. The city of Durham and 
mbiirba furnished 560. 

1616 (Jufy 19 J. — Richard Lumley, of Lumley, in the county 
ofDorfaam, was on the above day, knighted by King James I. 
July 12th, 1628, King Charles I. created him Viscount Lumley^ 
of Wateribrd, in Ireland. During the Scots rebellion, his loyalty 
to the long was unshaken, and he formed his castle at Lumley, into 
a fimnidable garrison. He was a principal commander under 
Fmce Rupert, and was at the siege of Bristol, where he remained 
until it surrendered to the parliamentary forces in 1645* 

Jufy 28^ — Robert Cameby and Thomas Reade, were executed 
at Durham, for felony. They were buried at St. Oswald's church. 

This year, Dilston hall, in Northumberland, was built by Francis 
Radch'flf, Esq. After the attainder of James, earl o£ Derwentwater, 
the estates were forfeited and given to Greenwich Hospital, and 
this hall fidling into ruin, was completely removed by the advice of 
Mr. Smeaton. 

1617 C April 17 J4 — ^King James I. on his progress into Scotland, 
arrived at Auckland palace and remained there till the 19th. On 
the 18th, (Good Fnday V one of his Majesty's footmen named 
Master Heabume, arrivea in the city of Durham, and signified to 
George Walton, esq, mayor, that it was his majesty's pleasure to 
enter that place in state on the 19th, Easter eve. The king came 
in by Elvet, and the mayor, mounted on horseback, received him on 
Elvet bridge. Master Heabume took his station near the mayor and 
aldermen, until the king's arrival, when a loyal speech was deliver- 
ed by the mayor, who surrendered to his majesty the staff and 
mace, and also presented in the name of the city, a silver bowl, gUt, 
with a cover. Afler having delivered his speech, the mayor was 
directed by Master Heaburne to remount his horse and ride before 
his majesty, when having proceeded a few yards, a stop was made, 
whilst an apprentice recited some verses to his majesty. The 
mayor was then placed next the sword, and so bearing the city 
mace, rode before the king to the cathedral. On Easter Monday 
the king rode to see a horse-race on Woodham moor, and returned 
to Durham, and on the Tuesday, the 22d, being St. George's day, 
he continued his progress to Newcastle, where he was met upon 
the Sandhill, by the mayor (Lionel Maddison\ aldermen, and 
sheriff; and after an oration made by the town^clerk, was present- 
ed by the mayor in the name of the corporation, with a great 
standing bowl, to the value of an hundred jacobuses, and an hun- 
dred merks in gold ; the mayor carrying the sword before him, 
accompanied by his brethren on their foot-cloths. On the Sunday 
following, his majesty, with all his nobles, dined with the mayor, 
when it pleased the king to be served by the mayor and aldermen. 
The king left the town the next day. At this tune there existed 
a tower on Elvet bridge, in the city of Durham. 

This year, the lord president, and council of the north, kept their 
sitting m the guildhall of Newcastle, and Lord Sheffield being then 
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president and kniglit of the garter, celebrated the iL-ast of St> 

George in the church of St. Nicholas tlicre. 

, 1617 Jw/y !,— This year, Shincliff bridge, in the county of Dur-, 

\ bam, was nearly rebuilt. Tlie middle arch ifos finished on tlie ahovo ' 

I iay, and the whole worlt was completed before the end of sumnier* 

1GI8 (Aug. 18J.— Thomas Wright was executed at Dryburn, 

lear Durham, for horse-stealing. He was buried at St. Oswald's' 

V church, in the city of Durham. 

This year, the greater port of Haggcreton caetle was burnt dowih 
1619. — A grant was made of the site and demesoea of the castl* 
of Newcastle by King James I. to Alexander Steplienson, esg. who 
I was succeeded by one Patrick Black,* who died and led it in the 
I |)Os$ession of his widow, Tlie tbllowing account of the castle-yard 
Isr garth is from the Miibanke MSS. " The way through the yard ' 
' ' B at the caslle-gate, and when I was young ihcre were no 
_ -a in it, but the house of one Thomas Southern, and the house 

of one Green ; tlicsc houses were near tlie gate before you come 
into the castle yard ; and there were in the garth a house wherein ' 
the gaoler of tlie castle dwelt, and a house wherein WiUiam Robin- 
son dwelt, who was deputy herald under Norroy, king at arms. 
This man wrote in a book the arms of all the mayors of this totrtt 
from Laurentius Acton, until his time ; and when I was chamber- 
lain of the town, which was about the time of Sir Nicholas Cole's 
being mayor, in the year 1640, it was then in the town's chamber ( 
when Trollop built the town court, he borrowed it but would never 
return it." It is rather curious to compare the then state of the 
castle yard with its present crowded state i but it was still more 
crowded before tlie ciistle was cleared of such a number of build- 
ings, a tew years back. 

1622 {May 17^.— Lodowick Stewart, son of Esme Stewart, 
duke of Lennox, in Scotland, boron of Sitringham, in Vorkshirei 
was created the first carl of Newcastle upon Tyne. 

This year, the mercer's company in London tbundcd a lecturesliip 
in Hexham church, under the will of Richard Fishborne, estj. 

1623 (-Nov. 27 J Thomas Jackson, D. D., a native of Wltlon- 

le-Wear, in the county of Durluuu, was inducted to the vicarage of 
Newcastle. This very pious man and great scholar, died in 1640. 
His works were collected and published in 167S, in 3 vols, folio. 

This year, the plague raged at Newcastle and Gateshead. 

King James I. who died this year, established a grammar school at 
Bishop Auckltmd, on the petition of Anne Swytte, who endowed 
it to Uie amount of 10/. annually. 

1627 {March TJ^-The tide of tlie earl of Newcastle upon 
Tyne was revived by King Charles I., in the person of Williaip 
Cavendish, Viscount Mansfield, and Baron Ogle. He tied fur hia 
loyalty to this unfortunate monarch, and lived eighteen yearx in 
exile. 

1638. — Died Dr.George Carlton, a native of Norhom, of which 

W" From this 1 would infer it ilcrivct tLt; name of tlie Block <.i Bki'k'f gate. 



1.D.16SS.3 BEMARKABLK EVKKT8. 87 

Ml fiuher was governor. He was educated at Houghton-le*Sprmg 
mder the eminent Bernard Gilpin. He was afterwards removed 
to Oxford. He was one of the four divines sent by King James to 
tbe Synod of Dort. Dr. Carlton was bishop of Landaff, and after- 
wvdt of Chichester. His Life of Gilpin was originally written in 
Litin, but was soon translated, and ran through several editions. 
He was the author of several works. 

1628 (Jwi€ 19^. — This year, Emanuel Lord Scroppe, of Bolton, 
who was the first earl of Sunderland, was created by Kmg Charles L 

\il2B(June W)^ — Died, Robert Hegge, author of the Legend 
of St. Cuthbert, with the Antiquities of Uie Church of Durham. 
He was bom in the city of Durham in 1599. In 1614, he was ad- 
mitted scholar of Corpus Christi college, Oxford. He ^ed sudden- 
ly of apoplexy before he had attained his 30th year, and was buried 
in the cfaapel of the said college. Four editions of the Legend have 
appeared at different times. 

1630^ — A most extraordinary and yet a seemingly well-attested 
account occurs of the fruitftdness of a Scotswoman, wife to a 
weaver, who bore him as is therein asserted, sixty-two children, all 
of whom lived till they were baptized : three or four of these chil- 
dren are represented as livii in the above year at Newcastle. 

Under this year, the following curious entry occurs in the parish 
register of Chester-le-Street : — << Paide to a poore woman the 19th 
of August, who haveinge her husband murtneard in his bed and 
haveinge certifycaite from Scotland, and a pass to travell to Lon- 
don, haveinge a woohe in her toeame feedingcy \2dr 

1631. — TTie sheriff of Durham was ordered by the king in 
council, to apprehend offenders damaging the river Tyne, and to 
carry them before tbe mayor of Newcastle, conservator of the said 
river. 

The chapel of St. Hilda, at South Shields, is of great antiquity, 
perhaps contemporary with Jarrow to which it is a chapel of ease. 
Little can be gathered from the structure as it has been so often 
altered. From the rapid increase of the town, which had, in about 
a century and a half risen into great importance, it was found ne- 
cessary to enlarge the burial ground, and in the above year. Bishop 
Howson consecrated a plot of ground for that purpose. It has had 
another extensive addition to its cemetery very recently. 

1632d — ^The dean and chapter erected a very curious clock at 
the south end o^ the transept of the cathedral at Durham. 

This year, at Shrovetide, there was a riot of the apprentices of 
Newcastle, on account of a new lime-kiln and ballast heap having 
been made without the gate of the town called Sandgate. 
. 1633 (May), — King Charles I., on his progress to Scotland, was 
entertained at Raby Castle, by Sir Henry Vane ; from thence he 
came on Friday, the Slst of May, to Auckland Castle, where he 
was entertained by Bishop Morton. The next day he came to 
Durham where a way was made through at the head of £lvet, that 
he m^ht ride into the city where he was met by Sir William Bela- 
syse, high sheriff, and the gentlemen of the county. As soon as 
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hla n)ajesty alighted, he went first to the abbey church, a canopy 
of state was borne over him by eight prebendaries into the churcOf. 
I where he heard service, and a speech was made to him by Dea» 
hlunt. Then his majesty went to the castle, and on the next day< 
n[SiiDday) morning heard a sermon at the abbey, from tlie biEhop^ 
Kwbere none were admitted but his nobles, the clergy, and cboif* 
I After service he dined at the deanery, at the bishop's charge. Hieiu 
I he attended evening prayer, and after went to the castle, where ho- 
m }iept his court all the time he was at Durham, and did touch diven- 
I persons for the king's evil. His majesty was attended hy the daks 
I nf Lenox, the earls of Newcastle and Suffolk, CumbertaDd, Pent* 
w broke,* and Northumberland ; Lord Treasurer Weston, Lord Whar- 
I ton, Lord Grey of Chillingliam ; the carls of Salisbury, Cleveland, 
I Southampton, Northampton, and Holland, Doctor Laud, bishop of 
I I^ndon, Doctor White, bishop of Ely, the Scots marquis of H»- 
I inilton, and Lord Bothwelh Whilst the king and his retinue were 
I St Durham, they were entertained by the bishop at tlic expence of 
I \500l. a-day. June 3d, the king and his attendants arrived ak, 
m Kewcastle, where he was most honourably received and entertaiiw 
K ed by the magistrates and corporation of that town. On the dov 
I following they dined with the mayor (Ralph Cole), who receiv^ 
I the honor of knighthood on that occasion. June the 5th, the king 
■ lisited Tynemouth castle. A few days after, his majesty arrived 
I at Berwid:, where he was met by the officers of the corporation 
I luid addressed by Mr. Widdrington (of Gray's Inn), the recorder, 
1 in a speech of conslderiible length, wherein Berwick is called " % 
m town, the strongest fortress of both of your majesty's flouriahiiut 
R Idngdoros ; yet upon each discord and dissention, banded as a boD 
W between them ; if held in the hands of one, then tossed by tile 
r other kingdom, a ball that never found rest until the happy union,'* 

L l63Sf March i J, — This year, Jo. Servant made public pemtentid 

I confession at the market cross, in Durham, and paid £40. fine for ■ 

P clandestine marriage with Jane Pinkney, hia pretended wife, which 

I pretended marriage was made in a private house in Cross-gate, in 

I that city, by Mr. Flood, a Roman catholic priest. 

I 1634. — Bishop Morton, desirous of encouraging the trade of 

I Sunderland, granted a charter of incorporation to tlie burgessea and 

B inhabitants, by the title of mayor, twelve aldermen and commonalty 

r of the borough of Sunderland. Sir William Belasyse, knight, of 

r Morton House, was the first and only mayor. 

h October 24. — This year, Berwick bridge was finished. It is «a 
elegant structure consisting of hfleen arches, and occupied is 

L building the space of twenty-four years, four months, and four 

1 days. It was built by Mr. James Burrell and Mr. Lancelot Branxton. 

I 1035. — There was a great flood in Uie river Tees. 

I * During King Charles' abodi* at the castle, Dickev Pearson, ILe biiho|A 

fbol, and tbe last individual it is presiiniEKl who was entertaintMl in that capa- 
dt;, seeini; the carl of Pembroke riclity and &ntastu:aUv dresseil, accosted 
him very brotherly, " I am the bishop of Durham's iool, wfiose fool tre you F" 
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1696d — ^The plague, which raged so dreadfully this year at New- 
ortie^ is said to have come over from Holland and other parts 
bcjond the seas. It beffon at North Shields, in October, 1635, and, 
lAer an intermission of some months, broke out again at Newcastle 
wbh such fuiTy that there died in all, of this tremendous visitation, 
between the 6th of May and the Slst of December, 1686, no less 
diSB 5037, and at Gateshead, between the 30th of May and Octo- 
ber the 17tfa the same year, 515 persons. All trade was at a stand 
m Newcastle, and there is a tradition, that the streets of that town 
were covered with grass, ^ the highways were unoccupied." The 
pbgae raged so much in Darlington and the neighbourhood, that 
die fiur held at Magdalen tide, was cried down. 

1637 (A»g. 1). — ^At the assizes at Durham, Mr. John Trollop, 
Ae Tom^ier, was outlawed, for killing William Selby, Esq. of New- 
csstte, in a duel at Whitehall Dyke Nook. 

^ Avputt 27, this year, divine service was performed for the last 
time m the old church of St. Mary-le-Bow, in the city of Durham. 
Two days afterwards the old bow, or steeple, fell into the street, 
bringing down in its fall a great portion of the west end of the 
church. This church lay in ruins tiU 1683, when sufficient funds 
were rused for completing the present structure, which was opened 
for divine service in 1685. The parishioners built the west tower, 
mder which is the entrance from the Bailey, in 1702. This church 
is said to stand upon the ground where St. Cuthbert's remains 
were first lodged. 

1638 (Aug. 6 J, — At the assizes held before Judge Berkeley at 
Durham, the siii^ar spectacle was presented of trial by waging 
baide being offered and accepted for deciding the right to lands at 
Thickley, betwixt Ralph Claxton, demandaniy and Richard Lil- 
bume,* tenant The defendant appeared at ten o'clock in the fore- 
noon by his attorney, and brought in his champion, George Cheney, 
in full array, with his stave and sand-bag, who threw down his 
gauntlet on the floor of the court, with five small pieces of coin in 
It The tenant then introduced his champion, William Peverell, 
armed in the same manner, who also threw down his gage. The 
judge, after examining the champions, ordered them into the cus- 
tody of his two bailififo of the court, till eight o'clock next morning, 
when they were ordered to put in pledges to appear at the court 
of ideas on the 15th of September, when it was again deferred to 
December 22, and the lung desired the judges of the northern 
circuit to hold conference and consider how the cause miffht be 
tried some other way. The result of the conference was, that six 
of the judges overruled the objection by Justice Berkeley, that the 
champions were hired, the exception being too late siler battle 
waged and sureties given, and that in fact LUbume was entitled to 
his trial by battle if he persisted. Means were found, notwithstand- 
ing, to ddfer the trial by battle from year to year, by finding some 

• Fsther of the well known John Lilbume. 
VOL. I. N 
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fcwror in the record, till at length it was ordered that a bill should 

P be brought tn to abolish this mode of decision. 

» 1638. — This year, the following gentlemen were appointed cirfleo* 

[ tors of the recusants' money to maintain a war against the Scots, Far 

[ purham, Sir Ralph Conycrs, Mr, George Collingwood, and Mr4 

[ Edward Smith — for Northumberland, Sir William Fenwick, Sir 

Edward RadclifFe, and Mr. Haggerston. Durham furnished 538 

ttiusqueteers, and 500 pikemen : Northumberland SSS musqueteer* 

I and 125 pikemen ; Newcastle 250 pikemen, 250 musqueteersi mid 

I 350 dragoons, forihe king's service against the Scots. Those funiiBlw 

, ed by Northumberland and the town of Newcastle, were not W 

march into the field but upon special direction. A writ was sent W 

the mayor of Newcastle for the fortifying of that town at the 

; charge of the inhabitants, according to the practice of fbrmdf 

1639 (■April WJ. — King Charles I. on his march against the 

j Scots covenanters, left York, and arrived the same night at Rabjf 

esstle, in the county of Durham, the seat of Sir Henry Vane, trew 

I lurer of his majesty's household, where he was nobly entertwneiL 

I^om thence he went to Durham, where Bishop Morton, with 

I ^«at expressions of joy and welcome, entertained his majesty dm 

I sing his stay there. The king remained at Durham, while tlie nor 

f and foot intended to be levied there, were raised and upon thi 

. narch. He arrived at Newcastle about the 5th of May, and cod* 

tinned till the 2'2d of that month. He was magnificently enters 

tained by the mayor and magistrates; all the town aeemed but 

•8 one man against the Scots in case of an invasion. Alexandtf 

Davidson, Esq. mayor, and Thomas Riddell, Esq. town cleric, weiA 

blighted by the king. The recorder at tliat time was a knight^ 

being Sir 'fhomas Riddell, the elder, and then living, which dim 

Esed the king to honour his son with knighthood. May S8, tha 
ig drawing near tu Berwick with his army, tlie lord general caused 
It to be drawn up, which his majesty took a view of, and {daciin| 
' faimself at the head marched to the river Tweed. At a place calK 
' ed the Birks, two miles west of Berwick, the king pitched his tenk 
within a large pavilion, and encamped there. The nobility and tU 
king's household servants, bed clmmber-men, and privy chambem 
tnen, &c. pitched their tents near the king. May SO, the king 
went into Berwick, to see in what slate that garrison was, and what 
provisions were laid in there for the troops, and the same day tM 
earl of Newcastle marched with his troop, consisting of 100 noiw 
into Berwick, from whence be sent out parties to scout upon thtf 
borders. TlnB troop consisted of gentlemen of good estates and 
fortunes, who were all gallantly mounted ; for the maintenance «f 
which troop the king was put to no expence. June 18, peace irm 
concluded between his majesty and the Scots deputies, in his pm* 
vilion at the Birks. June 22, his majesty came from his camp to 
Berwick, and on the 24th his army was dismissed and dissolved. 
I The king remained at Berwick until July 28, wheti he took pott 



tfaii 



A. IK 1<M0«]] RXMARKABLB EVENTS. 91 

lfaefe» and passing through Newcastle, arrived at Whitehall on the 

frit of AUFUSt. 

16S9^ — ^The fbUowii^ is extracted from the burial register of 8t« 
IQchokflT chiHch, in Newcastle: — << 16S9, Aug. 13, burred John 
AodenoD, James Browne, Greorge Cranson, Thos, DabdeUi Oswald 
Bro«nie» Annas Hall, prison" executed." 

Thm yetfy the town cleric's office and part of the exdiange at 
Mewcaadey were burnt, and several of the deeds and writings of 
the coqMNration destroyed. 

The rollowing is extracted from the parochial register of St. 
Aadrew't chui^ch, in Newcastle : — ** May, 1640, two sogers, for 
dei^mg the king's pay, was by a council of war, appoynted to be 
riMt tttt, and a pare of gallos set up before Thos. Malabers dore, in 
llie Byg Market. They cust lotes which should dy, and the lotes 
4ad 611 of one Mr. Anthone Viccars : and he was set against a wall 
■ad shoCt att by 6 lyght horseman, and was buried in our church* 
yvde tlie sam day. May 16, day." 

1640 (Afig. 20^. — Never on earth, perhaps, did so relieious an 
mmj twe tiie field as diat of the Scots covenanters, who mvaded 
Bi^aod under General David Leslie, this year. At every captain's 
lent door the colours were fl3ring, with the Scots arms upon them^ 
sad this motto in golden letters, '' For Christ's Crown and Co- 
vsvAHT." Daily sermons from their ministers, prayers morning 
and evening, under the canopy of heaven, to which they were call- 
ed by beat of drum, besides reading the scriptures, praying and 
Sm singing, were to be heard in every tent. On the above day 
tie crossed the Tweed and marched without opposition to 
Newbum, a village about four miles above Newcastle, where Lord 
Conwmy, who commanded the royal forces in the absence of the 
esris of Northumberland and Strafford ; had taken a position and 
tinrown up entrenchments to defend the ford over the Tyne. On 
the 27th, the Scots pitched their tents on Heddon Law, above 
Newbum, from whence there was a continued descent to the river, 
and in the night made great fires in and round their camp, on an 
apen moorish ground. The same night the king's army, consist- 
ing of 3,000 foot and 1,500 horse, were drawn out on Stella Haueh, 
a phun meadow ground, nearly a mile in length, on the south side 
of the Tyne, and their position was streng^ened by two breast 
works, thrown up opposite the fordable plains of the river, and de- 
fended by cannon and musquetry. On the 28th, the Scots who 
had the advantage of the rising ground, brought down some pieces 
of cannon, and placed them in the church steeple of Newbum, and 
lined all die lanes and hedges about the village with their mus* 
foetry. In this posture both parties remained observing each other 
all die afternoon, without finng a shot, till an accidental circum« 
stance occasioned the beginning of the engagement. A Scots 
officer well mounted, having a black feather in his hat, came out of 
one g£ the thatched houses in Newbum, and watered his horse in 
the Tyne ; an English soldier perceiving that he fixed his eye on 
the trenches on the south side of tlie river, fired his piece and 
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brought the officer from liis horse, upon which the Scots imme- 
diately fired a volley of musqiietry at the English, and soon aAer 
began to play with their ordnance upon the sconces and breast- 
works, which the English returned by cannonading the Scob 
I posted in the church and village. The advantage of position ai 
well as of number and discipline, was decidedly witli the Scots, aii4, 
by the time that the ebb tide had rendered the river fordable^, 
' their cannon had driven the English front their main work, aaifl 
Leslie perceiving the men running from their guns ordered a fotwj 
lorn hope of 26 horse under a JMajor Ballantyne, to pass the river,' 
.with orders merely to reconnoitre, fire their pieces and retreat 
The Scots continued meanwhile a heavy cannonade on the higher 
< aconce or breastwork, and the forlorn hope, finding that alio 
deserted by tlie English, established themselves on the soudi 
I bank. The college of justice troop (that is, the troop composed 
I of gentlemen connected with the law courts of Edinburgh), then 
;nt across the river under Uieir commander Sir Thomas Hopfl> 
d were immediately Ibllowed by more horse, and by two foot 
zimentB under the command of the earls of Crawford and LoudoOi 
[ TOO waded breast deep tlirough the river. The English horre, who 
L were drawn up on the flat grounds near tlie Tyne, stood for soma 
f time exposed to the fire of nine pieces of ordnance, with whidi 
I Leslie covered the passage of his men, but were at last broken and 
I disordered ; and as more Scots successively passed the river, tha 
[ rout became irretrievable, and the main body of the infantry re- 
I treated in disorder towards Newcastle, by Ry ton and Stella Hau^h, 
'f whilst Sir John Digby, Commissary Wflrool, and O'Niell, an Irish 
. lAcer, who endeavoured to cover the retreat witli the horse, were 
f aurrounded and made prisoners by Leslie, who treated them and. 
the whole of the prisoners with the greatest honour, and soon aftec • 
permitted tliem to rejoin the king's forces. The panic inspired by 
L the victory of the Scots was excessive and seems to have infected 
h tite English commanders as well as the soldiers. In a council of 
I war held at Newcastle at twelve o'clock the night after the defeal, 
I it was determined that the place was untenable, and next morning 
I Lord Conway marched to Durham, and from thence to Northaller- 
r ton, leaving Newcastle, and all the royal stores and magazine! 
\ collected there, open to the enemy. The occupation of Newcastle 
I which the Scots entered the day afler their victory at Newbum, ' 
I gave them, in fact, military possession both of Durham and North- 
umberland; and the people panic-struck, and deserted by the 
Tegular troops, seemed to have offered no further opposition ; bat 
to have merely considered how to make the best terms with the 
conquerors. '< At this time (says Rushworth), Newcastle and the 
coal mines, that hod wont to employ 10,000 people all tlie year 
long, some working under-ground, some above, and others upon the 
water in keels or lighters, now not a man to be seen, not a cool 
wrought, all absconding, being jmssessed with a fear that the Scots 
would give no quarter ; 400 ships using to be there at a time in 
thi river, not a ship durst come in ; an hundred and odd coming 
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to die mouth of the haTen the day after the fight, and hearing the 
8oota had possessed Newcastle, returned all empty, and tradranen 
k the town for some days kept their shops shut ; many fiunilies 
gone» leaving their goods to the mercy of the Scots, who possessed 
thewwelTes of such com, cheese, beer, &c«, as they found, giving 
te owners thereof, or some in their stead, some money in hand 
and security in writing for the rest, to be paid at four or six months' 
Old, m money or com ; and if they refuse, said the Scots, such is 
tlie necessity of their army that they must take it without security 
lather than starve. As for the city of Durham it became a most 
depopulated place; not one shop for four days after the fight, 
open ; not one house in ten that had either man, woman, or child, 
ia it ; not one bit of bread to be got for money, for the king's army 
had eat and drank all in their march into Yorkshire ; the countiy 
people durst not come to market, which made that city in a sad 
ooDffltion for want of food." After the defeat of the royal troops 
9t Newbum, the bishop of Durham fled to his castle at Stockton, 
nd firom thence retired to York and London. The castle remain- 
ed for some time in the possession of the royalists. August 80, 
the Soots entered Durham. The earl of Strafford issued an order 
fiom Darlington to cause all such quantities of butter, bread, 
dieese, and milk, as could be possibly furnished, to be brought 
into Islington by four o'clock the next day for victualling his ma- 
jesty's army ; to break or bury all the upper mDl-stones, and to 
remove t^e goods, and drive the cattle before the approach of the 
Scots. In September the inhabitants of the coimties of Durham 
and Northumberland, petitioned the king to relieve them from the 
heavy and distressing levies of the Scots, who compelled the for- 
mer to pay them £350, and the latter £300 per day, besides fur- 
nishing them with great quantities of hay and straw. Sir Thomas 
Riddell, knt., of Gateshead, also petitioned his majesty on account 
of the great destruction of his property by the Scots, <' whereby 
your petitioner and his posterity are like to be ruinated and un« 
done.*^ 

1641 (August). — The Scottish army having received £60,000 
for disbanding, quitted Newcastle. Tney were to pass over the 
Tweed before the 25th of the same month. King Charles I. passed 
through Newcastle on the 10th of August on his way post to Scot- 
land. Mention occurs of his majesty's return by tlie same route on 
the 19th of November following. 

1642 (June 29 J. — The king appointed William, earl of New- 
castle, to be governor of that town. The earl sent out his warrants 
from Newcastle into the county of Durham, commanding 600 foot 
and 100 horse from the train-band of Durham, to come into that 
town. He also deputed 300 men to South Shields to make fortifi- 
cations and trenches, taking along with them six pieces of ordnance. 
Tynemouth castle was also put into a posture of defence. 

Aug. 19« — The same year, the mayor and common council of 
Newcastle, sent the king a most loyal address, accompanied with 
the loan of £700. 
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1642 (Aug. 22;.~Sir Robert Heath, krt. he!d die last asaiu 
kt Durham, under the royal commission ; aAer that, all legal pro- 
cess within the county was discontinued, and no sheriff was ap- 
pointed till 164€. The first gaol delivery after this interval was 
before Mark Shaftoe, Esq. April 13, 1647, when six criminals were 
executed. John Wastell, of Scorton, Esq. delivered the gaol by 
commission in July, 1648, when nine criminals were executed. 

1642 (Sep. 21^. — It was resolved upon the question by the 
house of commons, that Sir Nicholas Cole, mayor of Newcastle, 
Sir Thomas Riddell the younger. Sir Alexander Davison, Sir John 
Marley, and Mr. Thomas Lyddell, of that town, should be forth- 
with sent for as delinqiKnts, by the seijeants at armti, 

Oct. 13. — A small vessel arrived at Newcastle, with arms for 
1,000 men, and ten thousand pounds in specie. 

Oct. 16. — The plague raged in Gateshead ; a cess was collected 
for the use of the infected poor. 

Oct. 20.— Sir John IMarlcy was chosen mayor of Newcastle by « 
fuandaraus from the king. 

Novernber. — The earl of Newcastle fonned the counties of Nop- 
Ihumberland, Durham, Cumberland, Westmorland, and the tow^ 
of Newcastle, into on association for the king's service. 

1643 (Oct. 21). — William Cavendish, earl of Newcastle, 
adTanced to the dignity of Marquis of tliat place. 

1644 (Jan. \b), — The Scots army destined for the asststanca , 
.of parliament crossed the Tweed in the depth of a severe winter* 

Their whole force amounted to IS,O0O foot, and S.OOO horse, cotDri 
vuuided by David Leslie, before whom Sir Thomas Glenham. 
treated with very interior forces to Newcastle. On receiving th^ 
the first propositions from the Scots commisNonera, dated froa, 
Berwick, Jan. 20, the officers of the royal army and the sentry 4C> 
Northumberland met at Alnwick on the 22d. The Yorkshire geo^ 
tlemen voted for driving the country before the invaders, whilst tha^' 
'Northumbrians were very naturally averse to seeing their estatef , 
laid waste, and proposed to return a conciliatory answer. AS 
i^eed that it was impossible lo meet the Scots in the field, yet iC , 
was resolved with sixteen troops of horse, two regiments of fuo^. 
and several pieces of ordnance, that they would endeavour lo de- 
tend the bridge, but tins resolution, as well as a subsequent delete, 
mination to cut down I'elton bridge, and contest the passage of the, 
Coquet, proved equally abortive, and the Scots experienced no s»>^ 
rious opposition till they arrived under the walls of Newcastle!. 
General I^eslie came before the town on the 3d of February, aa4u 
eummoned the place the same day. The principal inhabitants re* . 
turned a resolute answer, and in the evening set fire to Sandgateb. 
a street on the east side of the town and without the walls, to pre- 
vent the enemy from making their advances under cover. The . 
suburbs continued burning all Sundoy and Monday. Early on . 
Monday morning, Sir Marmaduke I.angdale and Colonel t'enwiclCf . 
sallied out of Newcastle, and surprised and routed two rcgimenta 
of Scots horse, quartered at Corbridge ; Colonel Bninilling, who 
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kd beco ordered to croM the IVne lower down, and to ittack the 
ftiols m the rear. Mi in with the fitmt of the retreetinff enemy, 
gid apnrringlbrward before his troop within pistol shot ^ue Scots, 
ifcoto lieutenant, named Elliott, rode out of the ranks to meet 
liaL After ezdianging {Nstol diots, whilst both were wheeliiy 
NiaMl to draw their sw<ms. Brandling's horse stumbled and fell so 
Mar faia antagonist, diat the Scotsman pulled him off his saddle by 
asin fixoe, and made him prisoner, which so discouraged his men, 
tktt fbef immediatelj fled, and were pursued bj the Scots with 
MM loaa. On the 6th, Leslie brought his heavy ordnance by sea 
to B^rtiiaDODk, from whence they were dragged up to the camp. 
The Soots remained before Newcastle till the 22a of February, 
withoat gaining any material advantage, and determining to waste 
BO iaatt time before the place, they left only six regiments of foot 
and some tniops of horse, on the north side of the town to observe 
the sanison, and marched on that day with the gross of the army 
t» Heddon-on-the-Wall, where tliey lay all night in Uie open fielo. 
The next day, they quartered akmg the T^ne from Ovin^iam to 
Cortitidge, where three English regiments of horse faced them aH 
lay, but drew off in the night, leaving behind them only a Scots 
Mafor Agnew, Colonel Fenwick's prisoner, to preserve renwidL*8 
boose, aear Heddon, from plunder. The next day, February 28^ 
the whole Scots army crossed the Type, without opposition, at the 
three aeveral fords of Ovingham, Bywell, and Eltrii^ham, and 
aeartarcd at nicht in the vulages on the south side of the river. 
The next day, &e Scots passed the Derwent at Ebchester, thdr 
feet crossing the river, which is both deep and rapid, in single files 
aver a bridgs of trees, and the wIk^ army passing the night in 
the field. The next day, Friday, they lay within a mQe of Chester. 
On S^erday, they crossed the Wear, at the new bridge, near Lum* 
lejy rested on Sunday at Herrington, and on Monday the Mi of 
mrdi, entered Sun<leriand. On the 6th, the marquis of Newcas- 
tle, with the Yorkshire horse, under Sir Charles Lucas, drew out 
his forces within three miles to the north of Sunderland, and oblige 
ed the Scots to draw out their troops and lie in the field. The 
next day, the marquis drew up again upon B<^doa hills, and the 
Soots «gain faced him till night ; bat the nature of the ground 
which was intersected with hedges and deep trenches, prevented 
either patty from hazarding an attack. On itie 8th, the light par- 
ties skmnished with each other, but the marquis being unable to 
draw the ^cots from their position, marched towards Durham, with 
the view of streightening the enemy's quarters, and preventing 
their foraging in the country. The Scots in Sunderland, were at 
this time extremely distressed for provisions ; of five barks laden 
with supplies from Scotland, three were cast away, and the o&ers 
Were drfven into the Tyne, where they were seized by the mar^ 
quia. On the ISth the Scots, whh a view of obtaining iresh quar- 
ters and fon^, left a garrison of two regiments in Sunderland, and 
moved with Uie rest of their forces towards Duriuun, but Ending the 
oowftty nearly stripped of cattle and provisions by the marquis of 
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Kewcastle, and un trilling to leavt: Sunderland bo elendcrly garrL 
ed at a distance, they returned along die north eide of the ri< 
and quartered betwixt tlie Wear and die Tyne, near South Shielt 
On the 15th, the Scots gave a hot assault to the fort at Sot 
Sliields, but were gallantly beat off by Ca|itaiii Chapman. On 
19th, the army observed a Bulemn fast, and on the next day, tl 
fort at Soutli Shields was carried bv storm with the loss of nil 
men. The same day, Ballantyne, a Scots officer, surprised a _ 
of the marquis's horse in Chester-le-Street, and brouglil off 40 _ 
■oners with tlieir horses and arms. On tlie 33d, the marqi 
marched from Durliam to Chester, and on Sunday, March the 241 
the royal troopn drew up on the high grounds above Hilton, 
the Scots faced them all day on the heights nearer the sea, 
towards night a distant cannonade was exchanged betwixt the two 
armies, and some parties of musketry endeavoured to drive each 
other from the hedges. The countersign given by the marquis 
" Now or never ;' by tlie Scots, " 7m Lord of liasts it mA 
The troops continued to face each other during the following 
when the marquis s<^eing no possibility of bringmg the Scots to 

goge, retired again towards Durham ; a party of Scots pursued i 

disordered a part of his rear, but were repulsed by Lucas's brigade: 
On the retreat of the marquis, tlie Scots extended their quarters to 
Easington, where they lay till the 8th of April, and then marched 
to Quarrington Hill. The disasters of the royal party in Yorkshire, 
occasioned the recal of the marquis from the north. On the 13th 
of April, having drawn such troops as could be spared out of New- 
castle and Lumley Castle, (which appears to have been garrisoned 
for the king), he marched from Durham to Auckland, and from 
thence, the next day, to Bartiardcastle and Piersebridge. At the 
same time, Leslie broke up his camp at Quarrington, and moved 
to Ferryhill, and next day to Darlington, where his horse came up 
with the rear of the rnarquis's army, and made some prlsoners- 
The marijuis entered York on the l^th of April, and on the 20th 
Leslie joined the parliament forces, under Fairfax, at Tadcaster. 
The fetal battle of Marston moor, on the 2d of July, completed the 
ruin of the king's affairs in the north, and was soon followed by the 
surrender of York ; and Newcastle, the last bulwark of the royal 
cause in the nortli, was very closely besieged on the 13th of Aug. 
The Scots, after the town had made a spirited resistance of about 
ten weeks, began, October 19, to make a most violent firing from 
tlieir several batteries, upon the town wall, and several regiments 
were drawn up, standing to their arms, whib the breaches were in 
readinessand the mines sprung. About tliree o'clock in the after- 
noon, the town garrison by their counter-mines had very nearly 
approached some chambers where the gun-powder was lodged for 
blowing up the walls, which being signiiied to General Leven, he 
ordered that fire should be given to tliose two mines endangered, 
and afterwards to maintain tlie breaches carefully, whilst a gallant 
assault should be made from all quarters. A little after, the day 
&lling, and the breaches being made, though not so large nnd 
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as was needful, the rest of the mines were fired, and the 
ngynoits advanced all at once towards the breaches and those 
flaoes of the wall which were opened by the mines. In this at- 
teB|it, however, they were excellently entertained by the besieged, 
«1h> left nothing unessayed to repel Uie fury of the assault. Tney 
played incessantly fh>m the castle upon the breaches and flanking 
towen of the walls with scattered shot, and the Scots suffered a con- 
■denble loss of soldiers and officers of quality ; yet still they pressed 
OB ; and, after two hours* desperate dispute upon the breaches, 
forced their first entry at the mme, sprung on the west side of the 
town, near the White Friar Tower.* Then the horse in the town 
nve them three brave charges, which they stoutly sustained, and 
lepC their ground tUl the reserve of that post came to assist them. 
Toe Scots now hastened to attack the gates of Newgate and Pil- 
grim Street gate, the former commanded by Ciqptain Cuthbert Carr, 
lad the latter by Captain George Errington, Lieutenant William 
Robson, and Ensign Thomas Swan. These with the men under 
teir comnumd had, during the siege, bravely defended these 
gttes and killed many of the enemy, and although attacked from 
without and within, would not surrender until they were encom- 
[tscd and overcome by numbers.-)* The Scots then marched for 
the relief of the rest of the breaches ; and the soldiers of the gar^ 
rison, seeing further resistance vain, forsook the walls ; and the 
whole body almost of the army entering, they soon became masters 
of the town. Upon their first entry tne mayor, Sir John Marley, 
Lodowick Lindsey, Earl Crawford, the Lord Maxwell, Dr. Wishart, 
and others, that had been most resolute for holding out the town, 
betook themselves to the castle. October 20 (Sundapr^, General 
Leven entered the town, when he went to church witn his chief 
officers to return thanks to God for their success. The next day. 
Sir John Marley, the mayor, wrote a spirited letter to general 
Leven, from the castle, to which he had retreated, and which he 
owned could not hold out long. Li this he hinted at the particular 

* This portion of the town wall bounds, on the west, the garden ground of 
Isaac CooKson, sen. Esq., who shewed me, in 1824, where the breach had 
been repaired ; this is quite evident firom the new portion being considerably 
within the &ce of the old wall in the inside. 

f As these walls were of such importance to Newcastle during this siege, 
it may here be necessary to give their origin from Leland and a MS. in the 
Cotton library. — •* In the reign of Edward L a very rich citizen of New- 
casde was carried off from that town into Scotland, and being at last ran- 
somed, he began to enclose Newcastle with a vcrv firm wall, and the rest of 
the inhabitants following his example, he finished the undertaking in the 
reign of Edward III. As soon as they were completed the to?m was divided 
into 24 wsjds, according to the number of sates and round towers upon them. 
These walls had seven tremendous gates and seventeen round towers, between 
erery one of which were for the most part, two watch towers made square, 
with the effiges of men cut in stone upon the tops of them as thouflh they 
were watching." There is a tradition that these walls were built with stones 
wrought out of quarries in the ravine called Cat Dene, near Bill Quay, on 
the south side of the river Tyne, below Newcastle. 
VOL. I. o 
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niOtit'eB of his loyalty, and b^gcd lor liberty to withdraw to 
neighbouring garrison of the king ; but tht incensed general woi 
allow no terms, and insisted upon a general surrender. Octrf 
22, Sir John Marley," with hia brave asBociates, came forth of 
csstle, and surrendered thcmsclveB prisoners to the Scottish ar 
The gallant mayor and governor was almost torn in pieces by 
mob on this occasion, and appears to Imve been persecuted fii 
wards with a spirit of revenge unbecoming generous conquei 
Thus was the town taken from the king, aiWr an obstinate _ 
gallunt defence, and may well aseuiue the motto bestowed upon i^ 
'■ FoRTiTEit Dependit Triumphans," The Scots, after the cap- 
ture, are said to have rifled tlie town's hutch, and destroyed most of 
the evidences and deeds belonging to the corporation. During the 
siege General Lcven, with the force sunder him, appears to have 
been quartered at EUwick, a village about a mile west of Newcastle; 
while the earl of Calendar, with tlie division of the army under 
him, was stationed at Gateshead, on the bridge, and at the glasf- 
liouscs, below which he had tlirown a bridge of boats across the 
river. The round tower in the Castle Garth, called the Half-moon 
battery (on the site of which is built the New County Courts), 
was by Sir John Morley, made use of to secure tlie river and the 
Quaj'side, against the Scots; and the otiier castle, which was very 
ruinous, he put into good repair ; on both of which he placed 
beavy ordnance, to beat off those guns which the Scots had laid 
upon tlie banks of Gateshead, against the town ; and this lie ma- 
naged bravely for a long time- 
It appears that the Scots, during the siege of Newcastle, hod" 
centries on the small island in the river Tync, called " TAe Kituf's 
3feadows" as I find by the following entry in the burial register of 
Whickham church : — " A man that was shot bii the Scotish cen« 
tres in the meadowes as he was comcing up tlte water in a boftte, 
Sd September, 1644." 

The following also occurs in the same book of mortality 

" Captoine John Cunninghame, a Scot, 22d October, 16M." 

There is a tradition, that during the siege uf tlie town, the ^ 

of the Scottish army threatened Sir John Marley, tliat if the town 

was not delivered up, they would direct their cannon so as to 

demolish the beautiful steeple of St. Nicholas, The majror 

instantly ordered the chief of tlie Scottish prisoners to be taken to 

the top of the tower, below the lantern, and returned him ai^ 

answer, that if that structure fell it should not fall alone, as their 

countrytaen were placed in it with a view eitlier to preserve it from 

ruin, or be destroyed with it ; this had the desired effect, 

Sl Andrew's church, received so much damage di 

siege, that no service was performed therein for a year aflerwardi, 

■as IS proved by the parish register : — " 1645. — There was no child 

■ There isagond portmit of IhUrojaliBt, and of hii son. in the voaaeinam 
of Mrs, Pearetb, uf Krwesstle, The Mariey and PoureUi fimiliea had inter, 
married. 
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hipt'd in this parish for 1 yeares time after the town was taken, 
■or aannon in mis church for 1 yeares time." 

1644 (OeL 27^^— Tynemouth castle was besieged by General 
Leven and the Scots armv, to whom it surrendereo, when thirty- 
d^t pieces of <Nrdnance9 besides great store of arms, ammunition, 
and profvisions, fc^ into their hands. During the siege, it is said, 
diat tbe garrison had suffered so much by the plague, that the 
cluef eoounanders had fled out of it. 

1645 (April 14;^The Hon. Sir William Armyn, knt. and 
barLy Richard Barwies, and Robert Fenwick, Esqrs., commissioners 
fiom the parliament and resident at Newcastle, were complimented 
cadi with the personal freedom of that corporation, 

Stf i un be r 27< — This year the common council of Newcastle, 
Bade an order to disfranchise the earl of Newcastle, who was 
charged with possessing himself thereof by force of arms, and alter- 
iag its ancient and lawful government, and imprisoning divers of 
his majesty's good subjects, and plundering and taking away their 
estates. He had been before this time declared a traitor by the 
lords and commons. The cause assigned for his disfranchisement 
is a curious one : — << As a meanes to expiate and appease the 
great wrath of God, which yet hanges over this poor and miserable 
towne.** 

The plague made great havock in Darlington and its neigh- 
boarhood. It had also visited the town of £gglescliffe, and it 
raged in Gateshead, the poor infected people were removed to huts 
erected on the common at Bensham. It appears to have been in 
Newcastle in the beginning of October this year. 

It is said when the plague was at Newcastle, the inhabitants 
sent for the Lee-pennyy and gave a bond for a large sum in trust 
for the loan ; and they tli ought it did so much good that they 
offered to pay tbe money, and keep the Lec-penny ; but the pro- 
prietor would not part with it. A copy of this bond is very 
well attested to have been among the papers of tlie family of Lee. 
This curious piece of antiquity, called the Lee-penny, is a stone of 
a dark red colour and triangular shape, and its size about half an 
inch each side. It is set in a piece of silver coin, which, though 
much defaced, by some letters still remaining, is supposed to be a 
shilling of Edward I., the cross being very plain as it is on his shil- 
lings. It has been by tradition in the Lee family since about the 
year 1320 ; that is a little after the death of King Robert Bruce, 
lliis stone is said to have many virtues ; that it cures all diseases 
in men and cattle, and the bite of a mad dog both in man and 
beast. It is used by dipping the stone in water, which is given to 
the diseased cattle to drink and the person who has been bit, and 
the wound or part affected are washed with the water. Many 
cures are said to have been performed by it ; and the people came 
from all parte of Scotland, and even as tar up in England as York- 
shire, to get the water in which the stone had been dipped. 

1646 (May 13/— llie unfortunate King Charles L, having fled 
from Oxford, which was tlien besieged by the parliament forces, 
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threw himself into the protection of the Scottish army, at Newa 
upon Trent. Ihey conducted the royal fugitive from tlience 
Newcastle upon Tyne, into which town he made a public entry 
the above day. A lane of musketa and pikes being by order of i 
James Lumsdole, governor of Newcastle, made from Gateshi 
sll along the streets to the general's quarters, where his maji 
took up his lodging. Upon his majesty's entry into Newcastle, i 
waa saluted with bonfires and ringing of bells, drums and trumpet 
and peals of ordnance, but guarded by 300 of the Scottish hon 
men, those nearest to him bareheaded. The king was no whe 
treated with more honour than at Newcastle, as himself confesae 
both he and his train having liberty to go abroad and play at _ _^ 
in the Shield Field, without the walls. His majesty is said to han 
lodged at the house, now the property and residence of Maja 
George Anderson, a room in which retained the name of t 
king's bed chamber. In this stood a bed of a very antiquate 
fashion, said lo have been tlie identical one upon which the unf 
tunate iDonarch had passed several anxious nights ; this was p 
■erved, until an incurious domestic removed and sold it as lumbeTf 
whilst the present proprietor, who is passionately fond of the aih 
tiquc, was abroad on his travels. Every exertion was used M 

, recover this ancient and stately bed, but without effect. WhU^ 
the king was here, his coachman died, as appears by the folloi 
entry in St. Andrew's register: — "December 6, 1646. — Hu| 
Brown, buried the 6 day, in the church, the king's kouchman," i. 
coachman. There is a popular tradition that the king attempted 
his escape from this bouse by the passage of Lort Bum, which run^ 
through the centre of the town, and tliat he had got down as Itv) 
as the middle of the Side, where he was caught in his attempt ti 
force the iron grate at its outlet. A ship was said to have been a 
readiness to receive his majesty. In consequence of the abora 
attempt at escape, a giuu-d of soldiers was placed at the door of hi*, 
majesty's chambers, both within and witlioui, that deprived 1 
not only of his former liberty, but destroyed also his future quiet 
and repose. That the king meditated an escape, receives confip^'. 
mation from the following, quoted by Chambers, in his History of 
the Rebellions in Scotland, fi-om a Memoir of the Sulherland familyn 
" About the middle of December, Robert Leslie, brother to Lieu* 
tenant-general Leslie, came from the king out of Newcastle, wit^ 
letters and a private commission to the marquiss of Huntley, shew- 
ing that his majcstie had a mind to free himself from tne 
aimie at Newcastle ; and, if he might escape, he would come iA< 
him in some part of tl)e north of Scotland ; and, therefore, deslrvl 
him lo have in readiness what forces he could make." In 1647, ( _ 
agreement having been made between the parliament of Englooil 1 
and tile Scottish army, tliat the former should have possession ef I 
the king's person, and that the latter, on the receipt of i:200,00(k,| 
should quit the kingdom of England : cumniissioners were depulei|-,l 

I from London to receive tlie king, and convey him from Newcastle^ ■ 
On the 28 th of January the Scottish army having received ibql 
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of the king in tiz and thirty covered waggons, delivered his 
n to the English commissioners, and immediately returned to 
their own country, where they were disbanded. The commission- 
en with hu majesty set out from Newcastle on the Sd of February. 
A little alter the king's coming to Newcastle, a Scots minister 
praached boldly before him ; and, after reproving him to his face 
with his misgovemment, called for the 52d Psalm, which begins, 

*' Why doBt thou, tyrant, boast thyself 
Thj wicked works to praise/* 

Whereupon his majesty stood up and called for the 56th Psahn, 
which begins, 

•• Have mercy, I^ord, on me I pray, 
For men would me devour.*' 

The good natured audience, in pity to fallen majesty, shewed 
greater deference to the king than to the minister, and sung the 
podm which the latter had called for. 

1646« — The revenues of the see of Durham, were taken from 
Bishop Morton, who had been accused of high treason by the 
house of commons, the see was dissolved, and the bishop's lands 
fold for the use of the commonwealth. On the restoration of 
King Charles II., the see was restored, when John Cosin, S.T. P. 
was elected to the bishopric November 2, 1660. 

1647 (July 26 J. — An agreement occurs between the corpora- 
tion of Newcastle and Mr. William Grey, concerning the water to 
be conveyed from his conduit in Pandon Bank to Sandgate. This 
Mr. William (irey, is supposed to be the author of the " Choro- 
graphia," which was printed at Newcastle by S(tephen) B(ulkeley) 
in 1649, and is the most early printed account of that most ancient 
town. It was reprinted at Newcastle in 1813, and 1818, the ori- 
ginal copies having become extremely rare. 

The parish register of Whickhara, contains frequently recurring 
traces of the plague having visited that place between the years 
1610 and 1647. During these visitations, the people lived in 
lodges or huts upon Whickham fell. CromwelFs army, or some 
considerable part of it, lay at Whickham, on their march towards 
Scotland, in 1648. 

1648 (March 15;.— The company of barbers-chirurgeons peti- 
tioned the common council of Newcastle, for a grant of paj^ />t the 
Manors, whereon to build themselves a meeting-house. The sta- 
tues in front of this building were placed there in 1710 ; John bhaw 
and Robert Golightly, stewards. This hall was rebmlt in the year 

ApHl 25.— There was an order of the commons for the sum of 
£5,000. to be forthwith raised and advanced, to be employed in 
repairing and fortifying the town of Newcastle and Tynemouth 
awtle, the former having suffered so much during the siege by the 

May 5.-The town of Berwick was surprised for King Charles I., 
by Sir Marmadukc Langdale. 
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1618 (May \a). — Tbe common council of Newcastle, made m 
order to put tlie town inLo a poslure of defence ; they had befofi 
undertaken the work of Shield field fort, an outwork, as a testt 
mony of their love and due respect to the parliament. 

The following is extracted from tlieburial register of St. Nicholu 
church, in Newcastle : — " 164ti, July 30. — George Bruwell, a sold* 
dier, executed for flying from his collors to the einime. Buried 
the thirty of this instant." 

August 1. — By an extraordinary storm of wind and rain, tn 
tlie best collieries on the river Wear were drowned. 

lite West-gate at Newcastle was used for a prison, as appean 
by tlie following extract ; — " On Monday night last, in the tiiw' 
of tlie storm, all that were in West-gate, m the town of Newcastle 
to the number of seventeen oi the prisoners, lately taken in North* 
umberland, escaped away. Having had friends come to visit then 
■everal times, divers ropes were brought in to them, which *ras no| 
known till tliey were gone. In the dark of the night, when th^ 
■torm was violent, blew hard, and much rain, by the ropes let theiii« 
Klves down by a privy." This happened about the beginning e^ 
August, 1648. ' It appears that six of the chief of the prisonera^ 
ttiat were in Tyneinouth castle, escaped at the same time, letting^ 
theroEetves down through a privy, btiilt on the north side of tfas 
castle, with sheets sewed together. Sir Arthur Haslerigg, wstr 
governor of Tynemouth castle. He was at the same time governor 
of Newcastle. Colonel Lilburn, his deputy, in the government of 
Tynemouth castle, having revolted and declared for the king, h^ 
stormed the said castle and put all that were therein to the swonL 
Lilbum's head was cut oif on this occasion and set upon a polOf, 
This event of regaining Tynemouth castle by the parliament iiap< 
pened August II, 1648. 

Tlib year, llaby castle was besieged by the Royalists, as appear^ . 
by the following entry in Sliiindrop parish register. " August 27, 
1646. — William Joplin, a souldier sloine at the seidge of llaby* 
castle, was buried in the church. Memorandum — Many souldiert'| 
daine before Raby castle, which were buried in the Parke and nut ) 
registered," 

About the beginning of September, Lieutenant-general Crorowdi 
passed through Newcastle, in pursuit of the royalists. 

Oelober 2. — A violent affray happened at Newcastle, at thv 
annual election of the officers of the corporation, as appears frooii 
the following : — " Whereas on the 2d of October last, ThomM 
Bonner, Esq. mayor elected, coming from the Spittle to go to hit 
dwelling house" upon the Sandhill, tlie sergeants carrying torchcfi 
lighted in their hands, one Edmund Marshal tlirew a long stick at 
the said lighted torches, and struck divers of them out ; and it 
being dark, stones, &c. were flung," &c. ix. 

Oelober li), — About the middle of this month, Cromwell and thS' 
Winy under him returned to Newcastle, after the taking of Bcrwidit 

I ■ AHerwanti the well known Eat^'B CotFee-bouw. 
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they stayed three days at the town, partly to give the army 
t little resty and also to give time for the train to get up to them. 
Tbey are said to <*have been received there with very great 
scLoowledgements of love." On the above day, they were sump- 
tuously feasted by the new mayor (Thomas Bonner, Esq.), and the 
next day they reached Durham. October 24, Oliver Cromwell 
came into Barnardcastle. There went out to meet him several 
gentlemen, who conducted him to his lodgings, and presented him 
with burnt wine and short cakes. 

1648 (Nov. 24^^— There was presented to his excellency Lord 
Fairfia, lord general, at Windsor, a most remarkable petition, and 
representation of the officers and soldiers of the garrisons of New* 
castle and Hartlepool, Holy Island, and of several officers of Ber- 
wick, wherein they charged the king with being << the occasion of 
a seven years' unnatural and bloody war by deserting his parlia- 
Bieot, and the principal author, contriver, abettor, and manager, of 
sD the bloodshed, massacres, devastations, and whatever ruins have 
bc&llen, not only this kingdom, but also that of Ireland,** declaring 
^ that all other endeavours are to little purpose while the grand 
delinquent is untouched, as being not an acceptable sacrifice to the 
justice of God, to offisr him ought else, while the Agag is spared"! 
1648. — This year, Berwick church was commenced building. 
It was finished in 1652, under the direction of colonel George Fen- 
wicke, of Brenkbume, during the time of the long parUament. 
This building cost £1,400. ; the want of a spiregives it rather a sin- 
gular appearance when viewed from without. The cemetery of this 
church is literally crowded with tomb-stones. Colonel Fenwicke, 
who was governor of Berwick, died March 15, 1656. 

This year, a set of march or bounder stones were placed round 
Newcastle. 

1649 (March 26^. — Mention occurs of a petition in the common 
council books* of Newcastle of this date, and signed, no doubt, by 
the inhabitants, concerning witches, the purport of which appears, 
from what followed, to have been to cause all such persons as were 
suspected of that crime to be apprehended and brought to trial. 
In consequence of this, the magistrates sent two of their sergeants, 
viz. - — Thomas Shevell and Cuthbert Nicholson, into Scotland, to 
agree with a Scotchman, who pretended knowledge to find out 
witches, by pricking them with pins, to come to Newcastle, where 
he should try such who should be brought to him, and to have 
twenty shillings a piece, for all he should condemn as witches, and 
free passage Slither and back again. When the sergeants had 
brought the said witch-finder on horseback to town, the maffistrates 
sent their bell-man through the town, ringing his bell and crying, 
all people that would bring in any complaint against any woman 
for a witch, they should be sent for, and tried by the person 

* ** March 26, 1649.— .Wltcfaea.— The petition concerning witches was read, 
and ordsred that thanks be returned to the petitionerB, and the coramon- 
couDcU will contribute their best assistance therein." 
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( iftpointed. Tliirtj women were brougtit into the town-hall, an* 
I ttripped, and then openly had pine tlirust into their bodies, anA 
I tnost of them were found guilty. The said reputed witch-finder' 
I acquainted Lieutenant-colonel Paul Hobson, deputy governor of 
I Newcastlci that he knew women whether they were witches or ntf 
I by their looka : and when the Bsid person was searching of a peiv 
I Bonable and good-like woman, the said colonel replied, and said, 
[ Burcly this woman is none, and need not be tried, but the ScotcU- 
I man said she was, and, therefore, he would try her ; and presently, 
I in the sight of all the people, laid her body naked to the waist, witb - 
[' her cloathes over lier head, by which fright and shame all her 
I blood contracted into one part of her body, and then he ran a pitf 
t into her tliigh, and then suddenly let her cloathes fall, and their 
L demanded whether she had nothing of his in her body, but did not 
bleed? but she being amazed, replied little; then he put his hand* 
up her cloathes and pulled out the pin, and set her aside as ■ 
I Riulty person, and child of the devil, and fell (a try others, ndionl' 
V be made guilty. Lieutenant-colonel Hobson, perceiving the 
i alteration of the aforesaid woman, by her blood settling m her 
I right parts, caused that woman to be brought again, and her 
I cloathes pulled up to her thigh, and required the Scot to run the 
I pin into the same place, and then it gushed out of blood, and the 
I laid Scot cleared her, and said she was not a child of the devil. 
I The witch-finder set aside twenly-sevenoutof the thirty suspected 

Eirsons, and in consequence fourteen witches and one wizzard be- 
nging to Newcastle were executed on the town moor, as is stated 
[ in die following extract, from the register of the parochial chapclry 
f of St. Andrew's, in Newcastle: — " 1750, 21st August. — Thespart^ 
I her under named, wer executed in the town mor, for wiches. — 
I Malhew Boumer, Isabell Brown, Margrit Maddeson, Ann Watson, 
I £Ilenor Henderson, EUenor Uogers, Elisabeth Dobson, Mrs. Ellsa- 
[ beth Anderson, Jane Hunter, Jane Koupling, Margrit Brown; 
t Margrit Mofiit, Kattren Welsh, Aylles Hume, and Mary Pootes." 
r Then follow tlie names of the persons executed for stealing, who 
I were a gang of moss-troopers, at the close of which occurs, "Jano 
i Martin, for a wich, the myllcr's wife of Chattim." See a print of 
I this horrid execution in '■ Gardiner's England's Grievance Dis- 
I covered."* 

I So soon as the witch'Rndcr had done in Newcastle end received 
I bis wages, he went into Nortliumberland, to try women there^ 
I where he got of some three pounds a piece ; but Henry Ogle, Esq. 
F lud hold on him and required boud of him, to answer the sessions, 
I but he got away for Scotland, where he was apprehended and cast 
I into prison, indicted, arraigned, and condemned, for such like 

I 'At the vilbge of Chirtan, near North Shields, Mr. Gardiner wrot<> that 
B'WVere wrielure on ihe coal trade, intituled " England's Grievance Discover* 
■.td, in Relation lo the Coal Trade," which wns printed in London in ISSS, 
■ Ithe original copies of thia work having beromc titremtli/ nnv, it was reprinted 
■■■t Newcaatlu in 17ll'l, hv Mesin. Akcnheada ; this loo ha> become scarce. 
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(ilUiay exercised in Scotland, and upon tlie gallows lie confeued he 
had been tlie deadi of above 220 women in England and Scotland, 
far the gain of twenty shillings a-picce. 

1649. — The followinK entry occurs in Gateshead parish books : 
"Panl at M"*-Wat«ons, when the justices sate to examine ttie 
vilches 3*. 4d.; for a grave for a witch Sd. ; for trriiiK the witdies 
XI. 5*." 

Juty SO. — At a private guild holdcn at Berwick, before die 
right worshipful, Andrew Crispe, esq. mayor, Mr. Stephen Jack- 
MO, »klerraan, and the rest of guild brethren, it was "ordered 
according to tlie guild's desire, that the man which trycth tlie 
witches in Scotland shall be sent for, and stitisfaction to be 
eivea bin by the towne in defraying his charges, and in coming 
hither, and that tlie towne shall engage that no violence be offered 
liim by any persons within the towne." 

May 2, — Durham castle was sold to Thomas Andrews, lord 
mayor of London, for £1367. lOd., who so miserably defaced a 
great part of it, that it was some time before it could be made 
habitable for Bishop Cosln, who almost renovated it by making 
considerable alterations and additions. 

SaiUmber t-L — Sir Arthur Hasterrgg, governor of the garrison 
of Newcastle, was admitted and sworn a free-burgesa of that 
corporation. 




Two ancient punishments of Newcastle, inflicted on disturben 
of the peace, appear as being practised about this time. A com- 
mon drunkard was led through the streets as a spectacle of con- 
tempt, covered with a large barrel, called a " Nevxaalh CUiak" 
one end being out and the other havinc a hole made through il, 
sufficient for the offender to pass his lieau through, by which means 
the vessel rested on his shoulders. The scold wore on iron engine 
called " Me hratiki" in the form of a crown, it covered the hend, 
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I feut left tile face exposed ; and having a tongue of iron which wenu 
I 4iito the moutli, constrained silence ft'om the most violent brawloul 
I It is to be presumed that there is no longer any occasion for the I 
I ^tter, but why has the former been laid aside ? The foregoing ia j 
r B representation of Robert Sharp, an officer of the corporatioi^ I 
' leading Ann Bidlegtone, through the town with the branks on her j 
head, and the other a drunkard with the Newcastle cloak, on hit ' 
■boulders. The branks are still preserved in the town's court. 

1650 (July \^}- — Oliver Cromwell, general of the parliatneM 
army, arrived at Durham, where he was met by Sir Arthur Hb»- 
lerigg, governor of Newcastle, with colonel Pride and other officer^ 
who attended him to (hat town on the day following. Ue wM 
sumptuously entertained at that place by the governor ; and, dit* I 

L Ting his stay there was a fast kept, to implore God's blessing upoB'^ 

I tlie army's undertaking, and a declaration was agreed upon to bo 

I "dispersed in their march. Five companies, as a reinforcement) 

I were drawn out of the garrison of that town on tliis occasion. July 

'' S5, — The militia of Northumberland and Durham were assembled 

I by Sir Arthur Haslerire, and great quantities of bread and oth«r 

I itores were sent from Newcastle to Oliver Cromwell, at Berwiclb 

I September 2, which was the day preceding that of the battle of' 

Dunbar, Cromwell wrote a remarkable letter all with his own han^ 

and sent it Irom Scotland, to Sir Arthur Haslerigg, at Newcastlo. 

' After the tight at Dunbar, General Cromwell sent a great number 

of the prisoners taken on that occasion to Newcastle, recommend- 

I ing them to be treated with humanity. The following passages 

' occur concerning tliese prisoners, in a letter from Sir Arthur Has- 

I lerigg, to the council of state, dated at Newcastle, October 31, 

1650. — " When they came to Morpeth, the prisoners being put 

I into a large walled garden, they cat up raw cabbages, leaves and 

I roots, so many, as the very seetiand labuurat4d. a day, was valued 

I at £9. which cabbage (they having fasted, as they themselves said, 

I near eight days) poisoned their bodies; for, as they were coming 

F from thence to Newcastle, some died by the way-side. Wtiea< 

[ they came to Newcastle, I put them into Uic greatest church in the 

' town; and the next morning, when I sent them to Durham, about 

140 were sick, and not able to march. Three died that night, and 

some fell down on their march from Newcastle to Durham, and 

died. On being told into the great cathedral church, they were 

counted to be no more than 3,000, although colonel Fenwick wrote 

me that there were 3,500." Many line tombs, &c. were defaced 

by the Scots prisoners while contined in Durham catliedral. 

1651 (Marrh ^). — The ministers of Newcastle write to Oliver 
Cromwell, complaining that captain Robert Everard was preaching 
arminian and socinian doctrines to their flocks (as well as to the 
garrison), and was encouraged in so doing by Lieutenant-colonel 
Nason (who commanded the garrison in colonel Fairfax's absence) 
and by captain Pimme. Afler proceeding in a very bitter strain, 

I' they say, " the towoes people are induced, and the souldiers warned 
P'by beat of drum, frequently to attend his delusions." Tliis curiom 
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epistle 18 signed by ** Robert Jenisoiiy Dr. of D. ; Tho. WolfiiU» 
Ridi. Frideaux, Wm. Durant, Thomas Weld» Samuel Hammond, 
sod Cuth. Sydenham." 

1651 f April \BJ^ — The corporation purchased the borough of 
Durham and Framwell*gate, of the parliamentary commissioners 
fiM-£200. 

1652 ^January J* — Frances Adamson, and Powle, were 

executed in the city of Durham, for witchcraft. 

This ^ear, the castle at Stockton having been surrendered to 
the pariiament, it was ordered to be *< fdighted and dismantled," 
and ao efecioally was this executed, that not a stone remains as 
evidence of its former splendour. During the civil wars in the 
mgD of Charles I^ it was garrisoned for the king, but it was after- 
wards given up to the Scots, who surrendered it to the parliament. 

1653 fApnl ^;.— The neople of Durham address Oliver Crom- 
welly the lord-general, and his council of officers. 

Jmiy 5^— The county of Durham, which in consequence of 
its {Mdatinate privileges, had hitherto never sent knights or bur- 
gesses to parliament, found representatives in Cromwell's three 
pari laments, viz. at the above period, Henry Davison, for the county. 
In 1654, September 3, Robert Lilbume, of Thickley, esq., and 
Gecwge Lilbume, of Sunderland, esq. In 1656, September 17, 
Thomas Lilbume, of Ofierton, esq., and James Clavering, of Ax- 
well, esq., Anthony Smith, alderman, represented the city of Dur- 
ham in both the latter parliaments. 

This year, Newcastle was first visited by George Fox, the well 
known rounder o{ the religious sect called quakere. 

1654 (Jan. II J. — The baptized churches of Northumberland, 
Yorkshire, and Derbyshire, address the lord-protector. 

August 25. — At this time there was a meeting among the 
keelmen at Newcastle, for the increase of wages. 

1655 (July 20^.^ — A petition was ordered by the mayor, alder- 
men, and common-council of Newcastle, to be sent up to the Lord* 
protector Cromwell, concerning the prohibition of a market at 
North Shields. 

The exchange and town court in Newcastle was built be- 
tween this year and 1658. Robert Trollop, of York, mason, was 
the architect. He entered into articles to build it for £2,000. 
The articles of agreement are in the archives of the town. Boume 
says, it cost upwards of £10,000. The original building, as to its 
form and model was of great beauty, and withal very sumptuous. 
It has undergone many external and internal alterations, especially 
in having its north front, in 1794, and its south front in 1809, new 
cased with freestone, and its roof covered with blue slate. 

Robert Trollop, the architect of the exchange and town court, 
was, Sep. 25, 1657, presented with the franchise of the corpora- 
tion of Newcastle, ror his ingenuity, skill, and abilities. At the 
east end of Gateshead church-yard, stands a heavy square pile the 
lower part brick and the upper part stone, sometime ornamented 
with golden texts beneath the cornice, built by Robert Trollop for 
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tivi place of liis ioternient. It is said there stood formerly a 
■tatue of tlie said Trollop, on tlie north side of it, pointing to tha 
E town court of Newcastle, and underneath the following lines :— 

" Here lies Kobert Trollop. 
" Who mndf yon stones roll up, 
" When ileath took iiis soul up. 
" His body filled this hole up." 

1656 (Jan. \2), — The churches of Newcastle and the neigh' 
bourhood address the lord-protector. 

Januarg 18. — There was an order of the commun council of 
Newcastle to enfranchise Colonel Charles Howard, then resident in 
that town. He was one of the members of Cromwelfa council, 
and mitjor-generul of the four northern counties. 

August \. — Died, in the citj' of Durham, John Hall. esq. I 
lativc of that place. He was bom in August, 1627. In 1646, he 
ras sent to St. John's college, in Cambridge, and in the same year, 
L published " Mors Vaciva;, or Essays with some occasional coik 
I «iderations," with hit picture before them, aged 19. The some year, 
rbe published his Poems, London, and with them the Second Book 
1 of Divine Poems. Alter remaining a year at Cambridge, he 
\ removed to Gray's Inn. In 1G50, lie was ordered by the councO 
\ of state to attend General Cromwell into Scotland. About the 
e time Mr. Hall was called to the bar. Besides various politi- 
[ cal and other works, he published an account of the cruelties of 
[ the Dutch at Amboyna. He dedicated this volume to General 
I Cromwell, and it was so eagerly read, that the States' ambassador 
\ demanded pmiishment on its author, but parliament took no notice 
I of it. He also translated Langinut' Height of Eloquence, Bvo. 
' 1652, and Hterocleson the Golilen Verses of Pi/thagoriu, p\Ai\\A\eA 
I after his death by John Davies of Kidwelly, 8vo. 1657. Hall wsa 
I the friend of Robert Hcggc, another short lived genius, and a 
^native of Durham — and of Davies of Kidwelly, who dedicates his 
'rst edition of the " Rites and Monuments," to James Mickleton, 
^esq , Hall^ brother-in-law. 

1657 (May \b), — A writ of privy seal for founding an university 
f at Durham was signed by Oliver Cromwell, lord protector. Thia 
1 aniveraity, rather intended to be founded than actually settled, waa 
I* moon suppressed. The original writ is preserved in the archivea* 
k ef tlie dean and chapter of Durham ; it appears to have been sup- 

Sressed on account of petitions against it from the universities of 
li^ford and Cambridge. It had been obtained by a petition of the 
(nty and county of Durham, county of Northumberland, and town 
and county of Newcastle upon Tyne. It is a singular fact that 
George Fox, tlie founder of tlie Quakers, who visited Newcastle a 
second time tliis year, has assumed to himself the consequence, and 
what he tliought the merit of having been the means of suppressing 
thia laudable institution : — " We came to Durham." says he, " where 
was a man come down (rom London, to set up a college there to 
make ministers of Christ as they said. I went with some others to 
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with the man, and to let him see, that to teach men Hebrew, 
Gre^ and Latin, and the seven arts, which was all but the teadiings 
of the natural man, was not the way for to make them ministers of 
Christ ; for the langui^es b^an at Babel ; and to the Greeks, that 
spake Gredt as their mother-tongue, the cross of Christ was but 
foolirimess ; and to the Jews that spake Hebrew as their mother- 
toi^;ue, Christ was a stumbling blodc, and as for the Romans who 
had the Latin and Italian, they persecuted the Christians; and 
FQate, one of the Romans,- set Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, a*top 
«f Christ when he crucified him ; and John the Divine,* who 
pveadied the word that was in the beginning, said that the beast 
and the whore had power over tongues and languages, and they 
are as waters. Thus I told him he might see the whore and the 
besat have power over the tongues aid the many languages whicii 
are in Babylon. Now, said I to the man, dost Uiou Uiink to make 
ministers of Christ, by the natural confused languajzes which sprang 
firotn Babel, are admired in Babel, and set a*top of Christ by a per- 
secutor ? Oh no ! So the Man confessed to many of these things, 
and when we had thus discoursed with him, he became very loving 
and tender, and after he had considered farther of it, he never set 
vip his coU^e."* George Fox, in his journal, says, " That he came 
to Newcastle this year, but meeting with no encouragement, and 
findii^," says he, '* we could not have a publick meeting among 
them, we got a little meeting among friends and friendly people at 
the Gateside (Gateshead) ; where a meeting is continued at this 
dflEy in the name of Jesus." 

1657 (May 29^.— Richard Brantingham of Seaton, aged 106 
years, was buried at Stranton, in the countv of Durham. 

August 29. — Died at Eltham, colonel John Lilburne, and two 
days afterwards his body was brought to London, and buried in 
the Quakers' yard. He was the son of Richard Lilburne, and bom 
at East Thicldey, in the county of Durham, in the year 1618. 
Being a younger son he was bred a clothier, but abandoned his 

{profession in 1636 and became assistant to Dr. Bastwick. Under 
lis direction he went to Holland, and superintended the printing 
of the Merry Liturgy, for which and other presumed offences he 
was, on his return, pilloried, whipped, fined, and loaded with irons, 
by order of the tyrannical court which assembled in the star cham- 
ber. In 1641, ne was released by parliament, and became a 
distinguished soldier, and, in 1644, he was advanced to the rank of 
lieutenant-colonel. His undaunted spirit in defence of liberty 
occ;asioned him many sufferings. From the confident and secret 
friend of Cromwell, he became his accuser and enemy, when the 
former began to violate the principles which he had flown to arms 
to support. Firm and unbending in his politics, he was twice 
tried for high treason, but acquitted by the juries, whose authori- 
ty he boldly vindicated. " The jury," he observed, " by law are 
not only judgen of the facty hut of the law also ; and you that call 
yourselves judges of the Imvj are no more but Norman intruders ; 
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and, ill truth, if the Jury please, are no more but ci/pfiers to pro- 
NotMCB their ccrdicL" After liis gecond trial, lie was ordered to 
L^ave the luDgdom, but obtaiued permis£ion to remain on his 
■brother becoming security for his peaceable behaviour. Hume 
■."RpreBentH him as the " most turbuknt, but niost upright and 
I oourageouB of human kind ;" and Sir Henry Martin, as of such a 
I conteotious disposition, that " if there were none living but him, 
I John would be against Lilburne, and Lilbume against John." His 
I cbnracter has been diversely estimated. 

1657 fSep. 7;^The Hon. Sir Thomas Widdrington. speaker 
I of the house of commons, and his son were complimented with the 
{ franchise of the corporation of Newcastle. 

This year, a bowling green was made in part of the Forth, New- 
t castle. A tavern was also built, with a balcony projecting from 
I die front, and a parapet wall, from whence the spectators could 
I behold the bowlers. By an order of common councili a wall wai 
1 built, and lime-trees, brought out of Holland, planted around it in 
I }680. It was an ancient custom for the mayor, aldermen, and sheriff 
1. of Newcastle, accompanied by a great number of persons, to proceed 
livery year, at the feasts of Easter and Whitsuntide, to this place, 
r*ith the mace, sword, and cap of maintenance, carried before 
I tiiem. The assembling of young people here at these seasons 
UKems to be the remains of this ancient and simple custom, which 
I bag greatly fallen olf within tliese few years. 

I 1G39 (Julie 'i2). — In one of the vestry books belonging to 
[ Gateshead church, is a copy of a letter dated Whitehall, as above, 
[ \pf which tlie twenty-four of Gateshead, because they were thought 
I unfit to hold any public trust, and to have power of quclUiig pro- 
I fimeness and otlier crimes, was dissolved and a new one appointed 
I in its stead, by his highness and council. 

1 On the death of Oliver CromweU, his son, Richard CromwelU 
I was proclaimed protector at Newcastle, from which town also he 
[ was complimented on his accession to a dignity which proved of 
J short duration, by the mayor, aldennen, sherill', and common- 
1 .council. 

1669 (June W.}, — Afire broke out at Berwick, which destroyed 

I 39 houses, many of them containing several families. It continued 

\ burning from seven in the morning till four in the afternoon, with 

[ tile wind from the west and very tempestuous, so that all were very 

soon destroyed. 

November, — General Lambert arrived at Newcastle, with a force 
of about 12,000 men, comprehending as was reported 7,000 of the ! 
chief of the cavalry. The soldiers of the garrison of Tynemouth 
castle having been drawn into a chapel, there to sign an engagement 
to support Lambert and his party, ttie roof fell in and killed ■ 
number of them. There appears to have been a number of quakers 
in Lambert's army in Newcastle, where they bai^ained lor and 
I horses, to be paid when such or such a steeple 'ho use (i. e, 
;burch) was pulled down. 
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1659^— This year, the church at Tynemouth (North Shields) 
was begun to l>e rebuilt. It was consecrated by Bishop Cosin, 
July 5, 1668y by the name of Christ church. 

1660 (Jaau 1^« — General Monk with Lord Fairfax and othet 
English friends passed the Tweed with six regiments of foot, and 
were followed the next day by four regiments of horse, in order 
to adyance towards Lambert, who commanded superior forces in 
and about Newcastle, to oppose him. January 6, Monk arrived 
at Newcastle, on the road to which place he was met by great 
multitudes of the common people, and welcomed by loud acclama- 
tions: General Lambert appears to have quitted Newcastle about 
the time that General Monk began his march from Coldstream. 

May SI. — The effects of Mrs. Blakeston, relict of John Blake- 
ston, esq.» a magistrate and member of Parliament for the town of 
Newcastle, and who was one of the regicides, were seized upon by 
the sheriff of Durham. 

Jfdy 28w*-Thls year, King Charles U. by his writ restored Wil- 
liam Kobson to the office of parish clerk of All Saints' church, 
Newcastle, from which he had been ejected for his loyalty, Octo- 
ber 20, 1644. 

AuguH 8. — ^It appears by the common council books of Newcas- 
tle, that the earl of^ Newcastle, Sir John Marley, knt., sometime 
mayor r Sir George Baker, sometime recorder ; Sir Nicholas Cole, 
knight and baronet; Francis Bowes, knt., sometime alderman; 
James Cole, esq., sometime sheriff; Henry Marley, merchant, 
sometime clerk of the chamber ; Henry Brabant, merchant ; Jonas 
Cudworth, draper ; Thomas Cames, slater ; and Anthony Errine- 
ton, sometime one oi the seijeants at mace, were restored to then: 
former freedoms of Newcastle. 

SepUnAer 7. — Algernon, earl of Northumberland, was consti- 
tuted lord-lieutenant of the county of Northumberland. 

Ncn. 2« — The bishopric and county palatine and the dean and 
chapter of Durham were restored. Bishop Cosin, who was nominated 
on the above day to the see, built the noble palace of Auckland, to 
which he added the chapel with all its splendid interior decorations 
of books, plate, and ornaments, for the service of the altar. He put 
the castle of Durham into complete repair, and restored the bishop's 
house in Darlington from a state of entire dilapidation. At Durham 
he also rebuilt and augmented the endowment of Bishop Langley's 
hospital and schools on the Palace Green, and he built the bishop's 
library adjoining the exchequer, and stored it with books. In 1664, 
he was chiefly instrumental in procuring the rebuilding of the guild- 
hall or town-house at Durham, as well as in repairing the courts of 
justice, the exchequer, and the court of chancery. 

Soon afler the meeting of that parliament, which restored Kinff 
Charles II., Sir Arthur Haslerigg, came to General Monk, and 
delivered up his two regiments, as also the governments of Berwick, 
Newcastle, and Tynemouth, which had been conferred upon him 
by the late powers, on condition of having his life and estate pre- 
served, which were generously assured to him. 
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— Tliia year, the restoration of King Charles II- was cele^ 
^ brated Bt Durham witli great deiiionstratioos of joy. 

It is related that, in the spring of tliis year, an unknown gentli 
I -man came to retide at Winlaton, near Newcastle, living verj pix> 
**tely, and daily more and more inquisitive arter news and eveiy 
circumstance of the restoration. Upon understanding the passing 
of tjie act of indemnity, together with the exception of the murdei'* 
ers of King Charles I., he went into an adjoining wood and hanged 
himself. 

1G61 (May^'Z). — The solemn league and covenant was burnt 
in London and Westminster, and alierwards at all the other towu 
in England. 

This year, the hospital at Houghton-le Sjiring, was built and 
endowed by George Lilburne. for tlie maintenance of three poor 
people for ever, in 167(i, Mr, George Davenport, rector of that 
parish, gave by will £160. to purchase lands, for the maintenance 
of three other poor people, as appears by an inscription on the 
' west end of the south wing of this building. William Sharp, M. A. 
■ native of this parish, added £18 per annum to the revenues of 
' the hospital. 

The society of friends had a burial place at CuUercoats, 
■ near Tyneniouth, From the registers of the society, it appean 
tliat Johanna, the daughter of George Linton, who died on the 
SOtli of the Uth montli, 1661, wag the first interred here; the 
lost was Zcph. Haddock, who died on the 39lh of the 3d month, 
1739, since wlilcli time it has been disused as a place of Bepulture. 
The following is extracted from the very well kept register 
book belonging to the society of friends, of North Shields ;— 
" 1661 — George Linton of North Shields, dyed in North Shield^ 
and, by tlic furry of the tymes, was by relations and sonldieri 
caryed away from friends, and lyetli buryed in the down end of 
Tinemouth kirk, the month and day not certain, but it was as 15 
thought, in the XI or XII month." 

Bishop Cosin, by his letters patent, incorporated the drapers, 
1 tailors, mercers, hardwore-men, coopers, and chandlers, in Gatea- 
head, into a community, fellowship, and company. 

1662 (Sep. 5J — Colonel Edward Villiers, governor of Tyne- 
mouth castle, was presented witli a personal freedom of Newcastle. 
Oelober 9. — In a letter of this date, from Edward Arden to Miles 
Stapylton, esq., Durham, it is stated that " Sir Francis Anderson ii 
•lected mayor of Newcastle, which Sir John Marlev was unwilling 
tOk they Ht up all night and Sir Francis carried it." 

Tliis year, Rt^r Dobson of Hartlepool, issued tokens, bearing 
wi the obverse, a stag or hart, being mtendcd perhaps to denote 
th« urns of Hartlepool, circumscribed, Roger Dosson, 1663, and 
OB the r*Tcrse. in Hartlepool, with r°e in 'lie centre, forming 
me initial letters of himself and his wife. 

603 I Aug. \2}. — Oswald Rogers, master and mariner, wbo 
Vd tin- marquis of Newcastle safe in England, was, at the request 
av sai^t marquis, admitted to a [lersonid freedom of Newcastle. 



This year, a (h.-e-itchool was founded at Stamfonihom, in Nortli- 
innberliuid, by eir ThomaB Widtlrin^lon. It is well endowed. 

1665 (Jnne 28J. — There is an order of the common -council of 
Newcastle, to prevent the spreading of the plague, by forbidding 
nsaten of ships to bring passengers or goods into their harbour, 
i^Mn pain of being Etayed or detained for 40 days, and sailors to 
come <7n shore on pain of imprisonment. The plague at tliis lime 
n^ in Gateshead and in Sunderland. 

Sfp. 29. — This year. Sir William Forster was admitted to a 
pcnanal lireedon) of the corporation of Newcastle. 

1666. — Only one Stockton tradesman, John Wells, issued tokens 
in the reign of Charles II. The obverse has the king's head wiUi 
long hair, d la cavalier, crowned, God save the King ; reverse, 
JoR« Wells, 




1666. — The above is a representation of tlieanns of the borough 
of Gateshead, taken from the back of an old chair in the vestry of 
that church. The arms are in relief, and above them the letters 
L A. P B. 1 W. P T. being the initials of the names of Lancelot 
Ayer, Peter Bell, John Wolfe, and Peter Trumblc. who were 
churchwardens in 1666, in which year this chair appears to have 
been made, as the following entry occurs in the pariah books un- 
der this date " Paid for a new rhaire and cm-ering a »toole/or yr 
vettry £\. 2a. Tlieae circumstances are, I think sufficient proofs 
of the antiquity of this piece of furniture. 

1667 (June 27;.— The right hon. Henry, earl of Ogle, who 
had received his majesty's commission to be governor of Newcastle 
and was resident there, was admitted to his personal freedom of 
that corporation. 

i668 (Nor, 9 J. — Joceline, earl of Northumberland, was consti- 
tuted lord lieutenant of the county of Northumberland. 
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1668. — Hie mansion house at Caphcaton, was built about thi 
by Sir John Swinburne, who wbe created a baronet in 1 1)60, and i 
in 1706. In the beginning of the last century, a great number 
Roman coins and vessels of silver were found near this seat ' 
some workmen employed in making a hedge. The coins were 
privately sold ; as were also most of the vessels after breaking t 
bottoms out of some, and the ornaments and handles oS othi 
They presented to Sir John Swinburne (the grandfathi 
present baronet) one cup entire, weighing 26 ounces ; the boti 
of three others ; three handles adorned with beautiful figures 
relief; part of another carved handle; a figure of Hercules 
Antfcus wrestling ; and a figure of Nepi 

1669. — A stone was discovered at Benwell (the Condercum 
the Romans), on which was an inscription to commemorate a victt 
gained by the Romans over the northern Britons. The inscripl 
was partly obliterated. Several other inscriptions have been ioi 
here, the most remarkable of which is a fine altar dedicated to Ji 

e'ter DolichenuB, a deity worshipped by miners. Coins of Trajan^ 
adrian, and several other emperors, have been found here, also » 
great conduit made of hewn atones. In 1752, a bypocaustum, 
about 300 yards soutlt west of the station was discovered. The 
fine urn in the library at Durham, was found in this place. The 
fbundaljons of an exploratory tower were found opposite to the 
second mile stone. An iron railway was made through the north 
side of this station in 1810, which laid bare a part of its walls, and 
the foundations of several buildings. 

The Glass-Jiouse bridge over the Ousebum, east of NewcMtle, 
was of wood until 1669, when it was built of stone by Tliomaa 
Wrangham, shipwriehl, on account of lands tThich the town let 
him. The passage, however, over it was very difficult and uneven 
till the year 1729, when it was made level and commodious both 
for horse and fool. Tlie bridge higher up this burn called Shields 
road bridge, was also of wood until about the latter year. It wu 
considerably widened about 1790. 

1669. — llie king granted letters patent to Edward AndreWi 
Esq. to build a pier and erect a lighUiouse or lighthouses, and to 
cleanse the harbour of Sunderland. _ 

This year, a trial came on at the Exchequer bar, by an order cC' 
bis m^esty Charles II. between the mayor and burgesses of Neir*' 
castlei and the dean and chapter of Durham, on the latter attempt 
ing to build a ballast quay at Jarrow-slakc, without the license of 
the mayor and burgesses, and, ^ler six hours evidence, a verdict ' 
was given for tlie mayor and bui^esses. 

1671. — Tlie following companies were incorporated in Gate»- 
iiead ; — free-masons, corvers, stone-cutters, sculptors, brick- 
makers, tilers, bricklayers, gbiziers, painter-stuiners, founders, 
nailers, pewterers, mill-wrights, saddlers and bridlers, trunkmakers,* 

■ Robert Trollop, the architect of lh(? Kxcbnngc, Newcastle, waaof tliU 
comnonv. A verv eurimw letter in whidi Rnbert TniU(i|> nflera to bribe the 
Uie bishop'! "■ ■-■ ... , . „ , - 
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aad diftillen. Maoy of these companies are extinct In 1810, 
axteen fireemen were allowed as claimants on the Fell> viz. : — Six 
drapen and ten brickUyersy and in 1814, December 9, nine fullers 
sad djers claimed on die borough lands. 

1671ir-»The fisllowing occurs in Gateshead parish books :»-<* Faide 
fir powder and match when the keelemen mutinyed 2#«" 

1672 (OeL 1)4 — His srace John, duke of Lauderdale, and lord 
president oi his mijesty s most honourable privy council of Scot- 
and, and sole secretary of state for those kixigdoms, was admitted 
to the freedom of the corporation of Newcastle* 

Dtetmber VI4 — The king wrote a letter to die corporadon of 
Newcastle, to elect James Aire, pilot of his majesty's good ship the 
Sl Mif^hael, a free bureess of that town. 

The Rev. James Smithson, vicar of Berwick, was this year tried 
and executed for the murder of his wife. 

lliis year, Clifford's fort at the east end of North Shields, was 
built* There was anciently here a fort of baskets filled with sand 
and mortar, with a gun placed between each basket. 

167S (Jan, 18^. — Thirty-nine ships were cast away on the coast 
<i Northumberland. Sixteen belonged to Newcasde and Shields* 

Jufy 10. — An address was ordered by the mayor, recorder, 
aldermen, sheriff, and common council of Newcasde, to be presented 
to the king, on the discovery of a plot against Ills majesty's lifcy 
and that of James, duke of York. 

The following entry occurs in the parish register of EUutlepool x 
— ** October 5, 1673. — Thomas Smailes, was buryed and crowned 
by a jury of 12 men, and John Harrison, of Beaton, was executed 
at Durham, for murthering Thomas Smailes." 

Henry, earl of Ogle, was lord lieutenant of the county of North- 
umberlimd, and of the town and county of Newcastle, and governor 
of that town and port. 

This year, on Rood-day, there were above four hundred red 
deer in Teesdale forest destroyed by a severe storm of snow. 

1674 (July \). — William Lilbume, Esq. was admitted to the 
freedom of the corporadon of Newcastle. 

This ^ear, the bridge at Corbridge, was built on the old Roman 
foundations. Corbridge was anciently a borough and sent mem- 
bers to parliament, but on account of the expence of representadon 
the privil^e was disused. 

1675 (June 21 J^ — ^The first elecdon of representadves for the 
county of Durham, took place. The candidates were John Tem- 
pest, of the Isle, Esq. 1034 ; Thomas Vane Esq. of Raby Casde, 
856 ; and Sir James Clavering, of Axwell, hart., 747. The two 
first were elected. Mr. Vane died of the small-pox four da^s after 
his election, and was succeeded by his younger brother Christopher 
Vane, Esq. The election of members for die city was delayed by 
technical difiiculdes until 1678. 

June 21,< — The common council of Newcastle, on the pedtion 
of John Stobbs, an ingenious artisan, granted him a personal free- 
dom of that corporadon. He is represented as particularly skilful 
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in the muking and tempering of steel ; making water engim 
against the accidents of fire, and iJie '" 
speaking-trumpetE, glazier's vices, and 
■truments. 

1673, — A dreadful pestilential disease called the " Jolly Itanti' 
(^pcars to have raged in Newcastlt; and the neighbourhood of thr 
town ; there died of it 924 persons. 

1676. — About this time the corporation of Newcastle contribute 
£300 towards the erection of the present organ in St. Nictiolail 
church, in that town. They added a. trumpet stop in 1690, and i 
1710, paid £200 fur finishing the back tront, and cleaning an 
repairing the whole instrument. Tlie swell was ordered by tb 
common-council in 1749, and which it is supposed was added b 
Snetzler, the celebrated organ builder. About the year 1798, I 
was cleaned by Donaldson, of Newcastle, organ builder. On th 
26tli of July, 1814, the organ was taken down by Messrs. Wooj 
Small, and Company, of Edinburgh, who added a double diapason 
and B set of foot pedals, and repaired the whole instrument, 'r^'*^* 
cost the corporation £500. In September, 1834, the organ was ; _ 
taken down, cleaned and tuned, which cost between £70. and i 

At this time lived John Pigg. town's surveyor, for Newcastle. 
He was weil known both to King Cliarles II. and the duktf 
Af York ; and for his giddy singidanties, noted not only throu^ 
the county, but almost through the kingdom. He usually wore K- 
high crowned hat, a strait coat, and would never ride, but walked 
the pace of any horse hundreds of miles on foot, with a quarteiv 
itaff fenced with an iron fork at one end. The king and duke of- 
York, to whom he was often trotting, made themselves sport widi/' 
him, as looking upon him to be a brainsick enthusiast. He was of 
so peculiar and odd a humour, that he would not only go to prisoi^ 
when he needed not, but conceitedly chose the vilest part of the' 

Erison for his apartment, where he continued a long while, when^ 
e might have had his liberty whenever he pleased. This Pigg' 
died in a stye, in circumstances not unlike those who lay hands da 
themselves, or die crazy or distracted. He took down a stately i 
cross which he called idolatry, that stood at tlie nortli end of tfa«- 
Barras bridge, before the chapel of St. James's, and built a curioui 
atone pillar, inscribed with texts of Scripture, lately sfandiog at ths ' 
three-mile bridge, by the side of the Morpeth road, as a mono* 
ment of his whimsical head, and which very deservedly bore the' 
name of"PiGG's Folly." The following extract from thebooki^ 
of the incorporated company of bricklayers of Newcastle, I suppoW'' 
refers to this John Kgg: — " Att a meeting the 'i7ih March, 1661% 
iti is ordered by the generall consent of the major part of the com- < 
pany that noe brother of the said company shall be imployed to < 
worse by or with John Pigt;, on any piece of workc which he shatt 
take, except it be aboute his own proper worke— every brother M^ 
offending shall forfeite and pay 40*. unforgiven. And that tbeyi' 
, tior any of the said company sliall take any worke of his in bond 
which he lirst hath tukto to be wrought." In ihc burial regislet 
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of Sc Andrew's church, in Newcastle, the following entry occurs : 
— ^ John Pige, January 27, 1688-9" This is supposed to be the 
person above described. He left by will, a considerable property 
to charitable and other purposes, 

len^ — King Charles U. granted to his natural son, Charles, 
iske of Richmond, and his heirs, one shilling per chaldron on coab 
shipped from the port of Newcastle. 

1678 (March 27 J. — The first election of representatives for the 
city of Durham took place. The candidates were Sir Ralph Cole, 
sf Branceoeth Castle, bart., 408 ; John P&rkhurst, of Catesby, 
conn^ of Northampton, esq^ 379 ; William Tempest, of Old Dur- 
bara, esq., 876; John Turner, of Kirkleatham, esq. sergeant at 
kw, 187; and John Christian, esq., 171. The two first were re- 
tamed. Previous to this, and 1675, no members had been returned 
fbr the county or city, excepting the three parliaments during 
Cromwell's usurpation. 

1680. — About this year, Dean Sudbury converted the Frater- 
hoose or Monk's-hall, into an elegant library for the dean and 
cfatt>ter of Durham. Many Roman inscriptions found in Northum- 
berland and Durham, are here deposited, as well as many records 
and curiosities, and among them a copy of Magna Charta, dated 
12th November, 1216; another dated 11th February, 1224, A 
MS. copy of the bible in 4 vols, folio, 600 years old ; and Bede's 
five books of History, of the same date. 

In South Shields church-yard, on a grave stone, is the following 
Inscription : — " Here lyeth interred ye body of Sir William Hamel- 
ton, knight and baronet, sonne of y^ earl of Abercorne, late servant 
to Henrietta Maria, y*^ late queene mother of our soverainge lord 
King Charles y* second, that now is over England, &c. who deped 
to y* mercy of God y* 28 of June, Anno Dom. 1681," 

1681. — Jesus* Hospital, commonly called the Town's Hospital, 
situate in the Manor Chare, Newcastle was founded, erected, and 
endowed, at the charge of the corporation. It stands upon part of 
the ground of the Augustine friars. 

1682 (April 26 and 21 J.— There was a great flood in the river 
Wear, at Durham. 

Jfoy 6. — The first day that men and women servants presented 
themselves to be hired in Durham market. 

November 20, — A great wind blew in one half of a window in 
the west end of the cathedral at Durham. 

About the year 1682, that enterprising genius. Sir Ambrose 
Crowley, fixed upon Sunderland, with an intention of establishing 
his manufactory ; but the situation not answering his expectations, 
he was induced in 1690, to transplant his cyclopean colony to Swal- 
well, about four miles above Newcastle, where it still remains. A 
stone in the mill-dam is dated 1691. In 1705, a chapel capable of 
holdmg 300 persons was built at Winlaton, for the use of the work- 
men ; schools too were established, and a code of laws drawn up, 
which in a great measure superseded the general laws of the land, 
and became locally established. Sir John Anvil, in the Spectator, 
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No. S*J9, is Huid to be Sir Ambrose CrowWy. Ttie fallowin| 
advertisement from the Post Boy, No. 510, is quoted in a vet] 
ntre- pamphlet entitled " The Miachief of the Five ShiUiiu Tai 
upon Coal, 1699."—" Mr. Crowley at the Doublet in I^uihi 
Street, London, ironmonger, doth hereby give Notice, that at t ~ . 
Worka at Winlaton, near Newcastle upon Tyne, any good Workmen 
that can make the fullotving Goods, shall have constant Imploymei^ 
and tlieir Wages every week punctually paid, (viz.) Aueers, F 
screws, Box and Sad-irons, Chains, Edge-Tooles, Files, Hamm 
Hinges, Hows for tlie Plantations, Locks, especially Ho-Loi 
Nailes, Patten Rings, and almost alt other sorts of Smith's Wore." 

1GB2. — The alms-houses " for the convenient lodging of [ 
impotent persons belonging to the township of Stockton," wen 
erected about this year by several munificent benefactors. In 
1816 the alms-houses were entirely rebuilt on a handsome plan by. 
a bequest of £3,000. left by the will of George Brown, esq. 

1683 f April), — At this lime there were races in the city of 
Durham, as appears from an entry in the register of St. Nicholas 
parish, wherein it is stated that Simon Lackenby had "toffive A 
thUlingt towards a sileer plate /or a caune." 

August 3. — The assizes began at Durham. There was such aa , 
inundation of the river Wear, that the judges (Ji 
entered the city bv Gilcsgat«, and read ^letr 
eight o'clock at night. 

September 15. — A man named Simpson, a gli 
head, stood about an hour and a half in the pillory 
taking a bribe from a quaker. 

1684 (Jan. 25^.— A son and two daughters of John 
Brass, living near Ferryhill, in the county of Durham, 
ed by Andrew Mills, their lather's servant, when the parents wcrs 
Stom home. This strange tragedy seems to have originated neither 
in revenge nor avarice, nor in any of the common springs of hutnao 
passion, but was probi^ly acted under the unresisted influence of 
asudden insane impulse. Mills according to tradition, was esteemed 
a quiet unoffending lad, yet it is generally added of somewhat de- 
ranged or deficient intellect, and it is said had shewn particular 
attachment to the youngest victim of his mad paroxysm. The 
master and mistress were ^sent on a Christmas visit, and Mitia, 
was left at home with the younger family. According to the 
murderer's own confession (and on this point no other evidence 
could be had), neither provocation nor cause of quarrel had arisen; 
and he persisted to the last in stating that he had acted on an im- 
mediate suggestion of the devil, who, according to some accounts 
appeared to him bodily. The eldest girl struggled with him &9 
some time, and he did not murder her till after he had broken her 
arm, which she had placed as a bolt to secure the door of the inner 
chaniber, where the younger children were sleeping. He then' 
entered that inner room, murdered the youneer girl with the blow 

c as she slept, and was it sccniK leaving tlic house. 
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vent bmcky drageed the youngest child from beneath the bed and 
csmpleted his bioodj biisiiiess. He made no attempt to escape, 
bat remained amongst hts bleeding victims, and awaited the return 
sf the miaerable parents. For these horrid murders Mills was 
teied and executed on the 15th of August, 1684, on what was a 
fwmmnt bj the road side, about half a mile to the north of Ferry- 
lifll, in Iblf view of the scene of his murder, and was afterwards 
Inmr in chains. A portion of the gibbet, or as it was called, 
Ammn w MUU sktby remained a few years ago, but the spot is now 
l^oaghcd and inclosed. The daughter who was about to be mar* 
lied, was 20 years of age, the son 18 years, and the youngest 
daagfater 11. Mills was about 18 or 19 years of age. To com- 
EMBuinite this horrid tragedy, an altar tomb was erected in Mer- 
rington church yard, which was restored by subscription in 1789. 

1684d — In the beeinning of this year it was signified to the cor- 
poration of Newcasde, that the king expected a surrender of their 
charter, which was to be renewed on condition that the mayor, 
recOTder» sheriff, and town-clerk, might be always in the king*s 

Eto appoint or confirm. The charter of connrmation granted 
[ig Charles 11^ in consequence of the above surrender, reached 
Bstle on the 13th February, 1685, two days after the proclaim- 
ing of King James U. 

Amgust 25.f — This year, the charter of the city of Durham was 
surrendered to Bishop Crewe, by the mayor and a majority of the 
aldermen and privy council. March 7, 1685, the bishop granted a 
new charter, but the surrender being deemed invalid, the old char- 
ter was again acted on. 

September 9. — There was a general muster of the train bands of 
the bishopric of Durham. 

September 28^ — John Richardson, senior, tanner in Frarawellgate, 
Durham, died under sentence of excommunication. His grave 
was dug in the choir of Crossgate church, but the bishop would 
not permit him to be buried there, and, on the 29th, he was 
buried in his garden at Caterhouse. 

1684. — Under this year, there is the following curious entry in 
Gateshead parish books. << For carrying 26 quakers to Durham, 
£2. 17#." 

A marvellous escape from destruction is related in the MS. Life 
of Alderman Barnes^ — <* One of his brother-in-law's (Alderman 
Hutehinson's) apprentices, stepping up into the back-lofts to fetch 
somewhat he wanted, in his headlessness and haste, stops his can- 
dle into a barrel of gun-powder whose head was struck off, to serve 
instead of a candlestick. But the man reflecting what he had 
done, was struck with affrightment, his heart failed him, nor durst 
he stay any longer, but running down stairs, leaves the candle 
burning in the gun-powder cask, and with horror, trembling, and 
de^Mur, tells the family what indiscretion he had committed ; they 
were aU immediately at their wits' end, and well they might, for 
ihe lofts were three stories high, very large, and stowed full widi 
whatever is combustible, as brandy, oil, piteh, tar, rosin, flax, alum, 
hops, and many barrels of gunpowder. Had the candle fallen to a 
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etilc, or had the ieast spark fnllen Iroin the snutF into the cask, d 
, whole town had been shaken, and the lower part of it had bet 

immediately blown up and ia a blaze; but one of the labourers, 
I stout fellow, run forthwith into the loil, and joining both his handv 

together, drew the candle eoftly up between his middlemost fingen 
I BO that if any gnus' had dropped, it must have fallen into the holloi 

. of the man's hand, and tiy this means was Newcastle saved froitf 
I being laid in a£hes." This must have happened about the year 1684^ 

1686 (Jan. 5J. — The common -council of Newcastle were »■ 
moved, and new ones elected in obedience to a mandate of King 
James 11^ dated Whitehall, Dec. 15, 168a. 

This year, Berwick became the ducal title of James Fitz Jame<^ 
natural son of King James II., of England, whom he created di ' 
of Berwick. He aleo created him earl of Tynemouth. 

16S6 and 1687. — King James II, sent two letters to the hoasb 
men of Newcastle, requiring them by the first, to enfranchise S^ 
William Creagh, knt., and by the second, to make him free of their 
society in the most ample manner. They received several t 

I dates from the same king to enfranchise John and Thomas Enin^ 
too of Beaufront, in Northumberland, gentlemen. I'hcy were 3i 

' disfranchised aAer James' abdication. 

1687 fJune 30/— Sir William Creagh, knt., a zealous Romv 
catholic, was admitted to the freedom of the corporation of Neww 
castle, in consequence of a mandate from King James II., dateA 
May 31, 1687. 

1 Ills year, the white cross in Newcastle is described as almost 
quite demolished and fallen down. There were orders for tl 
ttien town surveyor to rebuild it. Mention is made of this cro 

' so early as the year 1410. 

A plain cross in the village of Eshe, in the county of Durham, 
inscribed I. H. S., and on the other side. 1687. 

I , This year, the house of Sir Thomas Haggerston, bart., in Beiw 
wick, ol which he was then governor, was burnt down, when i 
of the ancient deeds and writings belonging to the family i 
, destroyed. 

1688 (Ja». S;,— Sir William Creagh, knL, was, by mandatnis 
irom the king, dated at Whitehall, Dec. 24, 1687, elected mayor 
nf Newcastle, and Samuel Gill, his sheriff. By this mandate, John 

, Squire, mayor, and William Hamsay, sheriff, who had been duly 
elected, were removed. 

January i. — Died at the city of Durham, Mrs. Hutchinson* 
aged 103. 

January 16. — A very fulsome address was signed not only by 
Sir William Creagh, knt., then mayor of Newcastle, and by tM 
.other aldermen of that town that were Roman catholics, but by 
' tsomc others of the magistracy who were dissenters ; but it was not 
i sprescnted to the king, having been over-ruled by a majority of the 
I .common -co unncil. On the accession of King James II., tlie magt»- 
,tracy of Newcastle were composed of Roman Catholics and protes- 
I tants, conformists and non-conformists ; the cap, the mace, and 
I , the sword, were one day carried to the church, another day to the 
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catholic chapel) and on a Uiird to the dissenting meeting- 



168B (PA* 11^.-— This year, a writ ofguo warranio was served 
ifoo the mayor cf Newcastle, and on the 8th of March following, 
a soraider of the charter of that town was sealed under the com* 
I, and signed by Sir WiUiam Creagh, knU, mayors eight 
the sheriff, and fourteen of the common-counciL 

King James II., between the 9th of June and the 22d of Sep« 
iBBbery appears to have granted a new charter to Newcastfe, 
whidiy however, the subsequent order of council and proclamation 
of Aal king, dated October 17 following, soon cancelled and made 
nUL Thus again the corporation of Newcastle, emancipated from 
the iJiackles of a government founded on principles or the most 
despotic ^^ranny, recovered its ancient liberty in the choice of 
its own officers and magistrates, and immediately exercised that 
liberty by appointing a new set of them. 

A little before the Revdution there was erected before the 
Exchange, in the midst of the Sandhill, Newcastle, a most beauti- 
ful equestrian statue of King James 11., cast in copper, of the size 
of the fomous equestrian statue of Charles I^ at Charing-Cross. 
London. The horse stood raised upon its hind feet. The king 
was doathed in a coat of mail, booted and gauntleted ; by his side 
bane a Roman flaming sword ; his right himd held the truncheon, 
bis left the bridle ; down his breast hung tbus Greor^ by the 
coDar of his coronation ; on his head, a wig, and round his temples, 
a wreath of laureL The statue was raised upon a pedestal of white 
Italian marble, 14 feet from the base, which was of black marble 
polished. On the dexter side of the pedestal was curiously carved, 
m basso relievo, all the trophies of^war surrounding the king's 
name, &c. On the sinister side was carved the town's arms, die 
names of the mayor, recorder, and sheriff. On the ends was the 
representation of a sea-fight, and the whole surrounded with iron 
puisadoes. It was the work of Mr. William Larson, was approved 
of by Sir Christopher Wren, and cost the town £800. sterling. 
In ^vember, 1688, when the town received the Lord Luroley, 
and declared for the Prince of Orange, and a free parliament, this 
statue was demolished by the mob, who dragged the statue and its 
horse upon the Quay, and turned them over into the river. This 
statue was afterwards cast into a set of bells, as appears by the 
following extract from the common-council books : — " April 1, 
1695, l3i Saints' parish humbly requests the metal of the statue 
(of James II., on Sandhill), towards the repair of their bells." St. 
Andrews' parish made a similar reauest. " Ordered, that All 
Saints' have the metal belonging to the horse of the said statue^ 
except a leg thereof, which must go towards the casting of a new 
beU for St. Andrew's parish." A print of this statue was published, 
price St., at Newcastle, by Joseph Barber, music and copper-plate 
printer. Mr. Barber's proposals for this print were circulated in 
June 1742 ; and its bemg ready for delivery, was announced b^ 
the following advertisement^ February 19, 1743 : — << This day is 
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published, and ready to be delivered to the Eubscribers, dedica 
to John Simpson, esq., mayor, and the recorder, aldermen, i 
BherifT, &c., ot' Newcastle, by Joseph Barber, copper-plate piin 
ill Mumble's Buildings, Newcastle, being just arrived from Lone 
the curious copper-plate print of the equestrian statue of King Ji 
11^ (printed on two large sheets of Genoa paper) which was ei 
cd on the Sandhill, and destroyed at the Revolution by a (iiri 
mob. Taben from an original painting, and illustrated with i 
200 coats of arms, neatly engraved, being the arras of such of 
subscribers as came to hand in time." These which were on 
sides of the plate, ai^r tlie subscription copies were taken 
were cut from it, and sold at 2j. 6d. each, together with 100 
pressiotu, " for pasting on the inside of books." 
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Inscriptioh upon the Pedestal. 

Jaices ike 11. 

Bp ike Grace €f God, 

of Great Britain^ 

Pramee a$ui Irekmdy 

IRngy Drfender cfihe Faitk, 

Sir William Creagk^ Knighiy 

Mayor, 

Samuel Gill, Esq., 

Skeriff, 

1688. 

As the date 1685, on Barber's print and subsequent publicationsy 
is eridentlv erroneous, it is here corrected. 

1688,f — ^Tlie meetine^house belonging to the society of friends, at 
Sunderland, was dem^ished, and the interior part consumed by a 
lawless rabble, as appears by the following}—^ Anno 1688 — At 
Sunderland, on the l^Dtb of December, between eight and ten at 

night, W S , W H , and G §— , masters 

mSi mariners ; E ■ R— , and J M , fitters, all of that 

town, broke two locks, entered the meeting-house, then the copy- 
hold estate of William Maud, pulled out a form and went away. 
About one of the dock the same night, they returned with a rabble 
of boys and the baser sort of the people, and broke open tlie house 
i^;ain, pulled up and burnt the floors, doors, and windows, seats 
imd roof of the house, totally demolishing it before eight next 

morning. About which time the said W S— , marched in 

front or the rabble with his sword by his side, when they broke the 
windows of several houses of the people called quakers, as they 
passed the streets." 

1689. — An act of parliament was passed for establishing a court 
of conscience at Newcastle, and in the reign of King George 11. 
it was ordered that after the 1st of January, 1755, it should be a 
public act. 

1689. — ^This year, a great part of Morpeth was burnt by accident. 
The loss was estimated at £3,500. 

1690 (May 12^.— Died, Mr. John Rushworth, author of the 
'< Histoncal CoUections." He was a native of Northumberland, 
and bom about the year 1607. After studying at Oxford, he 
entered himself of Lincoln's Inn, and became a barrister. Being 
fond of state affiurs he constantly attended the councils and courts, 
and during the civil war travelled for information. He was assistant- 
clerk of tne House of Commons, and secretary to General Fairfax, 
his reUition. On the 14th of March, 1652, he was admitted to the 
freedom of the corporation of Newcastle. In 1677, sir Orlando 
Bridgman, lord-keeper of the ^eat seal, apnointed him his secre- 
tary. He served m five parliaments for Berwick upon Tweed. 
Many were the opportunities he had of enriching himself, but 
either through carelessness or extravagance, he never became 
masteir of any considerable possessions. He dragged out the last 
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six veara of his life a prisoner for debt, in iJie King's Beudi, when 
be uied, and was buried behind the pulpit in St. George's churdl 
Southwarlc. He had several daughters, one of whom was marri 
to Sir Francis Vane. 

1691 (JtUy 2SJ. — Henry Cavendish, duke of Newcastle, diei| 
and having no male Issue, Uiat honour became extinct in the mal« 
line of the family, but John Holies, earl of Clare, who had married 
Margaret Cavendish, his third daughter, was promoted to the dig- 
nity of marquis of Clare and duke of Newcastle upon Tyne, 

Aiiffust 26. — Died, Sir John Duck, baronet, and on the 31st, 
was buried at St. Margaret's church, in the city of Durham, 
was the wealthiest burgess whom Durham ever produced. Hk 
birth, patronage, &c., remain in impenetrable obscurity. He 
bred a butcher under John Heslop, in defiance of the whole cra^' 
in whose books there still exists a gentle reprimand to Heslop 
" to forbear to selt John Ducke on works in the trade of abutdier* 
on paine of 39^. lid." John Duck, however, was born to greaU 
ness, and grew rich in spile of the butchers, and married either the 
sister or the daughter of his benefactor ; and was created a baronet 
by King James II. He built a splendid mansion-house in Silver 
Street, m the city of Durham, and in I66d, founded and endowed 
' an hospital at Great Lumle^, for twelve ancient widows or spinsters. 
In a principal upper-room m the former, a painting on pannel still 
exists, recording his happy rise to fortune. The baronet, thai 
bumble Duck, cast out by llie butchers, stands near a bridge in so 
attitude of despondeni^y, and in the air a raven is seen bearing ia 
its bill a piece of money, which, according to tradition, fell at hit 
feet, and which being " put out to use" was the nucleus on whldl 
he wound a splendid fortune. On the riglit is a view of the mao- 
eion in Silver Street, and on the \e\\ the hospital at Lumley. Thil 
mansion house has been many ^ears known by die sign of ibh 
Black Lion. From some informality, Duck was denied his freedotn^ 
till 1680, when in the year of his mayorality, he was admitted of' 
tlic butchers' company. December li, 1695, Lady Duck died, and 
was buried beside her husband. Tiiey lefl uu issue. 

This year, the present mansion-house of the mayor of Newcastle, 
.in the Close, was be^n to be built, and cost the corporation in 
building £6,000. besides the furniture. 

1692 fjali/ 12^.— -Mention occurs of " a cross at the Flesh- 
market," Newcastle. Here also stood a pillory. 

December 2. — Died, John March, vicar of Newcastle, and a n^-i 
live of that town. He was an admirable scholar, a man of strict 
piety, and a most powerful preacher. The last sermon he preached 
was from the epis^e to the Hebrews, chapter ii., verso 3. Hoto 
sfialt we escape, if we ntgUct ao great salvation ? This sermon he 
preached on the morning of Sunday, November 27, and on the Sua- 
day following, he was burled. This sermon with eleven others rf " 
Mr. March's, were published the year after his death, by Dr. Jolm 
Scott, author of the Christian Life, who wrote the preface to 
recommend ihem. A portrait of Mr. March, engraved by Sturii 
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ii prefixed to these sennoiiB. This voiiime was printed in London 
«&r JMsrC ClavM^ and sold by Jo9^ Hall, bookseller on Tyne 
firidge^ Newcastle ; where the author's picture in lam and smaQ 
pi^ier are to be sdd alone, lOSS." Several sermons of Mr. March's 
were published in his life-time. 

16^. — ^Waggon ways were now first used on the river Wear, 
bj Thomas ASan, esq., of Newcastle, who amassed a large fortune 
ia the o^ieries and purchased estates, a part of which sdll retains 
the name of Allan's FkUU, near Chester-le-Street. 

Sqdgmber d« — Mr. Frappart, a Dutchman, was executed at 
Durhsm» for killing Mr. Newton* 

1694j^iS;». 16^.— Zofd Atkinson, of Cannywood Side, was kil- 
led by KalfMi Maddison of l&otley Bridge. He was afterwards 
hai^Kd £or the murder. 

'Dus year, a cause came on in the Exchequer, the mayor and 
burgesses of Newcastle, plaintiffii ; the dean and chapter of Dur- 
ham and Samuel Shepherd, defisndants. A trial was directed on 
the two following issues : 1st, the defendants could not lawfully 
erect or use a bulast quay or wharf at Westoe, or Jarrow Shike, 
without the license of the mayor and burgesses of Newcastle : 2d, 
the erection of such ballast quay at Westoe, or Jarrow Slake, would 
be a detriment to the river ; and in June, 1697, a verdict was found 
on both issues for the plaintifis, and the court granted a perpe- 
tual injunction, to stop the defendants, and every of them from 
erecting any ballast quay or wharf in the above places. March 
7, 1698, the dean and chapter appealed to the house of lords, which 
^»peal was dismissed, May 7, the same year, and the order in 
Bvour of the corporation of Newcasde confirmed. In Jarrow 
S3ake, the royal navy of the Saxon king, Egfrid, is said to have 
rode at anchor. 

The vicarage house in Westgate Street, Newcastle, was repaired 
and enlarged by the Rev. Dr. Ellison, Uie then vicar. Accord- 
ing to Bourne, <' there is a hall belonging to this house, built 
in a very grand and stately manner, according to the hospitality of 
the times it was built in. In particular, it was the place where the 
vicars of Newcastle were wont to entertain the inferior ofiicers of 
churches, the clerks, sextons, &C., at the season of Christinmas.*' 
This house was plundered by the Scots after the siege of the town 
in 1644. 

1695 (April 2). — An act for the better admeasurement of keels 
and keel-boats, in the port of Newcastle, received the royal assent. 
The following is extracted from the register of St. Andrews*, 
in Newcastle : — << April 24th, 1695, were buried, James Archer and 
his son Stephen, who, in the month of May, 1658, were drowned 
in a coal-pitt in the Galla-Flat,* by the breaking in of water from an 
dd waste. The bodys were found intire afVer they had lyen in the 
water 36 years and 1 1 months.*' 

* There were collieries at Ilejgrove, Westfidd, and Gallow-flat, near Els- 
wick, 90 earl J as ]330, rchkh sec. 
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1695^— The chapel of Old Bewick, near a village of that oamey 
overhaogiDg the pastern bank of the river Til], in the pariah af 
Eglingham, In Northumberland, which is entirel j in ruins, amears 
from die following inscription over the west door, to have been 
repaired in the above year : — ** This chappell repaired at dbe chaige 
of Ralph Williamson, esq. anna domini, 1695." 

1696 (Aug. SJ^ — About six o'clock in the evening ** a sad and 
lamentable fire" broke out in Gateshead, wfaidi suddenly burnt 
down and consumed the dwelling house of Henry Holmes. It dso 
did great damage to the houses of Thomas Potts, widow Hutton, 
and several others, destroying many rich goods, wares, and house- 
hold furniture, amclmtmffto Uie value of one thousand two hundred 
and fifty five pounds. The judges of assize, sir Edward Waid, 
knt, and Sir John Turton, knt., then upon the northern circuit, 
having) in passing down Gateshead, been eye witnesses of this 
calamitous visitation, recommended the case of the sufierera to the 
archbishop of York, the bishop of Durham, the bishop of Choter, 
and the bishop of Carlisle, wno ordered coUections to be made 
in the various churches of their dioceses for the relief of the suf» 
ferers. 

1697 {Jan. 9f7J,r^8iT John Fenwick of Wallington, in Northum- 
berland, was beheaded on Tower-hill, London, upon suspicion of 
being engaged in a plot to assassinate King William HI. Sir John 
was a member of parliament in 1660, and of the successive pailm- 
ments of Charles tl., and James II. He was a man of considerable 
talent, and romantically attached to the house of Stuart. He alie- 
nated the estates of a long line of ancestry ; was attainted of high 
treason, and beheaded ; but he had splendid traits in his character, 
and good men pitied his death on account of the harsh and uncon- 
stitutional measures by which it was accomplished. After the 

Seat fire in London in 1666, he built the great hall in Christ's 
ospital, in which the boys dine and sup. His restless spirit had 
led nim, in the year 1694, to assist in concerting plans for the 
restoration of King James IL ; but, in 1696, finding that govern- 
ment was acquainted with his proceedings, he set out for France, 
but was apprehended at New Romney, in Kent, committed to the 
Tower, and indicted at the Old Bailey for " compassing and imagine 
ing the death and destruction of the king^ and adhering to his 
enemies,'* He was aflerwards condemned by a law made on pur- 
pose to stain the scaffold with his blood — ^made after the crime was 
done, for which he was accused by a guilty approver. One act of 
mercy was allowed to Sir John ; he was not dragged through the 
streets to be hanged at Tyburn, as the law required ; but the king, 
in consideration, it is supposed, of the high rank of Lady Fenwick, 
(Lady Mary Howard, eldest daughter of Charles, earl of Carlisle), 
omitted all execution of the act of forfeiture, except beheading him 
on Tower-hill. He met his fate with great firmness and composure, 
in the 52d year of his age. His body was buried near the altar of 
St. Martin's church, London, on the following day, near tliose of 
his three sons. 
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1696 fJufy 5 J* — An act was passed for the better sufqply ing the 
town of Newcastle with fi^esh water. 

1699 fjpril 23>[.— Upon St George's day there fell haQ in and 
irixmt Duriumi five inches in diameter. 

Una Tear, a fire happened in Sandgate, in the suburbs of 
Newcastiie. 

The market-cross at Morpeth was built this year. 

About the dose of the 17th century, the old market-cross at 
Darliwton, was built by ladj Brown, widow of Sir Richiurd Brown. 
La dy Br own was first mamed to Michael Bladcett, second son of 
Sir William Blackett, of Newcastle, 2d, to Sir Richard Brown of 
London, bert, and, 3d, to Dr. John Moore, bishop of ELj. Lady 
Brown, was adaughter of Alderman Barnes, of Newcastle. 

1700 (Jnfy 29^^— >The keelmen petitioned the common-councfl 
of Newoutle, for a piece of ground whereon to erect themselves 
sn hoqiitaL August 23, the hoastmen made an order, that the 
lease for the above ground, which was sealed and executed on the 
4thof October foll(ming,diould be tdcen in the name of the gover- 
nor, wardens, and fraternity of hoastmen, for the use and benefit 
of Uie keelmen. The charge of this hospital, which was finished 
in 1701, amounted to above two thousand pounds, towards the 
defiraying of which each keelman paid four pence a tide. 

AmguU 9d — ^Lord Crewe, bishop of Durham, and his lady, 
arrived in the city of Durham from Auckland palace, and were met 
by a larse company of gentlemen and tradesmen. The streets 
and windows were filled with people, and' all the trades' banners 
were displayed. 

In December, this year, a society appears to have been establish- 
ed in Sandgate, in the suburbs of Newcastle, for the reformation 
of manners, consisting of twenty keelmen, who had entered into an 
i^greement to exert themselves in preventing tippling upon the 
£yrd's day, and keeping Sandgate free of inmates. 

1700. — The chapel at Belford, in Northumberiand, was erected 
this year. 

A free school, was this year, founded and endowed with several 
benefiK^tions at Allendale, in Northumberland. 

1701 (Jam. 9J^ — The school, at the anchorage, in Gateshead 
church-yard, was founded by Theophilus Pickering, S. T. P., rector 
of Gateshead. 

August 22. — Mr. John Fenwick, of Rock, in Northumberland, 
stabbed Ferdinando Forster, esq., one of the representatives in par- 
liament for that county, between the White Cross and a thorn tree, 
whidi stood at that time in Newgate Street, in Newcastle. The 

Quarrel arose about some fiunily matters at dinner, at the Blade 
[orse inn, near the White Cross, which was then the best inn in 
Newcastle. Fenwick challenged the other to fi^ht, and as they 
went out, being behind Forster, he stabbed him m that situation. 
This happened during the assizes. Fenwick was hanged on the 
25th of September following, at the White Cross, and dl the gates 
of the town were shut during the execution, for firar of a rescue 
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, from the people of the north, with whom the name ul' Fenwick wi 
held in preal veneration. 

The following is from the late Alderman Hornhy's MS. notes I 
Brmid : — " Tlie account given in this note' is entirely erroneov 
as I think 1 have BufBcient authority to say, from the iiiformatii 
of several rcsi>ectablc old persons, who either lived nl that time a 
soon ofler, and of course likely to be much better ini'omied of Iht 
truth than Mr. Brand ever had an opportunity of being. Indeett 
I make no scruple to add, that bis account comes from aometluiic; 
of a tradition handed down amongst low, vulgar, and uninfomiM 
persons. I shall take for my principal authority, the late Edwaif 
ColUngwood, esq., recorder of Newcastle, toho informed me that h]| 
fatlier was present when the quarrel liappened. The company coi^ 
eisted of the whole or part of the grand jur^ of Northumberland 
Bud probably, during that state of conviviality which prevailed 
much on tliese occasions about that period, Mr. Fcnuick came m 
singing a favourite party song, the burthen of which was " Sif 
John Fenwwk's (Ae^/toffcramon^MMn,'' this brought on somealtei^ 
cation betwixt him and Mr. ForsCer, but the company interfering^ 
the matter was supposed to be quite settled. The next moming 
the parties mut accidentally near the White Cross, the nltercationi 
was renewed, swords were drawn, and Mr. Forster killed. I haw 
been told by other autliorities, tliat Mr. Fcnwick was taken ia thai 
garden behind Gallowgate or Sidgate, that at his execution * 

Rates of the town were shut for fear of a rescue, and tliat he 

hanged upon a pieec of timber fixed betwixt the gaol and tha 
gaoler's house. He was tlie owner of Kenton, where, and in thf 
neighbourhood, collieries were then wrought, and the apprehen- 
sion was from the pitmen." 

1 702 (Mcerch %) The alms-houses in Sedgefield, were founded 

by Mr. Tliomas Cooper, sur^on, in that toun, for five poor men 
and five poor women, being of the age of ti<\y years at least. Ths 
slms-houses are a range of low brick buildings on tlic north aide of 
the church. The founder's arms are in the centre. 

March 14. — The Princess Anne, of Denmark, was proclaimed 
queen of England, in the city of Durham, by the bishop and pn^ 
bends, the mayor andaldenncn attendmg, amidst a great concourse 
of spectators. 

In tlie beginning of the 19th century, a conl-mine near Benwel^ 
in Nortliumberland, took fire at a candle, and burned near tliir^ 
years. Its progress was small at first, but it ailerwards acquired 
BO great strengtii, as to spread into tlie Fenliara grounds, and bantt 
out in the manner of a volcano, in near twenty places. It covered 
the furze in its way with flour of sulphur, and cast up pieces of 
sal ammoniac six inches brood. 

1703. — In the register of burials belonging to St. Andrew's 
church, in Newcastle, there is the following most horrid entry :— 
" Aug. 8, 1703, Elizabetli Sharper, who lived in Sidd-gatt, rip opio 

■ Note g, Bnmd's Hiator; of Newcistle, Vol. II. pag? S04. 
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her owin belle with a pare of sesers. The wound was six inches 
long, and her pudens cam out and lay on eadi side of her, and was 
buried, August 8, 1703«" The following particulars are from the 
MS. Life of Alderman Barnes : — ^ Elizabeth Sharper was well 
respected by her neighbours, and lived with her sister to a great 
age unmamed, only it was whispered she bore a child to another 
woman's husband in her younger years. When she had reached her 
80th year of age, she fell at once into a deep despair, there was no 
outward canse by losses or other calamities, that could be assigned 
as the occasion of it : — most, if not all the parish clergy of New- 
castle visited her, but no comfort they could offer ever staid with 
her. She confessed her bearing a btutard, which was taken from 
her body, and she believed was murdered She ript up her belly 
with a pair of scissars, and pulled her bowels out with her hand. 
A surgeon put them in their place again and sewed up her belly. 
She had her reason and senses perfectly, and lived and died in a 
house that belonged to Mr. Barnes." For another horrid instance 
of self-destruction, see Odober^y 1763. 

1705 (Sqp. 2b J 4 — ^Alexander Robinson was appointed by the 
corporation of Newcastle to be the << common executioner in hang- 
ing of felons, putting persons in the pillory, clearing the streets of 
swine, and to doe and perform all other matters bSonging to the 
{dace and duty of Hougher.'* This personage is called << Whipper 
and Hougher," from his having to whip delinquents, and cut 
the houghs, or sinews of the houghs, of swine that were found in- 
flating die streets of the town. This was a very barbarous duty, 
now disused. 

A chapel was built at Winlaton (said to be on the foundation 
of St. Ann's chapel, destroyed in the rebellion of the earls in 1569), 
capable of containing 800 persons. It was for the accommodation of 
the workmen under Sir Ambrose Crowley, by whom and his suc- 
cessors very extensive works were carried on at this place and 
Swalwell until the peace in 1815, when the works diminished, and 
soon afler the chapel fell into decay, upon the site of which a large 
school room was erected by subscription, aided by gifts from the 
national and diocesan school societies, and from Liord Crewe*s 
trustees. The church service was voluntarily performed in this 
school-room until the new church was built. 

This year, there was an attempt made to procure an act of par- 
liament to make the river Wear navigable, and to build a pier or 
piers at Sunderland ; upon which occasion the corporation of New- 
castle requested their members to oppose the intended bill, and 
Srevent its passing into a law. The royal assent was given to this 
ill, June 22, 1717. 

The charity school of St. Nicholas', Newcastle, was this year 
founded by Mrs. Eleanor ADan for forty boys and twenty girls. 
The school-house, in the Manor Chare, was built by the corpora- 
tion, in 1786. The boys, on the erection of the Clergy Jubilee 
School, were removed thither. 

VOL. I. 8 
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1705« — This year, the chari^ school of St John's,' in Newcastle^ 
was founded by Mr, John Ord. 

Tliis year, the whole house of commons were ordered to 
attend Queen Anne with an address to request orders for putting 
the town and port of Newcastle, into a state of defence. 

1706 (Dee. 19 J^ — George Peacock, of Aislel^r, was buried at 
Sadberge, in the county of Durham, aged near 1S8 years. 

This year, it was in agitation to remove the rocks at the entrance 
of the nver Tyne, called the ^ Black Middens" which had long 
been complained of as nuisances to the navigation of that river. 
Tliis has never yet been accomplished, although they are so dan- 
gerous and destructive to the shipping. 

1707 (January)^ — Died Sir Ralph Delaval, a brave admiral, 
bom at North Dissington, in Northumberland. He entered very 
early into the navy, and under the patronage of the Duke of York, 
rose regularly in rank until he became captain of the York, a third- 
rate man of war, which station he held at the revolution. King 
William raised him to the rank of rear-admiral, and conferred iqxm 
him the honour of knighthood. Soon after this he was made vice- 
admiral of the blue, and 1692, he was promoted to be vice-admiral 
of the red. In the glorious battle off La Hogue, the 19th of 
May this year, he did his duty with great reputation, and de- 
stroyed some of the enemy's largest ships. Soon afler Uiis, party 
intrigue so far prevailed, as to be the means of laying the invalu- 
able services of this gallant admiral aside, afler which he lived 
privately as a country gentleman. His remains were interred in 
Westminster Abbey. 

April 21. — An address was presented to Queen Anne, from the 
officers of the corporation of Newcastle, congratulating her miyes- 
ty on the happy union of the two kingdoms of £ngland and Scotland. 

July 3. — At this time there was a mutiny among the skippers or 
keelmen of the river Tyne. 

The floor and aisles of St. Andrew's church, in Newcastle, were 
this year flagged. Before this time it had an earthen floor. 

At this time, Newcastle races were run on Killingworth moor. 

1708. — Sir William Blackett, bart,, founded St. Andrew's charity 
school, in Newcastle, and the first boy entered the school in January 
this year. It was for thirty boys. The son of the founder, about 
the year 1719, made an additional endowment, for the purpose of 
clothing them. 

1709 (March). — The keelmen mutinied at Newcastle, they held 
out for several weeks, and prevented the keels from working upon 
the river, to the great annoyance of the coal trade. 

April 7. — The society of the sons of the clergy was established in 
Newcastle. Mr. Nathaniel Clayton, merchant, and Mr. Deodatus 
Therlkeld, were its chief promoters and first stewards. At the fiirst 
meeting, Sept. 5, 1709, the subscription amounted but to five 
pounds. Sept. 14, an attempt of the like kind was made in North- 
umberland, for the benefit of the two deaneries of Alnwick and 
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Bamborough. In 1725, the society in Newcastle, and the above» 
fer die benefit of the two deaneries, were united. In 1773, it was 
ig;reed upon that the anniversary meetings of this society should in 
Ibtiire be held alternately at Durham and Newcastle. The first 
meetiiig held at Durham was in 1774. 

1709.* — ^The charity school of All Saints' parish in Newcastle, for 
fiirty-one boys and seventeen girls, was founded by voluntary sub- 
Kription. The same year, the corporation gave a piece of ground in 
Ae Manors, whereon to build a soiool house. 

The following is extracted firom the burial register of Hunstan- 
wordi, in the county of Durham, under Nov. 4, this year, << Ann, 
duster of James Collin, who was eighteen years of aee, and 
never diewed bread ; of stature not above a three years' old child, 
die thickest part of her arms and legs not exceeding the thickness 
of a man's thumb." 

Hub year, application was made to parliament and leave obtained 
to bring in a bill to make the river Tvne navigable firom Newbum 
to Hexham ; but, the corporation of Newcastle, opposed the mea- 
lure as likely to be ruinous to their port. Several unsuccessfiil 
tttempts have since been made. The public attention has recently 
been drawn to a railroad between Newcastle and Carlisle, and an 
act of Parliament obtained for this purpose in 1829. 

1710 (June 5). — The foundation stone was laid of a new church 
St Stockton. This edifice was consecrated by Bishop Crewe, August 
21, 1712. It is a spacious structure of brick, the doors and windows 
coped with freestone ; the tower at the west end is eighty feet high, 
and has a ring of six bells. A clock and chimes were added in 
17S6. The church is regularly stalled with oak. There are two 
galleries ; that on the west has an excellent organ, erected in 1759 ; 
the north gallery was added in 1748. The additional piece of 
ground to the cemetery was consecrated by Bishop Trevor, July 
20, 1770. During the episcopacy of Bishop Poore, who died in 
1234, a chapel of ease was erected at Stocxton, which becoming 
ruinous, and too small for the increased number of inhabitants, was 
taken down, and this church built in its stead. 

June 10. — A petition was ordered to be forwarded to Queen 
Anne, concerning a riot of the keelmen in the port of Tyne. They 
had put an entire stop to the coal trade. 

This year, the gallery at the north side of St. John's church, in 
Newcastle, was built. The porch was also rebuilt this year:— 
Thomas Fletcher, Robert Percival, John Quincy, and John Fair- 
lam, being then churchwardens. 

1711 (Jan. 15 J. — Mr. Jacob Bee, the chronologist, was buried at 
§t. Margaret's church, in the city of Durham, at which place he 
was bom in 1636. He was brought up to the sister arts of skinner 
and glover, and flourished in his native city for nearly three quar« 
ters of a century. " Bee's Diary," is a very curious collection of 
local occurrences, stated in very quaint and homely language, 
nevertheless his veracity has never been questioned* He was a 
humble, but indefiitigable chronologist, thereby handing to posterity 
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many events which would otherwise have heen lost, but lor this in- 
dustrious Bee. Ill the latter part of his life, he was an outpensioner 
of Sherburn hospital. 

1711 fAuff. i;.— This (lay was published by Mr. John WTiile, 
printer, the first paper entitled tlie Newcastle Courant. It was at llie 
time of its commenceraeot, the only newspaper north of the Trent, 
andifor several years, puNished three times a-week. It was not com- 
menced being numbered until Saturday, May the first, 1 725, when 
Number 1. appeared in demy 4to. (4 pages), price two-pence, in- 
cluding stamp one halfpenny. This paper, which has ever since 
been published on the i^aturday, contains in its present enlarged 
form, upwards of a dozen times as much intbrmntion as in 172o, 
and is only cliarged sevenpcnce, including a stamp duty of four- 
pence. It is still published under its original title, by Mr. Edward 
Walker. See Janvary 26, 1769. 

Stockton was originally a chapelry to Norton, a pleasant village 
about two miles to the north, but was constituted a distinct parish 
in the above year. 

This year, Denton Tower (part of the town's wall at the west 
end of the postern) which is the hall or meetinc house of the in- 
corporated company of wallers, bricklayers, and plasterers, of New- 
castle, was repaired for this purpose at their expence, Richard 
Fletcher and William Johnson wardens. Previous to this time 
their place of raeetmg was in the White Friar Tower. They have 
an ancient mutilated ortUnory belonging to them, which Mr. Brand 
had not seen, as h6 makes no mention of it, but quotes a modem 

The gallery at the west end of St. Andrew's church, in New- 
castle, was erected this year, at llie charge of the parish. 

1712 ('jtfay 9^. — The free school belonging to the Trinity-hontc 
in Newcastle, was ordered by tlic master and bretliren, for the ub 
struction of the children. The school-house was rebuilt in 17&S. 

The dwellers on the north road were surprised by the jpheao- 
Ricnon of a vehicle which traversed the distance between London 
and Eldinburgh, in the brief space of a fortnight. The comnie[ic&- 
ment of this surprising novelty was thus announced in the Newcaatle 
Courant for October, 1712: — "Edinburgh, Berwick, Newcastle, 
Durham, and London stage-coach begins on Monday the IStb 
October, 1712. All that desire to pass from Edinbro' to Londoo, 
or from London to Edinbro', or any place on that rood, let them 
repair to Mr. John Baillie's, at the Coach and Horses, at the Head 
of the Connongatc, Edinbro', every other Saturday, or to the Black 
Swan, in Holborn, every other Monday, at both of which pliicea 
they may be received in a Stage-Coach, which performs the whole 
journey in thirteen days witliout any stoppage Hf God permit), 
liaving eighty able horses to perform the whole stage, ^cb 
passenger paying £4. 10«. for the whole journey, allowing each 
passenger SOIbs. weight, and all above to pay Gd. per pound. The 
coach sets off at sue in tlie morning. Performed by Henry 
Harrison, Nicm. Speiohl, RoflT.GARflE, Rich. CnoEi." Tliia, 
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iheB ft wcader, is bat a nafl-like pace compared to the preient mode 
if pefffinBiiig the same diatance. 

1713^^ — Heatoo haD, about two mOes east of NewcMtle, was 
Ut. It is the seat of Sir Matthew ^liite Ridley, bart^ whoae 
yaadfioher, from deswns famished by Mr. Newton, of Newcastle, 
flehiteety gaire the bouding its present elegant appearance, by add- 
mg the two towers, and filing the front with stone. The mode 
rains oNm the hill tm> at Byker. were buOt as ornamental objects 
fiom Heaton halL Tradition relates that King John made Hcaton 
meof the places of his retreat* Rains ofan& building still cany 
im mam €€ Kimg John's paloBe. Sm Dee.7,l5t99. 

1714i«— The first steam engine on the north side of the Trne, is 
■id to hsre been erected at Byker colliery, the property or Ridi. 
Eidleyy Es^ The engineer was the reputed son oi a Swedish 
noMeinan, who taught mathematics at Newcastle. 

1715 (Martk S;.— Died, WiUiam Elstob. the celebrated Sax(m 
scholar. Mr. mstob was the son of Ralph Elutob, merchant ad- 
renturer, ci Newcastle, and bom there, mmi whence he was sent 
to Eton, and fr<Mn thence to Catharine-hall, Cambridge, which he 
soon quitted for Queen's College, Oxford, whence he was elected 
Fellow of University College, July 23, 1096^ Qwen's College it 
should seem, was at that time a nest of Saxon scholars, and to this 
study Mr. Elstob aj^ed himself with extreme diligence. At the 
lequest of Dr. Hickes, he translated into Latin the Saxon homily of 
Lupusy and in 1709, he gave a Latin version of the Saxon homily mi 
St. Gregory's day. His most considerable design was an edition of 
^ Saxon kws, but the publication was prevented by his death, 
hi 1702, Mr, Elstob had been presented by the dean and chapter 
of Canterbury, of which his uncle was prebendary, to the umted 
parishes of St. Swithin, and St. Mary Bothaw, London. This was 
his only preferment; and with the very usual &te of men of letters 
attached to abstruse and unfashionable literature, he complains of 
e^ days, poverty, cold patnms, and neglected efibrts. He died aged 
41 years, after a lingering illness, and lies buried under the altar tude 
of his parish church of St Swithin. See May 30^ 1756. 

April 19. — Dame Mary Calverly, assigned to trustees a bond for 
£1000., which sum she directed to be invested in the purchase of 
lands, Uie rents of which were to be applied in the maintenance of 
a charity to be called the blue coat charity school, which was after- 
wards established at Darlington. 

Odober 6«— Thomas Forster, Esq. M. P. for Northumberkmd, 
with several gentlemen of the same county, fitvourable to the Plre« 
toider, met at a place called Greenrig. They made no stav there 
but rode immediately to the top of a hill called the Water&lls, fhmi 
whence they ought discover any that came either to join them or 

rHie them. Tney had not been long there before thqr discovered 
Earl of Derwentwater, who that morning had come from his 
seat at Dilston, with some friends, and his servants mounted upon 
his coach and other horses, and all very well armed. In coming 
from IKlston, they drew their swords on the bridge at Corbridge, 
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and in that state marched dirougfa that tcmn. They halted at Bean- 
front, the seat of Mr. Errington, where there were several other 
gentlemen appointed to meet, who joined the earl of Derwent- 
water, from whence they proceeded in a body to join Mr. Forster. 
On the arrival of the earl of Derwentwater and his party, a short 
council was held, and it was concluded to march to a place called 
Plainfield, near the river Coquet, where they were joined by a^ben 
who came straggling in, and having made some stay there, they 
marched to Rothbury, where they staid all night, and on the 7tn 
their number still increasing, they marched to Warkworth, where 
they remained till Monday &e 10th. On the Sunday Mr. Forster, 
who now stiled himself wneraly sent Mr. Buxton, their chaplam, 
to Mr. Ion, the parson of the parish, with orders for him to prmffuff 
Ae Pretender as kinffj and in the Litany y far Mary^ the queen 
mother^ and all the dutiful branches of the royal family^ and to omd 
the usual natnes of King George^ &e prince, andprincess, which 
Mr. Ion wisely declined ; Mr. Buxton took possession of the church, 
read prayers, and preached. Meanwhile, the parson consulting his 
own safety went to Newcastle, and made the magistrates there ac- 
quainted with what had happened. At Warkworth, the rebels 
openlv proclaimed the Pretender as kme of Great Britain, &c. It 
was done by Mr. Forster in disguise and by the sound of trumpets 
and all the formality that the circumstances and place would admit 
It may be observed, that Warkworth was the first place in England 
where the Pretender was prayed for and proclaimed as king of 
these realms. October 10, the Northumberland rebels marched to 
Morpeth, where several joined them. At Felton, they were aug- 
mented by 70 Scots horse, or rather gentlemen ^om the borders, 
which increased this party to about 300 strong, all horse. During 
the time the rebels were at Morpeth, Mr. Forster received intelli- 
gence that Holy Island castle was seized for the Pretender. 
The rebels were now in a body at Morpeth, promising themselves a 
fine harvest at Newcastle. Mr« Buxton taking upon himself the office 
of herald as well as priest, proclaimed the pretender. A party was 
sent and seized the post at Felton Bridge, and one Thomas Gibson, 
a smith of Newcastle, whom they apprehended and detained as a 

3}y. Having by this time learned the defensible state of Newcas- 
e, they marched to Hexham, where they were joined by some 
more Scots horse. From this place they all marched to a heath or 
moor adjoining Dilston, the seat of the earl of Derwentwater, 
where 'they halted a while to consider whether it would be advisa- 
ble to proceed to Newcastle, but they returned again to Hexham, 
having had certain intelligence from some of their friends in New- 
castle, that even before any regular troops entered that town, the 
m^strates and deputy-lieutenants, having first had some suspicion 
and afterwards positive intelligence of the design of the rebels, 
had effectually prevented it by walling up the gates with stone and 
lime, and raising what men they could, securing and imprisoning 
all papists and suspected persons, arming and encouraging the inha- 
bitants for its defence, exhibiting a very commendable zeal in the 
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■tcfest of the king, and the tenriGe of the towD, and no leas cou- 
« in tiieir applicatton to the defence of the place. They jrot the 
BwCia and train bands, who were ordered to must» on Killing 
worth-moofy near the town, to be taken into it for its bett» defence. 
At die aame time the earl of Scarborough, lord-lieutenant of the 
ooan^ of Northumberland, repaired with his friends to Newcastle^ 
and the gentry of those parts after his lordship's example, mounted 
their neighbours and tenants on horseback, so that the town was 
ML of men, unanimously declaring for King George. An associa- 
tion waa entered into by all parties, both churdunen and dissenters, 
ftr die mutual defence of their lives and estates, and a body of 700 
fohmteera were armed by the town for their guard ; the keelmen 
aho offiered a body of 700 more to be ready at half an hour's 
wamii^, which was accepted at the same time, the association 
ifiirenud was signed by the whole body of the loyal inhabitants. 
In the middle of these u>yal preparations, a battalion of foot, and a 
part of a regiment of dragoons arrived at Newcastle, which dispell- 
ed die fears of the inhabitants. A few days after lieutenant- 
general Carpenter arrived, with Hotham's regiment of foot, Cob- 
ham's, Molesworth's, and Churchill's dragoons. The general now 
began to prepare for attacking the rebels at Hexham . During the 
stay of the rebels at this place, they had not been idle, for they 
seized all the arms and horses they could lay their hands on, espe- 
cially such as belonged to those who were well affected to the king. 
Mr. Buxton went to the clergyman of the town and desired him or 
his curate to read prayers in the name of King James III., this he 
modestly declined, so Mr. Buxton officiated and performed the 
service. The night before they left Hexham they were all drawn 
round the cross in the market-place, where the pretender was pro- 
daimed, and the proclamation fixed to the cross, which remained 
there several days after the rebels were gone. A part of the Scots 
rebels having by this time penetrated into Northumberland as far 
as Rothbury, the Northumberland rebels marched from Hexham 
on the 19th of October, and joined them ; the whole then marched 
to Wooler, and afler a few days stay there they marched to Kelso, 
where they continued from Saturday the 22d to Thursday the 27th, 
meanwhile General Carpenter, with the regiments under his com- 
mand, had marched from Newcastle, and lay at Wooler on the 27th, 
btending to face Kelso the next day, but the rebels being apprised 
of the motions of the king's troops, held a council and determined 
to leave Kelso the next morning, which they did and marched to 
Jedburffh. The same day. General Carpenter entered Kelso, 
which determined the rebels to make a circuitous march through 
the mountains and enter England, by which means they would be 
three days in advance of General Carpenter. The rebels marched 
from Jedburgh on the 29th of October, and reached Hawick, thence 
to Langholm, and Longtown, which had been a long and dismal 
march, being only about nine miles from Carlisle. They halted all 
night at Longtown, and the next day entered England. Having 
learned that Carlisle was ready to oppose them, they marched to 



196 HISTORICAL EEGIBTER OF [a. D. 1715. 

BrampUm, where Mr. Forster opened his commission to ad m 
general in England^ which had been sent him by the earl of Msr^ 
then at Perth. General Carpenter by his forced marches having 
wearied his men, but more his horses for want of good fangs, 
gaining intelligence that the rebels were gone over the mountaiiis, 
which was impracticable for his heavy horse, returned to Newcas- 
tle, where having scarcely refreshed his troops, he received sn 
express that the rebels were inarching to Lancaster, whither lie 
immediately proceeded, and arrived at Preston, where the rebeb 
after defending that place for some time, surrendered to the kings 
troops. The noblemen and considerable officers were sent to Lm- 
don, and led through the streets pinioned and bound tMether. 
James, earl of Dcrwentwater, was beheaded on Tower-hiU, Feb. 
24, 1716. April 10th Mr. Forstcr escaped from Newgate, and the 
next day a reward of £1000. was offered for his apprehension, but 
he reached the continent in safety.* Of all the victims who perished 
in this rash enterprise, none fell more lamented than the young and 
generous earl of Derwentwater. It is generally supposed that the 
unfortunate earFs last request, that of burial wi&i his ancestors wss 
refused ; and that the body was interred in tlie church yard of St 
Giles's, Holbom. However, either a sham burial took place, or 
the corpse was afterwards removed, for it was certainly carried 
secretly by his friends, resting by day and travelling only by night, 
into Northumberiand, and deposited with the remains of his fa&er 
in the chapel at Dilston. Tradition still points out WhUesmodts^ 
near the city of Durham, as one oi* the places where the corpse 
rested, thus avoiding that city. In consequence of much conjec- 
ture having arisen with respect to the earUs body being at DilsUm, 
search was made a few years ago, and the coffin broken open, 
when the body was found after a lapse of a century in a com[^ete 
state of preservation. It was easily recognised by the suture rouod 
the neck, by the appearance of youth, and by the regularity of the 
features. The teeth were all perfect, but several o£ them were 
drawn by a blacksmith, and sold for half a-crown a-piece ; at the 
same time porti<His of tlie coffin were taken away by the curious. 
In consequence of these ravages the vault was soon alter closed up. 
The earl of Derwentwater was an amiable youth ; brave, open, 
generous, and humane. His fate drew tears from the spectators, 
and was a great misfortune to Uie district in which he lived. He 
gave bread to multitudes of people whom he employed on his estate ; 
tlie poor, the widow, and the orplian, rejoiced in his bounty. The 
earl had such assurances given him of his life by his friends, that 
he was under some surprise on being brought to execution. He left 
a paper behind him asserting the justice of the cause he died in. 
Charles RadclifPe, brother to the earl, who had also been in the re- 
bellion, was arraigned at the Exchequer bar at Westminster, May 
8, 1716, for high treason and pleaded not guilty. On the 18th of 
the same montli, he was after a short trial found guilty, and on the 
11th of December, he made his escape out of Newgate. He was 

* Sec May 5, 1771. 
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ttkn at Kft returning to Miist in the rebellioD of 1745^ and be- 
kMied on the 8th of Decenber, 1746, «Aadl MB. At before stated, 
Bdyldrnd was seized for the IVetender by two men only, who 
riumed and performed the following desperate exploit :«— One 
uoodot Erringtooy a man of an ancient ana respectable ftmiljr in 
Mathuuiberlandy and of a bcrfd and enterprising ^irit, entered mto 
1 consp ir acy for seizing this castle for the IVetender, in which, it ia 
ttid, he was promised assistance, not only by Mr. Forster, the rebel 
gmeral, then in arms, but also by the masters of several French 
privateen. At this time, the garrison consisted of a sergeant, a 
corporal, and ten or twelire men only. In order to put this scheme 
into execution, being well known in that country, lie went to the- 
castle, and, after some discourse with the serf;eant, mvited him and 
the rest of the men, who were not immediately on du^, to oar^ 
tike of a treat on board of the ship of which he was master, tnen 
Ijing in the harbour ; this being unsuspectedly accepted of, he so 
vdl plied his guests with brandy, that diey were soon incapable 
ofqiposition. These men being thus secured, he made some pre- 
tence for going on shore, and, with Mark Errington, his nephew, 
retoming again to the castle, they knocked down the centincS, sur^ 
prised and turned out an old gunner, the corporal, and two other 
soldien, being the remainder of the garrison, and shutting the 
gates, hoisted the IVetender's colours as a signal of their success, 
anxiously expecting the promised succours. No reinforcement 
coming, but, on the contrary, a party of the king*s troops arriving 
from Berwidc, they were oblij^d to retreat over the walls of the 
castle, amone die rocks, hoping to conceal themselves under the 
sea^^weeds till it was dark, ana tl^, by swimming to the main land, 
to make their escape. But the tide rising, they were obliged to 
swim, when the soldiers firing at Lancelot as he was climbing up a 
rock, wounded him in the thigh. Thus disabled, he and his nephew 
were taken and conveyed to Berwick gaol, where they contmued 
tiU his wound was cured. During this time, he had digged a bur- 
row quite under the foundations of the prison, depositing the earth 
taken out in an old oven. Through this burrow he and his nephew, 
with divers other prisoners, escaped ; but most of the latter were 
soon after taken. The two Erringtons, however, had the good 
fortune to make their way to the Tweedside, where they found the 
custom-house boat ; they rowed themselves over, and afterwards 
turned it adrift. From thence they pursued their journey to Bam- 
borough castle, near which they were concealed nine days in a 
pea-stock, a relation, who resided in the castle, supplying them with 
provisions. At len^, travelling in the night by secret paths, they 
reached Gatesheafhouse, near Newcastle, where they were secret- 
ed till they procinred a passage from Sunderland to France. A 
reward of £dOO. was now offered to any one who would apprehend 
them ; notwithstanding which, Lancelot was so daring as soon after 
to come into England, and even to visit some of hisftiends in New- 
gate. After the suppression of the rebellion, when every thing was 
quiet, he and his nephew took the benefit of the general psrdon, 
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and returned to Newcastle, where he died about the year 1746, 
it is said, of grief, at tlie victory of Culloden. 

1716 (Jtdy l3;.^ohn Hall, esq., a justice of the peace of 0( 
terburn, in Northumberland, where his ancesttjTE liad been Ioij| 
seated, was executed at Tyburn as a traitor. He had beeo captu 
of a trainband in Queen Anne's time, but enga^ng in the rcbelUc 
of 1715, he was taken prisoner at Preston, in Lancasblre. In 
passage to the place of execution, on a sledge, he gave not the li 
tokens of dismay, but, on the contrary, seemed to have put oa> 
bold resolution, and, in a kind of bravado, now and then tossed ''^ 
hat round his head, as if he gloried In his punishment. He I 
been, for offences against the state, reprieved five times. 

October. — A party of Swiss dragoons, stationed in Newcas^ 



tempted by the wealth of the inhabitants, had formed the dei 
rate resolution of plundering tlie 
English soldiers quartered there. 



rate resolution of plundering tlie town, but were prevented by 
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s digging for stone near Deer-strefl|l 
e discovered an empty stone chest, 
wards of three feet long. Some time allerwards, three more chs 
of a similar form, with covers, were discovered at the same placa 
There were two urns and some fine earth in each, witii some 
coal and human bones, on which were the marks of fire, 
these were two other urns, one large, and the other very snutj^ 
they were of ordinary pottery, and ^n being exposed to the all 
fell in pieces. ^ 

The Carpenterfl' Tower (WalUknoll-gate), so called because 
incorporated company of carpenters, or shipwrights, of Newcaat 
meet in it, was one of the towers of the Koman wall. This a 
pany, in the above year, took down the upper part of it, which t] 
rebuilt. Before taken down, ttiis portion was much of the ei 
size, model, and stone with the tower of Ilutchester, in Northi 
berland, which was certainly one of the towers of the Roman wai 

1716. — In crearing away a heap of rubbish from an old found 
tion at Lanchester, in the county of Durham, was found a gol 
plate, extremely thin, weighing just two guineas. It is in the 
thedral Ubrary at Durham. Numerous Roman altars, coins, 
have been dug up at Lanchester. Near this place is a remorl 
entire Roman camp. The church here, dedicated to the Virgin, 
a neat structure, of considerable antiquity ; tlie east window * 
been filled with painted glass. 

1718 f'Jiin. ISJ. — Died, Sir Samuel Garth, poet and physicit 
He was born at Bolam, in the parish of Gainforth, in the county < 
Durham. He became fellow of the College of Physicians, and ob> 
tained much celebrity for his poem entitled " The Dispensaiyi^ 
which he published during the contention generated by the edie| 
passed in July 1687, for giving gratuitous advice to the neighbour- 
ing poor. His active benevolence and extensive charities deserrg 
the greatest praise. He was buried in the church at Harrow-om 
the-hill, near London. " His death," observes Pope, in a lettq| 
written shortly after, ■> was unaffected enough to have made a saini 
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era plHlofophar fmaoB^ if ev«r there wu a good christian withoat 
kaomog himaelf to be bo, it was Dr. Garth." 

17ia— The Bkie-coat achod, in the city of Durham, was founded, 
la 1736, aix gMs were added. The numbers have since increased. 

1719 (Jam. S^.— Died, Mr. Richard Coates, who kft his whole 
cftcCa la the pansh of Pooteland for a charity school. Mrs^Coales, 
oo the death of her husband, built the school-house. 

Jmm 13^— Richard Ward, aged 105, or ntore, was buried at 
Hartlepool. 

Sqfiembtt Sw*— This year, Sunderhmd church was consecrated by 
John Robinson, bishop of London ; Lord Crewe beins then abo?e 
80 yean dd. Dr. AAangey, dean of Durham, preached uie consecra- 
tion sermon. 

Hie Low meeting-house, on the north-east side of Hide HOI, 
Berwick, was built this year. 

Hiis year, Berwick barracks and governor's house were built 
They have since been much repaired and improved. These were 
the first barradcs erected in Great Britain. 

1721 (Jume SJ — Being Thursday in Whitsunweek, the first 
gold cup, given by the corporation of Newcastle to be run for upon 
the town-moor, was won by Mr. R. Raikes. 

Stpttmbtr 18. — Died, Lord Crewe, bishop of Durham, and who 
was die founder of Crewe's charity at Bamborough. In 1715, the 
bishop's brother-in-hiw, John Forster, esq , M. P. for Northumber- 
land, general of the English part of the rebel army, forfeited hb ex- 
tensive estates, of which Bamborough castle was the principal seat; 
Lord Crewe purchased the whole of the family possessions, then 
vahied at £1,314. per annum, from the government commissioners, 
sad, by his last will, settled the whole oi the revenues on charitable 



Dmstmber 21. — ^Died, Richard Lumley, Lord Lumley, first earl of 
Scarborough. This gallant officer commanded a regiment of horse, 
and had a principal share in gaining the victory of Sedgemore. He 
slso contributed essentially to the success of the clorious revolution 
ia 1688, The many offices of state which he filled witli zeal and 
ability, prove that ne was a nobleman of exalted talents and cha- 
racter. He was lord lieutenant and custos rotulorum of Northum- 
berland, lord lieutenant of Durham, lord lieutenant and custos 
rotulorum of Newcastle, and vice-admiral of tlie sea coasts of 
Dortiam and Northumberland. 

The charity school, at Stockton, was founded by voluntary con- 
tributions, and its revenues have cncrcased by the same nseans, 
and by considerable legacies and benefactions. In 1786, a building 
was erected at the north end of the town, including a dwelling- 
house for Che master and mistress, and separate schools for the boys 
and girls. Hie late George Brown, esq., lefl £1,000. to this charity, 
wlUi which the building was completed in its present handsome 
slate. 

This year, an alms-house for twelve poor persons, on Wearmouth- 
green, was endowed under the will of John ^Bowes, rector, but 
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the (bundation U very trifling, 
free. 

1721 (Juli/ 8/— The river Wear rose higher than had e 
been remembered. This was generally called Slater's Hood, ft 
one Slater, a bailiff of Durham, whose body was brought from Si 
Nicholas' parish for burial at St. Oswald's. The corpse was carrul 
round by Elvet and Hatten Row. i 

lliis year, great part of the town of Wooler, in Norihumberlandl 
was destroyed by fire ; 

Walker estate was this year forfeited to the corporation of Ne* 

The steam engine appears to have been in common use at 
collieries in the north at this lime. \ 

This year, the bishop of Durham (Talbot) appeared on horsebsd 
at a review, in the king's train, in a lay habit of purple, with ji 
boots and his hat cocked, and a black wig, tied behind, like 
tnry officer. 

1723 (Avg. 12^.— At the assizes, at Newcastle, Mr. Ed' 
Riddell, atlnrney, was tried for killing Captain Lilbum in a di 
in the Nuns' garden, in that town, and acquitted, no proof havi 
been made that Mr. Kiddell killed him. 

This year, the steeple of St, John's church, in Newcastle, 
pointed at the expense of tlie corporation, Matthew Featherstoi 
esq., mayor ; and, the same year, the body was pointed at the 
pcnse of the parishioners. 

1724 (May %^). — The church, at Hartlepool, dedicated to 
Hilda, being of very high antiquity, and having become mint 
Bishop Talbot, on the above day, granted his permission to 
down the roof, and cover the church with a flat roof, and the chj 
was ordered to be rebuilt five yards within the walls 
were likewise to be taken away and replaced, and most probal 
the gallery at the west-end waa erected at the same period, f 
entering an unseemly porch from the south, the eye is arrested 
s Saxon, or, more properly a Norman arch, of extreme beauty. 

Oett^ter 21. — About eight o'clock at night, a dreadful fire h 
out in the house of Mr. Joseph Partis, merchant, near St. Nichi 
church, in Newcastle, where, by the explosion of a barrel of ^^ 

Ewder. twelve persons were killed, and about one hundred more < 
IS wounded; one person was blown onto the leads of St. Nichi 
church ; all the windows in the neighbourhood were also broko^ 
but the blast extinguished tlie fire. Another fire occurred in theM 
premises, August 28, 1799, which 

December 14. — Died, in the 15th year of her age, Mrs. Eli 
beth Bowes, wife of George Bowes, esq., of Durham, and o 
daughter of the hon. Thomas Verney, son of the Lord Willoughl^] 
of Broke. December 19, the corpse of Mrs. Bowes was laidM 
■tale, in the Jerusalem chamber, and from thence interred in th*' 
vault called the duke of Ormond's vault, in King Henry the 7th'c4 
chapel, in Westminster Abbey, with great funeral pomp and so 
lemnity. Tlie corpse was received by the choir at the west doot 
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•efcfil noblemen and penont of note attended it to tlie grave, and 
the sub-dean officiated oo the occasion. 

1724.— This jear, the High meeting-house, on the north side of 
the Higb Street^ Berwidc, was built. 

These was a very wet summer this year, in the vicinity of New- 
csstle, and, for tKe most part, the crops of hay and com were 
qwFtlfdT 

1725 fMi^ SJ4 — ^The following copy of an advertisement, in the 
Newcastle Courant of this date, may be considered curious ^— ** On 
Friday in the race wedc, being the 28th of May, at the Assembly 
House, in Westgate, will be raffled for, 12 fine Fans, the highest 
dvee guineas, the worst 5$^ at half a Crown per Ticket Note, 
die lowest throw is to have the second best Fan, value £S,, the 
odier according to the height of the numbers which shall be thrown* 
There will be an assembly after for those who n^e.** I am in- 
finned that the assembly-house at that time was the house at pre* 
sent occupied by William Peters, £sq. 

Jmfy 14.— Jane Gibson, of Sunderland, lefl by will£l,400. to build 
and endow an Hospital for twelve poor persons. This ho^ital 
stands a little east of the church* It consists of a centre and two wm(p« 
Auffusi. — At the assizes, at Durham, John Brown and Chris- 
topher Richardson, were tried before Mr. Baron Price, for attempt- 
ing to poison William Coatsworth, esq., of Park-house, Gateshead, 
their master, bv putting arsenic into his chocolate. They were 
both found guilty, and one o£ them was confined for five years, Uie 
other for three years, and every tenth day of June, being the day 
they attempted to poison their master, they were to be whipped 
ten times about the market place, and every Saturday aller the 
quarter sessions for the peace, they were to stand in the pillory. 
One was Mr. Coatsworth s butler, the other his gardener. 

AMgusi 20. — Thomas Charlton, of Birtlev, north Tync, in Nortli- 
unberland, was executed at Durham, for robbing Elizabeth Whatofi^, 
dku Charlton, of money and other things of value, firing a pistol at 
her, and committing other violences with intent to kill her, after 
which barbarous usage he lefl her for dead. It appeared upon the trisd 
that he had induced this woman to marry liim, when he liad another 
wife living in London, so that he was prosecuted and found guilty 
both of bigamy and robbery. He said little in his defence, save 
only that he could not get nd of her and was forced to marry her. 

September 20.— Sir William Blackett, 
hart of Wallington, in Northumberland, was 
married to lac^ Barbara Villiers, daughter 
of William, earl of Jersey. On the 20tli, 
when the news arrived in Newcastle, tlierc 
were ringiiij^ of bells, bonfires, firing of guns, 
and other £monstrations of joy, which con- 
tinued for two days. At rlexham, there 
were not only several barrels of strong beer 
consumed near a great bonfire, but uic in- 
habitaiits were so vigwaue in ringmg, that 
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ley broke the Fray Bell, which weighed three tons and a half, j 
Shalloe Vaughan, esq., a gentleman of the neighbourhood of 
Wellington, ordered Shafloe Craggs to be illuminated by a great 
number of large tires, which were placed upon the most cooEpi- . 
cuous parts of the Cragga. A large punch liowl was cut in tlie 
most elevated rock, which was filled with such plenty of liquor j 
aa was more than sufficient for the vast crowd of neighbouring in- \ 
habitants, who flocked thither at so uncommon an appearance, and i 
drank healths suited to the occasion, as merrily as they were pro- , 
Lamed by Mr. Vau^an, guns were fired, &c. &c. Tlie licentious J 
■Thomas Wliittell, wrote a nuptial poem on this occasion ; he also 
B*rote " Lines on the death of Sir William Blackett, bart," which 
wccurred on tlie 25th of September, 1728. On the 7th of October, 
Eldi corpse was interred, with great funeral pomp and solemnity, ia 

■ the church of St. Nicholas', in Newcastle : — First came the scholars 
ndonging to St. Andrew's school, which was supported by his Hbe- ', 
Vnlity, singing, all new cloathed in grey, with black caps ; these were , 

■ nUowed by twenty-six mourners, among whom were eight of his i 
■Wnial servants in deep mourning ; after them twelve of his own | 
■vtewards; next, the clergy ofthc corporation, followedby the vicar; i 
I'lfaen tile led horse, and after it the banners ; next came the corpse^ | 
WAe pall being home by eight gentlemen, friends of the deceased ; 
K Aen followed the mayor and aldermen, in their robes, before whom I 
rvere carried the sword and mace, in mourning, then the common : 
I council ; after liicse, upwards of two hundred gcnilemen, to whom 

■ bad been given gloves ; then followed about two thousand freemen, i 
K who had gloves given to them. The stewards of the respective com- , 

■ mnies, in addition to gloves, had mourning rings presented to them, i 
I The procession was closed by a vast number of mourning coachei^ ^ 

■ p^ceded by tliat of the deceased, in mournbg, drawn by six horse*, • 
I tm the forehead of eacli of which was his crest, most curiouslv | 

■ Uazoned. Sir William Blackett, hart., was born February 1 1, 1689^ , 

■ Sras mayor of Newcastle in 1718, governor of the hoastmen's com- i 
Kjtoany from 1725 to the time of his death, and M. P. for that town , 

■ !m>m 1710, during which time he stood four contested elections. 

■ 1725. — Ibis year, Berwick charity school was built. It is said 

■ to owe its rise to the benevolence of a Captain Bolton. 

I 1726.— The porch of St. Andrew's church, in Newcastle, was 
K taken down and rebuilt. Mr. Christopher llutler, Mr. Fenwick ■ 
W Lambert, Mr. Thomas Shevill, and Mr. Fcrcival Bell, church* | 
K wardens. . 

I About this year, while a mason was engaged in clearing the 

■ earth from a rock in llulne Park, about a mile to the uorili-wtml 
K of Alnwick, in order to win stones, he discovered twenty brew 
H sword blades, and sixteen spear heads, lying close to the top of tliet 

■ rock, abont half a yard from the surface, and without any canV 
K'or cover but the soil. Digging about a fijot lower, on the hBl| 
^Plide, he found forty-two brass wedges, or chisels, with n ring near* 
Vftethickcrcnd. From their edges being much battered and broken, 
KA^ were supposed to have been employed by the ancient Brkoos. 
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as chisels for cutting stone, and that they put a wood- 
en shaft in the hoOow end of them, and so drove 
them with a mallet. The shaft, when not employed, 
might be drawn out of the chisel, and by running a 
string through the ring on their sides, several of 
them might be tied together, and conveniently car- 
ried by the workman at his girdle, or otherwise, and 
one shaft serve them alL A little above the phioe 
where these instruments were buried, *^ 1115 was 
deeply and rudely cut in the rock, but these figures 
cannot be supposed to have any relation to what was 
found below. 

1727 fjmne 1)* — ^There was a great flood in the river Wear, 
vhich stopped all communication betwixt Shindifie and the ci^ of 
Durham. The water continued at its height for twelve hours. 
Jane 21, there was another high flood at night, but neither of them 
reached the height €^ SkUers flood, 

Jyne 19. — King George IL was proclaimed at Clifford's Fort, 
North Shields, on which occasion all the cannon were fired, and a 
tri^e discharge of small arms. 

jufy4 — William Stephenson, erocer, in Northallerton, was hanged 
at DiL*ham, for the murder of Mary Fardmg, whom he threw into 
the sea, when pregnant by him, at Hartlepool, near the Maiden's 
Bower. 

October 11. — The coronation of King Georee II. and Queen 
Caroline, was celebrated at Newcastle, with the greatest solem- 
nity, the day was ushered in with the ringing of bells; the ma- 
gistrates, in their scarlet gowns, accompanied bv the common- 
(Dooncil, derffy, and gentry, went from tne Guild-hall to church, 
with music paying and cannons firing, and from thence proceeded 
to the mansion house, where a splendid entertainment was prepared 
for them ; and, after dinner, they repaired to the market-place 
(Sandhill), where a fountain was erected which ran with wine, 
where the magistrates, common council, clergy, and gentry, drank 
the healths of the king, queen, and royal issue, with many other 
loyal healths, in presence of many thousand spectators ; thence they 
went to the Guild-hall, where the healths were repeated with the 
like ceremony as above, and the conduit running wine all the time 
for the popiuace, whilst a great bon-fire, erected u& the market- 
place, was burning, the cannons firing at each health : they after- 
wards returned to the mansion-house, where there was a ball for 
the ladies, and the evening was concluded, with rejoicings, bonfireSf 
illuminations, ringing of bells, and other demonstrations of joy. 

1727^ — Tanfield arch, in the country of Durham, a renuurkable 
structure, was built by Colonel Liddell and the Hon. Charles 
Montague, the founders of tlie partnership now vulgarly called The 
Grand AUieSf to obtain a level for the passage <» coal-waggons. 
It is frequently called Cawsey Bridge, from its being built over the 
^deep and romantic dell of Cawsey bum, near Tanfiem. The span of 
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thc arch is 103 feet; it springs from nbutmeiits about nine feet 
high, an<] being semicircular, tlic entire elevation is ubout 60 feet ; 
it COM £12,000. Tlie architect was Ralph Wood, a common masou, 
who having built a former arch of wood, that fell for want of 
weight, couimitted euiciclc from a. dread of this beautiful Btruclure 
experiencing a similnr fate. On a sun riia), on one of the piers, is 
the following ; — " Ra. Wood, mason, 1727." TTiis arch was buili 
for a wnggon way to a colliery, whicli was set on fire, and has been 
long unvro ({ht II has been many years neglected, and is felling 
to rums The following cm ri'prLSoius this arch. 
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1728 (FA, 2iJ. — The following notice was given : — " Wherea« 
the master and elder brethren of the Trinity-house of Newcastle- 
iqxm Tyne, formerly advertised of the bar being so very much alter- 
ed, that the best of the bar was with the high light-house, a sail's 
breadth open to the southward. Now gives notice according to 
that advertisement, to all masters, pilots, and seamen, that the bar 
is become so very good, that they may now come in as formerly, 
have as much water or rather more than ever, and that they have 
lately been at a very neat expence in building a new light-house, 
and obliged to rebuSd and remove the hi^ light-house; gives 
notice that both will be completed and lights kept in each by the 
25cli of March, 1728. The best and middle of the bar with the 
l^^li (Mnerend* 

JBy 1S«— In consequence of excessive rains, the rivulet which 
fidb hko die river Tyne, at Newbum, came down with such an 
ovMrfidiiiuig force, that it carried away a stable and an oat- 
kib beknunng to Mr. John Charlton, it also drove down John 
Vmkfj^n nml, together with his house and goods, the people in the 
mill Bpmmly escaping with their lives. Some large stones, weigh- 
ing dbont two tons, were brought down by the force of the 
cmvnt* The water overflowed the ends of the bridge at Newbum, 
bodi wardbcM being choakcd up by the trees, stones, &c., which had 
bean torn away by the impetuosity of the water. 

AmamMi 22. — There was a violent storm of wind at Newcastle, 
and.Ae neighbourhood. It blew with such fury that a mill at 
the Cowgate, near Newcastle, was thrown down, in which were 
the mistrets and a man servant ; the latter was killed on the spot, 
and tbe former who was much hurt, was saved with difficulty. 

iSij p iB ift c r 21. — Died, Mr. Francis Place, the celebrated painter 
and eOffiaver, a native of Dinsdale, in the county of Durham, aged 
81. He was articled to a solicitor in London, with whom he con- 
tinued till the year 16G5, when the great plague obliging him to 
leafe the capital, he at the same time quitted the law to indulge 
his inclination for the arts, which he followed at York till liis death. 
He practised painting, designing, etching, and engraving in niczzo- 
tinto. As a painter he excelled in landscape, and the representa- 
tion of (owls, flowers, ainl fish. Charles II. offered him a pension 
of five hundred pounds a year to draw pictures of the royal navy, 
but he declined the flattering proposal, because he could not bear 
confinemenL His plates are mostly portraits and views, which 
last are much valued. There are three heads of this artist extant, 
one by himself, the face only finished ; another by Murray ; also 
one in Walpole's << Anecdotes of Painting'^ 

November 13.^ — About eight o'clock at night, a very alarming 
fire broke out at Pipewellgate, Gateshead, which consumed the 
workshop belonging to Mr. Marley, tallow-chandler, wherein was 
a great quantity of candles, tallow, &c. It being an out building, 
and the wind being still, no further damage was done, although at 
the first it threatened destruction to a great extent. 

This year, the font in Hartlepool church, made of Yorkshire 
VOL. 1. u 
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entroctial or encruial marble, of a chaste and elegant ahapei wM 
the gift of George Bowes, esq. 

1729 fAuff.J. — Al tlie assizes held in Newcastle, there wa», 
trial between the corporation of that town and Sir Henry LJddej 
respecting the paying of tolls, wherein a verdict was given in &van 
of Sir Henry. It was then customary for the judges to go in tfa) 
town's barge, attended b^ the mayor and others of the corporatit^ 
to Tyneniouth. On their return, Mr. JusUce Page, who tried liM 
cause, had some hot words with Henry Reay, esq., then mayM 
relating to the trial, and thereupon the judge threatened to con 
mit the mayor ; and the mayor told the judge he would comnd 
him, being then upon the water and in bis jurisdiction. TH 
squabble was the occasion of discontinuing the custom of going f 
Tynemouth. These aquatic excursions have been again resumed 
and on one occasion a few years ago. one of the judges in Bteppii|| 
into or from the barge, slipped into the water. This gave rise |gU 
the very ludicrous local song, entitled, " JHy Lord Siie." ^ 

August 29. — Two felons, named Kobert Thain, and Bartholai 
mew Young, made their escape from Morpeth gaol. They had bo^ 
been condemned for felony, but were ordered for transportation. 

September 19, — A very violent storm of thunder and lightniiri 
visited Bamardcaatle. The electric 6uid set fire to a bam belong 
ingto Mr. Hcslop, which it consumed with the com therein; ^ 
also tore some llags from the door of a house belonging to Mr. 
Fielding of Startforth, and forced some of them out of dows ; % 
splintered all the \oh boards and broke a dresser, together with I 
close bed all to pieces, one of the posts of which was found strucH 
through a joist of the house; the gable end was cracked, tim 
chimney thrown drown, and a hole made in the wall that wouUi 
admit a man's body. Tlie glass and pendulum were forced out of 
the clock, and what was very providential, two children playing o^ 
the floor of one of the rooms, one of them was thrown on to a bed iH 
some distance, but it received no further damage tlian the frighb I 
This year, a very fine figure in stone of Nc[)tune, presented M 
George Bowes, esq., was erected upon the octagon fountain in tlHG 
market-place in the city of Durham. i 

January 10. — The following notice appeared: — " Newcastle upos 
Tyne, the churchwardens of the parish of Gateshead, with con 
sent of tlie rector and twenty-four, have this week agreed wilK 
Mr. Edward and John Seller, hell-founders in York, for «x naii 
bells against May next, to be approved of by Mr. Michael DawaoM 
Mr. William Usher, Mr. William Turner, and Mr. George MitfoijC 
] all of Newcastle. The tenor, or greatest bell, will be about sixtMM 

^^^B hundred weight. But although there are only six agreed for, yM 
^^^h two more will be cast at the same time to make tlie peal complet^ 
^^^r in hopes that the contributions which at present are considcrsb^ 
^^^H short, may, before tliey are finished, amomit to as much as wiQ 
^^^H satisfy for them." Tlie corporation of Newcastle, the Trinitjia 
^^^H house there, and llic family of Ellison, were the principal bene^ 
^^^1 factors. TIic whole of the bells were new hung in 1773. 
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1790 fMank SX)^ — A man having discharged a gun m the vil- 

itte of Ksvengworth, the wadding fell upon a touched house 

mh took fire^ and in a short time consumed that and several 

odkcn. 

JU^6^— Aa Bilr. George Moore was fishing in the river Tyne at 
F^iewelhaaey Gateshead, he espied something in the water which 
leeDed uke a drowned dog, but the day being clear, and the sun 
dnning, he thought he perceived a face, upon which he threw 
ha line to it (which had but three hairs at the hook^ and hooked a 
OQit, by which he found it was a boy, but the hook loosing hold, he 
wui cast his line and struck him in the temple and drew him to 
uHe, and in less than a quarter of an hour he came to himself. 

Mtf SO. — The right worshipful Henry Reay, esq^ then mayor 
of Newcastle, being informed of two Grecian princes and their at- 
tendants coming to that town, gave them an mvitation to dinner, 
and sent his coach next day for them, attended by the sergeants 
widi their maces, &&, and gave them a handsome entertainment, 
nd a present of a purse of twenty guineas ; next day he sent two 
of his officers as fiir as Stockton along with Uiem. 

Tins year were found at Benweu, near Newcastle, (the Cm- 
itfeum of the Romans^ several urns with coins in them, which 
were most of them broxen and squandered about by the ignorant 
duers ; but one of them was preserved and given to the library 
ttiXnrham. 

1731 (Ja$L 25)4 — A printer of Newcastle was taken into cus- 
todh^ for reprinting some parts of << The Craftsman." 

Pdmary W* — An attorney of Newcastle, named Parkinson, 
bdced himself in his chamber, and, sitting by the fire, fell into it, 
and was burnt to death. 

April 19. — That ingenious and eccentric poet and painter, 
"Thomas Whittell, was buried at Hartbum in Northumberland. 
Hie place of his birth is veiled in obscurity, but that he was a 
Northumbrian there is no doubt. His poetioil effusions have cou- 
liderable merit ; hb << Whimsical Lave" the poetic letter to the 
« Razor Setter;* hil « Midford Gallotoay" and « The Rape of the 
Garter^* Sfc. are replete with comic humour ; whilst, as a painter, 
the specimens at Belsay castle, Hartbum, Ponteland, and otlier 
churdies in Northumberland, will remain lasting monuments of his 
nqierior abilities in that art. In the parish register of Hartbum, he 
is oaUed << Thomas Whittle of East Sliafloe, an engenious man." 
His poetical works were published in 1815 by the late Mr. William 
Robson, teacher of Carabo. 

June 22. — James Henderson, a smith, went to morning prayers 
at St. Nicholas* church in Newcastle, and died in the church, 
where he was found sitting on his knees in one of the pews by 
those who came toprayers m the afternoon. 

December 4. — Three prisoners, named James Hall, William 
Brown, and Alexander Pawley, made their escape from Morpeth 
gaol. For the exit of Brown, See Aug. 6. 1743. 
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December 12. — Died, at Murpetli, tliat learned antiijuary, John 

Horaley, M. A., and F. R. S. He was a native ol' North umbland, 

Dd educated first at Newcastle, and next in Scotland, where be 

wlchiadegreeofM. A.; after which he became a dissenting minis- 

r at Morpeth. His " Britannia Jiomana," folio, is a standard 

rk on tlie remains of the Romans in this island. 

1731. — This vear an alms-house was erected in Gateshead at the 

I charge of Mr. fhomas Powell of Newcastle, who left by will all 

I pis real and personal estates to the founding and endowing of thi> 

■ imilding It is now used as the parish poor-house. 

I The town-hall at Alnwick was erected this year. In this hall 
I Ae members of parliament for tlie county are elected and other 
I public business transacted. 

p A large cross which stood at the bottom of the Flesh-market, 
I near St. Nicholas' church in Newcastle, was this year pulled down. 
I It had a leaden cistern at the top of it to hold the water, called the 
I Hew water. Near this cross stood the cordwainers' nieeting-bouse. 
1732 (Aug. 23 J, — John Graham and James Graliam, two noto- 
I lious offenders, were executed at Durham for horse stealing. Jamea 
I Graham was baptized on the morning of his execution, at the church 
I' of St. Mary-le-boH', a part of the old gaol being within that parish. 
V ' September 10. — Thomas a Becket's chapel, which stood at the 
Iporth end of Tyne Bridge, Newcastle, after being beautified and 

■ pewed, was on the above day, (Sunday, tiic whole body of ma^- 
I ^les of Newcastle going to it with the usual solemnities and nr- 

nalities), set apart by ihe corporation of that town for a chapel of 
»sc to the church ot St. Nicholas. 
Tliis year the charity-school of tlic parish of All Saints in New- 
' oastle, and a dwelling-house for the master, were built in the . 

Sound behind Jesus Hospital in the Manor Chare. Here u also 
e parish poor-liouse, and a house of correction, &c., (now dis*. 
1 used), at! built upon the ground formerly belonging to the Augustine 
liFriars. The bells for All Saints' church which were cast out of the 
i.Matue of King Jaraes II., were cast in this place, which, after the 
F'decay of the monastery, was called the Artillery Yard, from the 
^townsmen performing tnere the exercise of the pike and gun. 
[ 1733 (Feb. 16;.— Died, about four o'clock in the afternoon, the 
[ Rev. Hem-y Bourne, curate of All Saints in Newcastle. Mr. 
I Bourne, who was the son of a tailor, after some time spent in school, 
I was bound an apprentice to a glazier, in the Side, in Newcastle 
I and discovering a disposition towards letters, was, after he had 
■erved two or three years with his master, emancipated from hii 
' service, and again sent to school, and from thence he was Cnui»- 
planted, by the aid of persons who knew him, and admitted a siaar 
about the 1719 or 1720, in Christ's College in Cambridge, under 
the tuition of the Rev. Mr. Thomas Atherton, a fellow of that 
society and hts countryman, where he continued till he commenced ' 
r bachelor of arts; and quitting tlie college, returned to Newcastle, 
kaiid was appointed curate of All Saints, where he officiated till hu 
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dddi. He was the author of ** AMiiqmiiait$ Vmlgarti, 1785 f 
« ^ TWoltir ijm lie CWIoetfs, £fns<l», oim/ GVupc/f of Ifte Book 
^ Commm Aofcr, 1727 f and «« Tie i7u«9ry ^ Amwd^ 
1736 r an printed at Newcastle bj Mr. John \\lute. The last 
was not published until three years after the author's death. In 
a note to the prefiKre of this history, the author's demise is under 
a wrong year. The following is a copy of Mr. Boume*s adrertise- 
menty requesting assistance towards the compilation of his his- 
tofy :— ** Siher Stnti^ Sep. 17, 1731, NtweoMde. As I have been 
for a considerable Time collecting Memoirs and Antiquities of the 
TowA of Aeweojlfe upon Tyne, and have made a pretty large pro* 
cress therein, I am wdling to com[^ete the same in the most exact 
Manner. Knowing, ther^ore, that some ancient Names of Persons* 
Streets, and other Places, and Things, nm'be more truly ascertained 
by Ulesdlt and Wrtdngt than otherwise ; I publish This to desire the 
perusal of any such Writing as may be of use herein ; I desire also 
any other Information, whether it relates to the CfturrAef, CSIqpeb^ 
Caawferfef, Monasteries^ Hospitals^ Alms-houses^ &c. of this town, or 
to the Transactions herein during the Time of the Civil War, And 
die Favour shall be thankfully and faithfully acknowledged by me, 
Basry ScumeT Bourne's proposals for publishing his History of 
Newcastle by subscription was first advertised in the Newcastle 
Courant, Nov. 20, 1731. It appears from the pre^e that he had 
met with a deal of ill natured opposition while compiling this work. 
The following is a copy of the advertisement, announcing the His- 
tory of Newcastle as nearly ready for delivery, Nov. 29, 1735 :— 
^ Vbtie are to gfte f}otue, that the folio book, intituled. No* 
VMM CasteUum Super Tinam, Antiguumy Sf Hodiemum ; or. 
Tie Ancient and Present State rf Newcastle upon Tyne, being 
now printed ; those that are willing to Subscribe to the said Book« 
sre desired to send in their Names, with the first Subscription 
Money, to the Printer of this paper, that they may be printed in 
the LIST of the subscribers. There are only 300 copies printed 
off. The Price to Subscribers, lOs, 6d,y in sheets. N. B. — If any 
sre desirous to have them neatly Bound, the Price in Calf Leather 
win be 2i. 6<f ., and in Sheep, 2s:* 

1733 (Dec. 7 J. — A iiying man flew from the top of the castle 
of Newcastle into Bailiff-gate, and afler that he made an ass fly 
down, by which several accidents happened, for the weights tied to 
the ass's legs knocked down several, bruised others in a dreadful 
manner, and killed a girl on the spot. This Icarus must have been 
an impostor,, but John Bull is easily gulled. 

This year, four persons received sentence of death at the as- 
sizes at Newcastle, and two men were executed upon a gallows 
erected on purpose, on the town-moor, where none had been 
executed for thirt3rvear8 before. 

1735 (Feb.). — There was found by the side of a little brook, on 
the east side of Corbridge, near the Roman wall, in Northumber- 
land, by a smith's daughter, a most curious and valuable piece of an- 
tiquity in silver, weighing 148 ounces. Its shape like a tea-board> 
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I SO inches long and 15 broad, liollowed about sn inch 
I with a flat brim an incli and a quarter broad, neatly flowered wit 
I I vine full of erapes, &c. On the right as you look at it, is ti 
I figure oi Apouo, with the bow in hia left band, and a physiL'a] heit(, 
I in his right, under a canopy supported by two Corinthian pillars} 
I near hia left leg is a tyre, under it an Aelexlrttpe, and at tiis feet q 
I griffin t near the right hand pHlar ia another of a different form, 
I with a globe or sun for its capital ; against this sits a priesUts on 
I a stoot, who looks over her shoulder at Apollo ; below her feet ia 
I sn altar, near which lies a stag on its back. The next figure to 
I tttepriealeis is another female, her head unveiled, with a spear or 
I wand in her left hand, on the top of which is a ball, and near her 
I u Minerva, with a helmet on her head, a spear in her left hand* 
I pointing with her right to a man (supposed a hunter), on the other 
\ side of a large tree, with an eagle perched upon it ; on Jftnerm'* 
I breast is a Medusa'* head, at her feel an altar, and below it a grey- 
I hound looking up to the man who has a bow in his left and an arrmt 
I in his right hand ; below him, at one comer of the plate, is a rocfc 
I witli an urn in the midst of it, from which flows a stream, perhaps 
I designed to represent the river Tyne. Tlie figures are raisect 
I Wge. and well proportioned, and cast work witliout the least sign 
I of a graver. It had under the middle of it a low frame about seven 
1 inches long, four broad, and one and a half deep, but this wu 
I Iwoken off by the smith, ihougli once all of a piece. There was an 
f unintelligible inscription on the back of it, apparently scratched with 
I a punch or a chisel. This curious piece of antiquity was bou^t 
I by Mr. Cookson, goldsmith, in Newcastle, for £40. The duke of 
L Somerset, as lord of the manor of Corbridge, made a claim of it; 
I and on Mr. Cookson's refusing to deliver it, preferred a bill in chon- 
I eeiy against him, and got an injunction to prevent his selling or 
I melting the some down, or any ways defacing it. Mr. Cooluon 
I being desired by his friends to acquiesce aTid leave the whole to his 

re's pleasure, his grace ordered Mr. Cookson to be paid bodi 
money it coat, and over and above a present of money. It 
ItBfterwards came into tlic possession of the duke of Northumber- 
I land, who married tlic grand -daughter and heiress of the said duke 
I of Somerset. A print of it was engraved by Vertue, and published 
I by Mr. William Shoftoe. 

I 1735 (Fd>. 22.). — Died, at Newcastle, Dame Jane Clavering, 

I widow of Sir John Clavering, of Axwell Park, aged 6fi years; a 

I hdy of most exemplary life and unbounded charity. Her ladysEup 

I left by will £50, to tlie poor of each of the four parishes in New- 

tCastle, and £60. to the charity-school of St. John's parish. The 

residue of her estate amounting to £120,000. and upwardst 

devolved upon her ladyship's two daughters. Her corpse was 

interred in St. Nicholas' church, upon which occasion, pursuant tO 

her own directions, an excellent sermon was preached by the Rev. 

1 Mr. John Ellison. The i'uneral procession was very magntlicentT 

Klhe pall being supported by eight gentlemen of distinction ; before 

Wl/bx corpse went the master and charity boys of St John's, followed 
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bv tbe beaiBfj tifvenl moumert in doaks, and eight of lier lady« 
vifp*s far?aBtf in fiiU mourning without doaks, next after the 
ci^pae went a mat number of gentlemen and dergy as moumen ; 
than walked the mayor, and aldermen^ with their regalia and 
nrgnr of hoDOur, anid after them most of the gentlemen in the 
town and a^acent oountrj, with scarfs, &c^ after which followed 
her ladlpdiip s ooadi in deep mourning, succeeded by many others. 
; 1735 (Jumt 1 1 )* — Beiiu; the anniversary of the accession of King 
Georse IL, to the throne, the mayor of Newcastle, with the aldermen 
and soeriff, ment in their formalities to Sl Nidiolas' church, and 
heard a aennon suitable to the occasion, from thence they returned 
to die mansion-house, with the town's music before them, where a 
giand entertainment was prepared for the officers of General Gore*s 
Rgiaaent, then quartered in that town, and the principal gentlemen 
of die corporation. Money was given by the mayor to the sddiers, 
who fired, as the company drank severally the healths of his 
m^josfy and all the royal family, &c. 

Jtf%f 20. — Being Sunday, Ann Flower, of a very creditable family 
in Northallerton, perverted by her husband, Francis Flower, former- 
ly a aiqiervisor of Sunderland, but upon his turning quaker, dis- 
aiarged ; went, in the time of divine service, to the great conster- 
nation and- confusion of the congregation, or, as ^c termed it, 
assembly, into the church, at the latter place, and, though caution- 
ed, nay positively forbid by the rector to dare to talk, or, as they 
can it, speak in the church, did, however, upon the conclusion of the 
diurch service, begin to hold forth. The rector, without further 
remonstrance, than, that it was the apostles' command, that a 
woman should not be suffered to teach in the church, directly led 
her out, thereby preventing a mob from cooling her frenzy in a 
neighbouring brick pond, which they began to threaten, Uiough 
she said she was sent by the spirit. 

Oekher^'^PL cliild of James and Elizabeth Leesh, of Ches- 
ter-le-Street, was played for at cards, at tlie sign of the salmon, 
one game, four shillings against the child, by Henry and John 
Trotter, Robert Thomson and Thomas Ellison, which was won by 
the latter, and delivered to them accordingly. 

Odober 30. — Being the anniversary of his Majesty's birtli-day, 
it was observed in Newcastle, by the ringing of bells, &c. About 
twelve o'clock seven companies of Colonel Handyside's regiment 
of foot were drawn up on the Sandhill, and there fired three vol- 
lies, and then the mayor and aldermen, wiUi the lieutenant-colonel 
and other officers, drank his majesty's health, and then proceeded 
to the mansion-house, where there was an elegant entertainment ; 
and afler dinner, as their majesties, the royal farailv, and other 
loyal healths were drank, the company of grenadiers nred, and two 
guineas were given to each company m the regiment, and wine to 
every grenadier to drink his majesty's health. 

Savember 8. — « The North Country Journal, or the Impartial 
Intelligencer,*' a newspaper in small folio, was printed and publish- 
ed in ^Newcastle, << by Leonard Umfrevile, at the Head of the 
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Side." The earliest or this jouraat tliat I have seen is No. 67, 
published on the Saturday, and dated as above. Previous to thig 
time it had been printed and published by Leonard UmfVevile and 
Isaac Lone, whose dissolution of partnership is announced in this 
paper. It was afterwards printed and published " by I>eonard 
Unitrevilc and Company." Leonard died on the 9th of March 
17S0-7. after which I find the publishers were " Thomas Umfre- 
vile and Company." Thomas was the brother of Leonard. See 
Hov. 17, 1789. 

1735. — It eviilently appears that there was a " Durham Courant" 
in existence at this time, and perhaps in 1736 and I7S7, Mr. 
Matthew Tliompson, of Durham, upholsterer, a very ingenious 
person, has an old book with extracts of various newspapers pasted 
in it, some of which prove this fact, by articles addressed to the 
Durham Courant. The publisher was probably Patrick Sanderson, 
bookseller, as he was connected with Christopher Hunter. M. D., 
(who reared the account of Durham published in Sanderson's 
name), and therefore advertisements of publishing the Bowes 
papers appear in these extracts. 

l7S6f3farck8J. — A new lodge of free and accepted masons was 
constituted at the sign of the Fountain, in Pipewellgate, Gateshead. 

April SO. — Upon the arrival of the news at Newcastlcj of the 
marriage of tlie Prince of Wales, and the princess of Ssxe- 
Gotha, an universal joy and satisfaction appeared throughout the 
town, and the evening concluded with ringing of bells, drinking 
loyal healths, and all other possible demonstfatiobs of joy. Ab3 
on May 6th, the right worshipful Walter Blackett, esq., mayor, 
called a common-coimcil on purpose to propose an address of con- 
gratulation to his majesty on that happy occasion, which was 
agreed to nem, con., and on the following day his worship set out 
for London to present it. On the arrival of the news of the royal 
marriage at Morpeth, the prisoners in that gaol celebrated the 
same with all possible marks of joy and loyalty, by burning tar- 
barrels, illuminating all tlioir windows, and drinking health to all 
the royal family. A general joy also appeared tlirouglioul the 
whole town. 

>/une 8. — Thomas Tate, turnkey at Newgate, in Newcostle, 

U apprehended for feloniously Ijjfing in the night (some time 
iMfore) several pieces of cambric and other things, from Mr. 
Durances's shop m Newcastle, and the same night he was commit- 
ted to Newgate. He was discovered by a piece of cambric given 
Shim to a child, to whom he stood god-father, which the mother , 
tile said child went to sell or exchange at the said Mr. Durance's 'fl 
•hop. July 15th, Thomas Tate, with Alexander Ogle, a felon, found j 
means by tile assistance of some accomplices, who had been con- ' 
cealed in the toll shop adjoining thereto, to break out of tlie dun- 
gcon nf the said gaol, where they were chained to the wall, and 
made their escape by a hole in the wall, through the said toll-shop ; 
and having got tlicir large irons otF, which were found in a field at 
some diataucc from the gaol, they relumed and entered into the 
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dvdiiig house of Mr. Mlchftd Dawson, keeper of the gaol, by a 

■nil oeOar window, in which were two iron bars, which t^y forced 

ma^ and after picking the lode of the cellar door, went up one pair 

of slain to the room where Tate had lodged when tunikey, and 

■ hc i eia waa a servant sid^ in bed, and took out of the room a large 

wooden chest containing Tate's wearing apparel, which chest they 

faranght down into the cellar, and bolted the door on the inside ; 

and, after having dressed themselves with the best clothes belonff- 

ing to Tate, leaving their old ones behind them, they made their 

escape out of the window undiscovered. July 18Ui, Tate and Ogle, 

were taken at the house of Thomas Carsop, (the father of Tate'a 

sweetheart,) near Bellineham, in Northumberland. The same 

evemng they were brou^t to Newcastle, and delivered to Mr. 

Dawson, the gaoler, who rewarded Mr. Michael Anderson, who 

took th^n, with ten guineas. Tate was chained down in the prison, 

but he told the gaoler it was to no purpose, as he could break 

throc^ all, which he accordingly did, in less than a Quarter of an 

hour, before two magistrates and the gaoler ; upon which a guard 

was set over them both. At the assizes held in Newcastle, Aug. 

1736, they were transported for seven years. 

1739 (Aug. 17;.^ohn Hall, aiias Tricky Holly stood in the 
pillory two hours at noon in the Flesh market, Newcastle* for eras- 
mg a receipt upon a bond, when he was severely pelted by the 
populaoe." The following are the particulars of the case as stated in 
the Newcastle Courant, August i4th, 1736 : — ^Mr. Joseph Brown, 
late of Bolton, deceased, being indebted in his life time to Eliza- 
beth Ferry, of Weetwood, in £150. by bond after his death, Nicholas 
Brown, of Bolton, esq., his executor, paid £116. of it to the said 
Ferry, in the presence of her brother-in-law, John Hall, otherwise 
called Triekjf HaU^ and a receipt indorsed upon the back of the 
bond foft the same, both in words at length and figures, and to which 
Tricky set his name as witness ; and the said Ferry living with the 
said Hall, and he having an al)8olute influence over her and her 
affidrs, judging it to be a very easy way to come at one hundred 
pounds, razed out of the receipt the words one hundred and the 
figure 1, so the receipt then stood thus 17 July 1727, Received 
then of Mr, Nicholas Sroum^ tite sum of — — and sixteen pounds 

ifor he had neglected to eraze the and J in part of the sum of one 
undred andfyty pounds^ I say received 16. mr. Brown having 
had notice given that unless the one hundred and fifty pounds were 
paid he would be sued, averred upon his honour, he had paid one 
nundred and sixteen pounds of the one hundred and fifty pounds, 
as might be seen by the indorsement, but when it was looked upon 
and found one hundred razed out, Mr. Brown was also acquainted 
therewith ; and he refusing to pay more than the remainder of the 
bond, a suit in equity was commenced for the payment of all the 
bond, but the sixteen pounds ; which coming to a hearing, an issue 
was directed and accordingly tried, how mucin was paid on the bond. 
July 17, 1727, a verdict was thereupon found thai £116. was then 
paid ; and it manifestly appearing to the satisfaction of the whole 
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court aiitt UiL' coun«ct for Ferry, that Tricky having upon the u 
(rial wilfully [terjured Iiimself, rlie judge ordereil Mr. Brown, ' 
prosecute him for it j nni) at the assizes lor Northumberland, 
August I7S3, he was most plainly convicted of wilful and comi 

tierjury, for which he was confined in the I'leet prison, from when 
le WHS brought to Newcastle, and stood in the pillory as abai 
ntnted, with nis crime writ over his head, and then was remandt 
to prison to remain for seven years, unless he fouuil sufficient sun 
lies frfr his good behaviour, and also to pay a fine of ten pounds. 
I7SC ^OW. 11^. — Tliree prisoners named Itobert Hunter, alb 
1 1nwhain, Uobert Gilmore, and William Clark, tnnde their csca) 
friini Morpeth goal. 

A woman at Ilishop Auckland, in the county of Durham, and wi 
wa« 108 years of age, got a new set of teeth. 

Iliia vear, the market cross at Stamfordham, in North umberlandt 
vrat built by Sir John Swinburne, hart. 




This year, Walter Blockett, esq., aflerwarda Sir Walter BlackctV 
bart., built the library on the south side of St. Nicholas' churcb, in 
. Newcastle, for the reception of the valuable collection of bo<tto 
betjucathed to that church by the Hev. Dr. Thomlinson, rector of 
Whickhara. He also settled the annual sum of £20, as a salary U 
a librarian, and £6. annually " to the buying of books for Dr. Thom- 
tinson's library." The curious old vestry,* which was in unison 
with the church, was on this occasion torn away to admit th^ 
piece of patchwork. It is lamentable to tliink of the gotAtcni- 
provrmeiUt which this beautiful structure has at various times I 
degraded with. See the end of the year 1783. 

17S7 (Feb. 19;.— Two felons named John Dodsworth and John 

Sec « swiree nrinl of St. NicIioIm church from the soulli.Jedicatwl to Lord 
Crewe, bi!>bop of Durham, who died in 1721. Oae of these is suspended is 



I.]). i7S9.] miMAEKABLS BV£NTS. 155 

Beiiaftiiy escaped from Durham gaol, about ten o clock at night, by 
ioiockii^ down the mider-keeperof that prison, and using him in a 



1737 (Apni 5). — ^There was an order of common council, that 
die public water should not be conveyed into the houses of any in- 
IniiitaDta of Newcastle, except those of the mayor, recorder, alder- 
nen, sherifl^ and town clerk. 

AmguMi 5^ — A servant belonging to Walter Blackett, esq. of 
Newoistley having accidentally dropt a snuff of a candle among the 
sOraw in the staUe, then going out and shutting the door, in less 
dim twenty minutes, five of the valuable coach-horses were sufib* 
Gated* 

Ihegmber 17« — The day of the funeral of Queen Caroline, was 
observed with great solemnity at Newcastle. At eight o'clock in 
the evening, the bells bes^ to toll and continued till twelve. The 
day foUowmg the graeraiuty of the inhabitants appeared in mourn- 
ings and the magistrates' pew and the pulpit in St. Nicholas' church, 
were hung with black cloth. 

Died at Wearmouth, Isabella Porteous, at the great age of 116. 

1738 (Dee. \\). — In the evenins a dreadful and alarming fire 
broke out in the shop of Richard I^Te, a blacksmith, at Rothbury, 
which consumed the same, together with his dwelling house and 
all the furniture, also the cow houses and stables, his wnb narrowly 
ea ca pi pg with her life. The fire communicated to and destroyed 
the noose of John Selby, with the greatest part of his furniture, 
and above thirty tons of^wool, and a great quantity of leather ; also 
the house of James Hood, a barber, with part of the furniture; the 
the house ^ George Potts, a butcher, with part of the furniture, 
and his shop and stable were destroyed ; as were also the house of 
Robert Douglas, with all his furniture, stables, workshops, and a 
great quantity of oats and other com, with a quantity of wool to 
the value of nearly £40. besides leather and other goods. All the 
houses were the property of Robert Douglas, who, by this catas- 
trophe, was reduced to beggary. The fire was occasioned by 
Richard I'yle, carelessly laying straw in his shop, which took firo 
from the sparks as he was working at the anvil. 

1739 (Jan. 6 J. — About one o'clock in the morning, a dreadful 
fire broke out in a workhouse belonging to Mr. Walton, merchant and 
tallow chandler, in Gateshead. The family were inmiediately alarm- 
ed, and not having time to put on their clothes ran into the street in 
the utmost confusion ; soon afler, the workshop and dwelling house 
were reduced to ashes; two other dwelling houses were nearly 
destroyed by the fire, which likewise did great damage to several 
families adjoining. The engines were ordered from Newcastle by 
the magistrates, as were the free-porters, to secure tlie property 
from being pillaged by the mob, but bv the falling in of part of the 
house, the-engines were rendered useless. Tlie damage was com- 
puted at upwards of £2,000. 

January 12. — Part of the ancient gate leading to the Castle 
Garth, in Newcabtle, known by the name of the Black Gate, fell 
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[ down with a tremendous craeli, and althougli several sLopa adjoiiu 

I Jhe same, none of the occupiers were injured. 

1739 ^Jan. 13 J. — About one o'clock in the morning, c 
me of the most violent storms of wind that had been knc 
about Newcastle, for many years, which continued with unabate 

I Jury till near 6ve. The roofs of several houses were bloi 
away, and many stacks of chimnies fell in. A nurse, in a gentle*! 
man's family, who was in bed with an infant child, which escaped] 
by being near the head, was so bruised from the breast downwardu 
that she died in a few days. Great damage was sustained in thej 
neighbourhood of NewcasUe. 

Junuary 17. — A dreadful lire happened at Gunnerlon, in North- 
umberland, supposed to be done by a candle setting fire to tbe| 
straw in a byer belonging to Mr, Cook, wherein were nine ci 
two oxen, and a bull. Mrs. Cook ran in and loosed the cattle li 
their stalls, upon which the bull rushed to the door, where being] 
almost suffocated, he fell, which prevented Mrs. Cook's esc^e, m 
that she with the cows and oxen, were suffocated, and the byOi 
with their bodies, burnt to aslies. | 

April 7. — The first number of a newspaper in folio, intitledj 
" The Newcastle Journal," was published in Newcastle, by IsaaQ 
Thompson and William Cuthbert, at their office, " On the Hea^ 
of the Side." The establishment was afterwards removed to thai 
"Burnt House Entry," where this paper was regularly published' 
until the death of Mr. Thompson, January 6th, 1776, which gee. 

April 31. — The following notice was given to the public:— 
" For the benefit of Thomas Topham, the strong man, from Jkr 
lington, whose performances have been looked upon by the Roya( 
Society and several persons of distinction, to be the most surprising 
as well as curious of any thing ever performed in England; M 
which account, asother entertainments are more frequently met witb 
tlian what he proposes, he humbly hopes gentlemen and Udiea,' 
.&c. will honour him with their presence at tlie Nagg's-head, IM 
Gateshead, on Monday the 23d of this instant, at four o'dodtf 
where he intends to perform several feats of strength, viz, : — H0 
bends an iron poker three inches in circumference, over his Brai 
and one of two inches and a ijuartcr, round his ncclc ; he breaks i 
rope that will bear two thousand weight, and with his fingers toM 
up a pewter dish of seven pounds hard metal ; he lays the ba(£ 
part of his head on one chair, and his heels on another, and suffiav 
■ng four men to stand on his body, he moves tliem up and down m 

CleoBure ; he lifls a table six feet in lengtli, by his teeth, with a half 
undred weight hanging at the further end of it ; and, lastly, tlt| 
oblige the publick, he will hfl a butt full of water." " Each pera«|i 
to pay one shilling." This " strong man" felt a victim to jealouMJ 
as is proved by the following! — "August lOth, 1749, died. IIUi> 
Thonias Topham, known by the name of the strong man, master la 
a publick house in Shorcditch, London. In a fit of jealousy, ba 
stabbed his wife, then cut his own throat and slabbed liimself, afM 
which he hved two days." , 
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1739 (AfM 25^rf— Between eleven and twelve o'dook at night, 
tliare wis an ezoe«nre rain, accompanied with dreadful thumler 
ad lightning at Newcastle and its nei^dxrarhood* By the elec- 
tric fluid, a diq> at Willington-quay hi^ its nuun-mast broke off 
dNNit flwir feet from the deck, and thrown overboard, the remain- 
ing part being shivered into innumerable pieces; at the same time 
Ifae river was put into a sudden concussion, heaving and tumbling 
vessels in an awful manner. 

Mmi 29.1 — Being the anniversanr of the restoration of King 
Qiarles IL the foundation stone of the new steeple of St. Mary's 
dmrdb, at Gateshead, was laid, on which occasion, together with 
the soiemni^ of the day, an universal joy appeared amongst all 
nmks of people, by firing of guns, displaying flags, and other tokens. 
The four qpures at the corners were taken down in 1764, and the 
loof altered. 

/iMe 16.^ — ^Died, Nathaniel Ogle, of Kirkley, in Northund)eriand, 
es^ one of his miyesty's justices of the p^u% for that county. He 
had been an eminent physician abroad during the war, and acted in 
diat character at home amongst his neighbours in a most charitable 
nnumer, visiting the sick and giving advice gratis. This gentle- 
man's daughter, had, not long before his death, been married to 
&r Chaloner Ogle, a famed British admiraL 

StpUnAer 4^Michael Currv, for the murder of Robert Shevil, 
of Hartley, and John Wilson, n>r the murder of Barbara, wife of 
WBliam Trumble, of Dunclawood, were, pursuant to their sentences, 
executed at the Westgate, Newcastle; they behaved decently, 
dioogh they met their unhappy fate without any apparent fear of 
death. Neither of them made any speech or confession at the 
place of execution, but some time before, delivered what they 
thought proper in writing to the Rev. Mr. Wilkinson, which was 
afierwaros printed by Mr. White. Curry owned that he was guilty 
of Shevil's murder, but denied that the deceased's wife urged him 
to it. Wilson could remember nothing of the murder, but suppos- 
ed that it had been done in the midst of a tumultuous drunken 
affiray in the house of the deceased, whose husband was a publican. 
Curry's body was taken directly firom the place of execution to 
Hardey, and there hung in chains. Wilson's body was interred in 
the ground behind St John's Church, in Newcastle. Mr. John 
White, printer of the Newcastle Courant, published a full and exact 
account of Curry's trial. 

September 5. — Thomas Galilee was executed at Durham for 
horse stealing. He confessed his guilt, also his having committed 
several crimes of a like nature, and died penitent. 

In the evening of the same day, a fire broke out in Pilgrim Street, 
Newcastle, near the Gate, by a child setting fire to some shavings. 
An old house and a loft containing a great quantity of hay were 
consumed before it was got under. 

September 14. — William Smith was executed on the Town 
Moor, Newcastle, for the murder of his wife. He was born near Ber- 
wick upon Tweed, and was upwards of 58 years of age. He made 
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■ome Btnall confession to the Rev. Mr. Wilkingon, but, at the place of 
cxecutJOD, when the rope was about his neck, he dcclareu that If 
any thing was printed as his dying speech, it would be false, for he 
had niade none, and died seemingly hardened and unconcerned. 
He desired that hia cloihes might be given to his son, a lad about 
thirteen, who stood by him when he was executed. 

1739/^1^;. 18^.— A whale was found by a master ofs ship Roat^i 
ing off Huntcliile-foot, and was towed to Sunderland. It was 6fti 
feet long, and the girth of its body was 62 feet. The mouth opeiH^ 
cd upwards of 20 (eet wide. The tail was IS feet across. ^ 

October 5. — A fire broke out in a tallow chandler's shop at Si 
derland, which entirely consumed the same, together with 
house, but no further mischief was done. 

OeUAer 27. — War was declared against Spain in the following 
manner in Newcastle. The proclamation being read on the Sand-hill 
by the sheriff, and declared aloud by his sergeant at mace to a 
great number of spectators, the mayor and aldermen in their scariet 
robes, with the mace and other regalia ; on the pronouncing his nVi 
jesty's name, the sword-bearer drew the sword belonging to tlwi 
corporation, and the proclamation being ended, the populace teitlrl 
fied their joy by loud acclamations, firing of guns, &c. The sanrti 
evening the mayor, aldermen, sheriff, and common-council, met at' 
Uaxters tavern on the quay, and drank to the healths of the kti^ 
and royal family, and success to the British arms. 

Octofter.— Great damage was done at Morpeth and the neigh- 
bourhood, by the overflowing of the river Wansbeck from excessive 
rains. Several houses were seriously injured, and a large piece of 
the mill-dam, near the bridge at Morpeth, was carried away. The 
foundation of Mr. Chater's new house was very much damaged, 
and at the warp mill, the water ran over the top of the door. 
Com, trees, calves, sheep, hogs, &c. were borne down the river, by 
the strong current, in great numbers, and lost. The oldest person 
could not remember the water having been so high before. 

November i. — Died, at his seat at Hcaton, near Newcastle, 
Richard Ridley, esq., an alderman and governor of the merchants' 
company in Newcastle, and an extensive coal owner. On the 5th. 
in the evening, his corpse was interred in St. Nicholas' church. 
The hearse, which was covered with escutcheons and drawn by si.t 
horses, was preceded by 86 of the deceased's tenants and agents 
on horsebacK, two and two, with mourning gloves, and three ser- 
vants : the hearse was followed by a retinue of mourning and other 
coaches. In this manner the corpse was conveyed Irom Heaton, to 
Mr. Ridley's house on the Quay, Newcastle, where the company 
were invited, and where the corpse was taken out of the hearse, 
and from thence carried to the church, the pall being covered with 
escutcheons and supported by tlie eight following gendemen : — Sir 
James Clavering, bart., Walter BInckett, Edward ColNiigwood, 
William Ellison, Nicholas Fenwick, Hilton Lawson, Thomas Uigge, 
and William Coulson, csqrs. The master of the charily school, with 
a icarf, &c. leading the charity boys of >?t. Nicholas, went foremost 
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io the proodnon; after whom came five beadles, who were fUlow- 
cd bf twentjr men in doaki, walking two and two, betwixt these 
and the oorpae walked three couple of servants in mouminsr ; be- 
lund the corpse walked twenty-four chief mourners, two and two ; 
these were succeeded by the regalia of the town in moumine, borne 
by the proper officers, who were followed by the mayor, aldermen, 
&C. witn scarfs and black gloves ; next to these walked the clergy, 
with scarft, who w^e followed by the relatives of the deceased 
in scarft ; to these succeeded the wardens, and secretary of the 
merdiants' company, with gloves, two and two, and closed with the 
beadle in a scarf, &c Then followed a multitude of gentlemen and 
tradesmen, with gloves ; after these came the eighty-six tenants 
md agmts on horseback, as before. During the procession through 
the town, half-minute guns were fired, and a solemn silence was 
observed by the vast crowd of spectators, and also the rejoicings 
of the day (being the 5th of November), were suspended* When 
the corpse entered in at the west door of the church, a piece of 
solemn music was performed upon the organ by Mr. Avisoo. After 
the fimeral ceremony was over, the bells rung a mourning peal, 
irfiich closed the solemnity of the day. 

1739 (Dee. 14^. — A fire, occasioned by the snuff of a candle took 
place in a com mill, without Pandon Gate, Newcastle, whidi en- 
tir^ consumed the same, together with a large quantity of com,&c; 

iMeember 28. — A violent storm began at Newcastle and the 
nei^bourhood which continued several weeks with uncommon 
severity. A great quantity of keels Ivin^ near Sandgate, broke 
loose by the united efforts of the wind, tide, and masses of ice, 
and drove directly upon the ships and boats lying at the Quay, 
twelve wherries were sunk, part of them staved to pieces, and most 
of the ships were driven from their moorings and received great 
injury by running foul of each other. Immense masses of ice were 
heaped up in the river, which had a melancholy winter prospect, 
the T3me being completely frozen up and the intire navigation 
stopped, so that tents were set up and various diversions exhibited 
upon the glassy surface. A great many people came daily from 
distant parts of the country to view this uncommon scene, the 
Tvne looking more like a fiur than a navigable river. The fh>st 
which had commenced the preceding month, was, during January, 
1740, as severe as ever. The air in some of the coal-pits could 
not be borne by the workmen without a fire at the bottom. Janu- 
ary 12th, an accident happened at Tanfield colliery, by one of those 
fires which being ordered to be put out by the boys uler the work- 
men had left, they spread it abroad carelessly among some straw, 
which immediately took fire, the flame of which instantly catched 
hold of two casks of oil standmg very near the place, which, settins 
fire to the coal, burnt with such violence and rarefied the air to sucm 
a degree, that by a plentiful supply of fresh air from the adjacent 
pits, that pit was changed into a terrible bellowing volcano, thunder- 
ing out eruptions of hot cinders of considerable weight into the 
open air to an incredible height and distance. This accident hap- 
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pened about two o'clock in ttie morning, and continued increasing 
for about seven hours, when the pits were all ordered to be dosed 
in, which extinguished the flaineg. Several who attempted to put 
a stop to the fire very narrowly escaped witli their lives. January 
14th, John Fenwick, esq, ofBywell, made a grand entertainment on 
account of his son's birth-day, and had a large sheep roasted whole, 
in a lent erected for that purpose upon the ice on the river Tyne, 
with plenty of strong liquor for the populace, who ate and draok 
very merruv. with buzzas and firing of cannons ; also Mr. Fen- 
wiclt's coach and two horses drove up and down the river and 
across, with several gentlemen and ladies in it, to the great surprise 
of all present. Februair 11th, the Tyne being still froien over, the 
principal coal-fitters under Sir Henry Liddcll, hart,, Edward Wort- 
ley, and George Bowes, csqrs., set to work about 200 men to out 
away tlie ice and open the channel from below Newcastle to their 
stniUis above bridge, being nearly a mile and a half in length, in 
which hazardous undertaking no fatal accident happened. In about 
a week a passage was opened and keels loaded, by which means, 
ships, whicn bad been waiting for coals were despatched to London | 
and other places. During this period of extreme rigour, the wants 
of the poor were not passed unnoticed. Walter Dlackett, esq., 
M. I'., for Newcastle, ordered £350. to be distributed in the follow- 
ing parishes, viz. in Newcastle, St. Nicholas' and St. John's £40. 
each. All Saints' and St. Andrew's, £60. each, and in Gateshead, 
, Hexham, and Hartbum, £60. each. Many other gentlemen in 
Utbe tvo counties extended the hand of bcnevolcnoe. February 
r ilStb, an immense quantity of ice was brought down the Tyne, whicbt 
P with the ""fiigbt of the water, broke away a great part of the dam 
nt ll^ell. The damage was computed at £1,000. This ice con- 
tinuing its progress, and meeting with the tide at Newbum, about 
four miles above Newcastle, was in great part thrown on to the low 
grounds, and the rest lay gorged in the dionncl of the river, from 
whence it continued fixed to where it had been industriously clear- 
eil awap- to the staiths. The success attending the clearing away i 
of the ice from the stoiths of Sir Henry Liddcll, barl^ &c^ induced 
an attempt to open ilie river to other staiths, but two men being ' 
unfortunately drowned, stopped the proceedings. Tlie gentlemen 
of the coal-trade on tlic river Wear commenced opening a passage 
to their staiths, in tJie same manner as had been performed with 
success at Newcastle. The ice on the river Wear, ut Durhain, wai 
so strong, that carriages with oxen and horses dail^ travelled 
thereon, and a tame fox was bunted upon the river, which afibrded 
great diver»on, after which tliree tar-barrels were burnt below 
Framwell^te bridjge. Towards the close of the month of Febru- 
ary, the rivers which had been blocked up since December, were 
cleared of their ice by a gentle thaw witliout damage, and trade 
was again resumed. 

1740 (March 18J, — On the arrival of the news ui Newcastle of 
Admiral Vernon's taking and reducing to obedience Porlo-Bello, 
there were riogmg of bells at the several churches all night, and 
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•Cher demoMliitioiis of joy, Ac. The loyalty of one man in par- 
tiealv must not be omittea :*-Mr. Andrew Swadale, a very loyal 
mi wn yl f y n dj f§ei ( weighii^ near 23 stones), upon hearing the 
Mviyordmd a boo-fire, consisting of three mrge hogsheads and 
tvteids^ to be burnt before his door, at the same time he came 
Mt wiA a large drawn backsword in his hand, and challenged the 
tisgdoB ef ^ain, or any that would take that kingdom's part, to 
ight hioi, opmi which were three loud huzzas, success to his 
BH^esty^s arms by sea and land : after which he broached a hoss- 
head or beer lor the populace, and so concluded the night with 
1ml heahbs. At Hexham, on the 19tii, on hearing of Admiral 
Vemoo's aocoeas. Sir Edward Blackett, bart., invited to his house 
the gentlemen ahd principal inhabitants of the place, to drink his 
M aj e sty 's health, and success to the British arms ; from whence 
thy p ro ceed ed to the market*>place, where a bon-fire was prqMved, 
sod tae healths repeated with preat joy and acclamations by the 
people, for the victory over the msulting Spaniards. 

1740 (J^prU 12)4 — Matthew Fenwick, a butcher's apprentice, 
ht a wi^r of 20 guineas, ran from Newcastle to Sedgefield, in the 
cooDtj <» Durham, a distance of 25 miles. The time allowed was 
ftar hours, but he won with ease four minutes within the time. 

4prtl M^— Some school boys paring off a green sod in the 
foad between St. Helen's and West« Auckland, found about 45 
M pieoeB of sQver, supposed to be about 200 years old, some of 
wUdi looked very fte«L 

May 29..— The body of Mrs. Drage, wife of Theodore Drage of 
Bidiop Auckland, esq., was removed from thence to be interred at 
York. As the procession was rather uncommon, it may not be 
oninteresting. Soon afler the decease of Mrs. Drage, the corpse 
was dressed in her wedding suit, with a pair of new slippers on, 
and put into a leaden coffin which was inclosed in another of deal 
or rar, and another of fine wainscot (brought from London) con- 
tained the other two. On the above dav, about six weeks after 
her death, the procession began in the following order :<— >two men 
on horseback, in black, with caps and favours, two kettle drums in 
mourning; a horse led by a man on foot; two trumpeters, the 
trumpets hung with rich gilt escutcheons of silk ; a man on horse- 
back displaying a very large gilt escutcheon on a black pole ; two 
singing men from the choir at Durham ; two men in black cloaks, 
caps and favours, bearing each a pole covered with black silk ; the 
hearse drawn by six horses, three men on horseback on each side, 
m \Aa1dk9 with caps and favours ; two men behind afler the same 
manner; the undertaker (Mr. Watson from Durham^ ; the mourn- 
ing coach drawn by six horses, in which were Mr. Drage, his 
daughter, and two mends ; and, lastly, two men on horseback, in 
bla^, with caps and favours. The procession passed verjr slowly 
through all the streets of Bishop Auckland, during which time the 
trumpets sounded and the drums beat in a solemn manner. The 
interment took place at York between nine and ten o'clock in the 
evening, as foUows:— Four branched lights, two and two; two 
VOL. I. y 
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kettle drums; two truiiijiets ; abmndied light; 

a man servant between twu branched lights, tw 

two branched lights ; master of the boys ; boys of theN^oir 

and two ; singing men two and two, with branched lights on 

side ; canons two and two ; two branched lights ; twi 

prebendaries two and two, witb branched lights on each 

corpse with the pall flung up, and lights on each side ; child and 

maid ; mourners with lights on each side ; lastly, two branched 

lights closed the procession. 

1740 (June s). — A great riot began at Newcastle, on account, 
as it was pretended, of tlie deBrness and scarcity of corn. The 
militia of tlie town was Instantly raised, and upon promise given to 
the rioters that they should have grain at a much lower rate, the 
mob was pacified for that day. Next day, Mr. Alderman Ridley, 
at the head of the militia, gave notice to the multitude, that the 
coru-factors had set a price on tlieir grain, and bad declared, 
that every one that applied should have it at the fixed price ; the 
liictors tliemselveE also made proclamation by the bell-man, that 
they would sell at the following prices, viz. : — ^Wheat at 7*, rye at 
5«,, outs at 2s. 6c^., and mesbn at bs. 6d. per boll ; tbey received 
this information with satisfaction and applause. On the 21st fol- 
lowing, the several pitmen, keelmetr, and poor of the town, having 
made application for com at tlie price that had been promUeo 
tliem, found, to their disappointment, that the factors kept their 
shops shut up, and that most of them had absconded through few 
upon which the mob proceeded to plunder the granaries. " 
23d, 33d, and 24th of June, notliing material happened, but 
discovery of a vessel going olF with rye, which was stopped, . 
some of the grain sold to the poor at Uie stipulated price. On the 
25ili, the militia very imprudently were disbanded; a measure 
which seems to have had no inconsiderable share in tempting the 
outrageous multitude to the horrid mischiefs of the ensuing davi 
when they assembled in immense numbers on the Sandhill, "' — 
the market place of Newcastle, where also the mayor and sei 
aldermen, and some other gentlemen, met at the Guildhall, to 
suit what was best to be done on so pressing an extremity, 
mob, unawed by the presence of any military force, and ii 
upon mischief, grew more and more unruly ; and a gentleman 
turing out to inform tbcm that it had been agreed upon that 
poor should be supplied with rye out of a ship at the Quay, 
knocked down and much wounded. Upon this, the rioters, witb 
more justice than prudence, were flred upon, and one of them hav- 
ing been killed, and several dangerously wounded by the shot, the 
rabble instantly fell upoo the gentlemen assembled in the hall, 
having wounded most of them, proceeded to outrages that thi. 
ened the destruction of the whole town. They did great dami 
to the wood work in the town's court, they spoiled and tore evi 

Krt except the faces of two good whole length pictures of Cliarlu 
, and James II„ and broke all the windows towards the Sandhill. 
Alier having ransacked the town court and chamber, they destroyed 
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many of the public writings and accounts, they likewise carried 
cffa large sum of money belonging to the corporation. Afterwards 
they patrolled the streets, when, finding all the shops shut up, they 
threatened, with horrid execrations, to bum and destroy the whofe 
place* In the erenii^, three companies of Howard's regiment, 
Oder the command of Captain Sowle,* who had marched that day 
from Alnwick, entered the town and soon dispersed the rioters, 
Ibrty af wliom were seixed upon and committed to prison ; of which 
DOBsber aeren were afterwards convicted at the following anizes, 
and transported each for seven years ; their names were William 
Keed, oHom Kid, alias Keedy ; WilUam Sopit ; Robert Hatherick, 
okas Hathowick ; Thomas Grey ; James Harriot ; Thomas Wil- 
son ; and Jacob Trotter. This dreadful afirav is said to have cost 
the corporatioo of Newcastle upwards of £4,000. In Alderman 
Hornby's MS. notes to Brand I find the following account : — ^* Wliat 
Mr. Brand calls the militia, were a number of volunteers who asso- 
ciated for the preservation of the peace of the town. They con- 
sisted of some middle-aged gentlemen of difierent professions, but 
fiir the most part of young men, several of whom were merchants* 
apprentices, and on account of their wearing white stockings, were 
called and are still remembered by the name of the IVhite Stocking 
ReffimenL The late Mr. Ridley was their only officer, and as it 
was supposed, lest he should gain great popularity, Mr. Cuthbert 
Fenwick, the then mayor, ordered them to forbear assembling ; the 
consequence was, that the populace became very riotous, and the 
town was in danger of being plundered and burnt, to prevent 
which, the volunteers re-assembled, and in course of protecting the 
magistrates and the delivery of com from a ship, hred upon the 
mob, whereby one man was killed, upon which the rioters ^^^™^ 
more outrageous, broke into the GuiJd-hall, almost destroyed the 
pictures of Charles and James H., plundered tlie town s hutch otnear 
£1,200, and probably would have set fire to the town, if a party ot 
soldiers had not fortunately arrived by a forced march from Mw- 
peth." I have often heard an old lady, a centenarian, ^*^®.T"*. If 
the habit of visiting my parents, relate the particulars of this not. 
She invariably called these volunteers " llie White Stocking Itegi- 
ment." See Atigust 1, 1808. . ^ 

1740 (June U;.— The people assembled in great n«?»P^". ^ 
the city of Durham, and offered 8*. per boll for wheat, wbicii u^ 
refused by the farmers, they seized the com, on ^^ J^ ^ 
ensued, and several on both sides were wounded. ^*"*?^ ^.. 
great mob assembled at Sunderland, who seised all the wlieai } 
could lay hold of, in order to sell it at 4«. a bushel. 

./J^/^ "^^^^ ^!; ^^^^i^^y* the mayor, Mena^ ^^i^^'^u.^TiC 
cil of Newcastle, voted the freeilom of tliut corporation w» !^JJ|^ ^ ^^^ ^ 

Captain Sowle, in a gold box, value 00 giiineiis, as a ^*'"J1' *ij„« « ^^M, i,. 
■eaflonably entering that town on the 20th of June, ^^^ |^\^.. -yx^.y 
the outrageous riot that was so furiously carrying on «t ^^,^^^ j'i«*l*i. 
likewise ordered a plate value 40 guineas to be P****-'"^--^* iw e»*l. *A • ii. 
ing ; one of 30 guineas to Ensign Hewitt ; sncl ten guui«» 
three companies. 
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1740^*71(^9;.— Died at St. John's college, Cambridge, Mr. 
Thomas Baker, a celDbrated scholar and English anttquary. Mr. 
Baker was born at Crookhall, in the county of Durham. He was 
educated at the free-school of Durham, and afterwards removed 
to Cambridge, where he was admitted pensioner of St. John's Col- 
lege, June ISth, 1674. He took his tirst degree in 1677, was elected 
fellow of St. John's college in 1679, proceeded in 1681, and was 
ordained deacon, December SOth, 1685. Mr. Baker having become 
chaplain to Lord Crewe, bishop of Durham, he was collated by that 
prelate to the rectory of Long Newton in .Tune, 1687, but having 
refused to allow his curate to read King James's declaration of 
liberty of conscience, and also having refused the oaths to the 
prince and princess of Orange, he surrendered tlie rectory of Long 
Newton. He now saw without regret the avenues of power and 
wealth for ever closed upon him, and retired with content aod 
chearfulness to his chambers at St. John's, where he was Btill pro< 
tecled in the enjoyment of his fellowship by the interposition of 
some unseen but powerful patron. In this retirement, Mr. Baker 
c»>m|>osed his " Reflections upon Learning," which were published 
in 1710. About the same time Mr. Baker re-published Bishop 
Fisher's Funeral Sermon for Margaret, countess of Richmond. 
His remaining years were passed in the unvaried tranquillity of a 
literary life within the precincts of a college. Temperance and 
regular habits protracted his existence to his H4th year. On the 
28th of June, 1740, he was seized with a paralytic stroke, and 
expired without much pain or sickness, on Wednesday, tlie Sd of 
July followine. 

July 6. — The fallowing prisoners made their escape Irom 
Morpeth gaol, viz. : — George Scougat, William Nelson, Archibald 
Henderson, Mai^'ery Yeoman, and Margaret Wilson. 

September^. — Arose a most terrible storm of wind at S. W, 
which did great damage on the river Tyne, by sinking keels, and 
driving ships and boats from their moorings. At Shields, the IVince 
Frederick of Guernsey, was driven from her anchor, and ran foul of 
several ships, some of which shared the same fate ; and by the 
impetuosity of the wind on her larboard, she heeled gunwale in. 
The starboard midship port being open to take in coals (having at 
that time four keels on board), the water filled her so quickly that 
she sunk immediately in the middle of the river. A custom-house 
officer, named Harbottic, two men, and a boy, perished, twott m 
them in the cabin, the swell being so great, that none could vOH fl 
ture to give them any assistance. fl 

October 9. — Died at Hebburn, near Jarrow, George Lidd^ J 
esq., in the 64th year of his age. He was M. P. for Berwick vpoa 
Tweed, and many years governor of tlie Uoastmen's company in 
Newcastle. 

November 19, — .lames Clarkson, a notorious thief and house- 
breaker, was hanged at Berwick. Before he was turned off, hr J 
acknowledged the justness of his sentence, but was not daunted b I 
the least. 
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1740 flb9. MJ^^ln the Newcastle Courant, of this date, the first 

ener^ilate engmTiiig done in Newcastle was adTertised to be 

wMshed bfJampb Barber, music and coroer-plate printer on the 

fSidhill. The suUect was ^ A curious Draught of the fiunous 

■BHg^d HoRsx call'd the Mabblkd Pkrsiam, made a present of 

Id the Cheralier de St. George's eldest son, by the (late)^ Duke of 

Or ■ ■ <^ iMw in exile ; aigraved by the best hand in knghnd.** 

Hb mjB In his proposals^ ^ Tis humbly hoped that gentlemen will 

eo cwuge the unuertakii^> it being the mrst of the copper-plate 

hmd ever per fo rmed in Newcastle upon Tyne.** In tne same 

Iii|w» for lebniary lithy 1741, it was announced as beii^ ready for 

da i f e ry : Price one shilling. 

Daeamber 21— Died at his house, at Flatts» Thomas Allan, esq., 
one of the [Mincipal coal-owners on the river Wear. He was 
a gtnflsiiiBn whose integrihr and worth placed him in the highest 
fHiijialiiiH| and whose ^km nature and generosity endeared hun to 
aB his acquaintance. He was earnest in promoting the good of his 
OBOitry, and particularly that great support of it, its trade, in the 
CMse of which he embarked his fortune, and applied a most laud- 
able industry, manifesting in his affiurs an uncommon degree of 
dcgance and jpropriety, and as his life was adorned with every vir- 
Cae that dignifiea human nature, so his death was universally n 
most melancholy occasion of sorrow. Mr. Allan was son of Thomas 
Allaiif esq., of Newcastle: abranchof the Allans of Grange. Nov. 
IMi, 1751^ died Mrs. Allan, relict of Thomas Allan, of Flatto, esq. 

The earl of Tankerville, was this year appointed lord-lieutenant 
of die county of Northuniberland, and of the town and county of 
Newcastle* 

This year, Mr. John Bird, mathematical instrument maker, in 
London, a native of Bishop Auckland, in the county of Duriiam, 
invented an instrument for finding the latitude at sea, which sur- 
passed all others previously used. 

1741 (Jan. 21^.— The gaol of Newgate, in Newcastle, was 
broke in the night, and eight felons made their escape in their 
irons^ VIZ. : — Peter Hartley, James Gibb, David Steel, Christopher 
Forster, Thomas Greenfield, Anthony Hatherwick, William Scur- 
field, and Richard Bentley. 

Monks* — ^William Smith, a smuggler, made his escape from the 
gaol of Newgate, in Newcastle. 

March 10« — A fortnight fiur for cattle and sheep was ordered to 
be held at Hexham, commencing on this day ; alsb two leather 
fiurs annually, the first on the 29th July,and tlie other on the 29th 
of October. 

March 19. — Thomas Gibson, smith, was disfiranchised, for an 
audacious attack upon Edward Collingwood, esq., mayor, at tlie 
public guild, at Newcastle, by seizing ms rod, attempting to wrest 
tt from him, and breaking that bad^ of public authority in his 
hand. 

April 17. — The wife of a former named Charlton, at Fishburo, 
near Sedgefield, in the county of Durham, took an opportunity to 
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Idll her aoiiy about fourteen years of age, with adetver, after whidi, 
with the same instrument, she killed her two younger children, 
then stabbed herself under the ear, of which wound she instantly 
died* All this work of destruction was accom p lished while ho- 
husband was endeavouring to get a cow out of a ditch. Coroner's 
verdict, lunacy, 

1741 (April 2\). — The gaol of Morpeth, was broke* and four 
criminals made their escape, viz.: — ^WiUiam Clarke, aUoM Camp- 
bell, Alexander Cant, George Patterson, and Thomas Bumside. 

May 20w-^0n the receipt of intelligence that Admiral Vernon, 
had Udcen several forts in the West Indies, great rejoicings by illu- 
minations, bon-fires, ringing of bells, &c., took place in the various 
towns and villages, in Durham and Northumberland. 

October 12. — Thomas Watson, esq., M. P., for Berwick upon 
Tweed, and commissary-general of his majesty's foreign forces, 
under the pay of Great Britain, arrived at Berwick firom Hamburgh, 
and the following day, the mayor and aldermen with the principai 
freemen of that borough, waited upon their representative, and 
welcomed him home, the bells were rung and every other demon- 
stration of joy was exhibited on the occasion. 

1742 fjan, 23 and 27 J, — A man named John Rule, stood in 
the pillory at Berwick, which sentence he received at die quarter 
sessions, on the 18th of January, for unnatural crimes. 

January 27. — George Clark, joiner, better known by the 
name of ** Skipper Clarky** a gormandizing eccentric character of 
Newcastle, for a wager ate at a public house, a leg of mutton, 
lOlbs. weight, a three-half-penny loaf, and drank six pints of ale; 
in the last half pint of which was put a half-penny worth of snufi^ 
which he completely performed in two hours. 

January 28. — The wind which had been boisterous for some 
days, rose on the evening of this day to a tempest, with dreadful 
thunder and lightning. The roof of Alderman Ridley's house, in 
Westgate Street, Newcastle, was split, whereby a stack of chimnies 
fell in, but no person was hurt. It being spring tide, the strong 
current of the river Tyne, broke loose several of the ships at 
Shields, which did great damage both to the ships and keels. A 
house belonging to Mr. James Gray, was blown down and most of 
its contents destroyed. About eight o'clock an awful flash of 
lightning burst from the clouds, by which captain Hammond of 
Yarmouth had the masts and sails of his ship fired in an instant, 
and all burnt. But the most melancholy accident happened at a 
farm belonging to Messrs. Mather and Coulson, called the Rising 
Sun, near Killingworth, about four miles from Newcastle, where 
the dwelling-house, barns, byers, stables, and stacks, were all fired 
by the liglitning, and, through the vehemency of the wind, soon 
consumed to ashes, there were horses, oxen, and cows, to the num- 
ber of 22, all burnt to death ; and also 22 bolls of corn, nearly 100 
bolls of oats, and 15 corn stacks, were utterly destroyed. Several 
persons travelling in different roads uj>on Killingworth moor, had 
the manes and tails of their horses singed, and one gentleman's 
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whip was two or three times fired by the lightning, yet nobody 
received any hurt. 

1742 (Feb. 27^. — Mr. Hayes, one of the free-porters of Newcas- 
tie, set out on a ioomey to London, and on the next day at night, 
nrived at Northallerton. After supper he went up to his bed in 
teeming good spirits, but when the servant went to bring away the 
candle, he was shocked to find him with hb belly rij^ped open, and 
Kveral parts cut away. On asking him the reason of so rash an 
act, he replied, if your hand offend ^ath cut itoffy and immediately 
expired. 

April 19« — Died, in St. John's pariah, in Newcastle, Jane Ogle, 
a poor woman, aged 106 years. She retained her memory to the 
bst. 

Mmf 29, — The church of Houghton-le-Spring, being to be re- 
paired, the churchwardens advertised for joiners, plumbers, and 
masons, to contract for the same. They were to ^'meet the 
churchwardens at the house of John Robson, in Houghton-le- 
Spring, on Monday the 7th of June next, there to treat about the 
several works, and they who will undertake to do them substan- 
tially md cheapest, wiU be employed." 

August 26. — A fire broke out in the dwelling house of John 
Davison, at Hartley, in Northumberland, by which not only the 
said house, but those also of Thomas Crawford, Thomas Stewart, 
Ralph Sanderson, and Mary Harrison, adjoining, with every thing 
they contained, were consumed. 

Sq)tember 1. — The free-school at Hartlepool was founded, as 
appears by the will of John Crooks, of Hartlepool, gent., dated as 
above. 

September 24.— John Todd, for sheep stealing, and William 
Simpson, for felony, were executed at Morpeth, pursuant to their 
sentences at the assizes in Newcastle, the preceding August. 

December 20. — The foundation stone of the Orphan House 
(Methodist ChapeH, in Northumberland Street, Newcastle, was 
laid by the Rev. Jonn Wesley, who says in his journal, that " many 
were gathered from all parts to see it, but none scofied or inter- 
rupted while we praised God, and prayed that he would prosper 
the work of our hands upon us. Three or four times in the even- 
ing I was forced to break off preaching that we might pray and 
nve thanks to God." The methodists occupied this buildmg until 
Brunswick Place chapel was finished, February 23d, 1S21, when 
they removed there, it being considerably larger and more adapted 
to the taste of the times, llie old building was of the most simple 
description; the present one has an organ, and is altogether fitted up 
in a very elegant manner. From the plainness of the exterior and 
interior of the Orphan-house, it appears to have been Mr. Wesley's 
•pinion, that a place of worship could not be too simply decorated 
and was, << when unadorned, adorned the most." This building is 
now the Infant School. 

This year, the mayor, and common-council of Newcastle, gave 
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£50. nod the Trinity-house £10. towartb the propagation of th* 
gospel ill foreign parts. I 

1743 fJoH. 18/— About five o'clock in the morning, a dread- 
fill exploBioD took place at North Uiddick colliery, on the nvm 
Wear, occasioned by the workmen holeing into a driil which coia^ 
municated with an old waste, by which accident ten men and fiva 
boyx loBt their lives, and one or two who had escaped, af^nrarda 
died trom the effects of the blast. It was remarb^lc that thouglk 
the drift and waste were entirely full of water, yet the foul air iio* 
mediately fired on holeing the drift. i 

yiprii I. — During a violent storm at sea, six cobles belongi;^ to 
South Shields were lost, in which 19 men perished, some ot thei% 
in sight of their wives; also three cobles belonging to Hartley and 
Blyth, in which eight or ten men were drowned. Much damogs 
wa« done at Suauerland, and at Hartlepool, where a number oC 
cobles and many fishermen were lost. 

May b, — Newhouse, near Cornsay, in tlie county of DurhBni» 
was burnt to tlic ground, occasioned by a gentleman shooting at 
some sparrows, and the wadding lodging in the thatch. 

May 19. — A dreadful fire broke out in a malting in Plumbec 
Chore, Newcastle, belonging to Mr. John Anderson, brewer, 
vhich entirely destroyed the same, and some houses adjoining. 
Several barrels of tar and spirituous liquors were fortunately taken 
ki time out of a warehouse which the fire afterwards reached. 
Otherwise most of that port of the town must have l>een reduced 
to ashes. 

June 26. — There were great rejoicings on the arrival in Mew- 
castle of tile news of the defeat of the Fr encli array at Dettingea 
on the 16th, by our illustrious monarch, King George U., who 
commanded in person. The bells were immediately set a rin^g, 
part of General Clayton's* regiment then quartered in that town 
were drawn up in front of tlie mansion-house, where tliey fired 
three vollics. and the night concluded with bon-fircs, illuminationi, 
drinking of loyal healtlis, and every other demonstration of joy. 
At all the other towns there were similar rejoicings, the people 
being animated as it were with one soul. 

Aitgutt 6 — At the assizes held in the Moot-hall, Newcastle, 
ftr the county of Northumberland, one William Brown, commonly 
GtUed Sir WiUiam Broum, a bold and desperate man, who was at 
the head of a great number of thieves or moss-troopers, and bad 
bee* oOBTicted at a former assizes, received sentence of death for 
■CbvBtqg from transportation. After sentence was passed he beg> 
R*d MnwMlj to be transported again ; but the judge giving no 
«V ■• Um, Sir William broke out into all the opprobrious langu^e 
W <«flM think of, against both the judge and the whole court, and 
wAtd dttt God Almighty might d-mn all tlieir souls to h-U. Oa 
'•*^hewaa executed at the Westgate, Newcastle. He waa 

• CeneiBl Clayton wu killed in tliU battle. 
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attended by the vicar, to whom he expressed great concern for liis 
put widced life, and seemed very penitent. Two companies of 
aoUiers quartered in Newcastle, guarded him from the castle, and 
were Ukewiae drawn up at the place of execution, for fear of his 
being rescued. 

1743 (Amq.)* — ^Two old men, father and son, from a neigh- 
bouring villi^, were witnesses on a trial at the assizes in New- 
CMtle. Hie fiither was 185 )rears of age, and his son 95, both 
of tiiem hearty and retaining their sight and hearing. 

iVoomfcr 5« — A fire broke out in a shop belonging to a per- 
ton named Parker, a smith at Eggleston, near Bishop Auckland, 
Doriiam, which entirely consumed the same, with a dwelling-house 
adjoining, two byers and some bams in which was a great quantity 
of corn. 

Nifvember 18. — On the receipt of the news that his Majesty, 
King George IL had arrived safe in England from the seat of war 
00 me 15th, there were great rejoicings in Newcastle, and all the 
Betthbouring towns. 

November 29« — A poor boy, who was wanning himself at the fire 
in the euard house adjoining Newgate, in Newcastle, being desired 
br a sddier to leave, who, upon his refusing to do so, threatened to 
noot him, which he unfortunatelv did, by accidentally taking up a 
loaded gun instead of his own, which was not charged. Coroners 
terdict, accidental death. 

At this time plays were performed in the Moothall, in the 
Castle Garth, Newcastle. 

1744 fFeb. 27 J, — A fire broke out in the house of John Moody, 
anidi, near the Ballast-hills, Newcastle, which entirely consumed 
the same. 

Jprii 7« — ^War was proclaimed against France in the usual 
places, viz :— on the Sandhill, and at the Flesh-market, in New- 
castle, the mayor and aldermen attending in their scarlet gowns, 
and accompanied by their proper officers. 

June 13« — A woman, named Ann Potts, who lived in a hole in 
POgrim-street Gate, Newcastle, being in liquor, let a candle take 
hold of some straw on which she and her child lay, by which the 
poor infant ,was burnt to death. 

Jufy }4>^ — Died, at Wooler, in Northumberland, Adam Turn- 
bull, aged 112 years ; he had married four wives, and the last when 
he was near lOO years of age. 

Auguit 11. — James Maben, John Samuel, and Thomas Lister, 
were executed at the Westgate, Newcastle, the two first for coin- 
ini^, the other for horse stealing. Maben being a man of good 
eoucation and abilities, and in some part of his life, in goocT cir- 
cumstances and reputation, received a great manv visits from per- 
sons of all ranks afler he received sentence of death ; and the 
public being much divided in their sentiments as to his principles, 
ne lefl an account of them and some of his misfortunes, signed bv 
himself, and attested by fourteen witnesses, which was afterwards 

VOL. I. z 
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printed and sold for a penny. Bfabeo and Samud were dressed 
in white and drawn on a sledge, and Lister in a cart to the place 
of execution, where Mahen called to the under^heriff for a elass 
of wine, which was immediately ordered him and repeated, TTbe 
Rev. Mr. Gordon prayed a considerable time and aui^ a psahi^ 
afler which, Maben took leave of his acquaintanoesy ascended the 
ladder to the scaffold, and audibly read the 16tfa chapter of ** Dre- 
lincourt's Consolations asainst the Fears of Death,** tlicn aaid»y!v»- 
veilf vain world/ fixed the rope about his neck, and went oC 
Samuel was observed to tremble all the time they were at die place 
of execution, but Maben never shrunk, nor discovered the lesit 
horror, only seemed a little confused in fixing the rope about hii 
neck. 

1744 f August 2SJ^ — As the fishermen of Hartley were drawing 
their herring nets, a bottle-nose entangled itself and was taken. 
It was six yards long, and three in circumference. 

SqUember 28.— .^out six o'clock in the momLqg it bepm to 
rain at Alnwick, and the neighbourhood, and continued with suck 
violence, that before 12 o'clock the rivers and rivulets were so 
ereatly increased, that several persons were drowned in attempt- 
ing to ford them. A young man was drowned at Alnwick, and 
three or four persons in the river Coouet. 

October 4«---The new bridge at Weldon Mill, in Northumber- 
land, was carried away by an excessive flood in the river Coquet, 
caused by heavy rains. 

This year, the tollbooth at Stockton was taken down and re- 
built. 

1745 (July 3J^ — An express arrived in Newcastle, with the 
melancholy information of the death of the right worshipful John 
Ord, esq. mayor of that town, at Hackney, near London. He 
was governor of die Hoastmen's Company in Newcastle, and M. P. 
for St. Miclmers, in Cornwall. July 15th, Matthew Ridley, esq^ 
was chosen mayor in his stead, and Cuthbert Smith, esq., was 
elected alderman. 

August 24. — Notice was given, ** that the diversions usuaUy 
performed at Long Benton, on that day, would be on Monday, the 
26th of August, to which would be added that of bull-baiting, and 
others entirely new." << N. B. — An ordinary would be provided 
at the house of Thomas Codling." 

August 26« — Nicholas Haddock, keelman, of Sunderland, was 
hanged at Durham for the murder of Mr. Thomas Alder, fiuiner, 
at Hilton Park-house. He confessed the fact, and died penitent. 
On the 2l8t of the preceding May, as Mr. Alder was walking in 
his fields, he was attacked by Haddock, who knocked him down, 
and murdered him by cutting his throat from ear to ear, ri[^ng 
up his belly, &c, A young man, servant to Mr. Alder, coming 
that way ^ith milk, saw the murder, whereupon Haddock threat- 
ened to kill him also. The lad immediately ran to Sunderland, 
and got assistance to apprehend the murderer. On coming to the 
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iihoe where the deceased -la^, the murderer was standing by the 
wifj and swore he would kiU the first person that came near him, 
Ml whidi the joon^ man knoclred him down with a stone, and the 
Mt kid bold on hun and secured him. Haddock when in con* 
heneat dedared that he had no malice against Mr. Alder, nor 
em saw him before in his life to his knowlcSlge. At the place of 
execution he said he was distracted at the time when he did the 
Brtu deed* 

1746 fSipi. T^— In the night, All Saints' church, in Newcastle, 
wai broken mto, ** and thereout taken a book intitled Burkitt upon 
the New Testament, with a well-polished chain beloMing thereto. 
If such book or chain should be offered to be pavmed or sold, the 
person or persons to whom such offer shall be made, are desired 
to stop the same, tosether with the person or persons, and give an 
aootmnt thereof to the wardens of All Saints." This is merely to 
shew that at this period there were books chained in this church. 
8qpitmb0r^^^The flame of rebellion having burst out in Scot* 
isnd, eufy in this month, pursuant to orders from the board of 
ot^naactfy the garrison of Berwick was put into the best posture of 
defence, and ^50 stand of arms were brought from the seat of the 
Eari of Marchmont, and deposited in the magazine there to pre- 
Tent them from falling into the hands of the rebels. On the 17th, 
Edinburgh surrendered to the rebels, in consequence of which, 
most of the gentlemen and their fiunilies between that city and 
Berwick hastened to the latter place for protection. Lord Mark 
Ker who was on his march to Eainburgh at the time of its surren- 
der, returned again to Berwick, which had by this time become of 
great importance, as it was thought this would be the next place 
attacked by the rebels. Sir Henry Liddell, and Sir William Mid- 
dleton, also arrived at Berwick to obtain the best possible informa- 
tkm. At this time loyal addresses were sent from Durham, New- 
castle, Berwick, &c^ to his majesty. September 18th, information 
having arrived at Newcastle that Edinburgh had surrendered the 
day before, occasioned an universal surprise and consternation, but 
by the active zeal and timely care of Matthew Ridley, esq., 
mayor,* in concert with the rest of the magistrates, every neces- 
sary means of resistance were adopted, and on the followmg day, 
the posse of the town was raised by the sheriff, on which several 
thousands of the inhabitants entered into a voluntarv engagement 
to arm themselves and join his majesty's forces in defence of the 
town* On the 20th, great numbers appeared in arms at the 
Guild-hall, and were formed into companies under the direction of 
proper officers. The town-walls having been repaired, and all the 
pUes and entrances except three waUed up, a survey was taken 
m order to judge of the places most proper to plant cannon upon,f 

* There is an elegant monuinent bj Bacon, to the memory of this jMttrio- 
tic magisfente, io 8t. Nichohis' church, whereon is recorded the aervioes he 
rendered the town of Newcastle on this memorable occasion. See April 
•th, 1778. 

t Great guns were placed on this occasion at the Close-gate, White Friar- 
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with which the town had been sufficiently Bupplled, and also with 
gailors and other proper persons expert in the management of them. 
September 21st, General Sir John Cope after the defeat of the 
king's troops at Preston Fans, where that good Christian and brave 
soldier. Colonel Gardner, was killed, arrived at Berwick, togetlier 
witli Major Mosman, and a great many other officers and dragoons. 
Tile same day 700 Dutch troops," with the Glasgow man-of-war, 
arrived at Berwick from Holland. On the 24th, Admiral Byng 
with seven ships of the line also arrived here. The same day part 
of the volunteers of Nortliumberlund, to the number of 600 horse 
and foot mustered on Newcastle- moor, accompanied by most of the 
gentlemenofthecounIy,fromwhencetheymBTched into Newcastle, 
where these brave felloivs were joyfully received. There was a simi- 
lar muster in the county of Durham, where upwards of 1,100 horse 
and toot appeared on Framwetlgate moor. This day, Colonel Fra* 
zer arrived at Newcastle, from London, and on the following day. 
Lord iMark Ker, from Berwick. On tlie 26th, Lord Ker examined 
tlie walls, &Q. of Newcastle, and declared them to be in a good con- 
dition of defence ; he at the same time ordered three machine bat- 
teries to be raised — one in the Close, another on the Quay, and a 
third, on the Windmill hills. The some day, the gentlemen whg , 
_ bad entered into a voluntary engagetncnt to defend the town, -. 
I were reviewed by his lordship and Colonel Walsh. On the 28th, 
I Ihc volunteers jomed the other forces, and had their stations a»- 
I Hgned them. Sunderland furnished Newcastle with 16 pieces 
I « heavy ordnance, offering at the same time several more, and a 
areat number of able men, if there were occasion for them. Oct. 
id, an express arrived from the Duke of Newcastle's office, stating 
Biat his Majesty had ordered directly to Newcastle, from Flanden, 
I eight regiments more of foot, which were to be followed as soon 
I H possible by three regiments of horse. Several keels laden with 
I heavy arcillory, powder, ball, and other warlike stores, came up the 
V river to Newcastle, from Clifford's forL The cannon were mounted 
I m the lown's-wall, and the ammunition was deposited in a inaga- 
L sine, in the Castle yard. October 4th, the Glasgow man-of-war, 
F aailed from the Tyne, for Scotland, with Lord Loudon, to head the 
r wcll-aSected clans, and march against the rebels; the next d&y, 
I aix hundred of La Kocque's Dutch regiment arrived at Newcastle 
I from Berwick. On the night of October the 7tli, two centinels on 
tile walls at Berwick, observing a light moving towards them, lired 
St it, which alarmed the whole town ; the general immediately got 
on liorsebock, and the garrison under arms, but nothing appearing 

I town'. Postern-gst«. Heslop'sJiouBe, Old Bopere'-lowcr, Dobiaon's-tower, 
[ Vot-gale, Hatters'-tower. GlaKiets'-luwer, PsvioraMower. St. Aodrew'c- 
I towt-r, NewgEtc, Pilgrim .Btrecl-gate, Weave ra'-lower, Cullers'-lower, Ro- 
* pers'-lowcr, PiindDn.gile, L'arpenters'.tooer, Sand-gaU', on the wall aborr 
tlie pant, Brujuj-cbarc, SandhiU-corner, Itriilgisenil, and at the hibtot's. 

* I'heae troops intnjduced an infectious fever into Berwick, which swept 
ofTurcat numbers of both nexn. In Iho monlhi of November and Decem- 
ber, 109 InLenncnlB appear in the burial r^aU'r. 
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tedktutbtbeiii, they were toon quieted again ; but to prevent being 
iuiu ff ii ed again, bon-fires were ordered to be made round the town 
in the night timey about two hundred yards distance from the walla. 
This day, James Lockhart, of Camn^th, arrived at Berwick, and 
SBfiendtfed himself prisoner to General Cope ; and a shipHvf-war, 
hired by jeoremmenty and the lung's tender, arrived at the same 
pboe. Xiie masts of die tender Iwing taken out, it was stationed 
above the bridge ; the ship-of-war, three transports, and some other 
vcMsls» were stationed bdow the bridge, which completely defend* 
ed the south part of that town. The inhabitanto had raised 1,000 
velnnleers, which were formed into fifteen companies, these, with 
the regular force, w^e determined to defend Berwick, to the last 
extiemiw. October the 1 1th, being the anniversary of the core* 
natuo or the king (George XL), it was observed at Newcastle, in 
the most hearty and poj^ilar manner. The English and Dutch 
traopB were drawn up at noon on the Sandhill, and each of them 
made three fires. Afterwards the officers dined with the mayor, 
who also gave monej^r to the men to drink his majesty's health. At 
thb momentous crisis, the peo[Je expressed their loyalty in a most 
extraordinary manner. October 12th, the followinff notice was 
poblisbed ^— << Newcastle upon Tyne, — All persons whatsoever re- 
lideBt without the wails of the said town, that have any ladder or 
hdders, are desired immediately to bring the same into the town's 
ysrd, behind the hospital in the Manors. And it is ordered, that 
DO person whatsoever (except the proper ffunners) shall come near 
the great guns, within the said town, after six o'clock at night. 
And that no person whatsoever, fire a gun or other fire arms, in or 
near the said town, in the evening or at night, when it is dark, 
upon pain of imprisonment. And all persons living without the 
iralls, but within the liberties of the said town, who have in their 
custody any fire arms, are desired immediately to bring and de* 
liver them at the mayor's house. And all persons living within the 
laid town, who have in their custody, any pick-axes or shovels, are 
slso desired forthwith to deliver them at the same place. And 
notice is hereby given, that the fair, customarily held here on the 
18th of October, yearly, will not be held on the 18th instant, but 
some time after, of which public notice will be given." <* Cuth- 
BBRTSON." Several centry boxes were set at convenient distances 
on the walls of Newcastle, and a vast number of sand bags hung 
over them, and palisadoes were fixed near them to hinder the access 
of any enemy. Several parts of the river Tyne, were also palisa- 
doed, to prevent the enemy crossing it at low water. October 17th, 
General Handyside went through Newcastle, for Berwick, to com*- 
mand there in the room of General Sir John Cope. The next day^ 
arrived at Newcastle, under convoy of the Ludlow man-of-war, the 
Robert and Jane, Francis Pemberton, from London, with sixty 
chests of arms, containing fifteen hundred, forty-five barrels of 
gun-powder, and a ton and a half of lead shot, for that town, and 
twelve gunners for Berwick. The same night, arrived at Newcas- 
tle, guarded by twelve dragoons, on his way to London, James 
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Loddart, of Ctfnwathy es^ ., and was lodged at Mr. BaAei^8» book- 
lellery in Humble't boilduigs. October 21st, the ponreTors €f 
General Wade's army, arriYed at Darlington, and emplojred idl the 
bakers in that town to get brcNui readyjagainst the arriwra the army, 
t^n on its march to Newcastle. Tli^ were great rejoicings aft 
Berwick^ upon the arrival of General Handysidey who made serend 
new regulationsy greatly to the securi^ and advantage of that town. 
October ^2dy tli^ Earl of Albemarle, and several other officers of 
distinction arrived at Newcastle, from on board the Gibraltar man* 
of-war. Same day, Grenend C<^ and Brigadier Fowkes, came mte 
Newcastle, and, on the followms day, they, together widi Ifr. 
Lockhart, of Carnwath, and Mr. Hixon, who had been taken up as 
a waj^ set out for London, lliis last, who was a noted puUicaa, 
of Perth, was apprehended at Newcastle, on the 84th of Uie pre- 
ceding month, and on his examination before the magistrate oon- 
feaMcT that he was on the Pretender's errand ; on seardung his 
portmanteau, there was found inclosed in the top of a glove, a let- 
ter addressed from the Pretender to his friends in Englnid, where- 
upon he was committed to Newgate, where he attempted to 
destroy himself, by cutting his throat with a penknife, but did not 
execute his purpose effectually. October 24th, seventeen trans- 
ports with troops, arrived at Newcastle. The r^ments were 
quartered as follows : — Howard's (called the old buf»), Ligonier's, 
rleming^s, and Price's, at NewcasUe ; Barrell's, at South Shields ; 
Monro's, at North Shields ; and Wolfe's, at Sunderland. A trans- 
port also arrived at Newcastle, with part of seven hundred Dutch 
troops, and eight transports at Berwick. Next day, arrived in 
Newcastle, wi£ the brave General Oglethorpe at their head, his 
majesty's Royal Hunters, from Yorkshure ; tney made a most gal- 
lant appearance, being well equipped with martial accoutrements 
and mounted on fine horses. At this time, there were about one 
thousand horse quartered at Durham. Same day, two transports 
with troops from Flanders, arrived at Berwick. October 28tb, 
Field-marshall Wade, commander in chief of the army which was 
to march against the rebels, arrived in Newcastle, and on the fol- 
lowing day, Pulteney's, Cholmondley's, and Blakeney's regiments, 
English ; Hirzel's three battalions, Villatre's, Holstein-Gottorp's, 
andPatot's raiments, and four companies of Brackel's regiment, 
Dutch and Swiss, arrived at the same place. October 30th, there 
were great rejoicings at Newcastle, ire, on account of being his 
majesty's birth day. At Morpeth the day was ushered in with 
ringing of bells, and in the afternoon, the magistrates met, attend- 
ed by the Royal Yorkshire Hunters (who had arrived there three 
days before with Captain Gowland at Uieir head), with their French 
horns, the burgesses and gentlemen of the town, and proceeded to 
the market-place, where one hundred and eighty men, raised and 
paid by the town, and neighbouring noblemen, gentlemen, and 
clergy, for the defence of his majesty's person and government, 
were drawn up under arms, and a large bon-fire made, when the 
healths of his majesty and all the royal family were drunk under 
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a triple diadittge of fire anna from the Tolunteert, and the load 
Imaas of the populace. The magiitrates, burgesaes, and the vo- 
hmteeny Ac^ retired to an entertainment prorided for them br 
Sir Henry liddd], bert. and the Royal Hmiters, to the Town-hau, 
vbere an el^;ant ball waa made by them fbr the ladiea, and the 
eteniBg oonduded with rinsing of bella, firing of guna, illmnina- 
tioBa, Ac. Bfany loyal hetutha were drunk, aa hia mqea^'a, the 

Jfal fiunily, the aecretariea of atate» Lord Carliale'a, the ImMita 
dhie ahire, Sir Henry Liddell, hart, and Robert Ord» eaq^ Field- 
^i»ffffc«l Wade'a, and all the generala, Ac &c. On the Slat a very 
fine tnun of braaa cannon, with ammunition, and other atorea, on 
upvaida of one hundred carriagea, and Battereau'a rmment of 
boiae fixND Ireland arrired at Newcaatle. General Wa£'a horae> 
Bfontague'a horae, and St. George'a dragoona were at Durham. 
Nor. lat. the Royal Scota arrived at Newcaatle, aa did alao about 
one hundred fbot, headed by William Thornton, eao.,* who had 
rataed the aame to join the n^al regiment of Yorkahire Huntera. 
On the aame day, eighty men raiaed by Lord Winchelaea, at hia 
own expenae, and paid to the day of joining the king'a troopa, 
arrived at Newcaatle, and joined Cholmondley'a reeiment of foot. 
AH the above regimenta were encamped on Newcaatie Tuwn-moor, 
where they were viaited by many thousanda of people from nurtoua 
parta of the country. The regimenta of Englian and Dutch which 
nad arrived at Newcaatle and Berwick from Flandera, together 
with Gardner'a and Hamilton'a dragoons, increased the army under 
tiie command of General Wade, to upwards of twenty thousand 
men. Within a few days the following generals had arrived at 
Newcaatle, viz : — ^Lords Albemarle, HusJce, and Howard ; Major- 
generals, Cholmondley, Wolfe, Mordaunt, Oglethorpe, and Went- 
wordi, Engliah; and Prince Maurice of Nassau, and General 
Swartaenburgh, Dutch. General Wade, in the king'a name, pub- 
liahed, whilst at Newcastle, a declaration, aaauring such of the 
rebels aa had been seduced or forced into the rebellion by their 
superiors, that if they would lay down their arma on or before the 
12th of November 1745, and become faithful subjects to King 
Geoive H., they should become objects of his majeaty'a clemency, 
hut that if they continued in their rebellion, they ahould be pro- 
ceeded against with rigour. Nov. 3d , General Wade, and aome of 
the other Generals, with a par^ of General Wade's horae, and 
Thornton's company of Yorkshire Hunters, left Newcaatle for 
Berwick, but the generals returned the next day to wait accounta 
of the route of the rebels. Nov. 5th, being the anniversary of Gun 
Powder Plot, great rejoicings took place at Newcastle and the other 
towns ; at Duniam, the Indepedent company muatered in the fielda 

• July 10, 1769.— Died, at hit teat at Thomville, Yorkthire, of the gout in 
hit ttomach, aged 58, William Thornton, etq., colonel of the York regiment of 
miUtia, and a justice of the peace for the Wett Biding. In 1743^ at hit 
own ezpenie, he raited a company of foot, whom he doathed and piUd, with 
whkh he marched into Scotland against therebela, and waa at the hatUe oC 
Falkirk. 
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•ud fired ibrec vullies, they then entered the cityi and after firing 
In the market- |>lace, they went to the Itose and Crown and finisb- 
«d ttte day, with drinking loyal healths. Tliis day, at ten o'clock. 
Id thf forenoon, the 6rst column of tlie rcbeU pajued the Tweed MP 
Kelaot and marched forward and entered English ground for thi- 
fir«t time, where they proclaimed tlie Pretender king, tlien retired 
the way they came, Nov. 8th, Prince Maurice of Nassau, accom- 
panied by Field-marshal Wade, and a great number of general 
tifficrn, reviewed the troops that were encamped on Newcastle 
Moor, where the amiy was drawn up in battle array, consisting of 
two grand lines, each three deep, and near two mites long, with 
tlicir otficere standing at the head of each regiment, and the traia 
of artillery properly disposed, the whole exhibiting a grand and 
imposing spectucle. Nov. lOtli, seven companies of Fleming's 
regiment, three of Barrel's, Captain Thornton's company of York- 
idiirc Hunters, and some Dutch arrived at Newcastle from Ber> 
wick, and joined their respective regiments encamped there. Next 
day James Brand* a quarter-master in Lord Kilmarnock's horse, 
lUid son of Mr. Brand, watch-maker in Edinburgh, was brought 
prisoner to Newcastle, having been taken betwixt Ecclefechan and 
Lockurby, by Mr. KJIpatrick, lieutenant of the Cumberland mili- 
tia, assisted by three of his men. Nor. 14th,' General Oglethorpe, 
with Wade's and Montague's horse, and St. George's dragoooit 
arrived at Newcastle. Same day, about nine o'clock at night, the 
Trial, sloop of war. Captain Barry, of ten carriage, and Aiurteen 
•wivcl guns, was driven ashore at Holy Island, just below the 
castle, but the crew (one hundred and ten men) happily got upon 
a rock in the sea, where tttey remained all night up to their middle 
in water. Two of the men perished in the cold. The captait 
staid in the ship to the very last. By the morning's tide, tlie vet* 
scl drove upon a rock and was stove to pieces, but the crew saved- 
the guns. The same night, two transports that had landed their 
troops at Berwick, but were going to Holland to bring over si 
more, drove ashore on the rocks at Holy Island, and were stove tt 
pieces ; the crew of one was entirely lost, but eight of the crew QJT 
tlie other were saved. The country people carried off every thine 
valiukble ttiey could lay their hands upon. Nov. 16th, MaralM' 
Wade's army marched from their encampment at Newcastle te 
Carlisle, but the general hearing at Hexham that Carlisle was thMi 
in the hands of the rcbels,f and that a body of them had marchedt 



tunllirouy, fur about the inidiUe of Novtmlier, . 

Uirmielrei ind Dtben of th«r penuuion, waited un Sir WiiUnm Youngf^ 
(imeral T-igonier, and other officers, with sn ofler, ot the expense of th<m 
QiialierR, to furnish the troops emplo;'ed ia his nujeslv'i service, in that 
severe seaann of the year in tbe north, with wooUen waiatccngta, to double 
over the breast and bell;, Iodk enough to be under their wsi«tbiniis, snd la 
be worn under their own cloalhing. which was well accepted, and ten (hoil- 
■and were to be delivered in four or (ive ilavs, and the rest with the grcabnt 
cxprilitiun. 
f Carlisle rapitulsted oa tbe lUh of November in the evening, and < 
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aouthwardsy ordered the army back to Newcastle, Grom whence 
they were to inarch directly in pursuit of them. Nov. 20th» 
General Oglethorpe returned to Newcastle with the cavalry, and 
die next day all the foot arrived. The horse and dragoons were 
^lartered at Chester-le-street and Durham, and as many as possible 
of the foot quartered at Newcastle, in the private, as well as the 
miblic houses, and the rest lodged in the churches and meeting- 
houiesy empty houses, com lofU, elass-houses, &c. Two High- 
laDden, well mounted, surrenderea themselves to General Wade 
at Hexham, and were sent to Newcastle. Nov. 24th, the artillery 
of General Wade*s army, with two regiments of foot, marched from 
Newcastle to the souUi, and on the 26th, the remainder of the 
anny took the same route. On the night of the 29th, the army 
was encamped near Barnard Castle, on its way over Stainmoor. 
A person named Thomas Collingwood, of Thrunton, in Northum- 
bennd, having been committed to Morpeth gaol for hish treason, 
made his escape from thence on the 27Ui, or 28th of riovember, 
1746. Fifty pounds were offered by an advertisement* for his 
^iprehension. He was afterwards taken and tried with the rebel 
pnioners at Carlisle, Sept. 19th, 1746, but acquitted. Dec. 5th, 
the guns which were planted round the walls of Newcastle, were 
tried by the gunners, who made a general discharge, which gave 
general satisfaction. Dec. 15th, an old fellow, captain in Glen- 
bucket's regiment, and six other rebels, were broueht to Newcastle 
from Penrith, and committed to gaol. On the night of the 17th, 
Newcastle was alarmed with the news of the appearance of a party 
of rebels at Lanchester, on their way to Newcastle, on which, in 
fett than three quarters of an hour, near one hundred and fifty 
volunteers of Captain Aubone's company assembled and offered 
their services to Colonel Frazer, to guard the pass at Newbum; 
but an express arriving soon after with the account, that the rebels 
had taken a different route, the volunteers were dismissed with 
honour. On the 18th, General Huske, with one thousand men 
from General Wade's array, arrived in Newcastle for the security 
of that town, as it was apprehended that the rebels on their retreat 
might pay it a visit. The same day, one of the Pretender's 
hussars, who had been taken by the Penrith militia, was brought 

next day at ten o'clock on the morning, it was eiven up. About one o'clock 
in the afternoon the rebels entered the city, and the next morning the casUe 
was surrendered to them. 



* ** Northumberland.— Whereas Thomas Collinffwood, son of .—— - 
Collingwood, of Thrunton in this county, was committed on Wednesdav last 
to the gaol, in and for this county at MorpeUi, for high treason, and made his 
escape from thence, in the night between the 27th and 28th cf this instant, 
November; These are thererore to give notice, that if anv person, or per- 
sons, shall apprehend the said Thomas Collingwood, and dehver him to the 
keeper of the said gaol, such person, or persons, shall have paid to him or 
them, by the treasurer of this county, a reward of £60. N. B. — ^The said 
Thomas CoUii^i^ood is a person of middle stature, about 25 yeaM of affe, 
has a round &ce, and a snort nose, and wore, when he escaped, a liffht 
coloured wig, a dark cobured coat, sod a silk handkerchief about his ne&.** 

VOL. I. A a 



176 HISTORICAL HEGisTBK ur [a. D. 1745l. 

to Newcastle and iRiprisoacd. On the 19th, a French dnunme 
dressed in red, and guarded by a party ot" dragoons, BrriT« 
in Newcastle, from Lurd John Drummond, in Scotluid, wil 
letters to Marshal Wade* and the prince of Nassau. The fa 
lowing day the marshal returned to Newcastle, and in the evenin 
arrived his artillery. The 1,000 foot brought to Newcastle b 
General Huske, lett that town on the 21st to join the duke 
Cumberland at Carlisle. Horses were provided for them at " 
ham to expedite their raarcli. The British portion o~ 
Wade's army (which marched in tiiree divisions), arrived at Ni 
castle on the 22d, 23d, and 21.th, the Dutch remoined at Durhai_^ 
December 26tb, an express arrived at Newcastle Ironi his nty^ 
highness the duke of Cumberland, then near Carlisle, to Marud 
Wade, requesting him to send directly some experienced 
of ships, who had served on board the royal navy, and under&tool 
the management of great guns; also some powder, balls, cohorn% 
matrosscs, &c., upon which Captain En-mglon-|-, and C^"^ 
Francis Heath, two of the elder brethren of the Trinity-house, 
ten other brethren of the same house to be under their dirrrrina^ 
ottered their services, and accordingly set out the next mar ' 
(or Carlisle. The ammunition was sent off immediately on 
arrival of the express, under an escort of soldiers all mounted, 
the brethren of the Trinity-house offered their services for Itaf 
same purpose. On the 27th, General Hawley arrived at Newcoi* 
tie to talce the command of the army. Marshal Wade having to 
leave the north for London. December 29th, Walter Blacket^ 
est)., and Nicholas Fenwick, esq., members of parliament for New* 
castle, \e(t that town for Carlisle, to compliment the duke of Cuii)> 
berland on the part of the corporation, and to invite his royal 
highness to that town. On the following day they arrived at 
Blackball) near Carlisle, the duke's bead quarters, where ihejwne 
received with very great civility and respect, and tliey had the 
honour to (tine with his royal highness, at which time the rcbeb 
hung out the white flag. On the 31st, they had the pleasure to 
make part of the duke's cavalcade in his triumphal entry into Car- 
lisle.} January the 2d, 1716, they returned to Newcastle. On tlie 
4th, all the forces at Newcastle had marched nortliward& This 
day Cobham's dragoons marched from Hexham to Morpeth on 
their way to Edinburgh, and on the 6tli, the Scots Fuzileers and 
Lord Semple's regiment arrived at Newcastle, which place they 

• The following answer by Geneml Wade was returaed by the French 
drummer, vik. i — " Tballhe manluil hath no aniwer la gin lo IhekUcr brought h) 
ttim,aaiaiatbe can rtceivt no mramage from a permnrho li a mijcrl of the king'; 
am! 1b rtbeOim agi^H hU maktiy.'' 

t August 17tb, 1773< ilied in Newcnatle. n^ SS, Csplain William Erring- 
ton, msjiter of the pilots of that port. In Lia prime of \\^<s he was 9up|Meeil 
to be the strongest man in England, which h« occsainnall^ guve proof of by 



thnt Carlisle had Binrenderal to the duke of 
yoiiings at Ncwcnstl ~ 
ring Ml the night and the i 



npgrait r^oiiings at Ncwcnstle. Beinj^ new ye«r>i 
' ■'ngslltli -'-'^' - ■ - - -' 
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left OD tiie 8th for Edinbuigfa.* On the 12th, arriyed at Shields 

fion London, tweWe 18 poimdere, for the use of Tynemouth fort, 

with two officers of artiUery, and 19 gunners and niatrosses for 

General Hswley's army at Edinburgh. January the 14th, an ex- 

{vess arrived at Newcastle for General Hawley*8 field artillery, the 

aezt day the gunners, matrosses, &c. marched for Edinbumh, and 

the ibUowing day the train of artillery, ammunition, and General 

Hawley's bi^gage, set out for the same place, under a sufficient 

gmd. At &e battle of Falkirk, in Scotland, which was fought on 

the 17tfa of January, 1746, the gallant exploit of the brave Mr. 

HaD, of Newcastle, must not be omitted. He was a captain in 

Monro's regiment of grenadiers, and sold his life dear in this 

engagement : — Five of the rebels having taken one of his men pri« 

soner, the captain boldly attacked them, killed two or three with 

his own hand, and released the grenadier, but the ungrateful pol- 

tiooo immediately fled and left ms captain to the mercy of a fresh 

po m t of rebels who butchered him in a most barbarous manner 

with their broadswords. January 19,f Lord Mark Ker*s dragoons 

mardied through Rothbury to join General Hawley's army at 

Edinburgh, by way of Kelso ; the following day the marquis of 

Granby's regiment arrived at Newcastle, and the duke of Bedford's 

die day afler, both in excellent orders On the 23d, a squadron of 

Montague's horse arrived at the same place on their way to Edin- 

* Esriy in the mominff of January 7« a fire broke out in Chester-le- 
Stveet, in the house uaeS for a guartUhouse there, in which waa about SO 
hone load of baggage, all which waa entirely conaumed, with the house, iu 
about two hours. 

"f- According to the parochial register of Norton, in the county of Dur- 
ham, the following officers, &c., were buried there, ** 1746, January 18, Bar- 
nard Gentant, a German soldier.*' ** January 19, Sir Frederick Muntz, 
from Oere, in Germany, captain of the regiment of the duke of Holstein. 
Gottorpu** ** Same day, Martin Schmisky, from Prussia, captain in the same 
regiment, both buried in the church cast of the font.*' '* January 31, John 
Furaall, drum-nuyor in the same regiment." 

^ Extract of a letter from Sunderland^ dated January 21, 1746.—** Yesterday a 
Bumber of people, consisting chiefly of sailors, went about ten o'clock in the 
morning to the popish mass-house in this town, where they found several 
people at prayers and a couple to be married, who, with Mr. Honkins, their 
priesty all fled out ; upon which the sailors immediately pulled down their 
altar and crucifix, together with all the seats, the priest's robes, all their 
books, the furniture, and every individual thing in the room, and burnt them 
in a fijre in the street, made for that purpose ; and also a huve library of books 
and papers belonging to the priest, among which was foun(r(before they were 
committed to the flames), a list of the names of several people in this place 
who are well affected to the present government, called by the papists Odd 
Friend*^ with letters annexed to the names not yet decyphered. The list so 
found is wrote by the popish priest's own hands, and is as follows :— ^4 lUt of 
Odd Frimds. Matthew liussell, S D ; Thomas Ayre, S D ; Warren Maud, 
8 D ; Mark Burley, S D ; Maylin, W ; Inman, F F ; Craggs, S D ; Matthew 
Carr, F; George llobinson, SB; George Syal, B ; Ann Sval, B; Natli. 
Leak, B ; Cooper Shiphanl, VV ; James Donniicn, O ; William Wilkinson, 
H; Thomas Firriby, SD; John Hodgshon, SB; Ofiicer Bainbridgi*. 
This piece of wood I cut off' an old chair in Jarrow church, which was the 
chair St Cuthbert sat in to hear confessions. Nicholas TATLoa." 
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burgh,buton the 2dthreturnedsouthwari]. Afreshset of 102 horses 
arrived at Newcastle from London, on the 23d, for the train of 
artillery, from whence they set forward to Edinburgh. The follow- 
ing day the marquis of Granby's regiment was reviewed by Gen&- 
ral Wentworth. January 25th, his royal highness the duke of 
Cumberland set out from London, and travelled northwards as fax 
a Wetherby before he took any rest, where he arrived on the fol- 
lowing night. About eight o'clock at nighl on the 27th, his royal 

' bighness arrived at the city of Durliam. He was met by the 

) mayor, recorder, and aldermen, with the town's music and ban- 
ners at the head of Elvet, where he was welcomed to that ci^ in 
ft short speech bv the recorder ; they then marched in processian 
before liis royal highness through the city, which was illuminatedi 
and thouEanua of people shouting as if they would rend the skies. 
On the some night the news of his royal highness's approadi waa 
brought to Newcastle, which immediately ran through the town, 

' and carried with it every where a transport of joy ; thousands of 
the inhabitants flocked to the low parts of the town, along tha 
bridge, and into Gateshead, happy in the pleasing expectations of 

' beholding tliis heroic prince. The streets in Newcastle, through 
which he was to pass, were lined with the duke of Bedford's and 
the marquis of Granby's regiments under arms, but his royal high- 
SB having been retarded by the badness of the roads could not 
reach Newcastle quite so soon as the rapidity of his progress had 
occasioned him to be expected, the soldiers therefore were dia- 
charged from duty at ten o'clock at night ; however, about one 
o'clock on the morning of the 26th, his royal highness safely arrived 
at Gateshead, where he was welcomed by a Kind of iUuminatien 
which gave his roval highness great uneasiness to see. The mob 
having set a mansion-house, with a popish chapel within it, on fire,* 
at that place on the occasion. The outrage is said to have proceed- 
ed from the following circumstances. The family being front 
home, the house, chapel, &c. were let\ to the care of the gardener 
whose name was Woodness ; when the duke and his attendant! 
were coming down, the mob being anxious to see them, several of 
them climbed upon the garden walls to have a better view, whoi 
the gardener afraid of his master's property, let loose some di^ 
upon them which bit several who were keelmen ; being exasperate<^ 
they attempted to catch the gardener, who, no doubt, would hava 
ftllen a victim to their rage. Finding the object of their fury had 
eluded them, tliey set fire to the mansion-house, &c. He wal 
t on the bridge at his entrance into Newcastle, by the mayor 



'S of the lUddclb. of Swinburne Cnstlc nnd 
re mnnv yean aiiaUd at it, and, in their time, it wns called Qitc^ 
At tbe time when tlie house was tireil, It waa tlie seat of tha 
Claverings of Cnlklj, since wbicb time it has been untenanted The mim 
still remun. The same momioa wrlr, some disorderlv persons broke and 
entemi into n house calletl " The Kuns," in Newcastle (where mat u- 
cillier popish clittTich, and look siviijr nnd destrojcil several (pmds, tu. bt- 
Imifting to il. VUq corporutimi liberaltv oHereii £bO. for the dlscoverr of. 
the oH?iuk™ 
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Md aldefmen in tfadr fecmalities, attended by teveral other gentle- 
Ben* wbo after hniing peid him the compliments due to his exalted 
twak and station, wdOced before him to the mansion-house, the 
streets being all the way iUuminated with torches and flambeaux, 
die befls tinging and guns firing during the time. As soon as he 
entered the mansion-house, the people pressed in after him, and 
the cmwd was so great, that in a little time he thought proper to 
retire to his dumber, where, after taking a little refreshment, he 
retired to rest, and slept soundly for about three hours, then rose 
hale and actiye, as if he had suffered no fatigue, and having dis* 
f^fix^^ aoch business as required his immediate attention, he 
Ian al fast ril in the great dining-room, amidst a crowd of glad 
spectatorsy who made no end of their gratulations to this heroic 
prvBce and his illustrious family, which were amply repaid by his 
nijal highness's affid>ility. He was attended by the earl of Albe* 
mariey whose son. Lord Bury, a promising young nobleman, was 
aid dig camp to the duke. They had travelled in a coach and six 
fipom London to Durham, but finding the roads grew worse, his 
nijal highness was pleased to accept of a horse, which was pre- 
sented to him by George Bowes, esq , M. P. ibr the county of 
Dorfaam, upon which he rode into Newcastle. On Tuesday morn- 
ing, Januaiy 28th, about seven o'clock his royal hiehness proceeded 
to the north, and was saluted on his departure with a peal of bells 
and a discharge of cannon from the town's walls. His royal high- 
ness was saluted with every demonstration of loyalty and affection 
at every town through which he passed. At Morpeth he was met 
by the bailiffs and other officers, accompanied by the principal in- 
habitants and most of the neighbouring gentry, who conducted 
him into and through that town ^for he made no stop in it) with 
all possible marks of affection and repeated acclamations, when 
the duke's army reached Felton, Edward Horsley Widdrington, 
esq., who professed the Roman Catholic religion, caused the con- 
tents of his well-stored cellar to be carted to the street of the vil- 
lage, where he regaled the different corps as they advanced, with 
breaid, beef, and beer. His royal highness, in passing tlirough, 
experienced his hospitality, and at parting expressed his satisfac- 
tion at such distinguished liberality. Mr. W. replied, that he 
wished well to his illustrious family, and detested internal commo- 
tions, as neither plenty nor pleasure could be enioyed independent 
of peace. The sympathetic zeal of the inhabitants catcliing his 
royal hi^hness's attention, he graciously condescended to bestow 
upon this village, the meritorious appellation of the loyal Utile vil* 
lage of Felton, His royal highness dined at Alnwick, and was 
welcomed with loud huzzas, and every other demonstration of joy. 
About two o'clock on the morning of the 29th, he was met upon 
the bridge at Berwick by the mayor and magistrates, who con- 
ducted him to the governor's house, where his royal highness 
lodged until eight o'clock, when he set out for Edinburgh. Tlicre 
were great rejoicings by fhrine of gims, rini^ing of bells, illumina- 
tions, and continued huzzas from the people during the few hours 
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t Berwick. lie was also preseiiled 
1. Jan. 31st, two squadrons of St. 
George'i dragooDS, and a large party of Lord Mark Kcr's dragooDi 
marched through Newcastle to join the duke of Cumberlanifa 
army at Edinburgh. Feb. Gth, the duke of Kingston's light di» 
goons arrived at Nevrcastlc on their march to Scotland ; thejr 
were exceedingly well equipped. On the 10th the duke of Cum- 
berland's ba^age, carried on mules, richly caparisoned, paned 
tlirougli Newcastle for Scotland ; and, on the 13U), about £-Hi,i)00. 
in cash, was sent from Newcastle to Scotland for the use of the 
army, escorted by a party of dragoons. On the 17th, in the ni^ti 
some rebels, imprisoned at Nct^'castle, attempted to brtak out tf 
the gaol, but were discovered before their design was accomplished, 
and committed to cold quarters, by being chained to the dungeon 
wall.* The duke of Cumberland's baggage returned tbroi^ 
Newcastle for London on tJie l^lst. March 3d, thirty transpoitt 
which had landed the Heesians at Leith, arrived in the Tynf^ 
under convoy of his majesty's ships the Sheemcss, Gibrut>ri 
Grenada, and Hawk sloop. On the 11th, the Dutch troops com* 
menced embarking in these transports, which sailed from Shietdl 
with the first fair wind. Four chests of money were conveyed 
through Newcastle for the duke of Cumberlanifs army, escorted 
by a party of dragoons on the 9th of March. All fears respecting 
the rebels being at this time dissipated, the gates of Newcastle, 
whicl) had been built up, were ordered to be opened as formerly. 
April the Uth, the duke of Cumberland's travelling coach passed 
through Newcastle tor Scotland, drawn by six grey horses, and 
attended by eight husr^rs. April the 21st, an express arrived at 
Newcastle to Colonel Stanwix, with the important information of 
his royal highness having obtained a complete victory over the 
rebels on the Kith at Cullodcn. The news of this glorious action 
ran through the town like a torrent, and in a few minutes had ex- 
tended to every corner, All business was immediately suspended, 
80 that the streets were quickly crowded, and echoed with repeat- 
ed shouts and acclamations ; tlie hells of all the churches were 
rung, and the guns incessantly thundered from the ships and round 
the walls. About five o'clock in the attemoon, the marquis of 
Granby's regiment was drawn up on the Sandhill, where tbe 
mayor and magistrates were assembled, and fired tliree vollies, 
during which many loyal healths were drunk amidst the huzzas of 
the populace. In the evening, bon-Gres were lighted in the streets, 
and tlie windows, both of the houses and churches, were very 
splendidly illuminated, as were also the ships in the river; the 
young gentlemen of the Free Grammar School caused tar barrels 
to be burnt, and had their school illuminated at their own expense. 
Nor were the rejoicings confined to the limits of Newcastle, but 

" When the caol ww being pulk-d clowji, I saw a number of nisssv iron 
rings uiTixeil ti> iHc wall* nf the very ikrlr, damp, anil gloomy liuiigeon which 
wsfl upon tli? gnjimd floor, uDiieniesth the gstewsT, i " ' "^^ " " 
tentd Newcsstle from the north. 
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equally manifested by all poesible danoostrations in ereiy toim 
and Tillage, and even private houses. April 22d, Lord Bury went 
through Newcastle express for London, with the porticttlars of 
that ^orious action. On the 2d of May, the French officers and 
men who had been taken prisoners at uivemess, arrived in New- 
castle ; the officers were at liberty on parole, but the men were 
confined in the MoothalL On the 5th they left Newcastle under 
a strong escort for Carlisle. May 26th, his serene highness Fre* 
deride, prince of Hesse, arrived in Newcastle from Scotland ; he 
was received by ringing of bells, firing of guns, &c* The marquis 
of Granby's regiment paid him proper honours as he passed 
through the streets to his quarters, where the mayor and the other 
officers of the corporation waited upon him. The prince observ- 
ing the people to crowd about his quarters, very obliginsly placed 
himself at an open window for a consideralde time. He was in 
the 26th year of his age. May the 29th, arrived in Newcastle, 
for London, on parole, the Pk'etender's cook, who carried with him 
to the Princess Amelia, by order of the duke of Cumberland, three 
pies made at Culloden house for his master the day of the battle ; 
and also some cheese belonging to the Pretender, as a compliment 
to the duke of Richmond, both found in Culloden house. The 
cook was busy dressing the Pretender's dinner in the time of the 
action, but as soon as the news came to Culloden house from the 
Pretender that all was lost, he left off cooking, mounted his horse» 
aud attempted to get to Inverness, but was taken prisoner on the 
road by a party of the king's troops. June the 16th, a man named 
Lewis, a Welshman, and one Baillie, an Irishman, were shot at 
Berwick for deserting from the king's army into the rebel army ; 
the latter in his confession said, that the day of his execution was 
the anniversary of his marriage, and about the same hour. July 
10th, arrived m Newcastle in a coach, under an escort of a party 
of dragoons, commanded by Lieutenant-colonel Cockayne, John 
Murray, esq., of Broughton, the Pretender's secretary, and the 
following day he proceeded to London; he looked exceedingly 
pale and dejected. On the ISth, Sir William Middleton, b^ 
arrived at his seat at Belsay Castle, in Northumberland. He 
had attended the duke of Cumberland from his passing through to 
Scotland, and was present at the battle of Culloden. July 28d, 
about one o'clock in the morning, his royal highness the duke of 
Cumberland arrived at Newcastle from Scotland. He was attend- 
ed by Lancelot Allgood, esq., high sheriff for the county of Nor- 
thumberland, and Sir William Middleton, bart., in a coach and 
six, and was welcomed to town by Cuthbert Smith, esq., mayor, 
William Cuthbert, esq., recorder, and several other persons of dis- 
tinction, at Newgate, after a polite and genteel manner. From 
thence he was conveyed to the mansion-nouse, where his royal 
highness was presented with the freedom of the town in a gold 
box, by the mayor, and was also presented with the freedom of the 
company of masters, mariners, Ac, of the Trinity-house, by 
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Francis Heath, esq^ master of the said company, in another 
gold box, being both of curious workmanship, both of which 
his royal highness accepted very graciously. The marquis of 
Granby, and other persons of distinction accompanied him from 
Scotland. The expedition of his royal highness*s journey to 
London not permitting him to stay long at one place, he set 
out about three o'clock the same morning with a great deal 
of company. There were illuminations, bon-fires, and other re- 
joicings on the occasion, and mock Pretenders were burnt in 
different places. On the 28th arrived in Newcastle, in a coach 
and six, the fiunous Lord Lovat, under the care of Major 
Gardner, escorted by two troops of dragoons. He came from 
Morpeth that morning, and travelled only one stage a day ; he got 
out of the coach to his lodgings by the assistance of two of the 
dragoons, with his arms round their shoulders, and two of their 
arms round his back to support him. His postillion, and two other 
persons, taken prisoners with him, attended him to London, the 
first of whom was to be evidence a^nst him. The next morning 
he proceeded on his journey attended as above, and was hissed as 
he passed along the streets, by the incensed populace.* In August, 
the high sheriff of Northumberland, received orders to return his 
majesty's thanks to the gentlemen of the said countir> for the dis- 
tinguished zeal they had shewn for his majesty's service during the 
continuance of the unnatural rebellion. September 15th, Alexander 
Anthony, a soldier in general Cholmondley's regiment, quartered 
in Newcastle, was shot on the town moor, for enlisting in the 
French service. He was wounded at the battle of Fontenoy, and 
made prisoner by the French, afterwards persuaded to enlist into 
Fitz-James's horse, with whom he came over to Scotland and joined 
the rebels, and was very active in their service at the battle of 
CuUoden, after which he was taken prisoner. He died a Roman 
catholic, behaved decently, and begged of all his brother soldiers 
never to desert their colours. He was about 23 years of age, and 
bom at Stamford, in Lincolnshire. December 8th, 1746, Charles 
Radcliffe, esq., brother to the unfortunate earl of Derwentwater, 
was beheaded on Tower-hill, London. He was tried and con- 
demned for being in the rebellion in 1715, but escaped from New- 
gate on the 11th of December, 1716, He was taken in the Soliel, 
a French privateer, November 25th, 1745, with Fitz-James's horse, 
and about one hundred others, French, Scots, and Irish, and a 
great quantity of arms and ammunition, bound to Montrose, to 
assist the Pretender, in the rebellion of that year. On his ex- 
amination, he contended that he was not Charles, but Francis 
Radcliffe, who had retired to France previous to the rebellion in 



• He was beheaded on Tower-hill, London, on the 9th of April, 1747- Im- 
mense crowds of spectators were on scaffolds to behold the exit of this extnu 
ordinary man, but some of them suffered for their curiosity, for one of the 
scaffolds breaking down, several were killed on the spot, a great number had 
their bones broken, and were otherwise horribly bruised. 
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1715, but two penonB froni Northumberland, named Abraham 
Bunting" and Thomo* Mouzeley, snore to hie identity, and he was 
executed as above on his former attainder. This unfortunate gen- 
tleman, was the youngeat of three eons bom to Sir Francis Kadclitfe, 
his father, by the lady Mary Tudor, natural daughter to King Charles 
II. by Mrs. Mary Davig. From tlie time of Radcliffe's escape he 
had resided abroad, and latterly in France, where he married the 
lady Newbirrgh, relict of the honourable Thomas Clifford, by whom 
he had two sons and a daughter. James-Bartholomew, the eldest 
tan, was prisoner with him in the Tower, and afterwards claimed 
the earldom ot' Newburgh in right of his mother, and died in 
1776. January 11th, 1747, Lieutenant Melvil and Ensign Rey- 
nolds, officers in Cholmondley's regiment, (juartered in Newcastle, 
happening to be in company at a tavern witli some gentlemen, 

Mr. Reynolds several times drank d to all Scotsmen, call- 

ing them rebels, &c., though he knew Mr. Melvil was a native 
of that country, which enraged the latter to a very great de- 
gree, but the company prevented them doing any harm to each 
other, and they seemed after to be reconciled; however, their 
»words were taken from them, and they were sent to their re- 
spective lodgings under arrest. NcKt morning, Mr. Reynolds sent 
a challenge to Mr. Melvil, to meet him at a place named, and so 
impatient was he for an answer, that he could not wait the return 
of tlie messenger, but went himself to the house where Mr. Melvil 
lodged, who, being in bed) immediately got up and dressed himself, 
and then told the messenger that Mr. Reynolds might come to him 
as soon as lie pleased. The unhappy man came up stairs directly, 
and in a few minutes the pistols were heard to go off as one shot, 
and Mr. Reynolds fell. Mr, Melvil immediately afler came down 
stairs, and desired the people of tlie house to call a surgeon to the 
assistaDce of his antagonist, which was expeditiously done, but to 
no purpose, as he expired before any one could come. Mr. Melvil 
retiretl by the Carliol CrofVf and was that day seen with his ser- 
vant, three miles north of Morpeth, both on foot. Mr. Melvil had 
parried Mr. Reynolds' pistol, as the ball had struck the wall above 
a man's height, but the ball fired at Mr. Reynolds went in at one 
ride of the breast, and out at the other, and lodged in tlie room 
door. The coroner's inquest sat several hours on the body, and 

• Abraham Bunting swore, that tbe first time he saw the prisoner was at 
the funeral uf one of tlie &mil_v,in<l that he sair him once, he believed, oAer- 
wards ; snd the last time he saw him was on horse-back, at Hexham, with the 
rebels, in 1715, mid that he waa sure the prisoner wu the perwrn. Thomas 
Mouseley awote, he lived within two milea of the leat belon^ng to tbe Der- 
ventvater &mit,v. In Northumberland, that he bad often seen the prisoner 
tt the bar, and that he knew him to be Charles Radditfe, brother of the bte 
carl of Derwentwater; being asked by the prisoner's counsel how be coulil 
be so pcnitive, he saiJ. by a scar on the right siJe of his &ce, which was always 
much whiter than the re^t of bis fiice, and looked like the mark of a scold. 
This appeared plain upon the prisoner's &ee. 

t 1 would infer that Mr. Melvil lodged in a house on the east side of Pil- 
grim Street. Perhaps the perforsUon in the door might be traced at this day. 
VOL. I. B b 
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t hrought in a verdict of manslaughter. February the 6lh, 1747. , 
I George Maccan, a soldier in General Guise's regiment of foot, quar- 
f 'lered at Berwick, was shot there for (leserting four limes, at one of 
f irhich he joined the rebels. He was also much addicted to steaJ- 
I ing. The morning of his execution, under favour of the noise of 
I ^e drum beating the reveille, he attempted to break out of (^1, 
E having, with no other instrument than his handcutfit, beat such targe 
I miecei of hewn stone out of tlie walls which nobody could have 
I MMgined to have been done witliont a great hammer. 

1746 (JcM,2}. — According to the register of St, John's church, 
[■fa Newcastle, Edward Chicken, was buried there, on the above 
^dn. He was a member of the incorporated company of weaveri, 
I ^wcastle : twenty-6ve years clerk of St. John's churcli, in that 
I town : and author of that very ludicrous and descriptive poetn, 
ilatilled " Tht Collier's Wedding" Another piece iniitled "Ifo! 
^ XV< M the TriUh," is attributed to Mr. Chicken. A neir edition 
" The Coltirr's Wedding," with notes, and a memoir of the 
jnUior, was published by a genllcmao of Newcastle, in 1S29. 




ITtid cut thews the tower wherein the company of free weavers 
Uvr thpir meetings. It formed an angle in the town's wall, but is 
HOW tMilatrit, the wall having been removed for the formadon of 
l*tiid|H' Street. Ac. 

{ f iifttrmh*r 3, — John Stewart, was executed at Morpeth, accord- 
">S '" **'• WHti'nce, tor breaking Mr. Stokoe's shop, in the Castle 
li*rth, Nrwciutle, and stealing goods : also for stealing a horse. 

SufitrHi h tr ft. — Three men and one woman escaped out of Dur- 
!»*•« K*nl, with their irons on. 

A|-»i)iff i{4^— Died at Horse-gate, in llie parish of Ryton, Mr. 
Kxtx'K Ijiws, titrmer, in the 109lb year of his age. He retained 
•u <>»ritKwv and senses to the last. 

(V«wAv> i» — I'VancGS Wrench was buried at Norton, near Stock- 
'\\\\t.- I lOth year of her age. 

" (. "* "45.— At ten o clock in the morning, a fire broke 
I rvldui Hall, which burnt with great violence, and in foui^ 
'"•""""■■^ tfas body of the house. The wind being moderate, 
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tiro wings vere Mved Grcm the flamesy and all things of value 

were saved. 

1747 rJpril 15^^— The first market or show of black cattle, was 
Ud at Morpeth. 

Mt^ 11.^— As the Newcastle Merchant, Captain Scowrfield, was 
coining up the river Tjne, to her mooring at the hi§^ crane, 
NewcMtle, there hiqppened to be a two pound boU in one of her 
guns, unknown to the captain or any of the crew, so that upon her 
nra^ as was usual when ships came up the river, th^ ball was shot 
out, but hapfUy did no other mischief than penetrating eight inches 
into a atone m the Exchange, aikl rebounding back upon the Quay. 

Auffua 28^-- In the night, thirteen French prisoners made their 
escape from Tjmemouth, by means of a hole which they had dug 
und^ the foundation of the prison into a garden adjoining. They 
went directly to Camboes, near Blyth, where the first four of them 
got into a boat, and made to a sloop lying there laden with iron, 
cat her cable, and went off to sea. The sloop was afterwards 
seised at the Brill, and, with her cargo of iron, sent back to the 
right owners. September ISth, three more of the French prison- 
ers made their escape firora their prison at Tynemouth. A fi>urth 
was tidcen in the hole as he was coming out. 

November % — At a farm house, belonging to Mr. George Rip- 
pon, at Hamsteel, near Durham, a boy holding a candle, accident- 
ally set fire to some straw in a bam, by which the bam, a stack of 
faayv and five stacks of com, were entirely consumed. 

By an inscription on the town-hall, at Bamardcastle, that build- 
ing was erected this year at the expense of Thomas Breaks, esq., a 
native of that town. 

This year, died, John Millot, esq. of Whitehill, near Chester-le- 
street. He was a man of very singular habits and conversation, as 
appears from a curious old screen still preserved at Whitehill, on 
which several of his exploits are depicted. In one compartment he is 
hunting, in another dnnking and smoking, in a third he appears as 
a successful gambler, and seems to be enforcing payment of his 
wimiings by an appeal to a brace of pistols ; and, to omit some 
other adventures, m the second compartment, his game cock is dap- 
ping and crowing, havinff <<won the 100 guineas at Newcastle, 
March Slst, 17&," whiM three rivals, Dunn, Brandling and 
Bates, lie dead at his feet, and a craven-cock, inscribed Farrer 
Wren, esq., is running away. 

114» (March 24^.— This momin^, died, the Rev. Robert Thom- 
linson, D.D., rector of Whickham, m the county of Durham, pre- 
bendary of St. Paul's, London, and lecturer of St. Nicholas' church. 
In Newcastle, aged 79 years. He was a gentleman of great learn- 
ing and distinguished judgment, his conversation easy, open, 
instructive, and adomed wiu such a modest and agreeable cheer- 
fhlness, as endeared him to all who had the hf^piness of his 
acquaintance. He was an excellent preacher, and an ornament to 
religion ; ever delighting to instruct the ignorant, and always ready 
to help the poor and needy. His extensive charities both public 
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and private, will serve as lasting monuments to this truly pious and 
good man. His library, which was very large, he left to augment 
that in the church of St. Nicholas, in Newcastle. He was blind 
for some time before his death, so that cords were placed to enable 
him to go to and fro in his apartments. His widow died at Whick- 
ham, December 16th, 1769, in the 102d year of her age. 

1748 (July W), — About two o'clock in the morning, a fire broke 
out in the house of Robert Newby, a barber, at Bamardcastle, whidi 
destroyed two houses before it was extinguished. The honourable 
Mr. Vane sent his engine and apparatus to the assistance of the 
inhabitants, which contributed greatly to the extinguishing of 
the flames. Mr. Vane very generously made a present of them to 
the town. 

August 15. — Paul Coleman was executed at Durham, for rob- 
bing Mr. Hutchinson, attorney, of that city, of his watch, ^c, and 
stopping Mr. Colling, with an intent to rob him. Coleman had 
been a chairman in London, and had come to the north for the pur- 
pose of highway robbery and house-breaking. He robbed Mr. 
Hutchinson on Elvet moor, near the city of Durham, he also took 
Mr. Hutchinson's horse, which was found the next morning, near 
Plawsworth. On searching his 'lodgings, at Newcastle, pistols, 
powder, slugs, and flints, were found. He was a desperate fellow 
upwards of six feet high. 

September 18. — A fire broke out at a little village called Bowron, 
near Barnardcastle, which in a short time entirely consumed eight 
dwelling houses, several out-houses, and three stacks of hay. 

Same day, a dreadful fire broke out at Blaydon, which burnt 
three houses with great fury, and had not great diligence and care 
been used in keeping the rest of the houses wet (the wind blowing 
very violently), all the south side of the village would certainly 
have been reduced to ashes. 

September 23. — Died, in Newcastle, Catharine RatclifF, aged 113 
years, supposed at the time of her death to be the oldest woman in 
that town. 

This year, the corporation of Newcastle, began, at their own ex- 
pense, a large causeway, in tlie manner of the turnpike roads, 1 1 
yards in breadth, across the moor of that town, by the way leading 
to Morpeth, in Northumberland. This was completely finished in 
1749, under the direction of Mr. William Joyce, surveyor. 

A play-house was built in Newcastle, upon part of the walls of 
St. Baruiolomew's hospital, near the Nun's-gate. The entrance to 
the play-house was from the Turk's Head yard. The old wall was 
visible until the late erections of work-shops, &c. in the Nun's field. 
What is at present called the Nuft's-gate, had formerly been the en- 
trance to this Nunnery. Bourne says, "Opposite to this Nunnery on 
the west side of the street, is an ancient building^ with a lai^ Gate^ 
which has formerly been a piece of stately workmanship. This, Sir 
Robert Shqftoe, recorder of this town, was of opinion, was the 
house of the Earls of Northumberland, and was called the Earls 
Inn. Grey savs it was called the Scotch Inn ; because it was 
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there that the kingsy nobUityf andhrdSf of Scodand^ lodged in time 
of truce or league with England." 

1749 fJan. 2;.^Thi8 day, the duke of Newcastle's grand ser- 
vice of plate, valued at £400,000, was brought in a keel to the 
Custom-house in Newcastle, properly guarded from Shields, it 
having arrived there a few days oefore in a vessel from Holluid. 
The next day a waggon loaded with it set forward for London, 
escorted by a party of dragoons. 

JoMuary^ — The be^ning of this month, died at Lon^orsl^, 
in Northumberland, m the Tlst year of his age, the Rev. Mr. 
Patrick Cockbum, vicar of that parish, a gentleman, who, if learn- 
ings piety, and a conscientious discharge of the ministerial duties 
were recommendations to preferment, would have appeared in a 
much higher station in the church. He officiated for some time 
in the Episcopal meeting-house at Aberdeen, where, both by 
preaching and writing, he was a strenuous defender of the revolu- 
tion, and of his majesty's title to the crown. His ingenious and 
learned ** Vindication of ike Mosaic Deluge^** was published after 
his death. About the middle of May the same year, died at Long- 
horsley, Mrs. Catherine Cockbum, relict of the above. She was 
quite a literary lady. Her theological, &c. works were published 
after her death, in 2*vols. Svo., with a portrait and life by Birch. 

January 7. — Died, in a very advanced age, David Hall, of 
Sandgate in Newcastle, better known by the name of Blind Davy^ 
who, from frequently chaunting sonnets of his own composing, 
and from the similar misfortune of loss of sight, was often stiled 
the Newcastle Homer, and very probably sung through as many 
towns as the Grecian bard, and to as numerous auditories. 

Fdjruary 6. — About noon the proclamation of peace was read, 
by order of the magistrates, in the two public markets of New- 
castle, by the sheriff's serjeant ; the ceremony was performed with 
ffreat solemnity, the magistrates appearing m their scarlet robes 
(attended by the officers in the town\ marched in procession from 
one market place to the other, in tne mi^t of loud acclamations 
from the populace who had plenty of strong beer given to them. 
The gentlemen, after the ceremony was over, went to the King's 
Head tavern, where the healths of his majesty, the royal family, 
&c„ were drunk, and the evening was concluded with ringing of 
bells, and other demonstrations of joy. 

March 5. — Between two and three o'clock in the morning a fire 
broke out in the shop of Mr. Catcheside, a saddler on the bridge 
over the river Tyne, at Newcastle, which, notwithstanding all ima- 
ginable means were used to suppress it, in a short time entirely 
consumed the said shop and warehouse above it, together with the 
shop of Mr. Reavely, a hatter, next door. The flames were so 
rapid, that no goods could be saved in either place, nor even the 
shop books. 'Die erections on Tyne bridge were chiefly of tim- 
ber, which accounts for their rapid destruction. 

April 25. — Being the day appointed for a general thanksgiving 
for the peace at Newcastle, the morning was ushered in with ring* 
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ing of bdls. About ten o'dock, the in a gi it r « t e e» in th^ acniet 
ffownsy accompanied by a great number of genttenieii» and attended 
DT all the town's offiicen, prdoeeded firom the exdiaiige to St 
NichoW churchy where • aemum waa pnreadied bj the Rev. T. 
Turner, A. M. Ticary firom Jer. xbriL Ter. 6. After which» they 
returned to the Exdiange, where three companies of Coiond 
Bockland*s regiment were drawn up^ who fired three ToUies amidst 
the loud huzzas of the populace, and recaTed a handsome pmaaA 
firom the magistrates, who then went up to the Merchants' Court, 
where an elegant entertainment was provided, at which wers 
drank the healths of his miyestjr, and all the rojal family, to s 
lasting peace, success to commerce, &c. About nve in the after- 
noon, they returned down to the Sandhill, where a fountain was 
erected, on the top of which was placed an imperial crown ; on the 
side heme the Court, was written in letters of gold, ood save thi 
Biiiro, and firom two other sides, there ran wine fiyr a considerable 
time, which was (after the magistrates had each drank a glass) 
firee fi>r the populace. At night there was a grand assembly ; the 
whole town was illuminated in a very extraordinary manner; aereral 
fire-works were pla^d off firom the tm of the castle, on the top of 
%duch were placed in ^re letters^ G. R., with a crown aver them^ 
and boo-fires were made in several parts of the town. In shor^ 
notwithstanding the great concourse of people, the evening con- 
cluded without the least disorder. 

1749 fjune II J * — ^This day (Sunday) being the anniversary of 
his majesty's accession to the throne ; me celebration of it in New- 
castle was deferred till the following day; the morning of whidi was 
ushered in with ringing of bells, &c. At noon, three companies 
of Colonel Bockland's regiment were drawn up before the Ex- 
change on the Sandhill, and fired three excellent voUies. The 
right worshipful Walter Blackett, esq. mayor, the recorder, alder- 
men, and common council being present, they drank his majesty's 
health, and gave money to the soldiers to do the same. After 
which, a great number of gentlemen, both of the town and firom 
the country, dined at the Mansion-house, where there was an ele- 
gant entertainment provided. After dinner, a number of loyal 
healths were drunk, the military firing between each. In the 
evening there was a splendid appearance of ladles and gentlemen 
at the New Theatre in the Turk's Head Inn Yard, to see the jPotr 
Peniieni performed ; firom whence the eentlemen departed, and 
met with many others of distinction at IVfr. Recorder's club, at Mr. 
Ewbank's, in Pilgrim Street, to pass the rest of the evening in so- 
cial cheerfiilness, and to view the fire works which had been pre- 
pared to celebrate the general peace (April 25), but which were 
postpmied to be played off this evening, upon a scaffold erected for 
that purpose in firont of Plummer tower, in the Carliol Croft, which 
occasioned a vast concourse of spectators ; about nine o'clock a 
guard of soldiers were placed at proper distances surrounding the 
scaffolding to keep off the crowd. The ladies and gentlemen were 
placed in the houses and gardens on the east side of Pilgrim Street, 
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gnd the Croft atTorded sutGcient ipace for tlie other spectaton, so 
that every one had a full view of the fireworks, which were com- 
menced playing off a little after ten o'clock, and continued till near 
one o'clock in the morning. They consisted of 10 dozen of sky- 
rockets; 13 sun or Catherine wheels; 12 double line rockets: 
S horizontal or Italian wheels ; 3 flying wheels ; 1 ground wheel 
nmaer ; 2 serpent mines ; 1 large balloons; 2 star mines; I coni- 
cal Ot bell fountain ; I artificial sun ; 2 Hercules' clubs ; 6 land 
rockets ; 2 fire trees ; "H equilatorat fountain -lights ; 8 pyraroidical 
fires ; G. R. in fire letters, with a crown above them, &c. They 
were executed by one Mr. Barker, a schoolmaster, in Newcastle, 
iod gave general satistaccion. 

1749 (Jttne). — A survey was made from Newcastle to Carlisle, 
under the autliority of government, for the projected military road 
between those places. This road was commenced making near the 
Westeate, Newcastle, July 8th, 1751. 

Ji^ 12 — Thomas Younglmsband, esq,, of Budle, in Northum- 
berland, with his gardener and gamekeeper, accompanied by Mr. 
Errington and a cobleman, having been shooting on the Fern Is- 
lands, the coble unfortunately upset on tlieir return to land, by 
which accident, Mr. Youoghushand, his gardener, and the coble- 
man, were drowned. 

Avgutt, — A grant passed the great seal, to Mr. William Newton, 
of Bumopfield, and Mr. Thomas Stokoe, of Bryan's Leap, in the 
cotmty of Durham, both gentlemen of great experience in the coal 
works, for a new invented method of drawing coals, stones, &c. out 
of deep pits or mines. 

October 30, — Being the anniversary of the birth day of King 
Geoi^c 11. when he entered into his 67th year, great rejoicings look 
place at Newcastle, aod all the neighbouring towns. The rejoicings 
Bt Raby castle, deserve pccuhar notice. The day was celebrated 
there in a very extraordinary manner. Most of the gentlemen of 
the county, and many out of Yorkshire and Northumberland, being 
assembled there for that purpose, and who were entertained after a 
very splendid manner, by the honourable Sir Henry Vane, bart., 
M. P. for the county of Durham, and one of the lords of the trea- 
sury. Among other public demonstrations, the exhibition of fire 
works, from a stage erected in front of the castle, was of the most 
splendid kind. On the front of the stage facing the cattle, were 
shewn the king's arms, with figures of peace and plenty, as large as 
life. The fire works were made by Mr. George Terry. 

November 4. — Died, at his house at Elswick, Mr. John Hodgson, 
linen draper, of Newcastle, and a considerable coal-owner, on the 
river Tyne, The following is the character given of this gentle- 
man, in a newspaper of that time ; — " He was a man of excellent 
talents in business and unwearied in their application, which he 
prosecuted through a great variety and extent of affiurs, with un- 
common ease, calmness, and regularity ; proceeding without bustle 
or noise, and successful without pride or ostentation ; and, as he 
always observed the strictest probity and honour in his dealings. 
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managing with care and circumspection; exact in his abccounts, 
and punctual to his engagements, his conduct obtained the highest 
credit and confidence, and he was universally beloved. During, 
the time of his illness, an uncommon concern and solicitude fbr hu 
recovery appeared among all ranks of people, which ended in a 
more general lamentation for his death, than what usually accom- 
panies that of a private person. He was, indeed, a most worthy 
example in every part of life, a great benefiictor to his country, by 
promotinff its commerce, and a happy support to many ftmflies 
concerned in his emplojonents ; a courteous and aflable acquaint- 
ance ; a kind and beneficent neighbour ; a firm and hear^ niend ; 
a tender and affectionate husband, and a most loving and mdulgeot 
fiuher. The general respect he so justly merited, occasioned a 
large number of gentlemen and others, to pay the last solenm mark 
of It by attending his corpse to the place of interment, in the qua- 
ker's burial ground, in Pilgrim Street." - 

174f9 (Dec. 10 J. — Ruth Nicholson was buried at Hartlepool, in 
the county of Durham, aged above lOS years. 

Deetmoer 25.— >A gendeman of Newcastle, having invited Geo. 
Clark, commonly called Skipper Clarky bellman of Newcastle, to 
his Christmas dmner, he set him down to seven sheep's plucks he 
had provided for his dogs. George ate four of the plucks, a pound 
of bread, three quarts of broth mixed with an ounce of jalap, a 
quart of small beer, and a pint of ale. He would have ate all Uie 

eucks, had he not been shamed out of it by some gentlemen who 
id been invited to eye witness this swinish transaction. It is pro- 
verbial at the present day, to call any person with a voracious ap- 
petite, Skqtper Clark. 

This year, Mr. Francis Armorer, of Newcastle, coal fitter, had 
living three brothers and one sister, whose united ages amounted 
to 360 years or thereabouts, and were healthy persons. 

1750 (Feb. \2) There was launched from Mr. Headlam's 

yard, on the river Tyne, in the presence of a great number of 
spectators, a fine vessel capable of carrying upwards of thirty keels 
of coals, and was said to have been the largest vessel built on that 
river. It was called « The Russell," in compliment to one of the 
owners. 

March* — A very serious riot among the keelmen of Newcastle, 
commenced this month. April 27th, several unknown persons, 
assembled in the fields, near Newcastle, and from a style proclaim- 
ed King Charles, king of England, &c. The corporation of that 
town, as appears from the following advertisement, offered a reward 
of £100. for the discovery of the offenders;— "April 28, 1750. 
Newcastle upon Tyne. — Information upon oath having been made 
this day, before five of his Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the 
said Town, that yesterday, between the hours of twelve and one 
o'clock at noon, several persons, to the informant unknown, and 
who appeared by their habits to be keelmen (and who, as the in- 
formant verily believes were keelmen), were seen in one o^ EUunck 
Fields, near this Town, and that one of the said persons, in com- 
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pioj with about five others stood up on a style and said, Iprodaim 

^rmn Charlss Jung €f England, France, wmi Ireland, JD^endtr 

4^ FmA ; and iei every omt^my way cfihinkmg^ eay^ Amen ; 

« tted words to the like effect. And that thereupon, several of 

tike other persons, to the number of four at least, immediately rose 

vp and said. Amen. The Corporation of Newcastle hereby promise 

t Reward of One Hundred Pounds, to any Person or Persons 

^ shaU discover the Person making the said Proclamation, or any 

of the Persons saying, Asmeny as aforesaid, to be paid by the Town 

Qerk upon the Conviction of such offender or offenders. By Order 

of the Magbtrates. — Cuthbkrtson." The keelmen who had 

iBade a stand for seven weeks on pretence of grievances, and who 

durii^ that time had been very renractory and riotous, cx>mmenced 

woriuDg on the 7th of May. Several of the most riotous were tried 

*t the assizes in August, and convicted ; some had three months' and 

others one month's imprisonment, and to find securities for their 

^tare good behaviour. The following are the names of the con- 

Wcted rioters, via. : — Thomas Gibson, publican ; and John Coateb, 

^hree months ; Benjamin Tate, James Stephenson, James Wanley, 

and Michael Petre, one month. This riot cost the hoastmen of 

Newcastle a considerable sum of money. 

1750 (AprU 5;.— The chapel at Tanfield, in the county of Dur- 
ham, (having been rebuilt and enlarged by voluntary subscription,) 
Was opened, and a sermon suited to the occasion was preached by 
^ Rev. Mr. Wilson, from Exodus xx. 24. ** In cUl places where I 
record my name, IwiU came unto thee, and I will bless thee" 

AprU, — Died, Sir Chaloner Ogle, commander-in-chief of his 
majesty's fleet. He was born at Kirkley, in Northumberland. 
Being destined to try his fortune in the royal navy, he was very 
early advanced by his personal merit and courage to the command 
of the Swallow man of war, when he took Roberts, the famous 
pirate, on the coast of Africa, February 5th, 1722. For this service 
Captain Ogle was knighted the year following, and he afterwards 
rose to the highest stations in the navy, being appointed comman- 
der-in-chief of his majesty's fleet on the death of Sir John Norris. 
AprU. — As some workmen were sinking a draw-well at Ebches- 
ter, a village near the river Derwent, they discovered a very 
remarkable piece of antiquity, which was supposed to have been 
an aqueduct to a Roman bath. 

AprU 18. — Died, at his seat at Howick, in Northumberland, 
generally remtted, aged 58, Sir Henry Grey, bart May 6th, 
about nine o clock at night, by his own express desire, his remains 
were denosited in the family vault in Howick church. He was of 
a very cnaritable and beneficent disposition. Upon the site of an 
old decayed church, he erected a new one, of an elegant taste. He 
laid out £100. towards building a convenient school-house for the use 
of the poor children of the parish ; and, to the former salary of 
£10. apyear to the master for teaching all the indigent children 
gratis, he added the interest of £200. yearly, for the master's better 
subsistence and encouragement. He also bequeathed the interest 
VOL. I. c c 
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of £100. to be given annually on li is birth-day to the indigent inhiw 

tants of the partBh. 

1760 {May 3).— The corpse of Mrs. Shaftoe, relict of Rober* 
[ Shaftoe, esq. of Benwell, passed through Newcastle from I^ndon^ 
I in a mourning hearse, drawn by six horses, and embellished iritis 
I mcutcheons and emblems. The body was deposited in the family 
I vault at Benwell, The now disused cemetery of that village wa» 
I St that time a place of sepulture, and, in all probability, the cb^l, 
\ now no more, would be tben in existence. 

1750 (JuRt 1). — Was married, at Rothbury, in Northumber' 
I land, Mr. William Donkin, a considerable former of Tossin, in iha 
I Mme county, to Miss Eleanor Shotton, of the same place. The 
I entertainment on this occasion was very grand, there being pro* 
1 »ided no less than 120 quarters of lamb, 'H quarters of veal, SO 
I quarters of mutton, a great quantity of beef, 13 hams, with a suiti 
I able number of chickens, &c., which was concluded with 8 half 
I mkers of brandy mode into punch, 13 dozens of cyder, a (Teat 
I nany gallons of wine, and 90 bushels of malt made into beer. The 
I com])any consisted of 530 ladies and gentlemen, who were divert- 
■ ad with the music of 35 fiddlers and pipers, and tlie whole waa 
^concluded with the utmost order and unanimity. 

June I3.^Died, at Whilehouse, on Gateshead Fell, aged 105 
lyeare, Mr. Edward Colvil, father of the cnunless of Tankerville, 
BWd of Susan, the wife of Lionel Allan, esq. She died the 1 Ith of 
I January, 1783, having attained the advanced age of 02, and had 
I' outlived her husband, ten brothers and sisters, and buried ten 
I children. Mr. Colvil's remains were interred in All Saints' Church, 
I 14ew castle, in the burial place belonging to the- family, li ap 

Sars that Colvil's Chare, {a lane leading from the Butchers' Bonk to 
i Quayside) in the parish of All Saints, was so called in conse- 
Bquence of this family having properly there. 

I - June IS — Died, at his seat at Blagdon, Matthew White, e«{. 
I He bad been many years in the commission of the peace for the 
I, county of Northumberland. On the 3Lst his remains were taken 
w\d a hearse from lilagdon to his house in Newcastle, attended by 
I «U his tenants, &c. In the evening, his corpse was interred with 

rat funeral solemnity, in the family vault in All Saints' cburcl^ 
Newcastle. 

July 3+. — There was the most dreadful storm of thunder 
•nd lightning at Darlington that had ever been remembered by 
the oldest inhabitant of thot place. The spire of tlie church 
was rent and shattered from top to bottom. On the nortb-west 
aide of it, about three yards from the top, the stones were thrown 
quite out, so OS to lay the inside open for a space of about four 
yards; betwixt this breach and the bottom were several others, 
but not quite so large, besides, the church itself was so much dft- 
maged, that divine service could not be performed in it until the 
■pire was entirely taken ilown and the church repaired. The spire, 
whicb was a very lofty one, was reckoned the highest and most 
complete piece of that kind of workmanship in the north of Eng- 
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Ind. By the sime stomi, many houses were shattered and laid 
open, and people struckt but none killed. 

1750 (JyJy S4^. — ^About eleven o'clock at night there broke out 
tiie most dreadUd fire ever known in Newcastle. It began at the 
bottom of an entnr in the Close near Tyne bridge, in a cellar made 
Me of for a warehouse, situated on the side of the river where the 
boildiBgs stood extremely crowded together, and without any 
vliarf or quay between them and the water, which made all ap- 
pitisch for assistance more difficult and dangerous. The most pro- 
bable occasion of the fire was, an innkeeper's brew-house and a 
ner^ant's cellar lying contiguous on that side where the brewer's 
copper stood, and the partition being but a few inches thick, the 
britts were so intensely heated by the flame of the furnace then 
•t woric, that some combustible goods, placed against the heated 
waU, took fire, which spread through the cellar, and had burst with 
violence into the open air before it was discovered. Above this 
oeikur was the dwelling-house and warerooms of an eminent book- 
idier, (Mr. Martin Bryson) who was from home, but his servants 
very narrowly escaped being burnt, the floors falling into the flames 
a lew minutes after they had quitted their beds. By this time the 
inhabitants o^ the town were sufficiently alarmed, and all possible 
assistance was given. The adjoining houses were unroofed, and 
chimneys and walb pushed down upon the flames to smother the 
growing fire. The streets were broke up, and plenty of water ob- 
tained, which was incessantly plied by engines and buckets In 
the mean time, all the goods and furniture that could be come at 
were removed, and placed under proper guards to secure them 
from the evil-disposed. The presence of the magistrates and the 
officers and soldiers of Lord Ancram's regiment, then quartered in 
Newcastle, were particularly serviceable, but notwithstanding, 
about ten dwelling-houses and a great many warehouses, wiUi 
abundance of goods and furniture, were entirely consumed before 
eight o'clock the next morning, when its ravages were checked. 
The damage was computed at £10,000. Had there been a wind 
instead of a calm, in all probability the whole of the Sandhill, and, 
perhaps, the greatest part of Newcastle would have been laid in 
ashes. There was a liberal subscription for the sufierers, which, on 
the i8th of March 1751, was distributed as follows : — To the two 
children of Mr. Benjamin Heslop, then deceased, £370., Mr. John 
Shaw and sister, £250., Mr. Martin Bryson, £70., Mr. James 
Hume, £30., Margaret Young, servant to Mr. Bryson, £30., Jonap 
than Haswell, a flax-dresser, £20., John Pearson, servant to Mr. 
Harrison, £20^ Mrs. Katherine Jefferson, £8., and Robert Mac- 
lean, £8. 

JyJy 25. — ^The golden arrow was shot for at Darlington by four- 
teen archers, and was won by John Bowes, esq., captain. The 
hon. Thomas Vane was lieutenant. 

August 18. — A terrible fire broke out at one Robson's, who kept 
an ale-house near the church in Bellingham, Northumberland. It 
burnt with great fury for some hours, daring which time twenty- 
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seven houses were reduced to ashes, the famiHes of whidi lost 
most of their effects, some saving only what they had on their 
backs. During the conflagration, the bam, byers, Scc^ of John 
Reed, esq., narrowly escaped, they having taken fore three times. 
The fire was occasioned by Robson having put some straw into a 
large chest in which they used to keep their oatmeal, (it being 
customary before they put down their new meal, to set fire to a 
wisp of straw, in order to make it sweet, destroy the mites, &&,) 
and, being in liquor, lighted it, shut the lid, and came down stairs. 
Some time after, his wife and he went to bed, not remembering 
what he had done ; Uiey awoke about twelve o'clock ahnost stifled 
with smoke, and he then, but too late, bethought himself of the chest 
He endeavoured to go up stairs to fetch down some cash which he 
recollected. they had in the house, but in the attempt the floor fell 
in with him, and he perished in the flames. His wife escaped in 
her shift. William Charlton, of Redesmouth, esq., had twelve 
houses consumed, notwithstanding which, he generouisly distributed 
handsome sums among the unhappy sufferers, and ordered that they 
should be provided with necessaries. 

1750 f August 27 J, — James Macfidum, alku Macfarlane, was exe- 
cuted at Durham, for robbing Robert Hopes, a boy about ten years 
old. He died penitent, but denied being guilty of the act for which 
he was about to suffer. The robbery was as follows : on the 8th of 
the preceding January, the boy on his way to school over Whick- 
ham common, passed a man with a woman sitting on his knee, who 
asked him which way he was going ? the lad answered, to school, 
on which the fellow caught hold of him, carried him into an adjoin- 
ing hollow, and stripped him of all his clothes except his breeches 
and shoes, threatening to cut his throat if he cried ouL As soon 
as the boy was at liberty, he crept through a hedge and ran to his 
father, who was at work at a little ditance, who alarmed the neigh- 
bourhood, pursued and took the fellow. He was immediately taken 
before the Rev. Mr. Lamb, who committed him to Durham gaoL 
The fellow pretended to be dumb when before the magistrate, but 
the boy reminded him of the speech he made when he threatened 
his life. This man and woman were part of & gang ofFaws^ who, 
for many years, had infested that neighbourhood. 

August 27. — From the lapse of time, and the shocks it had sus- 
tained in ancient wars, Alnwick castle was become quite a ruin, 
when, by the death of Algernon, duke of Somerset, it devolved, 
together with all the estates of this barony, &c., to the earl and 
countess of Northumberland. On the above day, the earl and 
countess, with a splendid retinUe, passed through Newcastle for 
Alnwick. At Felton they were met by a great number of gentle- 
men and all the principal inhabitants of Alnwick, who accompanied 
them to the castle, the ancient seat of the family of Percy. Both 
the town and the neighbourhood was a scene of festivity on the 
occasion. The earl immediately began to repair the castle, and 
with the most consummate taste and judgment, restored and 
embellished it as much as possible in the true Gothic style. 
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Thineen years after this time, the repairs and alterations were still 
going OH. The effigies in stone, of warriors, &c., which crowd the 
IwilemerU* of this august castle, were executed by the late Mr 
Johnson, of Stamford ham, and engaged him upwards of twenty 
Jtm. ' 

1750 (December 19} — Sir Walter Blackett, hart., the right 
wonliipful the mayor, and many other gentlemen and tradesmen 
of Newcastle, met at Mr. Ewbunks, in Pilgrim Street, when a very 
isige subscription was made towards establishing a herring Jithtry 
Aamher in that town. 

About this year the town-house or guildhall at Hartlepool was 
huilu The court-room ia about 60 feet in length, by 22i in 
1, and 15 in height. 
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1751 (Jan. 4J.— The two c 
fire, whjch }iad been purchased of Mr. Nuttal, 
London, by the corporation and Trinity-house of Newcastle, were 
^ayed off on the Sandhill, in that town, with great applause. 
That belonging to the corporation discharged 170 gallons of water 
in a Tainute, at 160 feet distance. They were played off again on 
the Sandhill on the 28th. by tlie maker, Mr. Nutial. 

January 19. — A fire broke out in the mill at Carr's-hill, on 
Gateshead Fell, belonging to Mr. Sissons, of Newcastle, which en- 
tirely consumed the same. It was supposed to have been set fire 
to, as a reward was offered for the apprehension of the offenders. 

FAraary 7. — llie frost was so intense at Newcastle, that a 
wherry, containing two men, was blocked up in the ice in the 
middle of the T^ne, where the men were obliged to remain and 
endure tlie seventy of the cold till next morning, when they walked 
ashore upon the ice. 

Febntart/ 9. — Tlie Infirmary at Newcastle rose out of a. smalt 
respectable society, who were about to discontinue their stated 
meetings ; but, previous to their doing so, wished to leave some 
permanent memorial of the society having existed. Mr. Richard 
Lambert, an eminent surgeon, and a member of this body, suggest- 
ed the establishment of an Infirmary, which met with the unanimous 
concurrence of the meeting. The first subscription was begun 
for carrying the plan into effect on the above day. May 23d, a 
temporary house in Gallowgatc was opened for the reception of 
patients. The governors, &c. met at the Exchange, and went in 
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I |4> Sc Nicholas' church, where an exelleut sennon wu 
y ihie Rev. Arch-deocan Sharp, iVom Luke x. 36, S7 
'i, tbe light reverend the bishop of Durham, as graai 
flfinnary, aceunipoiiied by a great number of' gentle- 
« assembled at tbe anniversary of the Sons of thi 
lat IB procession to the Forth Banks, where the founds 
e of ■ new building was laid, amidst the acclamationa of i 
BaocBWB of people ; afler which, his lordship made a pre- 
f A*c guioeas to the workmen. A plate of copper wh 
tei in tbe stone with the following inscription : — " Tbi 
li)M of thic Infirmary was laid on the 5th day of September 
[ k the i&tb year of the reign of King Georqe the Second, 1751 
\ kw Ute Ki^t Reverend Joskpii, Lord Uishop of Durban), Graoi 
Vmtar." On the reverse, " The Ground was given by the Cor 
IVBATIOK of Nbwcastlb, Ralfh Sowkrby, Esq., Mayor, Wiu 
I UAM Claytom, Esq., Sheriff." There were present on this occa 
F riaSiRalnh Sowerby, esq., mayor of Newcastle, Sir Walter Bladwtt 
I Wu ana George Bowes, esq., presidents ; Matthew Itidley, Mat 
""lite, and Christopher Fawcett, esqrs., vice presidents 
1 oi' the clergy and gentry of distinction in the thra 
Tha building was completely fitted up, and opened fii 
L the rweplion of patients, Oct. 8th, 1752. It was computed b 
F k*«V cost upwards of £3000. It has been considerably cxtendei} 
"a^frf. 3fSd, 1801. This cut shews the east end of the building 
ikh part is at present (1S30) being raised a story hi^er. 
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1751 (FA. 18;^Mr. Gychrisi, aged 108» was interrad at St. 
Nicfaolas churchy in Neircaatle. He was born in the twpk of 
King Charles L, consequently he had lived in the reigns of seven 
aMurchs of England, besides Oliver Cromwell's protectorshipy and 
tbtof his son Kichard. 

Mmth 20.^On the arrival in Newcastle of the intelligenoe 
that his rojral highness the prince of Wales (fiither of king George 
QI.) had died on the above day, all public diversions were put • 
itop tOy the pulpits in the vanous churches and the mayor's pew 
were hung with black cloth, and every other token of mourning 
and respect was exhibited. 

Monk 24h — In heating an oven in a gentleman's housoy near the 
sew church at Sunderland, the fire took hold of some wood adjoin- 
ing, when a woman servant went running into the diurch (being 
Smday), caUing out fire I fire I on which all the congregation 
made the best of their way to the door in the utmost contusiont 
tod in their hunj to escape, broke the font, of very curious work- 
isanship, all to pieces. 

Maridi 26, — The mayor, aldermen, and the other maffistrates of 
Berwick, attended in Uieir robes at the ceremony of laying the 
foundation stone of the Town-hall and steeple, for a peal of eight 
bells. When the mayor deposited a piece of gold under the stonCf 
the healths of the royal family, the representatives in parliament, 
and success to the building, were drunk amidst joyful acclamations* 
April 24. — A fire broke out in a bake-house at the foot of Silver 
Street, Newcastle, known by the name of Freeman's bake-house. 
The two new engines were there, and played with great success^ 
the fire being prevented from doing much damage. 

May, — In pulling down the old chapel at Comhill, in Northum- 
berland, there was found about three feet lower than the old foun* 
dadoDy a coffin of stone, about eight feet long, in which were two 
unis (i£ coarse pottery, and the shank bones and skull of a person 
of great size. 

1751 (June IS). — A fire broke out at Darras-hall, near Ponte- 
landy in Northumberland, in the bake-house of Mr. Ralph Donkin, 
•Which in a few hours consumed the same, his dwelling-house, Mr. 
Codling's house adjoining, and all the out-houses and furniture 
fadioiiging to both. 

June 28. -The right Rev. Joseph Butler, lord bishop of Dur- 
ham, arrived at his palace in that city. He was met at some 
distance from the town by the clergy, a great many persons of 
distinction in that county, and most of the principal inhabitants oif 
that city. July 4, the mayor, recorder, aldermen, and sheriff of 
Newcastle, went to Durham to congratulate his lordship on his 
arrivaly when they were received by his lordship in a very courte- 
ous manner, and magnificently entertained. Julj 17y his lordship 
arrived in Newcastle to hold his primary visitation. His lordship 
was met on die road by the rev. the vicar and derey of that place, 
with the proper officers belongmg to the severu cfaorches, who 
attended mm to St. Nidiolas' church, when, as soon as divine 
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■enrioe was ended, his lordship b^an to anfirm. On the fbUoiring 
day his lordship held his visitatioDy and an exoeUent sermon was 
preached on Uie occasion by the Rev. T. Turner, A. M^ vicar, 
ftom the 26th chi^ter of Acts, verse 29. After his lordship had 
renuiined two days at the Mansion-house (being invited by the 
magistrates), he set out to visit the northern parts of his diocese. 

1751 (July 20>l_Died, at Newcastle, Mr. Thomas Denham, 
formerly a brewer in that town, aged 104 years. 

•/td^.— As Sir Henry Grey, bifft., was snooting near the Cheviot 
hills, in Northumberhmd, he shot a very large eagle whidi had 
aiezed his dog in its talons» and was in the act of carrying it <xfl^ had 
Sir Henry not put a stop to its flight. The people in that neigh- 
bourhood had suffered great damage from this eagle among their 
lambs, one person lost bmbs to the value of £6. 

AiigyM 21. — Richard Brown, a keelman, was executed on the 
town-moor, Newcastle, for the murder of his daughter, 17 yean 
of age, by throwing her down stairs on the preceding 10th of 
November. At the gallows he endeavoured to take off* me weight 
of his guilt by alleging he had no intention to take away her life, 
and that he was so much inebriated at the time he perpetrated this 
horrid scene, that he could not recollect several barbarous circum- 
stances with which he was charged. 

August 27. — Between ten and eleven o'clock at night, an unfor- 
tunate affair happened in the house of David Shield, innkeeper, in 
Newcastle. Mr. Henry Douglas, who had been a surgeon in the 
navy, having some words with a sailor, named Edward Holliday, 
blows ensued, and the former was unluckily killed. Mr. Douglas* 
father, who was a younger brother of a family of consequence in 
the shire of Selkirk, in Scotland, gave him a liberal education, and 
bred him a surgeon. He entered the navy in 1710, served till the 
peace in 1712, and soon after was employed as surgeon-major to a 
regiment of foot, but, happening to marry, quitted it for home 
practice, which he discharged with success and approbation, until 
another war called him back to the fleet. On the return of peace, 
he came to Newcastle, living on his half-pay, and such practice as 
occurred. In his person he was about six feet high, and exceed- 
ingly well proportioned, a man of intrepid courage, good sense, 
real friendship, and genteel address. He was entering upon his 
60th year when killed, ^t the ensuing assizes Holliday was tried 
and acquitted. 

November 7. — A subscription was opened in Newcastle for carry- 
ing on the whale-fishery in the Greeenland seas, Davis' Straits, and 
seas adjacent, when a large sum was subscribed for that purpose. 

November 27. — About six o'clock in the morning, a fire broke out 
in Humble's buildings, at the head of the Flesh-market, Newcastle, 
but by timely assistance, it was extinguished without much 
damage. 

This year an order of common council was made, that the bound- 
aries of the town of Newcastle by land should be preambulated 
once in three years, which has been observed in general ever 
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uDce. The circumference b ten milea and fifty yards* The river 
boundary is annuallyperfonned. 

1752 (Fd>. 1). — ^liie felons in Morpeth gaol, having got their 

tnms filed o£P, made a bold attempt at escape. They came all 

<Iown stairs in a body, seized the gaoler and turnkey, used them in 

a barharous manner, and threatened to kill them if they did not 

^^fst up the keys ; they likewise used the gaoler's wife and sister 

^^7 ill, but on their calling out murder, the neighbours came to 

their assistance, which prevented their escape or doing further 

iiuichief. Shortly after, one Peter Brown was committed to gaol 

^ having furnished the felons with files, &c His brother was 

^nuimorted in 1744 forbreaking into Ovingham church* 

Fwruary 24. — Captain Grey was killed in a duel with Lord 
l^empster, in a field between Mary-le-Bone basin, and the sign of 
the Angel, London. Captain Grey was of the Howick family. 

JprU 13. — The following felons firom Morpeth gaol were put on 
board the Owners' Goodwill, Captain Moorland, m order to be trans- 
ported to South Carolina, for seven years, viz. : — Robert Arm- 
ftrong ; J. Fall, and Margaret his wife ; William Fall, and Jane 
his wife ; Robert Clark, and Elizabeth his wife ; James Robertson ; 
James Cowbum cUiat Cockbum ; Dominick M'Connel ; Alice, wife 
of Robert Gibson ; Jane Gregg, widow ; Elizabeth, wife of J. 
Wilson alicu Taylor; Thomas Kimmins; Peter Brown; Jane 
Campbell alias Wilson ; and Jane Gregg, junior. Armstrong was 
the person that used the gaoler and his wife and the turnkey so 
barbarously. These felons were part of the very numerous gangs 
of Faws who infested the county of Northumberland, and who 
were incessantly shop-breakinff and plundering. Fourteen were 
advertised as having returned within two years, and were again 
lurking about Northumberland. See April 18, 1767. 

Ajml 14. — Robert Shafloe, of Benwell, esq., was married to 
Miss Camilla Allan, of the Flatts, in the county of Durham ; a lady 
of fine accomplishments with a fortune of £20,000. This lady haid 
three sisters who carried equally large fortunes (uncommon sums 
in those davs) to their husbands, viz. : — Dorothy Allan, married to 
James Garland, of Michael Stow Hall, county of Essex, esq^ Susan 
Allan married to Ralph Jenison, of Walworth, county of Durham, 
esq., M. P., for Northumberland, and master of the stag hounds to 
King George II., and Margaret Allan married to Jenison ShafloCt 
of Wratting Park, county of Cambridge, esq., M. P., for Leo- 
minster. 

April, — Some workmen digging for a cellar, &c., near the 
castle in Newcastle, found a great number of human bones about 
seven or eight feet from the surface of the earth. From the quan« 
tity of bones found and the manner in which they were lying, it 
was conjectured that a number of bodies had been buried together 
in a hole dug for that purpose during some siege of the castle, 
lliey also found a stone coffin, and by the remains in it, it was 
evident that a person of extraordinary size had been deposited 
there. 

VOL. I. pd 
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1752 (Maif G^. — About two o'dodc in the afternoon, a fire broke 
out in the west wing of that most magnificent edifice at Seaton 
Delaval, the seat of George Delaval, esq.^ and in a short space oi 
time this part of that beautiful structure was destroyed by the con- 
flagration. Ste JamMory 3, 1822. 

May 12^— llie first market fi>r black cattle and sheep was held 
at Alnwick, in Northumberland, on this day (Tuesday). Out 
of an immense number of black cattle and sheep which were there, 
very few remained unsold. The concourse of people assembled 
on the occasion was very numerous. 

M(xy 15. — A fire broke out in Rock Hally near Alnwick, for- 
merly the seat of Proctor, esq., but at that time tenanted 

by some fiurmers, which entirely consumed the same, and some of 
the families escaped with their lives so narrowly, that they saved 
nothing but the shirts upon their becks. 

May 23.— About ten o'clock at night, some company went 
into Mr. Pinkney's, a publican, in the Bigg Market, Newcastle, 
when words arose between them and Ewan Macdonald, a recruit 
in General Guise's regiment of Highlanders, then quartered in 
that town ; from words they came to blows, which caused some of 
the company to leave the room, but Macdonald followed tliem out, 
laid hold on one Mr. Robert Parker, a cooper, in the entry of the 
above house, and wickedly stabbed him with a knife in the neck, 
in so desperate a manner that he died immediately. When he 
returned to the house he abused several, and broke another man s 
arm. A file of musquetceni was sent for, who conducted the mur- 
derer to the guard-house, where he was confined till next day, 
when he was committed to Newgate. The coroner's inquest re- 
turned a verdict of wilful murder. September 28th, Ewan Macdo- 
nald was executed on the town-moor, Newcastle, pursuant to his 
sentence at the assizes. This most unfortunate young man, who 
was only 19 years of age, appeared all the time of bis confinement 
deeply affected with a true sense of his guilt, and regretted niucli 
the murdered person, whom he declared to be no cause of the 
quarrel between him and another man named Parker, and who 
was also a cooper ; but at the gallows his behaviour in endeavour- 
ing to throw the executioner from off* the ladder, was unbecoming 
one just on the brink of eternity ; however, as it was generally and 
justly believed that he had been grossly irritated to tlie perpetra- 
tion of the crime for which he suffered, his unhappy end was pitied 
by every one. His body was taken to the Surgeons' Hall,* and 

* It was said that after the body was taken to the Surgeons* Hall* and 
placed ready for dissection, that the snrgeons were called to attend a case at 
the Infirmary, who, on their return, found Macdonald so far recovered as to 
be sitting up ; he immediately begged for mercy, but a young suigeon not 
wishing to he disappointed of the dissection, seized a wooden mall with which 
he deprived him of life. It was further reported, as the just vengeance of 
God, that this young man was soon ailer killed in the stable by his own 
horse. They used to shew a mall at the Surgeons* Hall as the identical one 
used by the surgeon. I have thrown this note together from the report cur> 
rent some years ago, but which is now fast dying away. 
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ckiediMeGted md anatooiiaedL The body, after diaectioii» 
Jechacd npoo by Mr. HallofveD, Mr. Stodurt, Mr. Grecmrellt and 
Bfr. Limberty sorgeou. 

1752 ^/«Ht 4^.— Was launched from Headbun's hnding, upon 
Ik river Tyne, the Ejcperinieiit, built by the gentlemen cw New* 
oMle, rabKribere to a West Indian trade. October 5» this Tesael 
cMHMmded by Captain John Scaife, sailed on her first voyage to 
Jamiica. June IS, 1753, the Experiment arnred in the Tyne from 
^maa^ after a passage of eight weeks, bringing a cargo of sugar, 
nsByponento, ame, cotton, mahogany, and hnram tIIk, in return 
ftrtfae conunodities and manufiKtures of l&rcastle, whidi had 
vttB sent out. 

Jmm^ — ^Died at Stanhope, in Weardale, Durham, Ann Myersb 
ID her lOSth year. She had her memory perfect to the last, and 
could read small print without the aid of spectacles until within 
two years of her death. 

/ify 1* — ^The Newcastle Whale Fishing Company's ship, the 
Swallow, Captain Elliott, which sidled from that port on the iKStA 
of the preceding Mardi for Greenland, arrived safe in the river 
Tjne, haTing had the good fortune to take four whales, to the 
great joy of the adventurens and to the general satisfaction of the 
whole town and neighbourhood, which was demonstrated by the 
rioffing of bells, &c. See November 7, 1751. 

Jukf 1 Irf— Seven of the gang of Fawe who had been a terror to 
Rothbury and its neighbourhood, were apprehended and sent to 
Morpeth gaol, several more were pursued to the mountains, but 
could not be come at. Various of the goods belonging to the 
owners of shops which had been broken into at Morpeth, &c. were 
found in theirpossession. 

/tf/y lS.-^Tne new chapel at Comhill was opened for divine 
service, on which occasion an excellent sermon was preached by 
the Rev. Dr. Sharp, archdeacon is^ Northumberland, from Eccle- 
uastes, chap. v. verse 1, << Ke^ thy foot when thorn goett to the 
houte of God" 

July* — Died, at Bath, John Bacon, of Northumberland, esq., 
F. R. S. and F. S. A^ and one of the governors of Bethlem and 
Bridewell hospitals, to the former of which he gave, a short time 
before his death, £100. South Sea annuities, to begin a foundation 
for incurables, for whom there was no provision. A few hours 
before his death, he desired his friends to put him in his coffin, 
with his best wig on his head, a ruffled shirt, and stone buttons in 
the sleeves, a small rine on his finger, a laced waist-coat, and a 
plain coat, with black velvet breeches, a new pair of pumps with 
stone buckles, and a clean pair of white stockings ; that he might 
be privately buried in the abbey church ; and that his servants 
might support his pall in their liveries, all which was performed. 

August )l4t. — There was a very heavv rain in the neignbourhood of 
Redesdale, in Northumberland, whicn continued without intermis- 
sion for 50 hours. It was driven by a tronendous wbd, which 
caused such knd floods as had not been remembered for forty 
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years before. The damage done lo the harvest was incalculable. 
Great quantities of com were carried down the river Coquet, 
which, from its swollen state broke down the new bridge at Weldon 
Mill. The rivers Tyne and Wear were raised to such a decree, 
that all the contiguous low grounds were flooded to a great height, 
to that the standing corn was completely destroyed, and maaj 
Btooks, together with hay, sheep, swine, &c., were all swept tenf* 
by the torrent to the utter ruin of many of the farmers. 

1152 (Sept. 27 J. — Anorder of the common council of Newcastl% 
was made on the alteration of tlie style, by an act of the 2i Georg* 
11., that at the next quarterly payment at Christmas, eleven dayi 
should be deducted out of the salaries of all persons employM 
under them, who had £10. per annum or upwards; as also out of 
the several annuities, in order to make the same, in all succeeding 
years, payable on the nominal quarterly days payable by the n 
calendar. 

October 18. — Lydia, widow of Robert Smith, mariner, aged 108, 
was buried at St. Nicholas' church, in Newcastle. 

November. — The workmen employed in making the militair 
road to Carlisle, found a great number of curious Roman coins and 
raedals, in the ruins of the old wall near Heddon. They had bee* 
deposited in wooden boxes, which were almost decayed ; ye(. 
several of the medals were as fresh and fair as if but newly stnidt 
Some were of silver, but the most part of copper, and a mixture of 
coarser metal. Several of the most curious were purchased by \h» 
Royal Society. 

Dece/Tilier 20. — The right worshipful the mayor, aldermen, and 
common council, of Newcastle, gave their assent to a request madfl 
by Edward CoUingwood, of Chirton, esq., for leave to make a dock at 
the lower end of North Shields, for careening and repairing of shipt* 

1753 (-Jan. 2+J.— Mr. William Maud, a wealthy merchant ^ 
Sunderland, having been on business at South Shields, which hav* 
ing executed, he mounted his horse on the evening of the abovv 
day to return home, but not arriving, every search was made tbr 
him ; hedges, ponds, wells, ballast-hills, and the sea banks were ex* 
amined, even the river Tyne was searched for a mile, but to nft 
purpose. His horse, with saddle and bridle, was found within' 
300 yards of where he had been last seen. His disconsolata 
widow offered a reward of 50 guineas, his majesty also offered thl^ 
like sum, and the honourable Henry Vane and George BoweU 
esq. offered a reward of 50 guineas, for the apprehension of tM 
murderer or murderers. Mai'cli 22d, Mr. Maud's body was fbuiub 
by a country boy, in a runner of water near Boldon, not ftr irow 
the roadside from Cleadon. The coroner's inquest sat upon thtt 
body the next day, and brought in a verdict of wilful murder ty 
pertons to tliem vnhnovm. 

February 17. — The river Tyne was swelled to a prodig . 
height by a thaw, when, by the impetuosity of the current, and the 
violence of the wind, all the ships in the harbour at Newcastle 
were driven from their moorings. Two of the largest stones on the 



A.9J75S.] SBMARKABLi ivivra. t05 

QoBjt in which the rings were to moor the veiaelsy weie torn up, 
and much other damage done. The river Wear roae hi&faer 
than had been known before, and so suddenly, that most of the 
houses which stood on the banks were filled to the upper stories 
before the inhabitants had time to quit them. Several garden 
walls were thrown down. The river Tees rose to so sreat a heiffht 
that incalculable damage was done ; in some parts it rose 16 feet 
above high water mark, two arches of Shincliflb oridge were carried 
away, and the middle pillar was overturned by the strength of the 
current. At Croft, near Darlington, the turnpike-house was wash- 
ed down, and about £50. of the road-money lost in the water. At 
Yarm, the Tees was so high, that it touched the covering of the 
shambles which stood in the main street; ill the shops and ware- 
houses were quite filled with water, and the damage done to the 
goods was computed at £7,000. By this flood there was a great 
loss of horses, cattle, &c. 

1753 (Feb. 25^.— About twelve o*clock at night a terrible fire 
broke out in Mrs. Rutter's malting, in Newcastle, which, in two 
hours, entirely consumed the same, with a considerable quantity of 
malt therein. 

March, — Hugh, earl of Northumberland, was constituted lord 
lieutenant of the county of Northumberland, and of the town and 
county of Newcastle ; as also vice-admiral of Northumberland and 
Newcastle, on the death of the earl of Tankerville. May 25th, 
the same year, his lordship was admitted to a personal fireedom of 
the corporation of Newcastle. 

May 12. — Died, in Newcastle, Margaret Hunter, aged 104 
years. Her beverage was mostly water or milk, having never 
drunk more than two gills of malt liquor. She was interred at 
Gateshead church. 

ilfo^ 21. — A very particular wedding was solemnized at Bishop- 
wearmouth between two younz persons. All acquaintances and 
relations on both sides were invited to the nuptials. They set for- 
ward to church about half an hour past seven, preceded by three 
violins and a bagpipe. Seventy couple went hand in hand, all dis- 
tinguished by blue cockades, besides an innumerable multitude 
which did not observe such just regularity. The bill of fare for 
dinner was as follows : — 5 bushels of malt brewed for table beer, 
10 bushels for ale, 16 quarters of lamb, 8 turkies, 10 green geese, 
8 hams, 4 dozen of hens, 12 ducks, 20 quarters of mutton, 10 
quarters of veal, 16 neat's tongues, a quarter of beef roasted whole, 
20 stones of beef boiled, 6 bushels of white peas, 80 pounds of 
butter, 16 pies ; the bride's pie was carried between two persons* 
on a hand-barrow to the bake-nouse ; 20 gallons of brandy, 8 dozen 
of lemons, 7 stones of double refined sugar, 10 bushels of wheat, a 
hundred weight of tobacco, 6 gross of pipes, tarts, whip-possets, 
cheese-cakes, and jellies mnumerable. All things were carried on 
with the strictest order and decorum tiU near eleven o'clock at 
ni^ht, when the young couple were put to bed, with all the forma- 
lities of singing, throwing the stocking, and sack posset. 
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1753 (June2). — Amachine was go!ngat this time atacollierrat 

Chaters-baugti, in the county of Durham, belon^ng to Wiliuuit 

I f^areth, esq^ invented by Michael Menzies, eeq., (for which ht 

lisd obtained an act of parliament to secure the property to him* 

, Belf,) by which coals were drawn up, not by the power of horsey 

but by the descent of a bucket full of water, of a weight Guperior 

I to that of the coals drawn up, lifting a corf of above 6O0ib. weight 

nut of a pit 50 fathoms deep in two minutes. 

June 10, — The remains of Miss Kitty Allan, second dau^h* 

I ter of George Allan, esq., of the Grange, were interred in the 

Gunily vault at Darlington, with great funeral solemnity. The psQ 

' was supported by Sir Robert Eden, and Sir Ralph Miibank, barts., 

the Hon. Frederick Vane, the Hon. Thomas Vane, WinEate Pul- 

I leine, Robert Shatloe, Edward Milbank, and James Bland, esqre. 

June 25. — This day (MonJny) the right worshipful Henry 

Partis, esq., mayor of Newcastle, gave an elegant entertainment 

It the maneion-hoiise to the right hon. the earl of Northumberland, 

Lord Kavensworth, Geoi^e Bowes, esq., and several other gectle- 

I tnen, after which they went to the town's-court, and Irom thence 

I accompanied the mayor to the moor, preceded by the proper 

L flfficers, with the king's purse of 100 guineas to be run for on New- 

f CAstle race ground. It was won by a bay horse named Cato, 

I twlonging to Geoi^ Bowes, esq., who generously presented the 

I jirize to tJie Corporation, for the puqiose of purcltasmg a piece of 

I alate for the mansion-house, in remembrance of his majesty's grace 

\ and favour. This being the first king's plate run for at Newcastle, 

I It was computed that there were not less than 50,000 persons pre- 

I wit. The piece of plate, now in the Mansion-house, is a silver cup 

I with a suitable inscription. 

Jul;/. — A fine portrait, painted in oil, of Dr. Benson, bishop 

I of Gloucester, was presented by a subscriber to the Infirmary 

I JU Newcastle, to be placed in the committee -room of that building. 

AitguH 30. — Died at Norton, near Stockton, Jeremiah Moore, 

isq., aged 57. He was the last of his family, and had in tlie Ibr- 

I -mer part of his life suflered extreme hordships ilirough the cruelttr 

T '(rfhis eldest brother, by whose means he was carried into Turkim 

'slavery, and, at the time of his brother's death, was a common seft- 

:Inan in the navy, having been pressed in the Mediterranean, after 

he had made his escape from the Turks. As he had experienced 

'ill fortune, when he came to his estate he converted it all intff 

<lnoney and settled in the north, exercising acts of goodness to J& 

\ 'his poor neighbours, to whom he left lorgcty. Having no relatiettt, 

I •fae left to six gentlemen who had been land tO' him in his adver- 

Iwty, £1,500. each, and to his housekeeper, Mrs. Ann Kendall, 

I'whom he made his executrix and residuary legatee, £3,000. in 

'~' t for her son. All the legatees were to receive their respective 

It his house at Norton, on tlie first day of the followii^ 

March, over a large bowl of punch, and they were yearly to com- 

B'VKmorate that day as long as they lived, it being tne anniverutrj 

1 ©f the day he escaped from slavery. 
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175S (Amgmat 25^— -A tm farokeootin tlie dweOing home of Mr. 
Tbomt Fonter, nercfaaoty ina villtge near HacjrdoD-bridge» whidi 
bmtwith fuch fieroeneiSy that in a abort lime it conaained five or 
fix dwdling houes, besdet out-houaes. Two or three diya after 
tlK fire» Fonter, having been ampected aa the incendiarj, cut hia 
dtroat to that he died mynediatel j« 

Aitgiui — At the aaaiaea in Newcastle, for the county of Nor- 
timmberland. Job Lawion, innkeqier, John Walker, drorer, and 
WiDiain Hall, schoolmaster, receiTed sentence of death for oom- 
Mitffiag a rqie on the bod j of Eliiabeth Hall, at Elsdon, by which 
crod act she died in a few months. Thej were respited from time 
to tine. January 9th, 1754, a general pudon arrived in Newcastle 
fajezpresa. 

AalguUm — ^A very handsome meeting-house was opened at Sun- 
derland. 

Deeember 13. — As WiUiam Luckley, at Holy Island, an old 
man upwards of 80, was suppering his horses, the candle acciden- 
tally fell among the litter, which immediately taking fire, the stable 
was presently in a flame, and the wind blowing strong from the 
east, the houses thatched and the lofts full of hay, it broke out in 
an instant, and spread with such fury, that some of the people 
that were gone to bed, narrowly escaped in their shirts ; ana, not- 
withstanding the utmost assistance that could be made, in a very 
short time it consumed other three dwelling houses, witli almost 
every thing therein, as well their wearing apparel as furniture, 
before it could be stopt ; the sufferers, who were the said William 
Luckley, his son and daughter, Mary Morton, widow, and Thomas 
Watson, all people in reputable circumstances, being thereby 
reduced to absolute want, and rendered very great (Ejects for 
charity. 

Dtcember. — Died, at Long Benton, near Newcastle, Margaret 
Rochester, aged 107 years. She had lived all her life in that vil-t 
lage, and retained her senses to the last. 

1754 (Jatu \\). — The following prisoners made their escape 
from the gaol of Newcastle, viz. : — Henry Faulkner, o/ww Sharp ; 
William Darby ; Stephen Cock,a/ui# Johnson ; and Georae Drew. 
They had been furnished with implements which enabled them to 
break the prison. 

The beginning of this month a ship was burnt in the Teea 
between Stockton and the mouth of that river. It was occasioned 
by the carelessness of a boy, who, having made a fire in the cabin, 
went on shore to amuse himself. 

About the beginning oi this year, that pleasing and ingenious 
writer, Dr. Oliver Goldsmith, at that time studying the profession 
of physic in the University of Edinburgh, having involved himself 
in unexpected difficulties, by becoming bond for a sum of money 
due from a fellow student, was obliged precipitately to leave Scot- 
land. A few days afterwards he arrived in Sunderland, where he 
was arrested ; but his case being made known to Mr* Laughline 
Madane and Dr. Sleigh, he was soon delivered from the hands of 
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the bailiffy and took his paatage on board a vesad to Rotterdam, 
when, after a short stay, he proceeded to Brussels, and shortly 
afterwards made a tour of a great part of Europe on foot. 

1754 (FA. 1)* — ^Was rung, at St. Nicholas' church, in New- 
castle, by the youns society or ringers, 2520 changes of bob triples, 
in one nour and thirty-six minutes, being half the complete peal, 
which had never been performed there before, it beine thought 
impossible for any society of rinsers to complete the whole peal on 
ti^ese bells, by reason ofthe bad hanging. 

MatA 1&— -Died in Homsby's Chare, Newcastle, Margaret 
Tumbull, in the 116th year of her age. %e retained her faculties 
to the last, and until wiUiin four years of her death, could read 
small print without spectacles. She remembered the battle of Both- 
well-bridge and various others, and had seen king Charles I. several 
times when a prisoner in Newcastle. 

April IL-^As the ringers were about halfway through a peal 
of grandsire triples on Uie bells of St. Nicholas', in Newcastle, 
the great bell unfortunately cracked, by which it was rendered 
useless. It was cast in the year 1622, and weighed 33 cwt. Sep- 
tember 25th, this bell was taken down for the purpose of sending to 
London to be re-cast. When weighed at die High Crane, it was 
found to be 32cwt. 3qr8. and lifb. good. December 20th, the 
new bell was landed on the Quay. It weighed 36 cwt. 

June 3. — The workmen employed in Mr. Henry Peareth's 
woollen-cloth manufactory, at Gateshead, went in procession from 
that place to their employer s house, in Newcastle, each displaying 
the branch he was employed in, viz : — First, the men sorting wool, 
then followed the scrivener, the shearmen, the weaver, the dyer, 
and the boys making brushes, carrying two white rods in their 
hands, with music playing. The exhibition gave great satisfaction 
to all lovers of art and industry. This public parade was continued 
for many years. 

June 29. — The following challenge appeared in the Newcastle 
Journal, viz : — « I take the liberty afler this pubiick manner, to 
acquaint the country, that Peter Ditchburn, of Mainsforth, in the 
county of Durham, will throw the long bowls, a pound and a-half 
weight, leap, and pitch the bang with any man in England, for ten 
or twenty pounds, and meet them at any place within twenty miles 
of Mainsforth aforesaid." Query — Pitch the bang ? 

July 29. — The hospitals in the Manor Chare, Newcastle, for 
accommodating six poor widows of clergymen and merchants, 
six poor old bachelors, and six poor unmarried women, were com- 
menced building. The fund for supporting the two latter being 
generously subscribed by Sir Walter Blackett, bart, one of the re- 
presentatives and an alderman of Newcastle, and Thomas Davison, 
of Ferryhill, in the county of Durham, esq., each having given 
£1200. the interest of which to be applied to this charitable pur- 
pose. The first edifice TMrs. Davison's for widows of clergymen 
and merchants) was built by the corporation in 1725, but that body 
being appointed patrons of this charity, as also of the hospitals <h 
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Waltor Kacketl, and Mr. Dsriton, a tuite of apartmeDls ftr 
the three institulions was erected. The foundation stone was laid 
by the right worshipAd Henry Eden, esq., ma^OTy in the presence 
of t great number of gentlemen. The magutrates, in order to 
ksq^ the above sums entire for the use before signified, undertook 
the diaige of the building at the expense of the corporataon. The 
workmsn were Terj liberally regalecL 

1754 r August 19^.— Dorothy Catinby, of Love Lane, on the 
Qn^f Newcastle, was executed on the town-moor there, for the 
mnrder a£ her bastard child. She behaved in a very penitent 
naimer, but persisted to the last that she did not murder her child. 
Hie body, after hanging the usual time, was taken to the Surgeons* 
Hall, where it was dissected, and lectured upon by Mr. Hallowell, 
Mr. Stodart, Mr. Lambert, and Mr. Gibson, surgeons. I>orothy 
Citinby, who was a widow, left three children by her lawful bus- 
bud, two sons and a daughter. The sons, it was said, after their 
iDotber's ignominious end, drowned themselves, and the daughter 
left her service in Newcastle, and went to a remote part of the 
kioffdom, where she might live without reproach. 

AjuguMt 24. — A woman named Elizabeth Rochester made her 
etame from Durham gaoL She was one of the gang of Faw9^ or 
itroUing depredators, who infested the northern counties at this 
period. 

October \^ — ^William Weatherbum, pitman, belonging to Heaton, 
was married at All Saints' church, in Newcastle, to Elizabeth Oswald, 
of Gallowgate. At the celebration of this marriage, there was the 
greatest concourse of people ever known on a like occasion. There 
were five or six thousand at church and in the church-yard. The 
bride and bridegroom having invited their friends in the country, a 

n; number attended them to church, and being mostly mounted 
le, or a man and a woman upon a horse, made a very gro- 
tesque appearance in their parade through the streets. The women 
ttid the horses were literally covered with ribbons. The reader 
will here be reminded of the scenes as delineated in << Th$ CoU 
her't Wedding^' by Edward Chicken. There are no such doings 
among the colliers now »-days. 

October 18. — The chapel and burial ground at the Infirmary, 
Newcastle, were consecrated by the bishop of Durham. An excel- 
lent sermon was preached there on the occasion by the Rev. Mr. 
Dockwray, jun , from Psalm ii. verse 2. The chapel was conse- 
crated by the name of St. Luke. Mrs. Byne made a present of a 
silver fiagon for the use of this chapel, and Lady Musgrave pre- 
sented to the same chapel two pieces of silver plate, being a legacy 
left by Mrs. Hilton. This lady also presented an altar cloth and 
cushion, being the legacy left to St. John's church, in Newcastle^ 
by Mrs. Hilton. 

October 25^ — Mr. Christopher Allison, merchant, was appointed 
conservator of the Scale, or Kale, Cross and butter market in New- 
castle. 

This year, the haU in the city of Durham, where the elections 
and public meetings are held, was rebuilt in its present state by 
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Henry Lambtoii and John Tempest, esqrs., then represenlativi 
for the city. 

1754. — About this time a chape! of ease was built and endowed 
at Pensher, of which the rector of Houghton-le-spring is patron. 

1755 ('Jan. 9^ A fire broke out in a farm-house at Bedlington- 

park, tenanted by Mr, Thomas Embleton, which entirely consumed 
Uie 6anic, witli his furniture and part of his cattle, which reduced 
him almost to beggary. 

February/ 28. — As Mr. Dawson, a sergeant-at-macc, in New- 
castle, was riding at night through the Flesh-niarkct of that town* 
his under jaw unfortunately catching a butcher's hook, and die 
horse going from under him, lefl him hanging a considerable time. 
A man coming up, procured immediate assistance, and got him off. 
He was ilreailfully wounded but recovered. 

A/ml 10. — A complete peal of bob triples, consisting of 5,049 
changes was rung in three hours, thirteen minutes, and a quarter, 
on the bells of St. Nicholas, in Newcastle. The above number of 
changes had not been rung there before, on account of the bod 
hanging of the bells. The magistrates, finding the deficiency, gent 
for Mr. Lawrence, a noted bell hanger of London, who hung them 
so effectually, that the peal was rung through with the greatest 
ease, considering the weight of the tenor bell which had recenti]' 
been recast. 

April 20. — Robert Watson, artist and engineer, was the son of 
Joseph Watson, a member of the Free Porters' Company in New- 
castle, where Robert was bom on the above day. At an early age 
he evinced such a fondness for drawing, that, afler his educelton 
WQs finished, his parents apprenticed him to a coach painter. For^ 
Innately his master's indi^eretinns " soon set him at liberty from m 
situation so ill suited to the sublimity of his genius : and leaving 
his native town, he went to London, where he became an indus- 
trious student in the Royal Academy. In 1778 he obtained the 
gold pallet from the Society for the encouragement of arts, for the 
best historical drawing. In 1780, he published under the title (f 
" An Antieipation of the Exhibition of the Royal Academy" a cri- 
tique on the best performances of our most celebrated artists, and 
which displays ample proofs of the versatility of his genius. The 
talents he displayed in this work procured him powerful patronage*' 
During one of his annual visits to Newcastle, he happened to r«i(i 
Drs. Price and Priestley's friendly controversy on Materialisn^ 
which gave rise to his " Essay on the Nature and Existence of tU 
Material World." The Monthly Reviewers bestowed great praise OM 
this work. Shortly alter this, he accepted a proposal made to hiiA 
to go to India in the capacity of an engineer, anil where he arrived 
in 1783, in time to procrastinate the defence of Fort Osnaburg}i^ 
for the pirrison of which he obtained very honourable terms of 
capitulation, when he was seized with a fever, which terminated 
his existence in the 28th year of his age. On leaving England, iM 

* Mr. Watson's msater was Juines Watson, a proflionte Scotsnun, who 
was henld painter to Mr. Jsmes Brewster, a respectsble cuscb-maker ift 
Newsrtle. 
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:ie| ieftttngedj in die hands of the managers of one of the London 
tlieitret, who, on their part, promised to bring it out as speedOj ai 
ponible^ but afl the eibru of his friends, after his death, to re- 
cofcr the M& proved unanuling. The large wood cut of St. 
Nich o las' dinrch, in Newcastle, engrared bj Mr. Charlton Nesbit, 
adfiirwhidi he receiTedasilTer pallet from the Society of Arts, (ate 
ifi9f27, 1798), shews the house, with wooden posts m front of it, 
vlioe Robert Watson's mother made and sold sausages for a liveli- 
bood in the latter part of her life. The female, throwing out water 
fi«B t pail, is said to be Mrs. Watson. There is a portrait of Mr. 
Robert Watson, painted by himself, which is intended to be en- 
gnven. 

175S (Jumt 12^^— Upwards of 2,400 salmon were taken above 
bridge in the river Tyne, and sold in Newcastle at one penny, and 
a penny fiuthing per pound. 

«Amc — As some labourers were digging for stones at TVizell, 
ftr the use of the turnpike road leading from Comhill to Berwick, 
tbey found a stone coffin containing a human skeleton of an im- 
oeose size, llie skull was very large, and all the teeth were 
quite fresh and entire. There were several other bones in the 
coffin. 

AugusL 22. — Notes were first issued from the bonk established 
in Newcastle. Dec. 1. the same year, notice was given " that the 
Newcastle bank"* would be opened on this day <* at the house, late 
Mr. Robinson's, in Pilgrim Street, where all business in the banking 
and exchange way would be transacted as in London.** This old 
and respectable establishment is still in existence, under the firm 
of Sir M. W. Ridley, bart., Bigge, Gibson, and Co. 

AuffusL — The four old bells in Darlington church were recast, 
and two new ones added. They were hung and tuned by Mr. James 
Harrison, from Barrow, in Lincolnshire. 

Sqfiember 29. — Died, at Old Town, near Elsdon, in Northum- 
berland, Mr. Matthew Ueed, aged 104* years. The last thirty 
years of his lite he was much afflicted with the rheumatism, for 
which he tried the hot baths and obtained some relief, but what 
was very remarkable, he used frequently during the last ten years 
of his life, even in the ex tremest frost, to bathe in a small rivulet on 
his own estate. He enjoyed all his faculties to the last. 

October 10. — A terrible fire broke out in a bam, near Boldon, in 
the county of Durham, belonging to Mr. Brunton, which entirely 
consumed the same, with the com and hay-stacks, &c. adjoining. 

Odicher 16.— A weekly newspaper, under the title of " Tho 
Newcastle InteUigencer,' was commenced publishing on this day, 
(Wednesday), by William Cuthbert and Company, at the printing- 
house, in the Custom-house entry. Quay-side, Newcastle. It is a 
small folio, with three columns on each page. From an inspection 
of some numbers of this joumal in the possession of Mr. Thomas 
Bell, land surveyor, it appears to have been continued between two 
and three years, but from the few advertisements contained in any 
of the numbers, I am led to suppose it met with only partial suc- 
cess. 
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1755 (Nov. 8^.— Thmt ftmooi mileCtered calculator, Jede&k 
Buxton, was at Newcastle, where he proved that the many wooder- 
Itd accounts of his prodigious natural talents in arithmetical calcu- 
lation by the strength of memory only, were not without foundation. 
He gave the product of 56,974 multii^ied by 4,S97 in about tirs 
minutes, and also gave the square root of 56,295,009 -by barely 
repeating the numbers to him. Being asked how many hain' 
breadths at 48 to an inch would reach ftoisk Newcastle to London, he 
answered in less than three minutes 883,810,720. He also competed 
within the same space of time that 84^72,710,400 guineas placed 
edgewajTs, would pave a turnpike road between the aame placei^ 
nine yards wide, supposing each piece to be an inch browi and 
1-15 of an inch thioL. On the 9th, being Sunday, he perambulated 
Newcastle, in order to take the number of houses, and the acres on 
which it stood. John Buxton, the grandfather of this singular 
character, was vicar of Elmeton, a small village not far from Ches- 
terfield, in Derbyshire; and his father, William Buxton, was 
schoolmaster of the same parish, where Jedediah was bom, about 
the year 1704. Notwithstanding the profession of his father, 
Jedediah's education seems to have been totally neglected, for he 
was never taught either to read or write, yet by the clearness of 
his head, and amazing strength of memory, was able to work the 
most intricate questions in arithmetic, and to solve the most diffi- 
cult problems. This extraordinary man would stride over a piece 
of laind or a field, and tell the contents of it with as much exact- 
ness as if he had measured it by the chain. In this manner he 
measured the whole lordship of Elmeton, of some thousands of 
acres, belonging to Sir John Rhodes, and brought him the contents, 
not onlv in acres, roods, and perches, but even in square inches. 
After this, he reduced them for his own amusement, into square 
hair breadths, computing about 48 to each side o£ the inch, which 
produced such an inconi^rehensible number as appeared altogether 
astonishing. The only objects of Jedediah's curiosity, next to 
figures, were the king and royal family, and his desire to see them 
was so strong, that in the spring of the year 1754, he walked 
up to London for that purpose, but was obliged to return disap- 
pointed, as his majesty had removed to Kensington, just as he ar- 
rived in town. He was, however, introduced to the Royal Society, 
whom he called the Volk of the Siety Court. The gentlemen, who 
were then present, asked him several questions in arithmetic, to 
prove his abilities, and dismissed him with a handsome gratuity. 
He was also taken to see Richard III. at Drury Lane, where, instead 
of paying attention to the entertainment, he was engaged in count- 
ing how many words Garrick uttered, and the steps of the dancers. 
Bom to no fortune, and brought up to no particular profession, 
Buxton supported himself and a wife and family by the labour of 
his hands as a countryman. 

November 25. — There was constituted at Sunderland, a regu- 
lar lodge of free and accepted masons, by virtue of a deputation 
for that purpose directed to Mr. James Smithson, jun., provincial, 
from the earl of Carnarvon, grand master ; on which occasion an 
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aedfem wtnmm was preaciied bj die Rer. Mn Banrisey of Dil- 
iDQi «ie of die frBteni^, who, with the rest of the brethren, in 
■oper costume, went in jprocetsioo to diardi. Thb lodge when 
MooDftitiited, was No. 207, dioogh now, firom different interme- 
Cite emementa, b No. 146. 

1756 (Dec 19^.— A fire broke out at Whitehonte, near Mor- 
pedi, which connnned eight cows and one horse. 

1756 fjmm, IS J, — In Uie burial register of Jarrow diurch, im* 
dcr dus date, occtna << Francis Heron, Idnff of the Faws." 

Jmm arj ^ 1& — ^Died, at Oriiq^ton, in Northumberland, Isabelh 
fimpsoD, i^ied 109 years. She retamed all her senses to the last 
eieept her sight, which she lost sereral years before her death. 
She commonly spun lint or tow on the rock, until the last six years 
of lier death, and was a remarkable pattern of industry. 

Jatmary 29. — ^The right honourable Augustus, earl of Euston, 
gmdson and heir-apparent to his grace the duke of GrafVon, was 
married by the Rev. Mr. Newcome, to the honourable Miss Ud- 
ddl, daughter of Lord Rayensworth, at his lordship's house, in St. 
Jnies' Square, London. February Ist, they were presented to his 
Bugesty, and met with a most gracious reception. On the 19th, 
lereral very curious fireworks were played off from the castle of 
Newcastle, on account of this marriage. 

JoMuary SO. — A pot was found with 142 pieces of Scots silver 
coin, about three hundred years old, in the ground belonging to 
George Smith, esq., of Bum-hall, in the county of Durham. 

pAruary 10. — One of the sergeants-at-mace of Newcastle, 
having an execution against Charles Cowling, coach-maker, without 
Pibrim Street gate, went to apprehend him in his shop, but on 
tdong him away, his son-in-law, Richard Curtis, rescued him. 
The otRcer then applied to the mayor for an escape warrant, and 
when he went back found the said Cowline and his son had secured 
themselves in the shop, and threatened to knock down the first man 
that forced open the door. On hearing this the officer got more 
assistance and broke open the shop, on which a scuffle ensued, and 
one of the bailiffs received a mortal wound with an axe, of which 
he died in a few hours ; several others were also wounded, but the 
fiither and son were apprehended. At the assizes Curtis received 
sentence of death. Cowling was acquitted. Curtis was respited 
from time to time until the opinion of the judges was taken, ten 
of whom thought him guilty of murder, but in 1757, he was ordered 
to be transported for life. He died on his passage to America. 
jBrtmtTt account is incorrect 

1756 jT Feb. 19^,— Died, at Westerhaugh, in Northumberland, 
Henry CoUingwood, esq., a^d 103. He was greatly beloved in 
his neighbourhood, and retained his senses to the last. His pall 
was supported by the eieht followinff gentlemen^ (the first five were 
his great great nephews), viz. : — ^Wifliam Fenwick, John Fenwick, 
William Swinburne, Ralph Soulsby, Edward Ward, Henry Ogle, 
esqrs., Mr. Thomas Forster, and Mr. Charlton. Twelve of nis 
duldren and grand children attended as mourners* 
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I7o6 (March 22 J. — Thehcart and bowels of the right lion ourable 
James earl of Wetnys, were buried in Norton church, in ihecountyof 
Durham. The remains were buried witli his ancestors at Wemya 
Castle, in Scotland, on the 8th of April. 

Ma}/ 22. — War was proclaimed against France at NcwcasUe by 
the sherifTs sergeant, at the usual places, viz. ; — on the Sandhill, 
the Flesh-market, and the While CrOfS, accompanied by tlie magis- 
trates in their robes. The crowd was verj- numerous, who expres- 
sed their assent by loud huzzas and other loyal ejaculations. 

1756 (Mat, 30 J Died, Mrs. Elizabeth Elstob, aged 73, sister 

of William Elstob /"nee March 3, 1715^, and born at Newcastle. 
This lady, distinguished as a Saxon scholar, h said to have owed 
the rudiments of her very extraordinary learning to her motlier, 
whom, however, she lost at eight years of age. She accompanied 
her brother to Oxford, and was the companion of all his severe 
studies. She removed with him to London, and, in 1709, printed 
an English translation, together with her brother's Homily of St. 
Gregory. She a3»o assisted him in an intended edition of Gr^ory's 
Pastorals. Ily Dr. Hickes' advice she next undertook an edition 
of the Saxon Homilies ; a few of these only were printed at Oxford 
in folio. In 1715 she published a Saxon grammar, for which Chief 
Justice I'arker defrayed the cxpcnce of the types. After her 
brother's death Mrs. Elstob was reduced to teach a school at 
Evesham. She afterwards obtained a pension of twenty guineas 
from Queen Caroline, which ceased with her majesty's death, and 
Mrs. Elstob was again plunged into dllHculties. Her latter days, 
however, were easy and comfortabk', for, in 1739, she found a resi- 
dence in the family of the duchess-do wajjer of Portland, and con- 
tinued there till her death. Mrs. Elstob is described in lier cham- 
l>er at Bulstrode, as being surrounded with books and dirL Tliere 
is a portrait of tliis lady in the initial G of the Saxon Homily of 
St. Gregory. 

June 5. — During a storm of rain, hail, and thunder, an awful 
flash of lightning struck the house of Thomas Lightfoot, situated 
near the North Tyne, at Chollorford-bridge. A chimney at the 
north end of the house was knocked down, and the gable in which 
it was built split as with a wedge i in the second story, a large 
bole was broke through the chimney into a bed-chamber, and the 
side wall facing to the west was broke through near the ground, 
about tliree yards soutli of the cliimney above-mentioned, and the 
force appeared to have acted all up the inside of this wall) ia a 
direct line lor about a yard in breadth, to the top of the faoose ; 
two breadths oi' paper-hanging were torn off in the parlour, and 
several holes broke in the plaster, but the nails which had fixed 
the paper were left ; m the same room opposite to the chimney, 
there was a hole about halfway through tfie wall as if made by a 
musket ball. A large nest of drawers stood against tlie side wall 
in the bed-chamber, the back of which was torn in pieces, the lock* 
broke off and the whole cose thrown down, the bed curtains were 
much singed, but no metal of any kind melted. Tlic glass in this 
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room, the garret above, and in the parlour below, was all shivered 
and thrown to a great distance from the house. Eight persons 
who were sitting in the kitchen were struck down and thrown in 
contrary directions to the opposite sides of the room, but none of 
them received any serious narm, nor could they give any account 
of the circumstance, further than, that just before it happened, all 
was quite dark, and they heard a great noise like the report of a 
cannon ; on their recovering they found a sulphureous smell. The 
roof of the stable was driven in, and three horses turned upon their 
backs in the stalls, one man was thrown upon a horse, and another 
turned round upon his feet. A man who was at a sliort distance 
in the fields, saw the appearance of two sheets of fire descending 
upon the house, but felt nothing. 

1756 fJuly 26 J, — The populace in Newcastle honoured Admiral 
Byng by an effigy, set on an ass, elegantly decorated with proper 
labels, &C., preceded by a person on a mule, with a white standard, 
on which was this motto : — ** Oh, back your satis for GotTs sak^f 
a shot may hit the ship" On each side of his hat was Bung, and 
round his waist was << This is the villain that wotdd not fighiT 
Having paraded the town, the procession halted at the carrion 
burning place in the Flesh-market, where a gallows was erected, on 
which, after being severely treated, he was hung, the prepared 
funeral pile lighted, and he, with ignominy and reproach, was suf- 
fered to perish. At Gateshead, Shields, Sunderland, and other 
places, this noble admiral was similarly caricatured. 

August 11. — About two o'clock in the morning a dreadful 
accident happened at Chaters-haugh colliery, on the river Wear 
The foul air in one of the pits ignited, by which four men were 
instantly killed and torn to pieces. The explosion was so violent 
that a corf full of coals was blown up the shafl from a depth of * 
80 fathoms into the open air, and a vast quantity of coal dust and 
rubbish was thrown to a great distance, discolouring the surfiice 
of the ground round about. The explosion was so loud, as to be 
heard by people in their beds near two miles off, rumbling like 
thunder, or tne discharge of many cannon. Had it happened an 
hour later, the whole of the workmen would have been in the 
mine, consequently the destruction of human life would have been 
dreadful. 

September-^ A young woman was attacked by two soldiers on 
Gateshead Fell, near the wind-mill, who attempted to rob her of 
her cloaths, &c., but not being able to accomplish that quietly, 
they threw her into an old coal-pit about 20 yards in depth, where 
she remained seven days before she was discovered. What wias 
very miraculous, she had received no hurt in the fall, and had 
sustained herself with only the rain water that ran down the sid^s 
of the pit which she catched in her shoe. 

October 7. — About one o'clock in the morning, a most violent 
hurricane came on at Newcastle and its neighbourhood, whereby 
several houses were blown down, others unroofed, and chimnies 
carried away. The damage on the river Tyne was deplorable ; 
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about 40 keels were either sunk or driven to tea with several mea 
on board* who were all lost The Welcome Messenger, and the 
Sarah and Margaret, both of London, were driven to sea with 
their ports open, and lost* A Danish vessel, laden with iron for the 
fiK^iory at Swalwell, was sunk at Burden's quay. The Blessing, of 
Whitby, was overset at Jarrow quay, and four boys drowned. The 
accounts from Sunderland were very shocking; above 40 keek 
were missing, and several ships were damaged and drove out to 
sea. The bodies of twelve men were found strewed akmg the 
shore. The destruction in the woods at Gibside will give a pret^ 
accurate idea of the general devastation ; trees out of number 
were destroyed, some torn away by the roots, others q^t to the 
bottom of their prodigious stems ; many had their unwi^j 
boughs twisted off, and scattered on the tops of the neighbouring 
hills. The elegant banquettinff house had its south front aiM 
roof much damaged, and the walks, lawns, and roads, were strewed 
with the effects of the storm. But what was very singular, the 
noble colunm which stands on an eminence, and at that time with 
aU its scaffolding round it, being just then finished,* had not a 
rafier moved, while the strangest ruin was seen in the vallies and 
deepest shades, as if many whirlwinds had gathered together, and, 
with collected force, had aimed destruction at the most secure 
retreats ; the noblest oaks being levelled to the ground, whQe the 
slender saplings that bent to the storm stood unhurt, save what 
were crushed by the cumbrous weight of their fallen neighbouri* 
The destruction all over the country was awful in the extreme. 
Learn hence, O man I how soon may cease thy frail existence here, 
when bodies, firm as the durable oak, may perish at a blast. 

1756 ( Oct 24^. — As the ferry-boat at Sunderland was crossing 
the river with about twenty passengers and a young horse on board, 
by the unskilful management of the two ferrymen, it was forced 
by the strong current under a ship's rope, which coming across 
the horse, he was thrown down, and the people sallying the same 
way, upset the boat. The ferrymen were both drowned, the horse 
and his owner were carried together under a ship's bottom and 
drowned, as was also a child. The rest were saved by the assist- 
ance of ropes and boats. 

November 5. — A wind-mill on the Castle Leazes, near Grallow- 
gate, Newcastle, was burnt down, supposed by incendiaries. The 
corporation offered twenty guineas reward for the apprehension of 
the offender or offenders. 

November 19. — Being the anniversary of Lord Ossulton's 
birth day, the right hon. the earl of Tankerville, gave an elegant 
entertainment at Chillingham Castle, in Northumberland, to his 
lordship's tenants in that neighbourhood, at which were present 
upwards of 200 persons. His lordship also, on account of the 

• This column, which is of the Doric order, rises 140 feet in height, sur- 
mounted bj a colossal gilt figure of Liberty, 12 feet high. This, when the 
gilding was perfect, must have had aa imposing effect under the rajs of the 
sun, aa it can be seen at a great distance. 
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iodemencj of the teaMm and great scaraty of proririonty was 
pletsed to order a great number of the wild cattle in ChQlineham 
pirk to be alauehtered, which, with a proportionable Quantity of 
bretd, were on that day distributed amongst upwards of 600 poor 
peojrfe m that part of the country. 

1766 (Dec. B\). — Died, at Leabury, in Northumberland, Mary 
Bennett, i^;ed 110, who (except her sight which she lost about 
tlvee years before), enjoyed all tier faculties to the last. 

This year, the jfe/tef Meeting-house, near the eastern extremity 
of Shaw's Lane, Berwick, was built by subscription. 

Newcastle race ground was this year put into good repair by the 
Corporation of that town. 

1757 (Jan 20^. — ^Died, in Cowgate, Newcastle, Isabella Darling, 
in the tilth jrear of her age, retaining her faculties to the la^ 
She left a daughter in her 88th year. 

AprU 15. — The following accident happened to Mr. Green, a 
iho^eeper at Corbridge. Mr. Green whilst putting his gun into 
order, imidTertently snapped it near a 101b. box of gunpowder, and 
s spark filling into the bene, it immediately blew up with a tremen- 
dous explosion, by which he was much scorched, and his cloaths 
let on fire. Four otlier persons were much injured. The door 
being open saved the house from being blown up. 

Apru 19. — The south mail came into Newcastle guarded by a 
man before on horseback with a drawn sword, ana behind by 
another with a charged blunderbuss, which precaution was at thi^ 
time taken on all the principal roads to prevent its being robbed. 

Aprii 25. — At a common council held in Newcastle, it was 
unanimously ordered, that the right hon. William Pitt (after- 
wards earl of Chatham, and father of the premier of the same 
name), and the right hon. Henry Bilson Legge, should be pre- 
sented with their rreedom of that corporation, in gold boxes, for 
their loyal, disinterested, and virtuous endeavours to promote the 
service of their king and country* 

June 10. — An explosion took place in a colliery at Ravensworth, 
by which sixteen persons lost their lives. 

June 15. — Robert Clover was buried at Grateshead, where he 
was bom on the 5th of December, 1738. He was a young man of 
uncommon parts and application, and had acquired such nice skill 
m music, as excited the admiration of Mr. Charles Avison, one of 
the first masters in the profession. He made great advances in 
drawing, and portrait, and landscape, and miniature painting, with- 
out the assistance of masters. He also made considerable progress 
in modem languages, in astronomy, and the mathematics. When 
only fifleen years of age, he wrote two poetic pieces, in imitation 
of Milton's L'AUegrOy which Mr. Hilton, of Gateriiead, published 
with his own poems. But such intense labour was too much for a 
delicate constitution, and he died when approaching to manhood, 
beloved and esteemed by all who knew him. 

Jufy 13. — Died, at Unthank, in the county of Durham, a^ed 
83, Christopher Hunter, M. D. a very leamed and judicious 
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antiquary and physician. Dr. H. was a native of Medomsley, and 
was sent at an early age to the Free Grammar School of Houghton- 
le-spring. In 1692 he was admitted pensioner of St. Johns Col- 
lege, Cambridge, and in 1698 he took his degree of B. M. Soon 
after this he retired to his native county, and fi^ed himself in 
medical practice at Stockton. In a few years he removed to the 
city of Durham, where he revelled in abbey-led£;er8y rasters, and 
chartularies. He corresponded with Gordon, Lister, Ilorsley, and 
other antiquaries, and contributed many valuable materials to 
^ Baume^t History of Newcastle*^ Dr. Hunter's publications were 
confined to a republication of '< DaMs JRiies and Monwmenis rftke 
Church of Durham, 1733'* and << An liluttroHan of Mr. Damd 
NeaU's Uittory of the Puriiant in the Article of Peter Smarts 
A. M^fnm Original Papers, with Remarks, 1736,"* but his Ms!, 
collections were very numerous. Dr. Hunter's library was pur- 
chased by Richardson, bookseller in Durham, for about £360. 
and dispersed by sale. His collection of Roman antiquities and 
coins, and part of his MSS. were bought by the dean and chapter 
of Durham for £40., and are now in the cathedral library. 

1757 (Aug* SJ, — William Heugh was executed at Durham, pur- 
suant to his sentence, for the murder of a bastard child. 

September 28. — Died, at his seat at Belsay castle, in Northum- 
berland, Sir William Middleton, bart. He was a gentleman of 
the most strict honour and steady attachment to the house of Hano- 
ver, which he manifested upon all occasions with ardour and ala- 
crity ; one remarkable instance of which was his attending his royal 
highness the duke of Cumberland in his expedition to Scotland, 
where he was present at the battle of Culloden. He was one of 
the oldest members of the house of commons, having sat in six 
parliaments a representative for the county of Northumberland, 
where his interest was so firmly established, that no force of party 
seemed able to shake it; and indeed his social heart and many 
amiable qualities had so endeared him to every body, that whether 
named as a companion or a toast, Sir William Middleton was always 
acceptable. 

September. — A green shark, six feet long, was taken in the river 
Tweed, a little^bove the bridge at Berwick. The fishermen before 
they saw it, imagined they had got a great haul of salmon, the net 
being so difficult to draw. As soon as it came near the shore, it 
made the water fly to a prodigious height, and after they had dis- 
abled it a little, and got it into shoal water, it made a hole in the 
sand with its tail which would have held a coach. Some gentle- 
men who had seen the sharks of both the Indies said this was an 
East Indian one, and it was thought it had followed the East India 
fleet to the Forth, and taken off afler the salmon up the river in 
passing by. A clasped knife was found in its belly. 

October 24. — Died at her house without Pilgrim Street gate, 
Newcastle, Ann Dobson, aged 104 years. She enjoyed all her sen- 
sitive faculties till the last. 

* Dr. Hunter's publications were printed at Durham bj Isaac Boss. 
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1757 ^iVov«22^«— A fire broke out in the mill-house of Mr. Row- 
efl, baker and brewer, in POgrim Street, Newcastle, which consumed 
the same before it was got under. The right worshipful the mayor, 
tbe magistrates, and the principal officers in the town, were very 
actire on the occasion, in giving proper directions and keeping good 
order until the fire was extinguished. 

Nmoember 25^— Major-general Grant, in the service o^ the 
kiog of Prussia, and who was in the battle of Leipsic, landed at 
Shields firom on board the Grampus sloop of war, and came to 
Newcastle, attended by Mr. Lamb, messenger from the hon. Mr. 
Mitdielly the British ambassador at Leipsic. On the general s 
slating at the Kins's Head tavern, on the Quay» the right wor- 
i^pAil Matthew Bel( esq., niayor, sent one of the town's officers 
to compliment him on his arrival, with an invitation to the Mansion- 
house ; this, however, he very politely declined, and declared he 
would properly represent the great civility paid to him, to both their 
Britannic and Prussian majesties, upon which the mayor personally 
mited upon him. As soon as the welcome news of this victory 
obtained by the king of Prussia over the French and imperial army, 
on the 5th, arrived in Newcastle, the bells were ordered to be rung, 
gladness appeared in every countenance, and the evening was con- 
daded witti drinking loyal healths, &c. On this occasion there 
were great rejoicings at all the towns and most of the villages in 
Northumberland and Durham. 

November. — As some colliers were sinking a new pit on Gates- 
head Fell, they found the entire skeleton of a man of a gigantic 
size, in a bed of stiff clay, about seven feet from the surface. Near 
the skeleton were found three small pieces of very ancient coin. 
The person when living must have been near eight feet high, the 
bones lay compact, measuring seven feet eight inches, and must 
have lain there many centuries. 

This year, at the building of the bridge over the Gaunless, 
at Bishop Auckland, a Roman urn of greyish clay was discovered, 
filled with earth and human bones. 

The trustees of Lord Crewe's charity, at Bamborough, this year, 
began the repairs of the tower, under the direction of Dr. Sharp, 
when it was fitted up for the reception of the poor. 
This year, died at Newcastle, Richard Wailes, aged 100 years. 
1758 (Jan. \\). — Mr. George Pickering, a poet of no mean ce- 
lebrity, was bom at Simonburn, in Northumberland, and, according 
to the baptismal register of that place, was christened there on the 
above day. Having received the rudiments of his education under 
Mr. Joseph Atkinson, of Simonburn ; he was sent to Haydon- 
bridge, and there placed for education in the languages, under the 
tuition of the Rev. Joseph Harrison, master of the grammar school. 
About the age of 18, he became a clerk in the office o\* Mr. David- 
son, attorney, of Newcastle ; here he met with a kindred genius in 
the person of Thomas Bedingfeld, (of a Yorkshire family) and who 
was also in this highly respectable office. In the year 1784, Mr. 
Bedingfeld removed to Lincoln's Inn, where he continued thu 
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study of the law, under that eminent convcyancery Matthew Dame, 
etq« Towards the latter end of the year 1787, Mr. B. commenoed 
practice on his own account in the Inner Temple, as a conveyanoer 
and chamber counsel, and was rising rapidly to cooaiderable emi- 
nence, when death terminated his career, m 1789. Some time 
allcr that period, Mr. Pickering was lost to his friends, they sup- 
posing he had gone abroad, and that he, too, had paid the great 
debt of nature ; but a few years ago, he returned to his native 
village in great poverty and debility. He is since dead. The li- 
terary compositions of rickering and Bedingfeld, being scattered in 
magazines and newspapers, were collected by the late Mr. Ellis, of 
Otterbum Hall, (who had also been in Mr. Davidson's office,) and 
published in Newcastle, in 8vo. in 1815. 

1758 (Feb. 20 J. — This day, was shoton the town-moor, Newcas- 
tle, for desertion, William Bland, a soldier in General Boddand's le- 
cond battalion, then quartered in that town. He behaved with s 
becoming penitence. He had been impressed into the service. 

February 27. — There was a numerous meeting of gendemen at 
the Guildhall, in Newcastle, in order to form an mdependent com- 
pany of volunteers for that town, when several regulations were 
agreed on, and an association signed, their uniform fixed, and 
March 6th was appointed for their first attendance at the Mer- 
chants' court, to learn the Prussian exercise. This was the exer- 
cise practised by the troops under Frederick III. of Prussia, and 
by which he had been so victorious over the French, &c 

February 27. — The castle and manor of Hilton, in the county of 

Durham, were contracted for by Wogan, esq., jun. who had 

returned from the East Indies, for £30,550., but the sale was never 
perfected, and they were, a(\er the death of George Bowes, esq., 
of Streatlam and Gibside, sold to Mrs. Bowes, his widow, whose 
descendant, tlie earl of Strathmore, is the present proprietor. The 
Hiltons were in possession of this manor as early as the time of 
King Athelstan. Seethe Year 924. The last baron, John Hilton, esq. 
who died September 25th, 1746, was the last male representative 
of tl)is ancient and honourable family. Amongst other baronial 
appendages, Mr. Hilton was one of the latest gentlemen in England, 
who kept a domestic fool. The baron on one occasion, on his re- 
turn from London, quitted his carriage at the Ferry, and amused 
himself with a homeward saunter through his own woods and mea- 
dows : at Hilton foot-bridge, he encountered his faithful fool, who 
staring on the gaudy laced suit of his patron, made by some southern 
tailor, exclaimed, " Whdsfule now f Mr. Hilton's portrait is still 
preserved at Hilton, let into a pannel above the fire place, in the 
great dining room. 

March 20. — A pitman working in a coal pit at Midford, near 
Morpeth, was by a sudden shutting in of the earth, inclosed in it, 
and, notwithstanding the efforts of some hundreds of people, could 
not be got out until he had lain six days in that dismal situation. 
The poor fellow was alive, but had lost the use of his legs and 
thighs. 
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1758 (MoftkJ^'^Tben were discorered on removing a ridge of 
HaeilODe, and rubbish, on Fulwell-billsy near Sunderlandy agmnti^ 
iraman skeleton, two Roman coins, and an urn of unbaked clay* 
Hie skeleton measured nine feet six inches in length. The shin- 
bone measuring two feet three inches from the knee to the ankle : 
the head lay to the west, and was defended from the superincum- 
beot earth by four large stones. The coins were found on the 
aootfa side of the skeleton, near the right. Another singular dia- 
covery was made here several years a^o. In working these <|uar* 
riei a kind of square pit was opened, within which were deposited, 
i qnanti^ of stags' horns, cut into lengths of three or four inches, 
and resting amongst a deep-coloured substance, most resembling 
animal matter. 

Martk, — Mr. Smelt, one of the engineers belonging to the board 
of ordnance, arrived at North Shields, to erect aidditional bat- 
teries at Tjmemouth Castle and the Spanish works, as also to build 
iarracka for 1,000 men, to be a more effectual security to the harbour. 
Advertisements were posted in Newcastle and Shields, givinff no- 
tice, that all persons aesirous of contracting for wood, stone, lime, 
ike towards erecting the intended barracks and redoubts at Tyne- 
mouth, would give in their proposals immediately. 

April 11. — Susannah Fleming, stood in the pillory at the White 
Cross, Newcastle, an hour, pursuant to her sentence, for the 
first time, (being to stand once in a quarter, for a year,) for fortune- 
telling ; who, though not molested by the populace, was nearly 
strangled before the time was expired, occasioned either by faint- 
ins and shrinking down, or by tying too much about her neck, and 
being thereby straightened m the hole. A sailor, out of charity, 
brought her down the ladder upon his back, in nearly a dying 
state. 

April 26. — Being the anniversary of the duke of Cumberland's 
birth-day, was observed in Newcastle with great rejoicings ; and 
in the afternoon, the gentlemen associates, dressed in meir uni- 
forms, met at the vicarage-ground in Westgate Street, and marched 
under arms to the Forth, where they went through the Prussian 
exercise with great exactness, and made three veteran fires. Their 
appearance and performance filled every mouth with praise. 

May 22. — The following curious notice circulated at the time, 
shews the then iporU at StoalweU Homing, — *< On this day, the 
annual diversions at Swalwell, near Newcastle, will take place, 
which will consist of dancing for ribbons, grinning for tobacco, 
women running for smocks, ass races, foot courses by men, with an 
odd whim of a man eating a cock alive, feathers, entrails," &c. 1 1 1 
Could this last performance be considered an improvement upon 
that barbarous and cruel practice cock-fighting ? 

July 20. — Upwards of 2,000 salmon were taken in the river 
Tjme, and, being brought to Newcastle market, were sold at one 
penny and three-halfpence per pound. 

July 26. — Died, Mr. John Stodart, many years a writing-master, 
in Newcastle, and the first person who taught the art to great 
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perfectiun, in thig county, and whose very extraordinary esecU- 
tion stimulated others to imitate him, and thereby continoe tba& 
useful art in its present state. 

1758 (Aug.l). — Alice Williamson, an old offender, was executed 
on the town-moor, Newcastle, for a burglary. She acknowledgedL 
the justice of her sentence and died penitent. Jfl 

A«ffu»C 15. — Races, to be continued annually, were commenca^l 
at Prestwick, near Newcastle. Eight men started and ran throii^^| 
the car four heats, to the great surprise and diversion of a larg^* 
company assembled to witness tins amphibious entertainntent. 
There were several foot races upon tlie land, and the whole con- 
cluded with a ball 

September 1, — The gentlemen archers met at the house of R 
Dixon, in Darlington, and al\er an elegant entertainment, went j 
procession to the lieid with colours nying and music playing, f 
shoot for the silver medal and gorget, when the former was won I 
Mr. Robert Hall, of Darlington, as captain, and the latter I 
the Rev. Mr. Chaytor, as lieutenant. A great concourse of pe(^ 
attended. 

S^tember 15. — Two sergeants and a corporal making up a nua 
ber of cartridges in the town-hall, at Morpeth, by accident somei 
the powder ignited, and above a thousand of them explo^ 
The three men were terribly burnt ; the life of one was despairti 
of. The windows of the building were much shattered, and tfe 
consequence would have been still more dreadful, hod not one I 
the sergeants prevented the fire by catching the whole of l'~ 
remainder; above three thousand cartridges, and two sacks of gt 
powder, being upon the table when the rest took fire. 

September 20. — The pot house at the Skinners'-burn, Newcasttt 
was burnt down, and but for the timely assistance of the g' 
makers, most of the adiacent buildings would have been consul 

September 21. — A sheep broke from a butcher that had a d__. 
in the Close, Newcastle, and being chased by his dog down a la» 
where two dyers named Clowney and I'orteus, were washing cloi 
in the Tyne, it leaped olf the Quay, and threw them from thd 
stands into the river, and the tide going very strong, they wef 
both drowned. 

September 30. — At Snittcr,neBr Rothhury, a boar seized a msi 
named David Hall, and before any assistance came to him, the boi 
tore out his entrails at both his sides, and he expired the next Aajt 

October 15. — A very large tree, intended for Mr. Blacketn 
colliery, at Heworlh, was drawn through Newcastle by 17 horaev 
it measured 161 feet, and was brought from Walton Park, in Cunt 
berland. 

November. — As William Fenwick, esq. of Bywell, was fox-hunt 
ing, a fox was started which the hounds pursued upwards of twcntj 
miles, when being hard pinched, and the bounds in full view, rey 
nard took into a drift that led into an old coal pit : four couple oT 
tile dogs pursued him close up the drift, when they all fell down 
the pit and were drowned. 
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1759 (Jam. IK — A fire broke out in Gloster-hill house, near 
Warkir<^9 in Northumberland, which consumed it in a few hours. 
One of the maid-serrants in saving her clothes, which she did by 
thitnriDg them out of the windows, was burnt to death in returning 
down the stairs. 

Mardi 31. — An unfortunate afiair happened at Swalwell, near 
Newjcastle; part of a press gang endeavouring to carry off one 
William Moffiit, but he making resistance, and a person named 
BeQ interfering* he was run through the body and died soon 
ailer; a midshipman was also much injured. April 7.— -Mrs. Bell, 
widoir of the deceased, offered by advertisement, a reward of £20. 
Av tbe apprehension of William Moffiit, of Swalwell, barber, who 
murdered her late husband, William Bell, by giving him five stabs 
with a sword in d^erent parts of his body. Maj 7th. — Moffat was 
committed to Durham gaol, having been apprehended at White- 
^ven, by Mr. Osbum,* who received the above reward. At the 
assizes in August, 1759, Moffiit was acquitted. 

April, — Died, that ingenious mathematician, Mr. William 
^or, assay-master of the plate-office, in Newcastle, and for 
tbe counties of Northumberland and Durham, eminent for making 
musical instruments and toys. His son, Matthew Pryor, succeeded 
him as assay-master. 

May 14.--During a heavy shower of rain, the impressed men on 
board of the tender, lying at Sunderland, got upon deck and knock- 
ing down the guards, &c., about 30 made Uieir escape. The bravery 
of the leader in effecting their plan was very conspicuous ; he, com- 
ing first up, wrested the halbert from the centinel, and with it in 
one hand defended himself from the rest, while with the other hand 
he seized on a ladder, and let it down into the hold, for his com- 
panions to come to his assistance. 

June 17. — On the arrival of the agreeable and welcome news at 
Newcastle, of the reduction of Guadaloupe, on the 2l8t of the 
preceding April, the bells were immediately rung, and the day was 
concluded with eveir demonstration of joy. The news was parti- 
cularly pleasing at Newcastle, as the brave Colonel Clavering, who 
brougnt home the dispatches, was of that neighbourhood, and whose 
relations were complimented on this account, had distinguished 
himself so gallantly on the occasion. 

June 25. — About nine o'clock in the morning, Jeremiah Bell, of 
the grenadier company, in Colonel La Fausille s 66th regiment of 
foot, quartered in Sunderland, was shot for repeated desertion. 
He appeared to be very much disturbed, till he prevailed with hii 
mother to confess in private (to the clergyman who attended him) 
something which seemed to lie heavy on his conscience, after 
which he suffered composedly. Bell was only 22 years of age, and 
bom at Bassenthwaite, in Cumberland. 
July 13. — The corporation of Durham unanimously voted the 

* Osbum, aliat Captain Death, well known in Newcartle^ fbr his perfbrm- 
ance in singing the celebrated and memorable ditty relating to tbe captain of 
the Terribte, privateer, whose name was Death. 
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fVeedam of that city to the right hon. Richard, earl of Scarborough) 
the hon. and right rev. the lord bishop of Durham, end the hon* 
James Lumlefi on account of their signal serviceB in proniatii 
the navigation of the river Wear, and their especial regard for t! 
interests of that city. 

1759 (July). — At this time there was living at Guizance, ne 
Warkworth, a woman, named Mary Bulioclc. in the 104th year 
her age, and what was very remarkable, she had not long befo 
got a new set of teeth. She enjoyed a strong memory, was m gre 
vigour, and had several children, the eldest of whom was upvranli 
of 80 years of age. 

Juhj 27. — The right hon. Lord Warkworth, and his brotht 
•ons of tlie earl of Northumberland, arrived at Alnwick castlM 
where the earl and countess were then residing. This being t*-^* 
first time that these illustrious young persons hod paid ■ visit 
Northumberland, they were received with great joy by the inl 
bitants of Alnwick. In the evening there were ringing of belL^ 
dischoi^ea of small cannon, and a grand display of firc-worki in the 
street before the castle, consisting of skyrockets, wheels, crown^ 
mines, &c, of the most brilliant description. 

Augu3t 11. — About three o'clock in the morning, arrived ia 
Newcastle, the agreeable news of the victory gained on the firt^ 
by Prince Ferdinand, over the French, near Minden, at which 
early hour, the bells were rung, some houses were illuminated, anl 
bonfires made in the streets ; beftve eight o'clock, the joy was uiu« 
versal throughout the town. 

August 13 Died at Stockton, Mr. Martin Bryson, who tm 

many years kept a bookseller's shop on Tyne Bridge, NewcastW 
The late Mr. William Chamley, served his apprenticeship with **" 
Bryson, "whose integrity, benevolence, and amiable diBpoui 
rendered him a credit to trade, a blessing to society, and dear ta 
all his friends." Mr. Bryson was in habits of intimacy and corret- 
pondence with Mr. Allan Ramsay, the celebrated Scots poet, one 
of whose letters to Mr> Bryson, it is said, was addressed as 
follows : — 

" To Mr. Bryson, on Tyne Brigg, 
An upright, downright, honest Whig." 

August 27. — The hshermen of Newbiggen, by the sea, drove on 
shore there a very singular fish, 21 feet long, and its circumference 
round the shoulders nine feet. 

S^ttitAer 9. — The news of Admiral Boscawen's having defeated 
the French fleet, on the 18th of August, near Gibraltar, arrived in 
Newcastle by express, on which occasion the bells were rung, and 
every possible demonstration of joy was exhibited by the inliabi- 

SfpUmhcT 11. — The account of the surrender of Niagara and 
Ticonderago, in America, on the 24ith of July, to the British arms, 
under the command of Major-general Amherst, arriving in Newcas- 
tle, the bells were rung till a late hour at night, several houses were 
f ilium bated, and a general joy was diffused through the whole town. 
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1759 (S^ 20^.— As Mr. Cothbert Lambert,* son of an eminent 
phjBcian in Pilgrim Street, Newcastle, was riding along Sandy- 
M-itone Lane, his mare took fright, and, running to the bridge, 
niade a spring over the battlement, which was three feet and a half 
h^ to the opposite side of the bum below, which was 45 feet, 
and was 36 feet perpendicular ; what was very astonishing, and, 
indeed, remarkably providential, the young gentleman escaped 
^th his life. An intervening branch of an old ash tree broke 
tbefr &1L In consequence of Mr. Lambert having kept his seat 
to the bottom, he received so violent a shock, that he was some 
time indisposed. The mare stretched itself out and died almost 
nmnediately ; bein^ a great favourite, its skin was preserved in the 
&Qifly. On escamming the body, all the joints of the back were 
^OQDd displaced by the fall. The place has ever since been called 
^Labibert's Lcap,** which was cut upon the coping stone of tlic 
bitdement to commemorate the fact. A large prmt, drawn and 
pQbfa'shed in London, by Mr. Pollard, in 1786, and which was after- 
wards copied and engraved by Mr. John Scott, for the " Sporting 
Anecdotes,'* is neither a view of the place, nor does it state the 
ftct, the idxnre account being strictly correct. The following is 
the account given underneath Mr. Pollard's print : — *< The acci- 
dent above represented, happened some time ago to Mr. Cuthbert 
Lambert, of Newcastle upon Tyne, whose horse, as he was en- 
deavouring to turn him at full speed across Sandyford-stone 
Bridge, lei^d the battlement, and fell about 45 feet, to the bed 
of the river. The horse died in consequence of the fall, but the 
ytmng gentleman was providentially caught in the branches of an 
M ask tree^ where he hung by the hands till some passengers got 
him down in safeh/* ! ! ! I find that Mr. Pollard had been misin- 
formed, by a friend in Newcastle, on whom he depended for the 
particulars of the fact. See the vignette title^ and for other acei' 
dents at this bridge, see Aug. 18M, 1771, and Dec. bth, 1827. 

September 21. — Died, deservedly lamented, Lady Blackctt, con- 
sort of Sir Walter Blackett, bart, M. P., for Newcastle. The 
loss of this most benevolent lady, was severely felt by the necessi- 
tous poor, and deeply regretted by her acquaintances of every rank 
and station. On the 27th her remains were deposited in the fami- 
ly vault, in St. Nicholas' Church, in Newcastle, the pall being 
borne by the earl of Northumberland, Lord Ravensworth, Sir 
John Swinburne, Sir Thomas Clavering, Sir Henry Grey, and Sir 
Matthew White, barts., Geoige Bowes, George Delaval, William 
Fenwick, William Carr, of Etal, Lancelot Allgood, and William 
Ord, esqrs. 

Octooer 5. — All the officers of the Northumberland militia 
dbed at Alnwick castle, with the earl and countess of Northum- 
berland. The company assembled at the post-office, from whence 

* Oct. 13, 1770, Died, Mr. Cuthbert lismbert, son of Dr. Lsmbert, of 
Kewcartle, and Lsnd-wiiter at the Custom-house there. 
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they inarched through the ttreeti ia their UDifomis to the gttei of 
the castle, where they were met and saluted by the earl and kni 
Warkworth, and thence conducted into the castle, beine compli- 
mented on their arrival by a discharge of canDon. The dituMi 
was most magnificent, and the toasts, which were of the most kjal 
description, were accompanied by discharges of cannon. A fer 
days ai\er, the cloathing for the men arrived. The livery was red, 
faced with buff, as at present. 

1759 ( Oct. 21 J* — The important and glorious news of the turm- 
der of Quebec, in America, to the British arms, on the 18th of the 
preceding month, arrived in Newcastle, on which occasion the bdk 
were immediately rung, but the general rejoicing was p o atpoa ri 
until the next day (Monday), being the anniversary of hia majestjri 
coronation. The gentlemen volunteers fired several exoeUat 
vollies in the morning, and at noon the two battalions of Yorkshiif 
militia went through the same ceremony, the bells were mug 
throughout the day, and at night the houses were most brilliantly 
illuminated. At all the other towns there were great rejoicings oo 
account of the success of the British arms. These rejoicings were 
not unmixed with sorrow for the loss of tlie brave General Wolfe, 
who was killed whilst gallantly heading his grenadiers on the 
heights of Abraliam, westward of Quebec, five days previous to the 
surrender of that place. He was first wounded in the wrist, then 
in the belly, but still pushing on he was mortally wounded in the 
breast. In his dying moments he desired to know how the dav 
went, and being told that the French were running, he replied, 
" God be praised — 1 die in peace." This gallant general was only 
about 34 years of age. The French General Montcalm, and the tw9 
French oncers, next in command, were mortally wounded.* 

October 31. — About six o'clock in the evening, a fire broke out 
in one of the stables belonging to the Bird in Bush Inn, in Pilgrim 
Street, Newcastle, which burnt with great fury until about eleven 
clock, when it was happily extinguished. The mayor, magistrates, 
and the militarj^ were indefatigable in their exertions to render 
every assistance to the inhabitants of the town, who were assem- 
bled on the occasion. 

October. — A fire broke out in the stack garth at Grindon, near 
Berwick, which, in a short time, consumed 30 stacks of com and 
hay, together with all the barns, granaries, and other out*>houses. 
The loss was computed at £3,000. 

December 1. — A fire broke out in a stack yard at Ulgham Grange, 
near Morpeth, belonging to Mr. Ralph Fenwick, which was entire- 
ly consumed. It consisted of 19 stacks of com, and near 250 

* Died, at the village of Ford, in Northumberland, August the 7th, 1897, 
a^;ed 85 years, Mr. Robert Sanderson, who served as an ordinary surgeon to 
General Wolfe, at the memorable attack on Quebec, and is the person repre- 
sented in the engraving of the death of that hero, as supporting the British 
general after he had received his fetal wound. He often boattedthMt he was 
the person who shot General Montcalm, the French commander of thst 
place. 
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hay. It was thougfat to have been the work of inc^i- 



1759. — ^This jear, on rtmofing foine nibbbh withm Thiriwall 
di,the flooring of a room was diioovered, consisting of three tier or 
oounes of flags, one abore another, each separated by a stratum of 
and. 

An act of parliament was this year passed for rendering the river 

Wesr navigable op to Durham, but the commissioners never qoali* 

fcd to put the act in force. A plan to render the river navigable 

to Dorham bad been proposed in 1720, and in 1796, Mr. Robert 

I)odd, and afterwards Mr. Whitworth, surveyed the river, with a 

new of joining the Tyne and Wear, by a cut through the vale of 

TesB^ to the Wear, near Hcktree, and thence to tlie city of 

Durhsm. 

This year, a very fine organ was erected in Stockton church. 

1760 fjtm. 6 J. — A fire broke out in a maltmg, at the head of 

Horasby's Chare, adjoining the Butchers' Bank, Newcastle, and 

hunt with great violence for near five hours ; it consumed the malt- 

ioj; and two dwelling houses; it was occasioned by a person going 

With an uncovered candle among some of the flaix saved from the 

ihip Neptune, of that place, which was wrecked in Burlington Bay, 

OD the I2th of December, 1759. 

Jamuary 13. — In the evening, a small ferry-boat, with twelve 
psrsooa in it, put off from the shore at North Shields, in order to 
cmss the river, but, being overloaded, unfortunately sunk, and only 
tiro persons were saved. 

Jamuary 24. — About eight o'clock in the evening, a dreadful 
fire brdce out in the glass-house, at the west end of the Close, 
Newcastle, belonging to Messrs. Williams, and Co., but, with timely 
assistance, it was got under. 

Jamtary, — Died, at Whitburn, near Sunderland, Mrs. Mary 
Bainbridge, aged 101 years. She had enjoyed perfect health for a 
number oi years, was out on a visit the day before, and taken ill in 
the night, she slumbered away in a few hours. 

January 31. — A tender sailed from Shields with 60 impressed 
men on bmird, who, as soon as the vessel had got out to sea, found 
means to release themselves, and taking possession of the vessel 
carried her into Scarborough and made their escape. 

The beginning of this year, at a sale of furniture, at Winlaton, 
near Newcastle, a woman bought a very larg^ old bureau for 4s. M^ 
being considered nothing better than lumber. Afler the sale, she* 
with some difficulty, prevailed on a nailor, her neighbour, to assist 
her in removing it ; he, in forcing it open by the middle, discovered 
some papers and loose gold ; told her of it, and made it fast again ; 
got more help, and took it away whole. In getting it out, one of 
Uie papers fell, and the gold gingling, was taken notice of by one 
of the assistants, but the nailor saying it was only a bag with a few 
nails he had put out of his pocket, it passed. After getting it 
home, and dismissing the assistants, the purchaser and mt fiiend, 
the nailor, went to work, and took it to pieces, and were paid for 
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their trouble with several purses and papers of gold to a consideiB- 
ble amount. She gave the nailor five papers untold, which enabled 
him to pay his debts, and purchase a house and shop to work in, 
which amounted to upwards of £200., and was told by the woman 
to apply to her if he wanted more ; but he was satisfied and looked 
upon it as a particular piece of providence, being deep in debt and 
out of credit, with a sick wife and a small family. It was remark- 
able that this old piece of iiimiture was recollected to have passed 
through several sales for the preceding forty years ; that none of 
the gold was of a later coinage than James 11^ and that it was in 
the possession of an opulent ramily, in the neighbourhood of New- 
castle in the year 1715. 

1760 (Feb. 25 J The officers of the Northumberland mflitia 

met at Alnwick, and the men having marched in from diffisrent 
parts of the county, as well as from Newcastle, they were embodied 
and formed into companies, and received their cloathing and accou- 
trements at Alnwick castle, the seat of the right hon. the ear! of 
Northumberland, brigadier-general, by whose order twenty guineas 
were distributed amongst them to drink his majesty^s health. On 
the 28th, in the evening, the earl of Northumberland, accompanied 
by his son, Lord Warkworth, arrived in Newcastle; the former 
being lord -lieutenant of Northumberland, was on his way to Ber- 
wick to join the militia which had lefl Alnwick to be quartered 
there ; and the latter to join the regiment of royal volunteers, 
commanded by Colonel Crawford, then quartered in Newcastle, 
in which his lordship bore a captain's commission. March 10th, 
this regiment consisting of 1,400 men, was reviewed by General 
Whitmore, in a field near Shields road, about three miles from 
Newcastle, and although a very young regiment, gave great satis- 
faction to the general, their own officers, and a great number of 
spectators present. April 25tli, whilst this regiment was firing 
upon the town-moor, Newcastle, one of the soldiers had put into 
his musket a ball, with the intent as was supposed to shoot the 
major of the regiment, it luckily missed him, but wounded his 
horse in the neck, of which wound it died. 

March 15. — A stone coffin was dug up by some workmen in the 
Spital Orchard, in Newcastle, in which the bones of a human 
skeleton, though much decayed, were found. From the narrow- 
ness of the coffin, the body deposited in it must have been a very 
small one, though of a middling length. 

May 29. — A remarkable large salmon was taken in the river 
Tync,and sold in Newcastle market for lis. It weighed 54 pounds, 
was four feet four inches long, and thirty three inches round. 

June 15. — One man was killed and another much scorched by a 
blast of foul air in Long Benton colliery. 

Auffust 27. — Arrived in Newcastle, brigadier-general the right 
hon. the marquis of Rockingham, from Sunderland, where his 
lordship (attended by several gentlemen of distinction, in the coun- 
ty of York), had reviewed Colonel Thornton's battalion of the 
West Riding of Yorkshire militia, with whose good character and 



A. 9. 1760L] HBM AmXABLB SVBNTi. 2S9 

fflilittry appearance, his lordship was much pleased. On the day 

of his lordship's arrival in Newoistle, Colonel Duncombe's battalion 

of tbe North Riding of Yorkshire militia, was reviewed by General 

Whitmore, when his lordship expressed his approbation of the mili- 

taij appearance of the men and the steady and soldier-like manner 

in which they went through the different evolutions. After the 

review his lordship and the officers dined with General Whitmore, 

when they were most politely entertained. The next day the 

general reviewed the battalion commanded by Colonel Sir Ralph 

Milbenk, bart., which gained universal applause for their military 

discipline. The officers and men were all new cloathed and made a 

fine i^ppearance. The marquis was pleased to express, in a particular 

manner, the great pleasure he haa received, and left ten guineas 

to each battidion to drink his majesty's health. His lordship was 

the same day entertained by Colonel Duncombe and his omcers^ 

and the following day Colonel Milbank and his officers fOLve an 

elegant entertainment to his lordship at the Assembly Rooms* 

August 30th, his lordship left Newcastle to be present at Richmond 

1760 fSepL I?;.— Died, at his seat at 
Gibside, George Bowes, esq., of Streatlam 
and Gibside, M. P., for the county of Dur- 
ham. Mr. Bowes had represented the coun- 
ty in the parliamenU of 1727, 1734, 1741, 
1747, and 1754. September 26th, his re- 
mains were deposited in the family vault at 
Whickham, in a grand manner, there to 
remain till the chapel at Gibside was finbh- 
ed (the first stone of which had been laid 
a little before his death), then to be removed and placed in the vault 
which he designed for the future interment of his ^amijy; The pall 
was supported by the right hon. Lord Ravensworth, Sir Thomas Cla- 
vering. Sir Waher Blackett, Sir Henry Grey, harts., Edward Monta- 

Se, Matthew Ridley, John Tempest, and Henry Lambton, esqrs. 
r. Bowes left an only daughter, Mary Eleanor, heiress to an 
estate of £600,000. She married John Lyon, the 9th earl of 
Strathmore, and afterwards she became the unfortunate wife of 
Andrew Robinson Stoney, who assumed the name of Bowes, in 
consequence of his marriage. This notorious character, who was a 
compound of every thins base, was familiarly known by the name 
of Stoney Bowes. See March 1th, 1770, and Jan, 16/A, 1810. 

October 1. — The Lying-in-hospital in Newcastle was first 
opened in Rosemary Lane. A similar charity for poor lying-in- 
women at their own houses, in Newcastle and Gateshead, was 
established the following year. A neat stone building has recently 
been erected in Bridge Street, for the establishment origmally in 
Rosemary Lane. 

November 1.— At noon the right worshipful, Henry Partitf, esq., 
mayor, and the magistrates in their scarlet robes, preceded by the 
town's band of music and the regalia, went from the Mansion- 
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hou»e to the Guildhall, attended by the colonels and ofHcen of the 
two battalions of Yorkshire militia, quartered in Newcastle, and ths 
principal gentlemen of the town and neighbourhood, where monjr 
loyal healttit vrere drunk, and proclaimed his majesty. King George 
111., amidst the joyful acclamations of several thousands of tpecta* 
tors, who accompanied tliem to the Flesh-market, and the Whita 
Cross, in Newgate Street, the usual places of proclamation, 

1760— On the same day, hb majesty was proclaimed at Berwick, 
•midst the joyful arclamations of a great concourse of people. Sir Ed- 
ward Blackett, bart., colonel of the Northumberland militia, the 
magistrates and gentlemen of the town waitedon the right worshipful 
William Hall, esq^ mayor, at his house, and marched to the Crot^ 
preceded by Captain Dixon, with the company of grenadiers, when 
he joined u\e rest of the rcj^iment. The proclamation having been 
read at the various places, the cannon on the walls were fired, and 
the gentlemen repaired again to the Crosii, where they drank bm 
majesty's health, and the healths of all the royal family. After 
each health the Northumberland militia fired a volley, with threi 
huzias from the assembled multitude. The grenadier company 
Aen marched back in the same order to the mayor's house, when 
■n elegant entertainment was given by the corporation tn tlie 
officers, and a handsome present to the soldiers, and several hogt- 
heads of strong beer to the populace. At night the town wac 
illuminated. The like was done with great splendour at all tbe 
neighbouring towns. His majesty was proclaimed at London OB 
the S6th of October, the day aiier die death of his grandfather 
King George U. 

A curious effigy, in relief, of a Roman soldier, on a white rao- 
■tone, a ring engraven with the figure of Victory on a rougs 
cornelian, and a small brass image of one of the lares, wen 
found at the Roman military station of Caert'orraa, in North* 
umberland. The figure of the former was about H inches iN 
height. Above its shoulder was a lion recumbent with a 
struggling under its paws. Abundance of antiquities have bee* 
dug up in this station. A human skeleton wus Ibunil at the eel 
end when the military road to Cumberland was being made. 

This year, as a mason, named Robinson, was angling in the tin 
Tyne, at Bywell, aller a flood, he took up a small silver cup, aai 
was rolling on the waves, full of earth, of Roman fabric, with thi 
inscription round tlie brim, '' Dnsideri vivat." He sold it to Ml 
Longlands, goldsmith in Newcastle, for 15«., of whom it was MM 
aiter claimed by William Fenwick, esq., as lord of the manor. 

This year, a large gateway tower which stood at the end i 
Framwellgate Bridge, m the city of Durham, was taken down ft 
the convenience of carriages. 

A part of the crowded buildings which stood on the north pilln 
of Elvet Bridge, in the city of Durham, were this year removed. 

1761 (Jan.). — As some workmen were digging in a planta^oiii 
at Shawdon, in Northumberland, they found two Roman urns 
tnining human bones. They were of a globular form, about M' 
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indiat in dkmetar, and wwe made of a bluiih earth. Near Che 
ami was also found a ttoiie diest or coffin, and on digging further, 
m tntire foundation of a triangular building, with three rows of 
ftqa, and also a Roman causewaj. 

1761 (Feb. 17^.— Earij in the morning a fire was discovered in a 
oorYo's shop, adjoining Bjker staith, belonging to Matthew Ridley, 
cso., which entirelj consumed the same, together with the smith's 
snd waggon*way wright*s shops adjoining, and had not the wind 
inckflj shifted, in all probability the staith would also have been 
defCroyed, as the flames had at one time hold of it. 

/UrtMvy 2S^^Mr. William Scott, (the present Lord Stowell), 
son of William Scott, esq., of Newcastle, and who was educated m 
the Royal Free Grammar School there, by the late Rev. Hugh 
Moises, was preferred to his opponents, and unanimously chosen 
scholar of Corpus Christi College, Oxford, for his great proficiency 
in classical learning, though he was then only fifteen years of a^ 
December 14th, 1764, Mr. Scott was elected fellow of University 
College, Oxford, and on the 10th of June, 1766, he took his degree 
sf M. A. in the same university. In December, 1773, Mr. Scott 
vaa elected, in full convocation, Camden Professor of History in 
that university. This professorship was founded by the learned 
Mr. Camden, in 1662, and for the maintenance of Uie professor, 
he charged his manor of Bexley, in Kent, with £140. per annum. 
8m April 80A, 1816, and Augutt 14M, 1819. 

At the same time, one of the medals given by his srace the duke 
of Newcastle, to the two best classical scholars of the year» in the 
University of Cambridge, was adjudged to Mr. Robert Maddison, 
who had dso been educated in the Royal Free Grammar School, in 
Newcastle, by the Rev. Mr. Moises. 

February 28. — The latter end of this month, a great deal of dis- 
tnrbance about the balloting for the militia took place in North- 
amberinul and Durham. On the above day (Saturday), the mob 
having got a paper printed.* came to Gateshead, in number about 
a thousand, and delivered it anmne the deputy*lieutenants, who 
were met to baQot for a few vacancies. The gentlemen, to avoid 
mischief, agreed to excuse them for that time at their expence 
fsave a trifle from those on whom the lots fell), as only about a 
doaen were wanted in the ward. They then went peaceably home, 
but swore that they would stand to their proposal as in their printed 
paper, whenever a general balloting happened again, and, at the 

•«D«HWifmJPV*.a7, 1761.*' 
• •• This is to give notice to til in general, that it b &r firom the besrU of 
aaj of ui that it here met to day, to be anj wajt incllDed to be Rebellious 
sgRinat his Royal Muestj; but, fiir from it, onlj what common men desire^ 
is men of estates to hire men for the militia as they were formerly ; bebff 
very fit that they who have lands should hire men to maintain them ; Ibr ft 
is a thing that none of us will submit to, to beballottcd after thb mannsr, as 
it is in vain to enlist or dxmw any belooging to this our county i fbr we are 
resolved not to let any man go out smoMst us after this manner.** ** Ood 
save his llv«ty Sing George the Thhd.^ 
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■ame time, begged his majesty might be petitioned to alter the acti 
After the affair at Gateshead, the pitmen, waggonmen, husband- 
men, and servants, in the county of Northumberland, (for of suck 
the mobs mostly consisted,) having taken into their heads, that thr 
Durham people of their stationed had got exempt from the ballot h"^ 
the rise they had made, assembled on Monday the 3d of Mar<^ 
in great numbers at Morpeth, and not meeting with such ini ' 
gence as they expected, obhged the deputy- lieu tenants and jus 
ces to quit their duty for their own safety, no military force beinfl 
at hand ; the rioters then seized all the lists and books relative n 
the militia, from the constables, and tore or burnt them before il 
eyes. The next day, they went to Whittingham, twenty miles n^ 
the country, and acted in much the same manner. Flushed w-" 
success and reinforced to near five thousand, they made a 
attempt at Hexham, but had not the like success. March the W 
the deputy-lieutenants met at Hexham, pursuant to advertisement 
to receive lists from the constables, of the persons in Tindale wan 
liable to serve in the militia, and that being previously informedl 
from several parts of the county, that a great number of persoafi 
were determined to assemble in a riotous manner to prevent suck' 
lists being delivered in, a detachment from the two battalions d 
Yorkshire militia, quartered at Newcastle, was, at the request of' 
the deputy lieutenants and justices, ordered by Colonel Duncomb^ 
under the command of Major Crowe, from thence to Hexhanb 
Perhaps the most accurate and authentic account of the melanchol* 
proceedings in this affair, is that written by an officer of the NaiW 
York militia, (William Allen,) taken from his diary in the pouem 
aion of Sir C. Sharp, and of which i have availed myself: — " New 
castle, March 7. — ^Iteceived orders for two companies of each bit*' 
tolion to march early to morrow-morning, for Hexham, in order t#l 
put a stop to riotous assemblies, intended to be held there on Moo* ' 
day, to obstruct the deputy-lieutenants balotting for the milidb. 
Sunday Sth. — Arrived safe at Hexham, at ten — found the peofit 
all resolute and determined to rise, from a notion that those who; 
assembled at Newcastle, had their grievances redressed. 
Bewick, Sir Lancelot Allgood, Fenwick, &c. &c. supped with ui,^ 
Monday 9th. — At nine were under arms — at ten marched to tiMI' 
town-hall with the justices — took possession of all the avenuflC 
leading to the hall, and drew up our men in the market place- 
Captain Fielding and his company were posted in the yard. Tl 
gentlemen proceeded to business, and all the men, who gave in tbdi 
names and had petitions to present, I conducted through the ranln 
two at a time, and carried up to the gentlemen. The petitioo^ 
they presented were of a treasonable nature, tending to obstmoV 
the execution of the laws ; and though they professed all duty avM 
allegiance to the king, yet they declared one and all that thq* 
would not be balloted for. Tlie gentlemen told them tliat tiief 
would not dispense with the execution of the law, and though, how- 
ever hard it might be, yet, as justices, they were obliged to act 
under it as it then stood. Their numbers greatly increased ; and 
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about twdv^f two horns were blown, and every reinforcement thej 
reoehred was ushered in with loud huzzas. One of the men who 
blew the horns (at my instance) was apprehended, but the gen* 
tlemen thought proper to release him, after taking his name and 
place of abode. At one, they had increased to near five thousand, 
ttd greatly insulted our men, who for upwards of three hours bore 
it with the greatest coolness and moderation. At one or a little lif^r, 
the prodamation was read, and they were acquainted with the^ 
penalty they incurred if they did not disperse. They still con- 
tioued waving their monstrous sticks, clubs, and quarter-stafis, in a 
most insolent manner over the heads of our men, for by this time 
th^ had come within reach of our bayonets, with which our front 
nuk stood charged ; and soon after, they made a vigorous effort 
upon our left and broke in upon them ; one of the ring-leaders 
leised the firelock of a man of Captain Blomberg's company, turned 
UMm the num and shot him dead upon the spot ; at the same time, 
Ensign Hart was shot by a pistol from one of the mob, upon which 
the word of command was given to fire, as it then became an act 
of necessity and self-defence. The men were immediately formed 
again, and the fire became general from right to \e(t The grena- 
diers fired but once, which cleared our front, and in a minute's 
time there was scarce a man left but the dead and wounded. As 
soon as ever the smoke of the first fire cleared away, and I saw the 
resistance had ceased, I ran up and down the line to make the 
men give over firing — for many random shots still continued, and 
the b^lls whistled by roe both on right and left, but providentially 
I received not the least harm. Thanks be to heaven, my en- 
deavours met with immediate success, and I found Major Crowe 
and Captain Hill employed upon the same business ; and now we 
had an opportunity of contemplating the bloody scene before us, 
twenty four being lefl upon the spot, eighteen of whom were dead, 
and the rest dangerously wounded. This was a spectacle that 
hurt humanity, for now all resistance was over, compassion took 
place. We seized upon all their clubs, but took no prisoners, be- 
cause the gentlemen chose to have them apprehended in a regular 
way by afterwards issuing their peace-warrants. Col. Duncombe's 
detachment had one officer mortally wounded, one private killed 
upon the spot, and three wounded. The man who shot Mr. Hart 
wa» instantly despatched, as was the other man who killed the sol- 
dier. We had not so much as a sinele officer or soldier hurt ; owing, 
I apprehend, to the care Captam Revely and I took in keeping 
our front clear, for whenever Uiey attempted to press upon us we 
made our men charge their bayonets, and Revely and I advanced 
with ours at the same time, and made them give way. Finding 
no impression was to be made there, tliey altered their plan, and 
made their attack as before mentioned, which was foolish and des- 
perate to the last degree. Our men behaved with the greatest 
steadiness that troops could possibly do, and the officers with a 
resolution that shewed they were not backward in obeying their 
orders. At four, marched our men to the abbey, and lodged them 
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altogether in the great old hall. At eight went to tee poor Hart; 
found him resigned and quite sensible, and spoke very cheerfiillj, 
but said he could not continue long. Tuesday 10th, Ensign Hart 
died, this morning at five. No disturbance at all ; a verj wet day 
which was of service, as it washed the remains of yesterday out of 
the market place. At six all the officers and gentlemen attended 
the funeral of Ensign Hart — the officers supported the pall — the 
men marched with reversed arms and the drums beat the desd 
march, and every honour was paid him, except the firing, which 
was omitted, lest it should give umbrage to those who had loit 
friends in the affiiir, as many people were now come to town to 
challenge the dead and wounded. Buried the soldier at the same 
time. Fourteen of the rioters buried to night and others carried 
home, and some remained unowned. All quiet.** August ITth, 
at the assizes held in Newcastle, by adjournment, for the county of 
Northumberland, and which ended on the following day, Peter 
Patterson and William Elder (two of the Hexham rioters) were 
attainted of high treason, and received the following sentence ;— 
** To be drawn upon a hurdle to the place of execution, on Wed- 
nesday, the SOth day of September next, and then and there 
severally hanged by the neck, to be severally cut down alive, and 
have their entrails taken out and burnt before their faces , to have 
their heads severed from their bodies, and their bodies afterwards 
severally divided into four quarters, and their heads and quarters 
disposed at his majesty's pleasure." August 26th, the high-sheriff 
of Northumberland received a respite for Patterson and Elder, to 
the 5th of October, when Peter Patterson was executed at Mor- 
peth. He behaved with a becoming decency. A disagreeable 
circumstunce attended the execution of Patterson ; the noose of 
the rope gave way, and he fell down before he was dead, the cart 
was then ordered back, and a new halter made use of, and after 
he had hung the time that the law required, his body was cut 
down and dismembered, according to his sentence. It is said that 
after he fell down he exclaimed " Innocent blood was Hi to shed f* 
A further respite had previously arrived for William Elder, and at 
the assizes in August, 1762, he was pardoned. 

1761 (Majf), — A subscription was opened for the levelling and 
inclosing the burial-ground of St. Nicholas' church-yard, in Newcas- 
tle, in order to render it a more agreeable approach to the church, as 
well as a decent place of interment of the dead. On this occasion 
the cemetery was considerably abridged. The year following St 
John's church, and All Saints' church, were also inclosed. 

July 11. — About ten o'clock at night, came on at Newcastle, 
the loudest peals of thunder that had been known for many years, 
and continued most part of the night; the lightning was most 
dreadful ; the fliishes followed each other so fa^it, that the firmament 
seemed one continued blaze. Mr. Ord, of Sands, near Sedgefieid, 
was killed by the lightning on his return from Durham. Several 
sheep and cattle, in different parts of Northumberland, were killed. 
The rivers and brooks, were, by a heavy rain, swelled to an un- 
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conuDOD height) and great damage was done to the houses and 
hods adjoining. At Rothbury, the following day, there was a 
fident storm of rain, hail, wind, thunder, and lightning, several 
dieep were killed on the hills, and the rivulets, which trickled down 
the sides of the mountains, were in a few minutes swelled to 
mighty rivers, which rushed down in such rapid torrents, that the 
etrth was ploughed up in their way, and large beds of gravel and 
huge stones rolled into the town of Rothbury, the streets of which 
were broken up and guttered to a great depth, and the sand and 
itones thrown into heaps against the houses, particularly in the 
loirer part of the town, which was under water, as well as the 
gmond lying behind, by which means a great deal of damage was 
oooe, particularly in a garden of Mr. Fletcher*s, where at least one 
kindred tons of large stones and gravel were thrown, and under 
these several thousand quicks and firs entirely buried and destroyed* 
The storm did not last above an hour, but tlie havock during that 
time was dreadful and astonishing. 

1761 (August 6^.— Two hundred and sixty salmon were taken in 
the Tyne, at Newburn, near Newcastle, at one draught. 

August 21. — A fire broke out in a skinner's workshop, without 
Pilgrim Street gate, Newcastle, which in a short time consumed 
the same, though all possible assistance was given. The mayor 
and other magistrates attended, and the East York regiment of 
militia, commanded by Sir Digby Legard, were under arms. 

September 1. — George Wilson, of Harbottle, in Northumberland, 
aged upwards of 100 years, was married at Al win ton, in the same 
county, to Lilly Forbes, being his fourth wife, aged 51. By the 
two first of his wives, he had 16 children. In 1688, he was im- 
pressed as a soldier. The curiosity of seeing the wedding of a man 
of his age, drew together a numerous and genteel company from 
great distances, who, in regard to his general good character, &c., 
made a handsome collection. He died, August 22d, 1763, in the 
104th year of his age, and possessed great vigour till within ten 
days of his death. He had been a subject to eight kings and 
queens of England. 

September 10. — When the news arrived in Newcastle of the 
Princess Charlotte of Mecklenburg (afterwards consort of King 
George III.) having landed safe at Harwich, every demonstration 
of joy was exhibited. On the following day, when the news of 
the marriage of King George III. and the Princess Charlotte 
arrived in Newcastle, the inhabitants again testified their joy by 
the ringing of bells, drinking loyal healths, &c. 

September 22. — The coronation of their majesties. King George 
III. and Queen Charlotte, was observed in Newcastle with every 
possible token of loyalty and affection. The morning was ushered 
in by peals of bells and firing of guns, which was repeated every 
three hours through the day. At noon. Sir Digby Legard's batta- 
lion of militia fired three excellent vollies on the Sandhill, amidst 
the acclamations of the mayor and magistrates, and a vast number 
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of gentlemen, both of the town and country, where a fouotain «ritb 
wine, ornamented with a gilt crown, and the inscription "Godsare 
King George and Queen Charlotte," was opened, and several loTal 
healths were drunk. Soon after, the magistratcB, officers, &Cn 
went to dine at the mansion-house, and the fountain, which ran 
wine near two hours at both sides, was left for the populace to re- 
gale themselves at ; the whole number of people assembled was 
computed at 10,000. The gentlemen volunteers, called indcpen- 
dents, met at ten o'clock in their uniforms, at the artillery ground 
behind Jesus' hospital, in the Manor Chare, and fired three excel- 
lent vollies, aa a mark of respect to the day. In the evening there 
was a most splendid illumination, not only the houses were lighted, 
but the churches, offices, exchange, and all public buildings, and 
being a fine night, the balluetrades of several gentlemen's houses, 
and the public pants, or water fountains, were bedecked with 
candles as thick as possible. Many curious and suitable inscrip- 
tions appeared ; one gentleman, in particular, had a crown finely 
ornamented and set round with lighted candles, which turned upon 
an axis horizontally, and ran a continued round for several houn. 
The evening was concluded by a concert and ball, at the expense 
of the corporation, which was both full and brilliant. The master 
and brethren of the Trinity-house had an elegant entertain- 
ment in their hall, where their majesties' and other loyal healths 
were drunk, during which, royal salutes were fired on the Quay ; 
between seven and eight o'clock in the evening, the ship, Ho^ i 
Oalc, was ilturalnated with SOO lamps, suspended in the rigging, I 
Sir Waller Blackett, bart., that the joy might be more genera _ 
diffused among all ranks of people, ordered £50. to be distributa 
to the poor inliabitants and the prisoners in the gaol. Tht 
tia had a handsome present made to them. In Gateshead, s 
curious lireworks were displayed ; the houses and the church steepi| 
were grandly illuminated. The whole was concluded with the «' 
most decorum, no mischief or accident having happened. 

The fame day, the Northumberland militia were drawn up a 
the Parade, at Berwick. At one o'clock began tlie discbarge t, 
artillery, succeeded hy three excellent vollies. The officers gilt 
a grand entertainment to the mayor and magistrates, with sevetff 
other gentlemen, and in the evening a splendid ball to the ladtea ^ 
the town and neighbourhood. All the other towns seemed to i' 
with each other in their loyalty and attachment. 

It may bt worthy of observation to state, that Dr. Thomi 
Seeker, archbishop of Canterbury (formerly rector of Houghtoi 
le-spring, and afterwards rector of Ryton, and prebend of DufCrl 
ham), when rector of St. James', was present at the birth of King 
George III., and baptized him the same day, and, as archbishop, 
attended the proclamation of him as king on the death of his ro^ 
grandfather, and afterwards married and crowned his majet^. 
This prelate also baptized his late majesty. King George IV. 

1761 (Ortober.) — A new clock, with chimes, was made b- 
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Walker, in the Clote, Newcastle, which wai put up b St Nicholas' 
Church, and greatly admired, and by good judges was esteemed an 
eicellent piece of workmanship. 

1761 (Nov 23^^— A fire broke out in the house of Mr. John Hen- 
lell, at the Low Glasshouses, near Newcastle, which destroyed the 
nme, together with the furniture, before it could be got under. 
The military and the gentlemen having the direction of the engines 
gsre very prompt assistance. 

November4 — ^The bridge at Glenwhelt, on the military road and 
confines of Northumberland, was broken down and swept away by 
the river, which had been raised to a great height by incessant 
nins. The bridge across the Tvne at Ridley-hall was also carried 
awsy, and much damage was done at various other places by the 
overflowing of the rivers. 

December l^ — An explosion took place in the colliery at Hart- 
ley, by which unfortunate event, Mr. Curry, the viewer, and four 
others lost their lives. 

December 8* — An explosion took place in Long Benton col- 
liery, which burnt one man in a terrible manner ; providentially no 
further mischief was done, which seemed almost a miracle, as the 
pit was full of workmen at the time. 

December 12. — The great contest for the representation of the 
city of Durham betwixt Major-general John Lanibton and Ralph 
Gowland, esq., was concluded. On this occassion 215 mushroom 
freemen were admitted to vote ; these gave Mr. Gowland a ma- 
jority, and he took his seat in the house. When the occasional or 
mushroom freemen, made expressly for the purpose of Mr. Gowland 
were set aside, General Lambton had a majority of 192, in conse. 
quence of which the General petitioned the House of Commons, 
tod, on the lllh of May 1762, it was resolved by a majority of 88 
to 72, that the occasional freemen had no right to vote, and the 
return was ordered to be amended by rasing out the name of Ralph 
Gowland, and inserting that of John Lambton, es<k^ General 
Lambton made a sort ck joyeuse entree into the city of Durfaam on 
die 18th of June 1762, being met at Sunderland bridge by great 
numbers of the freemen, with music, drums, colours* bannerB, and 
every other ensign of honour. At Elvet bridge he left hia cariiaga, 
and was chaired through the principal streets to the QiieCBli Head. 
Ford Castle, which in Leland's time was ^ meattr amng, 
but in decay," was rebuilt by the late Lord Delaval in inc abore, 
year. _^ 

This year, Dormer Parkhurst, esq., master of GiHlkBn, be- 
gan to erect an hospital for six poor widowa or ipiHkn» beir.z 
50 years of age, for whom he built six neat aepOTMeayvtmer^^ 
with a plot of ground to each. The buildinga wcfC caHiikced -i:e 
next year. Each inmate receives £1. per mODdi» 4fcaaChri!ic:r.a.«. 
2s. at Whitsuntide, and 2s. at Easter; a gown OBCtAfVv; arc 
reasonable quantity of cools. The deed of 
Oct. 12th, 1762. See the year 1272. 
1762^/an. 9^.— War was declared agiiiint dgab^t 
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in Newcaitle. The ceremonj was perronned by the sheriff"! 
fcrgeant in the presence of the mayor, the magistrates, and other 
officers of the town. The procession was greeted by the popuIacSy 
who sif^iticd their approbation by loud huzzas and acdamatinns. 

1762 (March 23^.— Died, Mr. John Jopling, of Barnard castle,' 
aged 108 years. He retained his faculties to the last, and what 
was remarkable, he had been bled once a-year for many yean. 

JUareh 27. — There were great rejoicings at StocLton on r»« 
ceipt of the news of the bill being past for building a bridge oiaf 
the Tees at that place. 

April 13. — The twin -daughters of the right worshipful Am 
bone Suitees, esq., mayor of Newcastle, were baptized atSt. NichoW 
church by the names of Barbara and Aim. The company on th» 
occasion were of ihe most brilliant description, and the ladies weiw. 
preceded by the tonn's band of music (waits), and also saluteA 
with peals of bells. There is nothing remarkable in all this, but it'. 
is here given to shew that formerly the higher orders thought it nr 
degradation to have music attending them through the street* a 
these occasions. 

/tpril 21. — A black boy from the Malabar coas^ who wm. 
brought over in Admiral Pocock's fleet was baptized at St. NichoWf 
church, in Newcastle, by the name of Thomas Gateshead. 

June 16. — A girl, at Tanlield, in tlie county of Durham, goinf 
with a light to burn some whins, a spark blew from it and act fii»j 
U attack of straw, which was communicated to some ihatchel 
cottage houses, and about thirty of ihcm were burnt before it 
could be extinguished. 

AmgUJil 9. — Thomas Coulson was executed at Ditrjiam, for tlM 
aiMtder of Thomas Byers, 

Augutt 13. — When the news arrived in Newcastle of her 
■^Mty, Queen Charlotte having been delivered of on heir to the 
crawn of these kingdoms (the late King George IV.), at Sl 
Jamcs't Palace on the 12th -, the bells were rung, and every de> 
■ttwitinttion of joy exhibited. On the following day (Monday), Sir 
l*ifby I.egard a regiment of Yorkshire militia was drawn up in 
l\^tm Street, and fired three excellent voliies on the occaiioD. 
Am xldreM of congratulation to his majesty on the happy event 
««■< Mvl from the mayor, recorder, aldermen, sherilT, and common 
WMKsl of Newcastle, which was presented by the earl of Northum* 



At IXwham the bells were rung, and Colonel Tliomton's militia 
up before the Town-hall, where thcr made Ecvenl 
■, At night the city was beautifully illuminated, and 
it was given by the mayor to the nfiicers and gentle- 
•Mk. «4n« IC*g>*I '■>>"' healths were drunk under the discfaargn 
«^|Mi^ A««n up for that purpose. 
J^]|i|Nnac«(iroDngratulation were s- 
. > . -"^Berwick, &c. Ac. 

stone, computed to weigh upvr ards of 20 tons, 
Grty Mare, was taken out of the river Tyne. 






i.D. 176S.] EUAEKABLB EVEXTS. tS9 



opposite the glasft-houfles below the brklge» at Newcastle. It 
weighed up with keels» noder the directkm of Captain Erringtoo, 
the town 8 sunrejor. 

1762 (SepL 27;.r— St. Ann's Chapel, Newcastle, hamg become 
nuDous and too small to contain the inhabitants of the eastern dis- 
trict of that town, the right wordiipful Aubone Sorteesy esq., 
mayor, the aldermen, and common council, on the abore daj, una- 
nimously resolved that a neat and commodious chapel, and in a 
more commodious situation, should be built at the expense of the 
corporation. 

Akoember 27^— As the hounds of John Twedddl, of Unthank, m 
Northumberland, e%t^ were hunting, they ran a hare on Ramshaw- 
moor, and taking among the rocks, which are there in great abon- 
dsDce, the dogs giving up, a general search began, when one of the 
men discovered, in a cavity, a large quantity of silver coins, which, 
OD examination, were found to be shillings and smaller coins of 
Edward I. and IL They were claimed by John Tweddell, esq., as 
lord of the manor. 

Same month, as two men were driving a bull from a field on to 
the north road, near Stannington, he broke from them and leaped 
over a hedge, under which two women were resting themselves, 
ind falling on them, the one was killed instantly, and the other 
much hurt. 

This year, in digging up some of the foundations of the Roman 
station at Caervorrany in Northumberland, some very large coal 
dnders were turned up, which glowed in the fire like other cinders, 
and were not known from them when taken out. This is an in- 
contestible proof that the Romans were well acquainted with our 
pit coal. 

In digging a grave in a pew under one of the windows of Simon- 
bum church in Northumberland, a very remarkable skull was turned 
up with the spade ; on the back part of it was the figure of a large 
escaUop-shell, and at one of the auditories, of a torcular shell like 
a screw. It is not stated whether these were sculptured or ad- 
hesions of petrified matter. 

About this year, Rowland Wetherald, settled in Sunderland 
as a teacher of the mathematics. Observing the inconvenience 
under which gentlemen of the law and others laboured on being 
obliged to send their hand-bills, &c., to Newcastle for the purpose 
of being printed, he commenced the typographic art in the High- 
street; he afterwards removed to a more commodious situation 
in Maud's-lane, where the. concern was carried on till his death, 
which happened June 19th, 1791. 

1763 (Jan. 10^ Leave having been granted by his majesty, 

the workmen began on the above day to pull down that part of the 
town wall which extended along the quay at Newcastle. 

January 17. — On account of the indisposition of the chief ma- 
gistrate of Newcastle, a meeting of the common-council was held 
at the mansion-house, and the guild in the town's-courty and on the 
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b^) the geoeral tpmntr-sea^aat of the peace wen 

■non-house on the tmae accoiiiit. ■ 

b 16^. — After Hvera] weAs of ae«ere IVoBt, moslof tbi 

t of the country wvre w effectiiall>' frozen ova 

n capable of nutaining ■ number of persons & 

The river Wear, upon which there was a del 

paanye &«■ Cheiter-lc-strcet to Durtism was greatly resorted t 

M Ac gi mil of that neighbourhood fat the exercise of skak 

ii^ At Afawick during this intense frost, skaiiing was much pnei 
tiaed oa At rtrer there, particularly on the above day, which wii 
ccMnied at die annivernary of her majesty's birth day, when I 
■MiA cnooiBae of people assembled to see the perlbrroancea of tU 
3taA«t who had a tent fixed an the ice wherein they dined, a ' 
ik* Uie> wtta went as spectators were treated wiib wine, i 
At 111 ifcMB a whole sheep was roasted upon the ice, and g 
tmmben wsembled to witness the various diversions which « 
gwwan daily. 

P mma r y 16. — Died, at East Tliirston, in the parish of Felto^ 
Horthurobcrland, Mr. I'homas Heron, aged 109 years. 

Pabruary 18. — The petitions of the right worshipful Cutbbol 
Smith, esq., mayor, anil the common council of Newcastle, B * 
that of the inliabitants of the same corporation for lighting t 
streets of that town were presented to parliament. ,^ 

Penary 23. — A fire engine cylinder was landed at Wincomblei 
coal staith on the river Tyne, for the use of Walker colliery, whidf 
surpassed every thing of the kind which had been seen in the nor)*^ 
Tlic diameter of the bore measured upwards of 74 inches, and it w 
10^ feet in length. Its weight, exclusive of thebottomand the pistol 
wa»6^ tons, containing altogether between 10 and 11 tons of met' 
The tjore was turned perfectly round and well polished. Ito^ 
considered a complete piece of work, and did honour to Colebnofc 
Dale Foundry in Shropshire, where it was manutactured. Whw 
the engine to which tins cylinder was attached was completed, it' 
would have a force to raise water of above 307 cwt. 
Ptbruurtf. — Died, at Ualtwhistle, in Northumberland, 
^aged 115 years. His faculties were so strong, that he si 
• a few days before he died. 
tk 11. — As some men were digging in Axwell Park, Doi 
tej discovered an urn with a little dust in it, and, by goia 
, they found a large stone coffin, in which was a skull « 
)|m iMlh very fresh, and several bones of a great size. 

MwvA il — Died, at his seat at Blagdon, Sir Matthew Whitq 
bwH.. IWutenani-colonel of the Northumberland militia, and a v 
IjMVMikni of the Infirmary, at Newcastle. 

JUitrvA :tft.— The right worshipful the mayor and aldermen 4 

^^("l■vMtle, Attended by their officers, proclaimL>d the peace wilk 

IPVaniT and Spain at the usual places with the accustomed formal^ 

ihMt ainidsl a great concourse of the inhabitants, who expressed 

. Ikmf Jc'y by the most joyful acclamations. 
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176S fApHiJ. — An act for lighting the streets, and other places, 
aid maintaining a nightly watch within the town and county or New- 
cvtie upon Tyne, and for regulating the hackney coachmen and 
diairmen, cartmen, porters, and watermen, within the same, receiv- 
ed the royal assent. The public lamps set up in Newcastle, pur- 
lont to Act cf Farllanient, were lighted for the first time, and the 
wstdunen went their rounds in their several districts on the 29th 
of September the same year. 

JfriL — This month, woriunen began laying the foundation of a 
oev square at North Shields, called Dockwray Square, the ground 
btving been the property of a gentleman of that name. 

The same month, died at Ncwbrough, in the parish of Wardell, 
Northumberland, Aiice Wilson, aged 111 years. She enjoyed good 
kahh till within three days of her death, and what was remarkable, 
m the same parish, there was living at the same time, a woman 115 
yens old, wlio rode abroad and practised midwifery. 

ifoy 1. — William Douglas, a felon, made his escape from the 
gtol of Newgate, Newcastle. He was confined for having robbed 
the office of his master, Mr. Armorer, in the Broad Chare in that 
toim. 

Majf 5. — Being the day appointed for a general thanksgiving for 

Gee, at Newcastle, the morning was ushered in with rmging of 
s, &c Service was performed in the several churches, and at 
soon the magistrates and other gentlemen assembled on the Sand- 
biil, .where several excellent fires were made by the North British 
Puzileers, after which, their majesties' healths were drunk from a 
fountain running wine, erected on the occasion, and then lefl to tlie 
populace, who made excellent diversion. A grand entertainment 
was given at the mansion-house. In the evening there was an 
aasmnbly, and the day concluded with illuminations, guns firing, Sec* 
May 12. — A concert of vocal and instrumental music was opened 
in the Spring Gardens, at the head of Gallowgate, Newcastle. It 
was intended to be continued every Thursday evening for sixteen 
weeks every summer. Tickets for the season half a guinea. All 
persons without tickets to pay one shilling each night at the gate. 
The first night there was a most numerous and genteel audience, 
who expressed great satisfaction at the performance. The per- 
formers were several gentlemen of the choir at Durham, the band 
belonging Lord George Lennox's regiment, and the town's music. 

May 26. — Died, at his son's house, at Axwell Park Lodge, Mr. 
Richard Teasdale, of Slaley, in Northumberland, aged 103. 

May 31. — The old colours of the 25th regiment of foot (Lord 
George Lennox's), quartered in Newcastle, being so much woufkdtd 
in Germany, and particularly at the glorious and ever memorable 
battle of Minden, were buried with mUitary honours. 

May* — A subscription was opened in Newcastle, for the erection 
of an hospital, for tlie relief of lunatics. 

June. — Died, near Stockton, Durham, Rachel Weatherby, ased 
110 years. She could read without spectacles, and retained Tier 
memory to the last. 
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17GS (June) This month, Joseph Oxley, of Russell's foctory. 

near Newcastle, obtained a patent, for tui invention of a madiine 
for drawing coals out of coal-pits by the help of iire, 

Augtut i. — Margaret Middleton, alia* Coulson, was esecuted at 
Durliiun, for the murder of a iemale bastard child, named Lucy 
Curry, whom she had for a considerable eum of money taken to 
bring up. The child was at\erward> found drowned near Sunder- 
land bridge. 

Aiiffutl 2. — The arch over the river Teet, at Winston Ford, aeir 
Gainford, Durham, was keyed. It measured between the tsad 
stowls 1 12 r»?et, was 22 feet broad, and sfO teet within the parBpet 
walls, and was said by ftrchitects to be the largest arch in Europe. 
It was built from a design by the late Sir Tliomas Itobinson. 

Auffu*t 8. — A beggar woman named Ann Forster, coming frwn 
Morpeth, met with a child about three years old, belongrag to i 
|>erBon at Shotton Edge, near Blagdon, that Iiad Ktrayed a little 
way from home, she took it up and carried it off. Being aoon niiK- 
ed, diligent search was made for it, but to no effect, till a ^ 
wiiich used to follow it was observctl to make motiuns to go ">' _ 
wards Newcastle, on which they followed him to Gateshewli ■ m 
distance of nine miles, when the father got intelligence of suck a jf 
child being with a be^ar woman, whom he coon found, and tooii 
the child trora her, and brought her before Matthew Itidley, t*^ 
M Blagdon, who committed her to the liouse of correctioa It 
Morpetli. 

Srplember 9. — Was launched from Mr. Airey and Co-'s yiri, 
near Newcastle, amidst u great concourse of spectators, the Side- 
bay, a frigate of 28 guns. 

S^iHmber 15. — The earl of Northumberland having been t^ 

Kinted by his majesty King George III., to be lord lieutenant of 
^land, set out with hifi tamily and a splendid retinue, from North- 
imibcrland house, London, tn enter upon ^at high office. The 
Middlesex militia were drawn out on l-'inchley common, in cooi- 
plinient to his Inrdship as he passed along ; his lordship halted asd 
reviewed them, and then passed on his journey. His lordihip 
arrived st Dublin, on the 2tBt, and was received with great ^ 
tnonstratinns of joy by all degrees of people. His graii^n, the 
duke of Northumberland, is at present (1830) performing this high 
and important ofhce. 

OeUAer 8. — Was launched from Holy Island harbour, a vetsel 
named the Sally, buitt by Mr. Edward Byram. It was a very 
handsome vessel of 25 keels of coals. 

Otrfober 23. — In the evening, a washerwoman, named Susannah 
Nh-IioIsoo, residing in the back Kow, Newcastle, with a small knife 
ciil and mangled herself in a most cruel manner : she cut off lur 
WMN Mid both her ears, the upper eyelids of both eyes, most part 
M' (be under lip and part of the upper ; she alco cut about tour 
h<!fc« > actOM her throat, and also cut off port of both her breasts, 
«Hk4lM>iiw<l her unparalleled o-uelty h^ stabbing herself in the 
^Itliiihb. «W<.-li entered into ilte cavity ol the breast. In this ' 
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Mrrul and horrid state she liveil until tlic next day. Coroner's ver- 
dict, lutuury. An account of this suicide found its way into the 
Paris papers, soon after it ha[^ened, aod excited ihe horror and 
GOiDiniseration of all Europe 

1763 (Nov. \}. — A lodge of free masons was constituted at the 
-house of Mr. John Fife, publican, in the Castle Garth, Newcastlci 
in due form, under the sanction of the hon. Thomas Erskine, 
earl of KeQy, Viscount Fenton, lord baron of Pittenweem, grand 
master of ancient masons in Great Britain. 

Nocttuber 26. — This being the day on which Lord Ossulston, son 
of the earl of Tankerville, attained his Slstyear, it was magnifi- 
cently celebrated at Chillingham castk, Wooler, and various other 

December \. — Early in the morning it began to rain at Nen^cas- 
tle, with the wind at S, E., whicli continued that day with tlie wind 
very high and veering between E. and N, E. At night it blew in 
a tempestuous manner, when great damage was done to several 
houses by the fall of chimnies, &-c. ; and by the prodigioui swell of 
the river, which was at least three feet higher tlian ever known, the 
sttops, cellars, and warehouses, in the Close, Sandhill, Quayside, 
and Gateshead, were many of them filled with water. The da- 
is computed at upwards of £*.(HH). The water about two 
in the following rooming, was fiiLI three feet deep between 
D-wall and the houses on the Quayside. A quantity of 
timber floated half way up the Broad Chare; and the sloop Billy, 
belonging to Newcastle, lying opposite to the old Custom-house, 
was driven upon the Quay, where she was left by the faW of the 
tide, but in the afternoon was safely launched, as were several keela 
and boats. Several houses above bridge, contiguous to the river, 
were laid under water. Some poor people lost pari of their furni- 
ture ; and an old woman was swept away from her house, near the 
Team ; and an ox, which had broke loose from a slaughter-house 
at the Westgate, ran into the river and was drowned. At Shields, 
his majesty's ship Solebay, and about 20 light and laden colliers, 
broke from their moorings and drove towards the bor ; but the 
weather soon ai^er becoming temperate, and the wind changing to 
the southward, tlie Solebay and most of the others were brought 
to and got safe into harbour, lliere was a very high tide in tlie 
river Wear. 

Dtctmber 9. — In the evening, a fire broke out in Mr. Simpson's 
blue manufactory, on tlic Tyne, above the smelt house, west of 
Newcastle, which did great damage, but by the diligence of the 
workmen, it was happily got under before the whole was consumed. 
December. — As Uie workmen at Alnwick castle, were taking up 
the foundation of an ancient tower, one of them found a gold ring, 
the annulus of which bore the following inscription: — "E^>eraute 
ma eomfurle." As the ring was esteemed a great curiosity. It was 
preserved by Mr. Bobert Maddison, beilifl' of the castle, for the 
ntAle owner. 

Tbiiycar, ihcre na^ living in a little hut at Byker Hill, near 
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Newcastle, a man named Robert Jackson, aged 110 years. He 
was B soldier under James II., William and Mary, Queen Ann, and 
George I., and had been in the battles of the Boyne, Aimaiui, 
Malplaquet, Sheriftmuir, and Glenshiel. In hishut be soUciletl ifae 
charity of the humane passengers. 

1763. — A bridge of six arches over the river Tweed, at Cora- 
hill, was built this year. 

1764 (FA. 23;^Died in the Close, Newcastle, Ralph Hwt, 
weaver, in the 116ih year of his age, who retained his faculties W 
the las^ He had been for several years maintained at the ei- 
pence of the corporation of that town. 

F^ruart/ 25. — Early in the morning, a fire broke out in the 
forecastle of the ship European of Whitby, lying in Shields fau* 
bour. but it was extinguished before the vessel was entirely con- 
sumed. 

March 12. — The north arch of Witton bridge, near HanMler- 
ley, in the county of Durham, gave way by suddenly springiDg 
upwards. 

March 20. — The fine liarbour at Scaton Sluice, about half s 
mile north from Hartley, in North umber land, which had been 
some years in making by Sir John Husscy Delaval, was finislied, 
and on the above day two ships went in lu full sail through ihe 
canal cut out of a solid rock 90U feet long, 54 feet deep, and 30 
feet broad. An elegant entertainment was given by Sir John ta> 
great number of ladies and gentlemen ; tliree oxen, several ahe^ 
and plenty of strong ale, were given to the workmen. Oi 
22d, the Warkworth, Captain Curry, a vessel of 13 keeb of 
■ailpd out of the new harbour, being the first af\er its campletioK, 

March 24. — Was published the first numlwr of the New( ■*" 
Chronicle, or General Weekly Advertiser, newspaper, by I 
Thomas Slack. It is still published under its first title hy 
grandsons, Messrs. Tliomas and James Hodgson. 

March, — The Society of Arts presented a premium of 
guineas to Mr. Handyside, of Wooler, in Northumberland, for 
second best painting in enamel. 

April 1. — Notices were given in the newspapers, that 
of the great eclipse on this day (Sunday), morning service w<Mdi' 
not be begun in any of the churches in Newcastle, until 12 o'clod^ 
and evening service not liefore 4 o'clock. 

May IQ. — Ttie right worshipful, William Clayton, ks<\., 
of Newcastle, several of the aldermen, and the building com 
marked out a piece of ground near tlie old St. Ann's chapel, at 
cast end of Sandgate, for a new edifice on a plan to bold ' 
people. The old chapel being too small and become ruinous. 

Mai/ 14. — Many large salmon were taken in the river Tvne, at 
Newburn : — One in particular which measured b^ feel in tength, 
was 28 inches round, and weighed 54Ibs. This was supposea 10 
be the largest fish of the kind that had been caught in that riveiw 

June 4 — The grand illumination designed by the eari 
countess of Northumberland, as a compliment to his majesty's 1 
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hjt was tfaif evttUDg exhibited it Northumberland homey in the 

ftnody London ; 1,500 personi of distinction were invited; the 

arden was deccNrated with 10,000 himps ; 400 were fixed to the 

Uluttradesy descending by the steps ; these had a most beautiful 

eflect. There was a grand display of fire-works of the most costly 

Und. Two bands of music were provided, one in the great gallery, 

which was most splendidly iUummated ; the other in the garden ; 

each answered the other alternately ; and upon the Marquis of Gran- 

by 'sentrance, struck up — *' He comes, he comes, the conquering hero 

conies !" which was instantly followed by a general huzza from the 

whole company. 

1764 (June 16 J Died at Stranton, near Morpeth, Elizabeth Els- 
don, aged 106 years. She retained her faculties to the last. Her hus- 
band died the January preceding, aged 104 years. In the same 
place there was living at that time, Elizabeth Wheeler, aged 104, 
m such health and vigour as to be able to walk 20 miles a-day. 

Jui^ 2. — His grace the lord-archbishop of York arrived in New- 
castle, and on uie following day set out for Hexham, to hold a 
confirmation there, and also to consecrate a chapel at Whitley, 
near that place, and another at Ninebanks, near Allendale. He 
was attended by Sir Walter Blackett, bart, by whose benevolence, 
both these chapels, formerly curacies were liberally endowed. July 
Sd, his grace the duke of Portland, and Lord George Bentinck, 
arrived in Newcastle, and dined with William Clayton, esq., mayor, 
at the Mansion-house, and on the following morning, set out for 
Morpeth, from whence they went on the 7th to meet his grace the 
archbishop and Sir Walter Blackett, at Wallington. 

July 8. — Sunday morning, about 4 o'clock, a keelman, named 
Robert Lindsey, having got on a wall in a lane near to the house 
of a pawnbroker, named George Stewart, in Sandgate, Newcastle, 
was desired by Stewart's wife to come down and go home, which 
he refusing, some high words passed, and she struck at him out 
of the window with a pair of tongs ; and the quarrel increasing, 
Stewart himself got up, and taking a loaded gun from his bed 
head, told l^indsay, if he would not go down, he would shoot him ; 
which he still refusing, he snapped the gun at him, and ordering 
his wife to bring him some more powder, she primed the gun, 
which he then fired, and shot him dead. The coroner's inquest 
brought in their verdict wilful murder^ against Stewart and his 
wife, who were both committed to Newgate, to take their trials at 
the assizes. August 27th, Stewart was executed on the town 
moor, Newcastle, pursuant to his sentence, for tlie murder of 
Robert Lindsay, and his body was given to the surgeons for dissec- 
tion, when Mr. Lambert, Mr. Gibson, Mr. Tyzack, and Mr. Smith, 
surgeons, lectured on the same. 

July IS. — About eight o'clock in the evening, there fell 
at Hartlepool and the neighbourhood, a shower of pieces of ice in 
various forms, clear as crystal, and measuring from three to five 
inches in circumference, it lasted about 15 minutes, but no great 
damage was done, as the weather in other respects was calm. 
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1764 (Jiilff iO). — Such a great quantity of lalniaD was taken 
in the river Tyne, that it was sold for a penny farthing per pound. 

This month, the Society lor the EncourBgemenl of Arts, awarded 
to Thomas Fenwick, esq., of Leminington, near Alowidc, a gold 
medal for having planted 104,000 Scots firs. 

Aagust 17.— Died, at Ponteland, in Northumberland, Elizabeth 
Lions, aged 112 years, who retained her senses perfectly to the 
last. 

August 23— Thti foundation stone of a new bridge over the 
river Wear, at Stockton, was laid. It was opened to tlie public in 
April, 1771, It consists of 6ve arches, the span of the centre arch 
is 7S feet, the two next 60 feet, and tiie two cod arche« 44 feet 
each. Tlie width of the bridge between walls is 21 feet, the car- 
riage road being 18 feet, and 3 more allowed for a raised causeway 
for foul passengers. The whole erection with tlie road at tlie ends 
cost iS,000. 

Auffutt 27.— Died, at Mr. Parser's, the Turk's Head inn, in 
Newcastle, whither he had come for the recovery of his health, the 
right hon. Lord Belhaven, of the Beil, in the shire of Haddington, 
near Edinburgh. On the 30th, his remains were removed from Neir- 
castle, to be deposited in the family vault. His lordship dying 
without issue, his title and estates descended to his only brother, 
the honourable Mr. Hamilton. 

August. — A most elegant market house end shambles were bnih 
in the town of Alnwick, at the cxpcnce of the earl and counteai of 
Northumberland, and which were by them presented to that lawn. 

Septemlier S.— James Edgar, found guilty at the assizes in New- 
castle, of a liurftlary and larceny committed in the house of Edward 
Bi^e, esq., at West Jesmond, near Newcastle, was executed at 
the Westgate. At the place of exectitton, he was dressed in a 
shroud without either coat or waiecoat, and attended by four db- 
Mnttng ministers. He behaved with great decency, earnestly ex- 
horting the spectators by his unhappy fate. Edgar, who was a 
cobler, in SanJgate, with a man named Thomas Harrison, a hawker, 
and Isabella, bis reputed wife, with Alexander Simpson, her son, a 
boy about eight years of age, were apprehended in Sandgate, on 
the 6th of January, 1 764, thr the above burglary, and on nearcliing 
Edgar's house, where Harrison and his reputed wife lodged, the 
stolen goods were found. Edgar confessed tlie fact, and charged 
Harrison and his wife with being his accomplices, who he said tint 
[wt the boy in at the window ; oAerwards the woman found means 
to get in, and Harrison and he staid without and received the stolen 
goods. The accomplices were acquitted. 

Stpttaber ti Died, at tlie Rev. Mr. Spence's, in the city of 

Durham, Mr. Robert Dodslcy,one of die most eminent bookseUets 
ill London, and author of many ingenious pieces both in prose and 
verse. His remains, whidi were interred on the 2ath, lie unilci ;iii 
altar tomb in the cathedral church yard. 

Ortofirt- 17.— As the Itcv. Mr. Leakr. of Stanhope, in Wear.i.r; 
who had been on business at Newcastle, was going to Wliickiiiiin 
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wkre ike mtcndwl to stop aH ni^t, he unforUinatel j lost hit ww» 
aid endenroyrmg to croM the mrer Team, hit hone stuck But in 
tittaKid,andhewasdroiniecL He was found next morning along 
wick las horsey which had not been able to disengage itself, but 
aisMMt dead with Ijing so long in the mud* 

1764 (0€i, 29J^ — Am two men were riding on a jrounffhorse to 
die Cowhill &ir, Newcastle, in passing a win&iill on the Windmill- 
hBk, the hone took firight, and running away with them, leaned 
daraaqnaiTy npfwardsof 27feet deep. The horse was killea on 
the i|iot, but nether of the men were nurt. 

Tus month, as some mai were repairing the floor of the vestiy 
ntheparididiurchof Sedgefield, in the county of Duibam, they 
finsd a large stone image, curiously cut out, near six feet long) 
iod lying in full length, with an sirch orer it, but no inscription 
ippefffed upon it. 

November 1 .-The right worshipful Sir Walter Blackett, hart, 
mayor of Newcastle, and the magistrates, accompanied br the 
giesiest number of free-burgesses and gentlemen that had ever 
been known on a like occasion, perambulated the boundaries of 
that corporation. AfVer meeting at the mayor's chamber in the 
Bumtng and drinking a glass of wine, the procession moved along 
the Close, several men walking before them with spades and axes 
over their shoulders as pioneers to remove obstructions, and to 
abolish all undue encroachments upon the rights and privileges of 
the corporation, next the Free Porters with their halberts, two men 
en horseback with two panniers each, containing figs, prunes, &c. 
(which were thrown among the people by the town nuu^hal, at 
every bounder stone, Ac) Seven sergeants at mace with banners, 
music, &c* Where houses stood on the line of boundary, men 
were ordered to go over them and take off bricks, tiles, Sec. as the 
town's property. Many guns were fired and other compliments 
paid at different places ; the bells were rung all the day. Sir 
Walter Blackett with his usual benevolence, in passing the Infir- 
mary, sent the town marshal witli his good wishes for the prosperi- 
ty of that laudable institution, accompanied with a present of ten 
guineas. Afler the procession, the mayor gave an elegant enter- 
tainment, and the day was concluded with drinking loyal heal ths,&c« 
November 6, — At a meeting of the rector, curate, and inhabitants 
of Sunderland, a plan for building a new chapel was unanimously 
apjMToved of, and in the space of twelve hours £2,030. were sub- 
scribed towards putting the same in execution. 

November 12,-- About ten o'clock at night, a fire broke out in a 
room within the great tower of the castle of NewcastlOf which de- 
stroyed goods to the amount of £160. which had been deposited 
there. 

November 27. — A servant ffirl in the night, in going over Black'- 
bum Fell, near Gibside, Durham, had the misfortune to M into 
an old coal pit, thirty fathoms deep, and at the bottom was taken 
up to her arm-pits in water. In struggling to set out of the water, 
she lackily met with a piece of timber, which she got i^on, and as 
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it kept her pret^ clear of the water, was the means of saving her . 
life. She continued in that dismal situation two days and two 
nights, and was discovered at last by tlie sagacity of a dog, which 
having heard her cries, &c„ made signs of distress to bis master, : 
which induced him to follow it to the very pit mouth. The man 
. dten with proper assistance got her out alive, by which means she 
m* restored to her friends. 

1764 (Dar. 9J A terrible fire broke out at Dukegeeld, nCM- 

i Hexham, occasioned by making a fire in a barn or out-house to dry 
L MMue deaLi, by which two houses and two hay stacks, valued at 
I £15(K, belonging to Mr. Hunter, were consumed. 
I Jiietmber IS. — In the evening, a fire broke out in JMr. Williams' 
I ^ass house, in the Close, Newcastle, occasioned by the foulness 
I of the chimney, which taking fire, some of the sparks got in be- 
I twecn the tiles, and setting fire to the roof, it was consumed. The 
I building being near the river which was then at its height, with 
] proper assistance the tire was got under. 

December 27. — Heing the aimiversar)- of Sl John, the ancient 
I and hoiiouruble xocirty of free ond accepted masons of the lodge* 
, in Sunderland, joined by their brothers firom Durham, Newcastle, 
I fields, and ports udjacetil, went in grand procession to church, 
^ where an occasional sernioii wss preached by the Rev. brother 
Barwisc ; from whence, with their worshipful master, brother In- 
B>an, Bt their liesd, acconipunlcd by the rector, the curate, and the 
i prit)ci[)ul inhabitants, they proceeded to the east end of tJie town, 
I whero amidst thousands assembled, the first stone of a chapel, de- 
} dicatcd to Su John the evangelist, was laid by brother John Thom- 
llill, Miin wl'o with a truly public spirit had generously undertaken 
to plan and execute the building upon the estate of Marshall Ro- ; 
binion, of Herrington, est]., who had generously made a donation , ' 
of ttiu ground, mthough it had been before purchased of him. J 
After tlie ceremony was concluded the society proceeded to brcH | 
ther Adam Turner s, where an elegant entertainment was providedi , 
and the whole concluded wltli the utmost harmony and gcod order, j 
This year, Castle Eden church was erected by Rowland Bur- | 
don, esq. 

Died, at Morpelh, Ephraim Randall, aged 100 years. 
This year, the Presbyterian Meeting-house, in the High Bridge, 
Newcastle, was commenced building, and finished in the year iolf 
lowing. The celebrated Chinese linguist and missionary, the BeVkf 
Robert Morrison, who served his apprenticeship to his fittbcr, Ij 
heel and last maker in the Groat Market, Newcastle, was a ment'' 
ber of tills congregation, amongst whom he received his religioai'{ 
education. In 1B18, while resident at Macao, he received from, 
the University of Glasgow, the degree of D, D, as a complement 
for his distinguished skill in Chinese literature. In 1824, while 
on a visit to his native town, he preached in the High Br" " 
Meeting House, for the first lime on the 21st April, to an es__ 
sively crowded auditory. Dr. Morrison was born at Morpctht 
January 5tbt 1782. His father came from Dunfermline, in ScoiWiV 
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■nd his mother was a Northumbrian ; they removed ti 
when Robert was very young. 

1765 (Jan. %). — A lodge of free and accepted masons w 
constituted at Mrs. Bond's, the sign of the Old George, i 
Shields, when brother Hunter, the master elect, and his officer*, 
were with great solemnity (according to ancient form,) invested i 
with the proper jewels of their respective offices, by their brother 
Koberi Green, deputed for that purpose, by the hon. the earl of J 
Kelly, grand master of Great Britain.' On the following day they 1 
assembled at the Low-lights, together with their brethren from ' 
Newcastle, Sunderland, and other places adjacent, from whencft 
they walked in procession to Mrs. Bond's making a very grand , 

January 19. — Notice was given by advertisement, " That Mr. 
James M'Donnell, dissenting Minister, had taken a convenient < 
piece of ground without Pilgrim Street Gate, Newcastle, to build 
B meeting-house upon, at the desire and importunate request of 
several of his friends." Aprd 1st the foundation stone was laid by 
Hr. M'Donnell, who stood upon the stone, and preached to a great 
number of people assembled on the occasion, after which a hand- 
some collection was made towards carrying on the building. It to 
at present a dwelling house in Lisle Street. Brand says " A ^ 
natic of the name of Mackdonald, erected a building, called tho 
Tabernacle, down an entry almost opposite to the Orphan House, 
but meeting with little or no encouragement, he left the town and 
went to Manchester." He preached his farewell sermon, July 31st, i 
1768. I 

January. — Was married at St. John Lee, near Hexham, Robert i 
Scott, a piper of Wall, aged 90, to Jean Middlemas, aged 25. 1 
The person who acted as father was a piper, and the bride's maid 1 
was a piper's daughter, and what was very remarkable, though the 
bridegroom had used crutches for near 26 years before, he threw ' 
them away that morning, and walked to and from church (about 6 I 
miles) without them. After the ceremony was over, the jiarson , 
treated the company with cakes and ale ; and at the bridegroom*! I 
house at Wall, a dinner was provided and the afternoon spent with | 
the utmost mirth and jollity, having several pipers and fiddlers to < 
entertain them. i 

January. — Died, at Castle Eden, in the county of Durham, i 
Robert Moffitt, aged 101 years, who retained his faculties to the 
last. 

February 6. — A market was held at Corbridge, for com, poultry, 
butter, &c. About 300 persons attended, when a proclamation 
was made for holding a market weekly, on the Friday, pursuant to 
an old statute. i 

Februori/ 18.~A cod-fish was sold at Blyth, to Mr. Harbottle, 
of Bedlington, in the belly of which there was found a gold ring, 
which it was supposed had lain there for a considerable time, aa 
the inscription was defaced or eaten off, though the scroll of ths 
ground appeared plain to denote it a mourning ring. 

VOL. I. K k 
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ne^fMarc/i &J, — A slorm of snow, &c. came onmtheeveoi 
with such violence, and conlinucdBUni^ht, that not only many flw 
of sheep were drifted, but sundry persons lost their lives, by beii 
exposed to the excessive cold and the severity of the we&thc 
One remarkable instance happened near Alnham, in NorihumbcT" 
land, where two sons of a tarmer being at school, a servant Ud, 
about 14 years of age, was despatched wltl) a horse to bring them 
safely home, but on their return (being confounded by the ragii< 
of the tempest) they lost their way and wandered about until their 
dismal situation so terrified them, that tliey deserted the horse, 
and the youngest of the boys laid himself quietly down in the 
snow, but his eldest brother being in great distraction ran back- 
ward and forward till being spent, and his strength cjuitc exhausted, 
he sunk down and expired. His brother and the servant continued 
still alive, but in a torpid and benumbed state, til] they were found 
the next day, the servant leading the horse and the youngest bo; 
(between six and seven years old) on horseback, holding the body 
of his dead brother before him. 

March 12. — The weather still continuing tempestuous, a most 
remarkable and unfortunate accident happened on the road be- 
tween Newcastle and Shields. Mr. Shotton, jun., of High Flat- 
worth, and Mr. Redhead, a former, near tlie said road, being 
returning home, and both riding in full gallop in contrary direc- 
tions, and the night dark and snowing, they niet full upon each 
other with the impetus of both horses, and the shock was so great 
that the horses were killed upon the spot, and their riders thrown 
with extreme force one against the otlier, and thence to the ground, 
so that both lay for dead, and most probably would have been so 
if the father of Mr. Shotton had not been present, who procured 
immediate assistance. Mr. Redliead besides many wounds and 
bruises received a fracture in his skull, and remamed for Maw 
days insensible. Mr. Shotton was in a condition very Httle better* 

JUarch 13.— A house at the south-east corner of Sl NichoW 
church-yard, in Newcastle, by the bank giving way occasioned hf 
great falls of snow and rain, fell down, but fortunately some pefti' 
sons who were in the house being called to by a man who perceii 
tlie house giving way, got safely out almost at the instant it ' " 

March 13. — A new ship of 300 tons burthen was launc 
AInmouth, in Northumberland. Being the first vessel which 
been built there, a great number of spectators attended to 
80 great a novelty. 

March-^-Tiie quantity of snow, sleet, and rain, which fell 
month, swelled the rivers to an alarming degree. The 
Coquet, in Northumberland, lel\ its old course below the v 
nf Warkwortli, and forced its way between two sandy hilla, 
grown with bent that had obstructed its passage for ages, by ~ 
it opened a passage into the sea above a mile nearer than i 
mer chanuel. 

March 19. — A new engine, with many improvements on a 
ously invented machine for drawing coals out of the pita wi 
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knes, erected at Hntlej, by Thomas DelaTal, esq., was set to 
work with incredible success. By this means coab were drawn 
OBt of diat deep mine at the rate of a corf per minute. The ma- 
dkine and improvements were invented by Mr. Joseph Oxley. 
Hds was the second machine which had been erected at this col- 
Gerj, and was of so sim]^ a construction, that the whole worked 
opoQ two axle-trees of about five feet long. 

1765 f March 20 J* — The workmen began pulling down the old 
iMRises near the Low Crane, on the Quay Side, Newcastle, for the 
eractioD of the present Custom-house, which was finished on a neat 
lad elegant plan. The old Custom-house was at the west end of 
the QoiT Side. The establishment was removed in 1766 to the 
Dew buuding. The old building is now a public house, known by 
the name of the ^ Old Custom-house." 

jfyrii 1. — A terrible explosion took place at Walker colliery, 
near Newcastle. The workings of this mine were about 100 
fikthoms below the surface of the earth. The foul air fired in an 
instant, and the explosion which immediately followed, made a 
report as loud as thunder. There were no lives lost, but the work- 
men were in a most miserable condition, being scorched and 
burnt to a very frightful degree. As soon as it could be done all 
possible assistance was given to the sufferers, who, on being drawn 
1^, were sent to the Infirmary. On the day following, several 
overmen and others descended to examine the state of the mine, 
when, dreadful to relate, it fired a second time, and killed eight 
persons and seventeen horses, who were all burnt in a most shock- 
mg manner. 

Ju$u 14.^-Merrill Nicholson, aged 104 years, was buried at 
Sunderland ; her life had been a continued series of health and 
activity for eighty years together, and her faculties were strong 
and perfect to the last. 

June 24 — The sexton of St. Andrew's church, in Newcastle, 
was found dead in a grave which he had been digging. 

June 29. — On the morning of this day, 149 fine large salmon 
were taken at one draught, at the fishery, near the bar at Shields. 
•/tf/y 2. — The golden arrow, according to annual custom (found- 
ed in 1673), was shot for at Ferryhill, by twenhr gentlemen of 
the long bow, which was won by Mr. Thomas Watson, of Dar- 
lington, and the lieutenancy, by Thomas Kelly, of Richmond. 
Great bets were depending on this trial between the gentlemen of 
Durham and Darlington, which were won by the latter. 

Jul$f 16. — A fire broke out in a fulling mill about a mile below 
Alnwick, which burnt with great fury until tlie whole was con- 
sumed* 

Julp, — Died at Shield Dykes, near Alnwick, Eleanor Ander- 
tOD, aged 107 years. Her faculties were remark^ly strong, and till 
the day of her death she was a stranger to sickness. 

Jufy 21« — In consequence of the ruinous state of the old St. 
Ann's chapel, at the east end of Sandgate, Newcastle, it was 
advertised that divine service would commence on the above day, 
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and conlinue to be pcrtbrmeil in the Shipwrights'-hall (Carpen- 
ters'- tower), every Sunday, in the meroiDg and ancmoon, until 
the new chapel waa tioiahed. the service commencing at the same 
time with All Saints'. The chape) and ground were consecrated by 
Bishop Trevor, September 2ni], 1768. No interment had taken 
place in this chapel ground from the time of its consecration until 
April 30th, 1828, when the remaiQS of Mr. George Henderson, of 
St. Ann's How (adjoining the ground), were interred there- 
From the crowded state of the church yards in Newcastle, thi« 
ground was opened to the public as a place of general sepulture— 
A large concourse of people assembled on the occasion, and th^s 
solemn and impressive service was read by the Rev. John DodA^ 
vicar of Newcastle, to whom the public were indebted for iliiaiB 
arrangement. It may be interesting to future historians, to knoi^^ 
that Mr. Henderson's grave was dug close to the south-east angles 
of the chapel. The present chapel, of which the foUowbg is a re-— 
presentation, was built by Mr. Newton, architect, with the atone^ff 
of the old town's wall, which formerly ran along the Quay Side-^ 
The upi>er part of the steeple having for a considerable time beeii=: 
out ot its perpendicular, and its fall apprehended, it was, in Oc- — 
tobcr 1826, taken down and rebuilt with larger stones than had m 
been before used in its erection. ■ 




n6SfJuitfS9J. — About three o'clock in the allernoon, EHm 
Renwick, an elderly woman, was murdered in her son's house ll 
Newbrough, near Hexham, while the family were at the hay-fieUI' 
and the house robbed of £oS. The murderers had used her m< ~" 
barbarously, several parts of the house being stained with I 
blood, particularly the chest where the money lay. 

Aumat 15 Joseph Hall, a soldier in the 6th regiment (Genenl 

Guises) quartered in Newcastle, was executed at .Morpeth, forii 
highway robbery near Gosforth. The following are i ' 
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in i-^SepL 1 1» nsi, about eight o'clock at night, aa Mr. WOliam 
CBtfabertson, hair-dreaaer of Newcastle, was returning from Mor- 
peth ia a pott chaise, he was attacked b j a foot pad a little be jond 
Ae IhreeHnile bridge, who, without speaking a word, discharged a 
futol at the drirer, which blew off his cap, and burnt his face in a 
terflUe manner, on which the horses took fright and galloped off, 
feifing the Tillain behind, who soon after attacked two persons on 
horseback, and ordering them to stand, presented a pistol at one of 
tbeo^ which flashed in the pani on this they galloped off and left 
hioi* In the mean time, Mr. Cuthbertson having arriyed at the 
three-mile bridge, alarmed the people there, who went in pursuit 
and presently tm>k him. He proved to be a soldier in his uniform, 
whidi he had turned inside out ; on searching him, two pistols with 
some balls, also the driver's cap were found upon him. Next 
BMcning he was taken before John Blenkinsopp Coulson, esq., one 
of his majesty's justices of the peace, and being examined, confess- 
ed the whole affidr. 

1765 fAvffusi Si J, — The following curious advertisement ap- 
peared in a Newcastle newspaper of this date, — 

** S. BovERicK, Watch Maker, 
In ike Chvai Markeij Neweasile^ beg$ ieave to acquainiike Cunoui 

in the Medal Way^ 
That he has discovered a particular neat Manner of taking the 
iMPRESSioiffs off from all sorts of medals; the matter of which 
they are made being far more durable than any yet made use of. 
He sells them either in a Collection in Frames, or singly gilt, or 
l^ain white ; or if any Person chuses a particular Colour, by giving 
Time, may be accommodated* A specimen may be seen of both 
gilt and plain at the above place. N. B« — His collection of minia- 
ture CURIOSITIES, made by himself, consisting of a Chaise, weigh- 
ing but one Dram, drawn by a Flea ; a Chain, Flea, Padlock, and 
Key, weighing but one third of a grain ; Furniture of a Dining- 
Room in a Cherry-stone ; Landeau and Six, Drawn by a Flea ; 
Scissars, &c. &c. &c. is Shewn at tlie above Shop." 

1765 (Sept 29^.— As Dr. Askew of Newcastle was driving up 
the bank between Swalwell and his country-house at Whickham, 
and having sent off his footman upon an errand, some boys got up 
behind the chaise, which the Dr. perceiving, ordered his postillion 
to drive them off, but while he was so doing, the horses took 
fright, and in full gallop running over the ledge of a steep hill, the 
chaise was overturned with great violence, and afterwards dragged 
a considerable way, till the parts which joined the fore-wheels to 
the carriage broke, and the horses becoming disengaged, left the 
rest of the chaise behind.* The doctor was very much hurt and 
bruised, but recovered. 

• I suppose that this accident was the cause of the following invention i— 
*• Feb. 11, 1766, Mr. Hillcoat, ironmonger, of Newcastle, obtahied his ma- 
jesty's patent for the invention of an easy method to disenmt horses in- 
stantly nom a carriage, and prevent accidents, which are fiequenlly occasion- 
ed by their taking fiight !** 
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neSfOelJ — The beginning of this moDth, the pitmen, ID the 
counties of Durham and Northumberland, resumed their labouri 
after AtfriAe of several weeks. The difierence between the pitmen 
and coal-oimers, was, according to the appeal of the former to the 
public : — " That most of the pitmen were bound the latter end at 
August, and the reruainder of them were bound the beginning of 
September, 1764, and they served till the 24th or 25th of August, 
1765, which thej expect is the due time of their servitude ; bat 
the honourable gentlemen in the coal trade wilt not let them be 
free till the 1 1th of November 1765, which, instead of 1 1 montht 
and 2S days (the respective time of their bonds) is upwards of 
14 months, so the said pitmen are resolved not to work for, or serve 
the said gentlemen in any of the collieries till they be fully satisfied 
that the said article is dissolved, and new bonds and agreements en- 
tered into for the year ensuing." During this strike, on the " 18th of 
September, early in the morning the mine of coal and one of the 
pits of Pelton Common colliery, in the county of Durham, belong- 
mg to Mrs Jennison and partners, were wilfully and maliciously set 
on fire," the owners offered £100. reward for the discovery of the 
incendiary. A most diabolical letter was sent to Mr. Alderman 
Bell, in Westgate Street, Newcastle. For the bringing to justice 
the persons concerned in writing the letter, (the actual writer ex- 
cepted), his majesty's pardon, was announced, and a reward of 
£100. was offered by the corporation of Newcastle. 

October 6. — Died, at Durham. Mai^aret Green, aged 102 
years. She retained her senses until within a few hours of her 
death. 

October 15. — A new machine, of a particular construction, biult 
under the the direction of Mr. Robson, a very able and experien- 
ced engineer, for clearing the river Tyne, was launched off the Quay 
at Newcastle. 

This month, died at Featherston-row, near Ilaltwhiatle, in 
Northumberland, Mr. Hugh Martin, aged 109 years, possessing 
his foculties to the last. 

October 31. — Great sorrow was expressed in the north, on the 
arrival of the intelligence that his royal highness the Duke of Cum- 
berland had died on the above day, in the 43th year of his age, 
after a few hours' illness, at his house in Upper Grosvenor Street, 
London, The mourning in Newcastle was very general, as his 
royal highness had, by his condescension and affability, endeared 
himself to the inhabitants of that town during his visits before and 
after the suppression of the rebellion, 17*6, 

Octottr. — The corporation of Newcastle granted a lease of a 
piece of ground in the Warden's Close, without the Westgatc. for 
99 years, at the yearly rent of half-a-crown. whereon to build a 
lunatic asylum. This month, when its foundation was being dug, 
the workmen found an old brass seal, inscribed, " I'w el Devs 
notter." Mr. Newton, the architect of this building, gave the sea! 
to Mr, Wardell, then vicar of Corbridge. It was supposed to have 
been the first seal of the Black Friars, or some other religious house 



4.D. 1765u3 RKMAKKABLE BVJUITt. S&5 



a Newcutle. The Warden t CkMe was a part of the ground be- 
longing to the Black Friara. 

1765 /"iVbr. IJ^ — ^There waa a great atorm at sea, which oon- 
tmoed for aeveral dajf ; two coblea» with six men in them, were 
rank at sea off Alnmouth, and two men perished in another boat 
in company, but the third man brought the two deceased ashore. 
Four fisoing boats belaoging to Holy Uand, and two belonging to 
Bomner, with four men in each, were overset and all periabed. 
Two wherries in the river Tyne were sunk, but by assistance no 
f Ihrei were lost. Upwards of sixteen keels were driven out of the 
lifer at Sunderland, and sunk at sea, bj which upwards of thirty 
keelmen were lost, most of whose bodies were afterwards found 
vnhed on to the sands. There were twenty-two widows, and fifty 
three children left by the sufferers. A very liberal subscription 
wai raised for their relief. 

November IS. — Died, at Newbrough, near Hexham, Jane Ho- 
aarth, aged 106 years, who retained her senses and the use of her 
£mbs until the last. 

November 27 4 — A violent shock, like that of an earthquake, hap- 
pened at Long Benton, a village about four miles from Newcastle 
which disjointed all the houses built of stone upon a freestone 
rocL The inhabitants fled from their houses into the fields, ex- 
pecting their fall every minute. The street opened and closed 
acain n'om end to end ; a gentleman's garden and some fields sunk 
above two feet, and many parts of Killingworth Moor shared the 
same fate, but no lives were lost. This was occasioned by the col- 
liery at Long Benton having been wrought completely out. It was 
a custom at that time in working collieries, to leave as much coal 
as they dug away, but being a coal of great character in London, 
they had worked the coal pillars away, and fixed slight wooden ones 
in their stead, which not being sufficient to support a rock of two 
miles square, and seventy-five fathoms thick, being the depth of the 
coal pit, the whole sunk down together. 

J}ecember 2. — This day, was committed to the gaol in Newcastle 
Mr. Thomas Jameson, an engraver of that place, who had a few 
days before been apprehended at Edinburgh, whither he had fled, 
charged with counterfeiting about a dozen five pound notes of the 
Newcastle Bank. Jameson, in conjunction with Mr. Whitehead, 
published an << Explanation of the arms of the Ineorporaied Com* 
pontes of Newcastle " Jameson engraved a view of Cawsey Bridge 
(Tanfield Arch), and various other views, &C., also a portrait of Dr. 
Isaac Watts, prefixed to an edition of the Psalms of David, " Nxw- 
CASTLE, printed for W. Charnlkt at the Bridge End." At the 
assizes, Jameson was acquitted in consequence of the false swearing 
of the woman with whom he lodged. She kept a pie-sliop in the 
High Bridge. See August 2d, 1766. 

December 11. — Prince Joseph Abaissy, banished from Palestine, 
by the arbitrary power of the Grand Siguier, arrived in Newcastle, 
on his tour through Europe. He had aU suitable respect paid him, 
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•nd the right worshipful the mayor made him a very handsome 
present on the corporation's account. 

1765 (Dee.) This month, a woodcock was shot at Hartley, 

near Seaton Delaval, in the stomach of which was found a diamond 
of grtat value. 

This year, the old thatched church at Wooler having become 
ruinous and mifit for service, was taken down, and the present 
church builL 

Tliis year an act of parliament was obtained for inclosing the 
common of Bolbeck, in Northumberland, which contained about 
12,000 acres of land. ' 

1766 (Feb. 20y — Died, in the Castle Garth, Newcastle, Henry 
Jackson, aged 100 years. 

Febrivtrg. — Died at Ho ugh ton-le -spring, a woman named Hewit- 
Bon, at the great age of 116 years. She enjoyed good health, 
and retained her senses perfect to the last. 

February. — As two poor labourers were digging in the manor 
of Rutchcster (the Vintlobala of the Romans), the^ found an um 
full of gold and silver coins, many of which they disposed of, but 
Mr. Archdeacon, lord of the manor, advertising the same, re- 
covered, as treasure trove, near live hundred silver, and sixteen 
gold ones, almost a complete series of those of the higher 
eoipire ; among these several Ot/ws, moat of them in fine pre- 
servation. Many Uoman vestiges have been found in this station. 
Some centurial stones, and a broken statue of Hercules whidi 
had been Ibund here, were removed to London lit 17G1, by Mr. 
Duane, the antiquary ; also silver fibulie, coins of the lower em- 
pire, and bricks inscribed L E G VI. V. have been found in this 
station, which appeiirs to be rich in Roman antiquities. In June, 
1366, some workmen employed in digging up stones near the 
place where the coins were found the preceding February, met 
with a cistern or trough, hewn out of the solid rock, which 
measured above twelve teet in length, four in breadth, and two in 
depth, with a hole at one end to drain it, and about three feet 
ftom the other end, a partition wall of stone and lime was run 
across it. There were found in it a tripod iron candlestick, a 
small instrument like a tooth pick, and the vertebra; and other 
broken end imperfect bones of some large animal which had been 
buried in it. To what purpose this cistern was designed is very 
uncertain. 

.VnrrA 4. — About two o'clock in the morning, the watchman at 
ih* dock at Howdon, on the river Tyne, perceived a fire breaking 
out 111 the cabin windows of the Newcastle, Greenlandman, of New- 
castle, Ijring at Howdon quay, when he rung the alarm bell, which 
brought immediately all the workmen and inhabitants into the yard. 
Tne fir* by that time had burnt through the deck, and got hold of 
im iiMin..nissl and rigging, so that they had only time to save 
Jgcabtes, Mid wme other things in the forecastle; she liaviag 
Hk* out of the dock the week before, had fortunately got none of 
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her Greenland storet on board. Hie flames being so violent, they 
immediately communicated to a brig belongins to Scarborough, 
which lay on the inside ; but by the activity of the workmen, they 
cut away her masts and saved her rigging and cables. It being 
near low water, and the shore lying a long way out, there was no 
poasibility €it savinff either of their hulls, which were burnt entirely 
to the keel ; and the wind being strong at south, with great diffi- 
culty the village was saved. As there was no person lay on board 
either ship, it was supposed to have happened from a fire made in 
the Newcastle, the day before. 

1766 (Marek 18^.— An explosion took place in Walker colliery, 
by which ten lives were lost. 

March 21. — Died, that disduffuished scholar and critic, Richard 
Dawes, A. M., and author of the JUiseeUamsa CritieOf which 
is alone sufficient to immortalize his name. Mr. Dawes was 
ippointed head-master of the Grammar School, of Newcastle, in 
1738, which he resigned in 1750, and retired to Heworth, where 
he ipent his latter days in complete seclusion from society. His 
duef amusement is said to have been rowing in a boat on the Tyne. 
** Let it be known in the annals of literature (says his biographer*) 
thit the assailant of the great Bentley was exquisitely accom* 
pbhedin the science of heU-ringing ; and thatafler he relinquished 
nis employments, he retired to the small villi^ of Heworth, about 
three miles from Newcastle, where, as he had begun his life with 
the science of bill-ringing at Cambridge, he ended it with rowing 
on the Tyne, which became latterly his chief amusement." He 
vtt interred in Heworth chapel yard, where a head-stone is placed 
over his remains by a mason at Heworth Shore> as a voluntary 
tnbote of respect. Before the re-building of Heworth chapel, the 
Rev. John Hodgson had the grave carefully marked with a stake, 
umI the stone removed out of the way of injury, and, as soon as the 
JHiilding was completed, the ** frail memorial' was moved back to 
id proper place, a laree rolled block of bazalt laid lengthways on 
the grave, and the following inscription on a plate of bronze sunk 
into it: 

THE BVRIAL PLACE OF RICHARD DAWES, M. A. 
ATTHOR OF THE CELEBRATED WORK INTITVLED 

MISCELLANEA CRITICA. 
LET NO MAN MOVE HIS BONES. 

The mason's stone of rude workmanship was all that pointed out 
irhere lay the mortal remains of this eminent Greek scholar, until 
through the instrumentality of the rev. gentleman above named, a 
neat mural monument with a suitable inscription, executed by the 
late Mr. Isaac Jobling, of Gateshead, was j^aced in the new chapel 
of Heworth, in memory of this classical and eccentric man. The 
Rev. John Hodgson, the historian, has, firom very scanty materials, 
(jbawD up a very interesting memoir of DaweS} published in the 
ArehiBotogia JBlianOy vol. it, part 2. 

• Dr. Kippls. 
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IMC fJfril 16 >..—&■ ex|iliMioD took place in South Biddick 
ottm-, b; wbidi wrenl lives were losU 

Jl^ fi^Died. «t Fdkw-Cdd lad minea, near Hexham, Doro- 
ih Fwmt, widow, aged 105 ^an, who «t that great age was able 
Mt'diMaver ■ pin Bpos the floM-. 

^^M in, unee houaei were tMinij ooDsumed at Tinker Row, 
vov Tkrf^ bj the cardesneM of a peraon plating a candle too 
Marabed. 

it aaBoe workmen were puQuig down an old kitchen al 
1, thejr found several old silver ctuns, and in a vault ad- 
— ■— vessel lined with lead, of an uncommoa shape 
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11,-^ peat entertainment was given at Denton Hall, the 

i JfftMiaiilili Edward Montagu, M. P^ for Huntingdon, 

411 wnvit af '■■■■■■K (ob^nins) coal at West Denton. The 
«adl «M mm 1 1ll equal m quality to that of Long Benton, which 
iiM that woked out. All thi; workmen, n-ith their wives, walked 
jk MWimi'm to the great court before the hall, with ooloure flying 
■Mas baad of inusic ; from whence, after a general salute of three 
IpKMtithey proceeded to & field cast of the house, where several 
%mf titles were placed euBicieiit to contain all the company, con- 
•uling of 377 men and women, ttie tenants and workmen upon the 
e«tiite. These tables were each furnished with a large piece of 
beefl mutton, or veal, to which were added, twice as tnany fruit 
puddings, the sixc of which may be guessed at by the quuiUly of 
Hour uietl for lliem and the pies, which wai no les^i than two sftckt ; 
iho rest of the dinner consisted of two sheep, IMIb. each, and se- 
veral hundred weight of beef, one of the sheep was roasted whole, 
and the oUicr, with the beef boiled in a large brewing veuel. 
Abundance of ale, strong beer, and punch, was consumed. Dinner 
being ended, the company again returned to tlie great court, and 
being drawn up in a circle, with Mr. Montagu and hU lady in the 
centre, they toasted the royal family, the donors, the coal trade, 
&C-, accompanied witli loud huzzas, after which they concluded the 
evening witli country dances and other diversions, to the satis&c- 
tton ol'all present. 

Jtify H. — Died at Benwell, near Newcastle, John Hogg, fisher- 
•aaa, aged 1C2 years. 

Anftut 2. — A temporary pillory was erected on the Sandhill. 
>Jc<M«tlc. and Jean Grey, for the crime of perjury, was eratud, 
■mI Mood therein one hoar at mid -day, as an example of public 
akwats before upwards of 6,000 sjiectators, who behaved with great 
JhtWCT and humanity towards her. During this exhibition, the 
fjiiiwi^ > Hi were very dexterous, as a person m the crowd loat hia 
wftfcit hauJt, and several lost their pocket handkerchiefs. « 

AyM* la— Died at Acklington, near Warkworth, Maiy Hond 
Hkiivyt ajed 102 years. Her faculties were very strong. 

/iff^t U.— A most melancholy accident happened at Lambtoa 
W Chester-Ie-street. The workmen, to the number of 
I, had but just left olT work, and three masons with as 
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nany kbouren, had been let down, in order to build a partition, to 
•ecure the coals from taking fire by the lamp, when the nid lamp 
being let down at the request of the masons, to rarefy the ahr, the 
latter in an instant took fire, with a terrible explosion, made its way 
up the pit, destroying men, horses, and all m its passage. The 
noise or the explosion was heard above three miles rouno, and the 
flash was as risible as a flash of lightning ; the men below were driven 
by the force up through the shut or great tube, like balls out of the 
nooth of a cannon, and every thing that resisted shared the same 
late* The neighbourhood being alarmed, ^collected itself in order 
to give assbtance, but found only heads, arms, and legs, thrown 
out to a great distance from the mouth of the pit* The ground, 
for acres, was covered with timber, coals, &c. All the partitions, 
trap-doom, corves, wood props, and linings, were swept away, to- 
gether with the engine for drawing up the coals, and all its apparatus. 

1766 f August 2^ J Died, at Hexham, Elizabeth Robison, aged 

upwards of 100 years, 

StpUmher 9. — His serene highness Leopold Frederick Francis, 
passed through Newcastle, for Scotland. On the 18th, he returned 
to Newcastle, and on the day following, went on a visit to Sir 
Thomas Clavering, bart., at Axwell Park. 

StpUmker 18. — Workmen began laying the foundation for a 
cohered cross and shambles in the market-place, in Hexham. They 
were erected at the charge of Sir Walter Blackett, bart. 

September 23. — Died, by an act of suicide (the effect of a fever), 
at bis lodgings in Pall Bff all, London, John Brown, D. D., and vicar 
of Newcastle. He was on his way to Petersburgh, whither he had 
been invited by the empress of Russia, to assist in the regulation 
of several schools which she was about to establish. The empress 
had remitted the sum of 5,000 rubles to defray the expenses of 
this journey ; her majesty's minister at the court of London had 
asked leave of his Britannic majesty for Dr. Brown's departure, 
and the Russian ministers at the several courts through which he 
had to pass were directed by the empress to receive and entertain 
him on his journey, and he was just on the eve of embarking 
when this dreadful act took place. Dr. Brown was a man of un- 
common ingenuity; and, besides being an elegant prose writer, 
he was a poet, a musician, and a painter. He was bom at Whitton, 
near Rothbury, in Northumberland, and his parents, soon after 
his birth, removing into Cumberland, he was carried thither in 
his cradle. He was inducted to the vicarage of Newcastle, by the 
Rev. Mr. Dockwray, January the 7th, 1761. He bequeathed the 
property of his wntings and his library, consisting of a valuable 
collection of books, to the Rev. William Hall, M. A., of Newcastle. 
I am informed that a fine portrait of Dr. Brown, which he be- 

aueathed to one of the Scots judges, is now in possession of a gen- 
teman in Northumberland. 
September, — Died, at Ogle, in the parish of Whalton, Northum- 
berland, Matthew Richardson, at the great a^e of 111 years. 
Same month, as some labourers were digging near Berwick, 
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the^ dilicuvtred a ijuHBtity of silver coinH, which appeared to be 
Koniaiit ttiid itruck m the reign of Agiutus CiEi>ar. 

1766 f Oct, SJ The right hon. tlie carl of North utaberUnd kineil 

his majesly's liand on being created a duke. On the &lli. tlieduke , _^ 
and duchess took leave olhis majesly.and in the afternoon selinil ^ 
for Dover, froni whence the duchess embarked for Calais on a tout. '^ 
His grace followed in a few weeks. 

Oclobtr 2b. — In honour of the king's accession to the llirooe. 
tlie bells in Durham cathedral were rung for tlie first time allef 
being re-hung on one level, the tenor bell being 35 cwL The third 
bell had been re-cast by Mr. George Dalton, the eight bells were 
framed and re-hung by Mr. Francis Ellis. The exactness of the 
new bell both in tune and tone to the peal, the construction of the 
frame, and easy ringing of the whole, were allowed by all compe- 
tent judges to have been completed in a masterly niannef; tlie 
length of each side of the new frame being 16 inches shorter tbso 
the old one, in which the bells hun^r in two heights. 
' November 2. — Died, at Great WhitUnglon, in N'orthuniberland, 
John Robinson, m the 103d year of his age, who, until willila 
a few years of his death, could read without the help of spectadek 

(November 8 — A horse which had been left at the door of an 
inn, in the Uigg Market, Newcastle, took fright, and ran furioQsi)' 
down the street and past the east end of Denton Chare, then 1^ 
the head of tlie Side, and King Street, to the Long Siaira, whidi 
it leaped down witli amo^elng expertness, and turned along the 
Close in full speed to the lime kilus at the foot of the Forth Bank), 
wliere he was taken. In his flight through the streets aeveral 
people were knocked down and injured, particularly a nian who 
k bad his skull fractured, and was otherwise terribly bruised, and > 

I woman who had her collar bone broke. 

] Novemlier II.— Died, at Whaltoo, near Morpeth, Margaret 

Pickering, aged 100 years, who retained her faculties to the last. 

NoBember "iX. — A whale, measuring 17 yards in length, mi 
caught by the crew of a ship coming from Stockton to Newcastle, 
and towed into Seaton, in the county of Durham ; when it toudied 
the ground it made such a noise as was heard several miles off, 

Decemlrr 2, — Died, at Hexliam, Mrs. Mory Bell, aged 104 
years. She was the oldest person in that town. 

This year, died at Newcastle, Roger Dove and Elizabeth bii 

wife. Their ages togetlier amounted to 202 years. They died 

within 48 hours of each other, and were buried in the same grave. 

This year, dte<l at Sunderland, John lieallier, aged lOS years. 

1767 (Jan-l ) — Died, after a few hours' illness, Mrs, Catherine 
Jefferson, who kept the well-known cuf^-house, called Katy's 
Coffee-house, on the Sandhill, Newcastle, for upwards of 40 years. 

Jamtarsf 29 — Died, in Weslgate Street, Newcastle. John 
Richardson, aged 101 years, who had served Mr. Swinburne'* 
family, in tile capacity of gardener, upwards of 50 years. 

This month, died at Ulgham. near Morpeth, John Brotherick. 
aged 1«& years, who retained his fiicultics lo the last. 
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1767 (March \tij, — Died, atGatcBheaii, Edward Triuu, gardener, 
who went by t\\t: nauie of '* The Hermit." He had lived twenty 
jreon in hia garden, and during that time never liiy in a bed. Tlie 
reason of this retired lil'e was said to liave been occasioned by a 
disappointment io love. 

Siarch 27.-~A terrible accident happened at a collierVi near 
FatJield, in the county of Durham. I'he colhery was 80 i'atlioms 
deep, and on the morning of the above day, when all the hands 
were at work, it went off with a tremendous explosion, by which 
39 persons lost their lives. The bodies were found inaniost mangled 
co[idition. In the Newcastle Journal of this time ore the following 
remarks on coal mine explosions: — " As so many deplorable acci- 
dents have latt.'ly happened in collieries, it certainly claims tlx: 
attention of cool-owners to make a provision lor the distressed 
widows and fatherless children occasioned by ttiese mines, as the 
catastrophe from foul air becomes more common than ever; yet, 
as we have been requested to take no particular notice of these 
things, which, in fact, could have very little good tendency, we 
drop the farther mentioning of it ; but before we dismiss the sub- 
JL'ct, as a laudable example for their imitation, we recommend the 
provision made in the Trinity -bouse, for distressed seamen, sea- 
men's widows, &C., which, in every respect, is praise-worthy and 
confers honour on that brotherhood." It was Irom such injunctions 
laid upon the newspaper editors, that these occurrences, for a great 
number of years, were kept as much as possible from the public. 

March. — This month, three notorious felons made their escape 
from the gaol in Newcastle. Their names were George Gaul, 
I'hornas Wilkinson, and John Ellerton. Gaul was under sen- 
tence of death for horse-steaJing, but reprieved ; Wilkinson was 
charged with forgery ; and Ellerton was charged with horse-steal- 
ing. They were apprehended in bed at a small ale-house about 
ten miles north of Jedburgh. 

March 30, — The vane was affiled to the spire of St. Ann's 
chupel, Newcastle, and the next day the scaffold was commenced 
taking down. 

Ajiril 13. — A fine brig, callfd the Margaret and \Vinifrcd, Has 
lauiichud of}' Mr. Forsler's quay, in Hillgate, Gateshead, being the 
first ever built in that street. 

Ajiril 18. — Kicbord Clark, was executed at York, for breaking 
into a house near Knaresborough, in that county. As tliis man 
was one of the Faio Gang, which so long infested the county of 
Northuml>erland, it may not be uninteresting to relate the parti- 
culars of his life, which he left behind in his own hand writing : — 
He stated that he was born at Spital, near Berwick upon Tweed, 
in 1739 : that in 1750, his father and mother, along with William 
Fall, John Fall, and his wife, and some others, were committed to 
Morpeth gaol for breaking into a shop in that town, and at the 
quarter Hessions they were ordered to be transported for seven 
years. About a year afler, he met with a cousin at Uichmond 
fair, who had returned from transportation before the expiratioB ol" 
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tike time, and soon after met with his father and mother who had 
bUo returned from transportatioD, and travelled about the country, 
and at different places put him to school. They arterirards went 
to Ireland, where they, with four or five more of their gang, were 
imprisoned for theft, but discharged for want of evidence. From 
tJience they returned to England, where they continued their oidprsc- 
tices of house-breaking, horse -stealing, and pocket picking. Abont 
eight years before his execution, he was convicted at the assize* 
■t Newcastle, for a highway robbery, and transported, but returned 
again in less than a year, and joined his father and mother witli th* 
rest of the gang. In 1762, he was convicted of horse-stealing at 
Shrewsbury, where he received sentence of death, but was repriev- 
ed the day before tliat fixed for his execution, and afterwarda 
transported to Maryland, from wlience he also soon returned, and. 
coming to Warrington, in Lancashire, he was informed of hb wifli- 
having be«n hanged at Coventry. He then went in quest of hisi 
mother, and met wiih her at Newcastle. A short time afler he « 
committed to Carlisle gaol for house-breaking, of which hewascc 
victed, and in 1765 transported I o Virginia, but soon returned from i 
thence, met with his mother once more at Newcastle, and broki 
into several houses in the summer of 1766, but got little money a 
other eilects, except from a house near Durham, from whence tV 
took about £13., and the 24 guineas which he got in Mark H&ttep* 
■ley's house, the robbery for which he suffered. Several tim~ 
when short of money he enlisted for a solder, but always soon d 
eerted. See April 13, 1752, page 201. 

1767 (April). — This month, a very curious engine for extra 
ing water out of ships, &c., was tried at Belford, in Nor ' 
land. It was invented by Mr. Cuthbert Clarke of that place. Tiat 
machine, with two men only, raised in one hour upwards of 30,009 
gallons of water twenty feet high. 

Mat/. — Workmen commenced pulling down Dilston Hall, 
Hexham, pursuant to orders from the governors of GreenwiclM 
Hospital, it being in a very ruinous condition. 

May. — As some workmen were clearing away the earth i 
rubbish from a lime-Btone quarry, near Corbridge, at the depth of 
■bout IB inches from the surface, they found four perfect humao 
skeletons. The bones were very fair, and exactly in the form they 
had been in the body when living. They seemed to have been 
young full-grown persons, as the teeth were white and complete in 
the jaws. The oldest people in the neighbourhood did not remem- 
ber having heard any tradition, or account of any person having 
been buried near this place. 

This month, died, at Newsteads, near Coquet Head, Jane Wilsi 
aged 101 years, who retained all her faculties. 

June 9. — Was constitued (under the sanction of the right h 
ourable Lord Blayney, grand-master in England), the lodge tX 
free and accepted masons, held at brother Fife's, publican, in the 
Castle Garth, Newcastle, the said lodge having assumed a new nameit 
vii ^— that of Si. Nicholas — ai which time and place, brutlier Antelli 
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the master, with hk cfioefi* were dxdj mmXIe^, acoordnig to the 
onil cerefBODiet oo sndi oocMioMy by brother Potter, matter of 
ftn lodge. North Sbiddo, who, after hariDfr inretted each oficer 
with the proper jeweb of th^ crder, took dieur places aooord- 

n67 ^ydEr 1 U._Mr. John Scott (dow csrl of Eldon, aiid late lord 
h^ chancellor of England^ yoongest son of WiUiani Soott, esq^ 
of Newcasde, and who haa been edocated at the Free Gnanmar 
idiool hi that town, under the Rer. Hogh Moises, M.A«, was 
dected Mkm of Unhrerst^ Cdlese, Oxfbtd. A remarikable m- 
fUDoe of genhis, as he had not then attained to the age of 16. 
SmJpHi 16, 1801, amd Apni 20, 1816. 

•/■If 17^ — ^The important cause rdating to the liberties of the 
ancient cornoration of Morpeth, was tr^ at Westminster-haD, 
before Lord Mansfield and a special jury, when a Terdict with 
costs was given in fiivour of the burgesses. The news of this happy 
event was received by the people of that borough with great refoic- 
ii^s. The anniversary of this day was celebrated at Morpeth for 
several years. 

JmUf 20. — A violent storm of thunder, lightning, rain, and hafl, 
took place in Newcastle and the neighbourhood. A large ball of 
fire fell into the river Tjoie, near Howdon, within a yard of a ship 
lying at anchor. A butcher's boy, driving a lamb, and his dog were 
struck by the electric fluid on Killingworth-moor, the lamb and 
dog were killed on the spot, and the boy died after being carried 
home to Shields. A four year old race horse belonging to Mr. 
Brandling, was killed by the lightning in a pasture, near Gosforth. 

J^ 29.r— The Rev. Nathaniel Whitaker, D. D. and the Rev. 
Sampson Occum, an Indian of the tribe of Moueghan, in the colony 
of Connecticut, in North America, arrived in Newcastle from Scot- 
land, where, as well as in the southern part of England, they had 
been very successful in soliciting assistance for the Indian academy^ 
founded and carried on by the Rev. Eleazer Wheelock, of New 
England, for educating youths in the English tongue. Sunday, 
August the 2nd, Mr. Whitaker preached in one of the dissentinff 
meeting-houses, and on the followmg Sunday, Mr. Occum preached 
in the morning at Mr. Aitkin's meeting-house (Castle Garth), at 
Mr. Lowthion s chapel ^Hanover Square), in the aflemoon, and at 
Mr. Ogilvie's (Groat Market) in the evening) where very liberal 
collectiona were made for the above purpose. During their stay 
in Newcastle, the mayor and corporation, to testify their approba- 
tion of the plan for civilizinff the native Indians of North AmericSf 
paid into the hands of Dr. Whitaker, the sum of twenty guineas ; 
many private gentlemen also contributed liberally. These reverend 
strangers preached at Alnwick, Morpeth, Shields, Sunderland, 
Durliam, Stockton, &c., at all of which places they were very 
libendl3r supported in their praiseworthy undertaking. The col- 
lection in hfewcastle, public and private, amounted to near £200. 
The Rev. Dr. Brown, vicar of Newcastle, at the close of his sermon, 
preached at St. Paul's cathedrali Londooi on Sunday» March fith. 
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1763, on Religious Liberty, made teveral observations which •etfmed 
relative to this undertaking, among which were, — " When the 
ChriBtian niisBJonarieB shall go forth armed, ddI only wJtii xcal, 
but knowledge, and strong in ttie generous and humane pulic)' of 
this kingdom (botli drawn from the pure fountain of tlie gospel), 
the progress oi dviliiiation, conversion, and true knowledge, alli:r 
a luundation once laid, cannot but go on with rapidity and ease." 

1767 C Oct. Id) At noon. Sir Walter Iilackett,bart, went from 

tlie ubbey at Uexham to the river, accompanied by all the gentle- 
men and freeholders in the neighbourhood, a pair of colour* being 
carried before ihem, drums beating, music playing, attended by ih* 
company of butchers with marrow-bones and cleavers: tlicn fol- 
lowed the company of free-masons ; and last came Sir Walter and 
nil the gentlemen, and in this manner proceeded to the river, where 
he laid the first stone of the bridge, (which measured six feet 
by 17 inches, upon which was this inscription, " Laid October 13, 
1767"), in the presenceof some thousands of spectators, to whom 
three hogsheads of ale were given upon Tyne-green ; after which 
there was a grand entertainment given at the abbey to the gentle- 
men and IreehoMerB, who amounted to one hundred and sev«Dtv ; 

n the evening several ht^sheadi of lifjuor were drunk by the 
ace, and the streets rung with " Success to the bridge of 
tiexham," and " Long live Sir Walter Dlackett." Sepi- 1770, 
Sir Edward Ulackctt, bart., laid the last stone, and gave a genteel 
entertainment. It was built under the direction of Mr. Golt, sod 
consisted of seven arches. 

October 22. — A dreadful fire broke out in a farmer's house at 
Witton-lc-Wear, in the county of Durham, and the wind being 
Tiolent, the whole house was in a blay.e. and before assistance could 
be had, was burnt to the ground, with the bani and stable adjoin- 
ing. The farmer's stock was nearly all destoyed. 

December Sill.— Died at Morpeth, Mrs. Isabella Lumeden, aged 
too years. 

This year, died at Hexham, David Chambers, weaver, formerly 
a soldier, aged lUO years. 

Died, at Newbiggiii, Thomas Johnson, aged 105 years. 

This year, was discovered at Hutchester, a cofhn cut in the rock 
twelve feet in length, containing many bones, teeth, and vertebnt 

1768 (Jan. 7 ). — A wherry, in which were five men coming up 
tlie river Tyne to Newcastle, was carried away by the ice against 
the bridge, and stuck there till three of the men were hauled up by 
ropes, after which the tide forced the wherry through the bridge, 
with tlie other two men, where they were obliged to remain till the 
return of the tide brought them back again to the bridge, when 
they were relievtil from their almost-frozen-to-death situation, in 
the same manner as their companions had been before, llie 

Tier for some time had been very severe with heavy fUte of 
, so dial the carriers from the nortli and the west could not 
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- 1768 (Jmu 2U^— A fine boU was baited cm the SwidhilU New- 
caitle, wfaidi, with tome othert, was bousht by a subtcriplioQ of 
Kveril gentlemeiiy and oidere^ to be killra and distributea to the 
poor, ^bnuary 25th, another bull was baited on the Sandhill, when a 

eng man, a sailor, Tentming too near, the bull causfat him with 
horns, and gored him in audi a manner, that he died next morn- 
ing. Sereral other people were very seriously maimed. A few 
diijs after, the bull-nng was femored by order 4>f the magistratasy 
in oonsequenoe of the repeated accidents which had happened bj 
this cruel and barbarous practice. 

Ftbruanf4 — ^Died, at jLumley, in the coun^ of Durham, Mr. 
Ihomas Holme, aged 107. He was well acquainted with the his- 
tory of his own times, and retained his senses to the last. 

Mwreh 21^ — ^There was a contest at Morpeth for the represen- 
tation of that borough in parliament. The candidates wercy — 
Peter Beckford, escu* Sir Matthew White Ridley, hart., and 
Prands Eyre, esq. The votes were, for Mr. Beddbrd 51 ; for Sir 
M. W. Ridley 29 ; and for Mr. Ejrre, old voters 24, new or man- 
damus voters 12, being in all 36. At the close of the poll, the re- 
turning officers announced, quite unexpectedly, the two former 
duly elected, as they rejected the new, or mandamus voters. Mr. 
Eyre declared his intention of appealing to parliament. On an 
appeal to the House of Commons in February 1769, Sir M. W. 
Ridley carried his election by a majority of 122 to 26. On the 
arrival of the news in Newcastle, there were great rejoicings. 

Jfiiy« — There was a dangerous insurrection of the sailors in the 
-port cSf Tyne, which was made under pretence of raismg and regu- 
lating their wages. 

June* — ^Died, at Swalwell, near Newcastle, John Cotterill, pub- 
lican, aged 102 years. He had been many years employed at 
Crowley's factory. 

•/tme 14. — The coals from the new won colliery at Tanfield- 
moor, belonging to the right hon. the earl of Kerry, was conveyed 
down to the Staith at Derwent-haugh, and were considered by 
judges equal in quality to any coals brought to the river Tyne. 

June 18. — There was at this time, at Mr. Hillcoat's, ironmon- 
ger, in Newcastle, for the inspection of the curious, the old bell 
belon^ng to St. Ann's chapel in that town, with the following in- 
scription upon it: — <'Mr. Ambross Barns, Mr. Georox Thegrsby, 
Sheriffs, 1658," from which it would appear, that at that time 
(during the usurpation), the government of the corporation of 
Newcastle, was in two sherifis without a mayor. 

August 5. — The well known Alice Marley, who kept a public 
house at Picktree, near Chester-le-street, being in a fever, got out of 
her house, and went into a field where there was an old coal pit fiill 
of water, which she fell into and was drowned. 

August 12. — John Slaid was executed at Durham, pursuant to 
his sentence, for robbing Mr. Easterby, of Farrington Hall, near 

* Nephew of William Beckford, the patriotic lord mayor of London. 
VOL. I. Mm 
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^d with bnui, thus mucli of the inscriplion remained: 

li^ttiSie jaeent Domimit Adamanis de Athotl, Milt* & D'na 

tbn, uxor ejtu, quce obiit Quarto decimo Die Sfensit 

Amo DoMiini Militttimo Tricentesinto Attimabui propitif 

Mr* The following wood-cut represents this church, irhicb is of 
my high antiquity. There is no accounl of iU foundation, bat 
■nention is made of it so early as the year 1S18. 




1768 f Oct 31 J-— Died, in the poor house at Sunderland, Mar. 
^Wet Callendcr, aged 107 years. 

December 31. — Died, at Itlack Callerton, near Newcastle, Cicely 
f'cnwick, aged 113 years. She retained all her faculties to the last. 

The front and steeple of St. Nicholas' church, in the city of 
Durham, were chiselled over this year, and a large new window 
%B8 put in at the east end. The corporate body go to this church 
every Sunday, where they have seats. It is a very ancient plain 
structure. In 1803 the exterior underwent a thorough repair. 

This year, died, Tlwmas Holies Pelhara, who waa created mar- 
quis and duke of Newcastle upon Tyne, in the year 1715. These 
t4tlei became extinct at his death. 

About this year tlie Town-hall in the centre of the market-place 
at South Shields, was erected by the dean and chapter of Durham. 

1769 (Jan. 26^. — Died, at his house in Pilgrim- street, Newcas- 
tlfi) in the Slst year of his a^e, Mr. John White, printer. Mr. 
White was the oldest printer m England ; he came to Newcastle 
in 1708, and was the first publisher of a newspaper north of the 
Trent, which he regularly continued under the title of the New- 
castle Courant, from its commencement August Ist, 1711 (which 
see), to the time of his death : being a citizen of York, he waa 
elected one of the sheriff's for that city in 1731, and executed tlie 
office with as great punctualitv as the distance would admit. In 
1688, his father, printed at York, the prince of Oranges manifesto, 
it having been refused by all the printers in England, and for which 
he was sent a prisoner to Hull costJe, where he was confined till 
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tlie place surreDdered. He was al^erwards rewarded, by Kin; 
William appointing liim his majesty's sole prlntei" for tlie city oT 
York and the five northern counties, es appeared by his majesty's 
grant (in the possession of Mr. Saint, his partner and succesaor), 
dated at Hampton Court, May 26th, 1689. Mr. Saint continued 
the publication of the Newcastle Courant until his death, July 31st> 
1788. 

1769 (March). — Died, at Houghton-le -spring, Margaret Fonter, 
aged 1 19 years. She retained her faculties to the last, and senf 
made use of spectacles. 

March 16. — Died, aged 66 years, Arthur Young, the not«^ 
whisliing buckle mender, at the Head of the Side, Newcastle. 

April &. — St. John's chapel at Sunderland was opened, when (be 
Rev, Mr. Coxon, vicar of that place, preached a sermon from 
Eccles. chap. v. and part of the 1st verse, " Keq> thif foot wh^ 
thoa goMt to tlie houic of God." Mr. Ehdon played on tlie org»^ 
snd the other gentlemen of the choir of Durham performed catli^' 
dral service, with occasional anthems. The chapel was elcganC-'V 
finished after the design of John Thomhill, esq., who present^^ 
(with the approbation of the bishop of Durham) the Ilev. Mr. H^' 
with the benefice, and on the foUowmg Sunday, April Sth, he preac? *'' 
ed a very suitable sermon from the2d Bookof Chron. chap, vi.ver"** 
40. There were above 1,400 persons present. The chapel was co ^'' 
secratcd by the lord bishop of Durham, on the &th of October, tC"^^ 
aanieyear, by the name of St. John, which had been previously give^^ 
to it. Late on Christmas eve, December 24th, 1770, a paper parc^^I" 
Beatly packed, was delivered at the house of the Rev. Mr. Ha^^' 
It contained a silver chalice and paten of an elegant constructior"'''^' 
with the following inscription beautifully engraven on each, " Fi^^ 
the use of St. John's chapel, Sunderland," to which they were a^^' 
cordingly applied at the communion the next day. They were thi 
gift of Mr. ITiomas Thompson. The remainder of the communioi 
plate was the gift of James Donnison, esq. See Dee. 21th, 1764. 

April 12, — In the morning, Richard Twiiell, pilot of Blvth 
two of his sons, and a man named Short, being off at sea, at thi 
great fishing lines, a sudden storm arose, which prevented tbett* 
naking the land, so that by hard labour, wet, and cold, they sooiv 
became exhausted. About 12 o'clock, Twizell's eldest sod died, a> 
4 o'clock John Short, and at 6 in the evening Twizell's youngest 
■on, who, a little before was casting out water, fell overboard, but 
his father catching his cloathes, got him again. The eld man, a 
hardy seaman, remained in the boat all night, when, nest day, hs 
was descried near Hauxley by some fishermen, who brought him 
ashore, and sent him home on horseback, whilst the coble, with the 
dead bodies, was taken about to Blyth. Twizell was extremely ill, 
the skin being off his hands, his arms much swelled, &c. The spray 
had wet them so much that Short's clothes were obliged to be cut 
off, and the skin and flesh came off his back. When the first two 
died, Twizell proposed casting them overboard, but the young lad, 
who was about 13 years of age, cried and desired bis father to keep 
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them. Twizcll was about 50 years of age, and his eldest con 2), 
botli of whom Imd sened on board a man of war. Short was an in- 
dustrious yauoa man, who supported his parents. 

1769 (■AprilJ.— A block of solid silver, weighing Slllbs., and 
another of pure gold, weighing ISIbs., were shipped at Newcastle, 
both of which were produced from materials found in that neigh- 
bourhood, and manufactured at a refinery near that town. 

Majf 10. — The soutli arch of Sunderland bridge fell down, and 
two men who were at work taking down tlie battlements narrowly 
escaped ; one of them fell down, but catching hold of a large stone 
on the part that was standing, he hung till assistance was given to 
him. The north arch also was in so bad a condition, tliat it was 
rebuilt a few months aAcr. 

June 9. — St. Nicholas' church, in Newcastle, was undergoing 
very extensive repairs. It was opened again for divine service on 
Sunday, September 24th, the same year. 

June 13. — The silver medal, gorget, and cup, were shot for at 
Darlington, by the gentlemen ot' the long bow. The medal was 
won hy Mr. Ormsby, the gorget by the Rev. Mr. Bramwell, and 
the cup by Mr. llobert Hall. 

JiJif 5. — Died, in the keelmen's hospital, Newcastle, William 
Wood, a keelman, aged 113 years. His brother died about nine 
years before, aged 110 years. 

Aoffust 1. — There were great rejoicings at Barnardcastle on ac- 
count of Lord Barnard's birth-day, the only son of the right hon. 
the earl of Darlington. The Serjeants of the militia distinguished 
themselves greatly on tlie occasion, and exhibited many curious 
hre works. 

August 23, — The silver medal and garget were shot for at Dar- 
lington by the gentlemen archers. The medal was won by the 
Rev. Mr. Nicholson, of Hurworth, tile gorget by Thomas Pierse, 
estj. of the same place. 

Aufftist 39. — Passed through Newcastle, for Capheaton, in 
Northumberland, Baron Dieden, the Danish ambassador, on a visit 
to Sir Edward Swinburne, hart. September 7th — His excellency 
returned to Newcastle, and went to Tynemouth moor colliery, when 
he descended and viewed the subterraneous workings, which gave 
him great satisfaction, alVer which he set out for London. 

September 27. — A fire broke out in a house at Eggleston, in the 
county of Durham, and before it could be extinguished, two houses 
adjoining were burnt to the ground. It was supposed to be the 
work of incendiaries. 

October 24. — An alarming fire broke out in the flax warehouse 
of Mr. Allison, at Stockton, which blazed with such fury that in a 
short time the whole was consumed. 

November. — Died, in Galiowgate, Newcastle, a butcher named 
Westgarth, aged 100 years. 

D^ember 12. — Died, in the Close, Newcastle, Mr. John Laws, 
wool-comber, aged upwards of 100 years. He was a soldier at the 
time of the Revolution in 1688. 
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1769 (December \9), — ^Died, at Staindn^ in the county of 
Durham, Elizabeth Carter, aged 103 yean. 

This year Cro88gat€^-^loor, near the city of Durham, waa difidei 
(200 acres). The dean and chapter resenred aixpencre per acre 

and the mines. 

1770 (January \). — A pie was brought from Howies to Be^ 
wick to be shipped for London, for Sir Henry Grey, bart^ the con- 
tents of which were as follows :— ^two budiels of Boar, tweitj 
pounds of butter, four geese, two turkeys, two rabbitay Ibur wit 
ducks, two wood-cocks, six snipes, and four partridges, two nesli' 
tongues, two curlieus, seven blackbirds, and six pigeooa. It wm 
supposed to be a very great curiosity, was made bj Mrs. DoroCbj 
Patterson, housekeeper at Howick. It was near nine feet in dr* 
cumference at the bottom, weighed about twelve stones, and would 
require two men to present it at the table ; it was neatly fitted 
with a case and four small wheels to facilitate its use to every ffoest 

JanMory 4. — The following curious advertisement appeimd in a 
Newcastle newspaper of this date : — '< This is to acauaint the 
Public that on Monday the Ist inst. being the Lodge (or Month- 
ly Meeting) Night of the Free and Accepted Masons of the 92d 
Regiment, held at the Crown, near Newgate, Mrs. Bell the Land- 
lady of the House broke open a Door (with a Poker) that had not 
been opened for some years past, by which Means she got into an 
adjacent Room, made two Holes through the Wall, and by that 
Stratagem discovered the Secrets of Masonry ; and she knowing 
herself to be the first Woman in the World that ever found out 
that Secret, is willing to make it known to all her Sex. So any 
Lady that is desirous of learning the Secrets of Free IVIasonry, by 
applying to that well-Icamed Woman (^Mrs. Bell that lived fifteen 
years in and about Newgate) may be instructed in all the Secrets 
of Masonry." 

1770 (Jan,), — Died at Berwick, Mr. Palmer, a gunner, aged lOS 
years, who retained his senses to the last. He was so fond of 
angling that he attended the tide regularly throughout the year, 
and never experienced sickness. 

January 81. — The first fair for homed cattle, sheep, and horses, 
was held at Stockton, when a very great number of each kind 
were exposed to sale. The fair was ordered to be held annually 
on the above day and the 9th of May. 

FdiTuary 12. — Died at Norton, near Stockton, Christopher 
Middleton, captain in the royal navy. He was sent by the govern- 
ment to discover a passage throughout Hudson's Straits, to the 
South Sea, and was greatly esteemed for his skill in maritime 
affairs. Captain Middleton*s discoveries were, by designing men, 
made matters of great doubt in his life-time, but recent discoveries 
have proved them otherwise, when the satisfaction, which he ought 
to have had in his life-time, cannot now be conveyed to «* the dull 
cold ear of death." 

March 7.— -On account o^ Lady Strathmore*8 coming of age, a 
great entertainment was given at his lordship's seat, at Gikwide, 
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to a number or gcnUemen id the two counties. An ox was roasted 
whole, which, with other victualg and some hogsheads of strong 
kle, &c>i were given to the populace, many hundreds having assem- 
bled there to celebrate the day. The house was open Tor ten days 
to all persons who chose to repair thither to regale themselves. 
His lordship's agents rave a genteel entertainment in Newcastle, 
to the people employea in his service in that town and neighbour- 
hood. Kinging of bells and other demonstrations of joy were 
likewise shewn on tlie occasion. This is the lady, who, seven 
years allcr, unfortunately married the notorious Andrew Robinson 
Stoney. See SepL 17(A, 1760, and Jan. 16/A, 1810. 

1770 (March) Died, at Htighington, in the county of Dur- 
ham, Margaret Todd, aged 104 years. 

This month, in digging a cellar in Northumberland Street, New- 
castle, a liuman skeleton was found about three feet from the 
surlace of the eartlt. The bones were uncommonly large, tlie 
place had been a garden. 

Aprit^^K curious candle was made In Newcastle. It consisted 
of 44 branches, issuing in four circular divisions from the main 
aiem, and forming four circles at the top, where they all terminated 
horizontally with each other, and would cast 15 lights. It weighed 
22^ lbs. From the bottom to the top of the main stem it was 
about three feet. It was intended to be lighted up at the Cappado- 
cian entertainment in Newcastle, on the Wednesday in Laster 
week, being the day of Mr. Wilkes' enlargement. It was invented 
and executed by Mr. Kelly, of the Quay Side, at whose house the 
curious were allowed to see it until the above day. 

April 18. — The friends to liberty in Newcastle, assembled at 
various inns and public houses to celebrate Mr. Wilkes' enlarge- 
ment, where very elegant cutcrtainments were provided, and many 
loyal and constitutional toasts were drunk, all which were con- 
ducted with the greatest order, decency, and decorum. A sub- 
Mcription was, at the same time, opened at Nelly's coffee-house, 
for the support of Mr. Wilkes, as the defender of the liberty of 
the subject, which met with all desirable success. The magistrates, 
being apprehensive that some outrages would be committed in the 
town that night, gave strict orders to the constables to he diligent 
in tlieir respective wards, in order to quash any tumults and 
apprehend die offenders, and by orders from the same ([uarter, 
pad-locks were placed upon the bell lufls of the several churches 
to prevent the bells being rung. Id the evening, the tragedy of 
Calo was performed by desire, when a great number of Mr. Wilkes' 
friends attended. Happily the civil ofllcers did not find one irre- 
gular person. Among the many curious methods to celebrate this 
day, tne following by the journeymen of Mr. Taylor Ansell, tobac- 
co-pipe maker in Gateshead, may be considered worth relating : — 
They had a sheep, 4dlbs. weight, roosted whole at the workshop 
fire, which was laid down at 45 minutes past six o'clock in the morn- 
ing, when two eat down and turned il 45 minutes, and tlien were re- 
lieved by oilier two, who did the same &c. till 45 tninutes past eleven, 
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I taken from the fire, and cut up by Mr. Ansell (wh» 
d all the time), and eaten on the shop bench, every man hav- 
ing lirought his Itnife, fork, and trencher, wiili 45 large potatoes, 
U bUcuiti, and 46 quarts of ale, with great inirtli and decorum. 
Ma:iy loyal healths were drunL. Some hundreds of people were 
•pevtators of the preparations and the feast. Mr. Ansell sent ts n 
present to four dinerent clubs, viz. : — Tlie King's Head, C^tpado- 
cian, Mr. Cowling's and Mr. Byerley's, i5 pipes each, 4d inches 
long, tijqied and glazed, and marked on the shank, " J. W. 45." 

At DurhMo, on actounl of Mr. Wilkes' enlargement, the mc 
was ushered in with ringing of IkIIs, which continued the ' 
day. Id the erening an etligy was carried round the town on an ass, 
and aflcnrards burnt in a large fire in the market place, where *5 
gftllons of beet were given to the populace. On the breast of ihe 
effigy w*s primed in lar^e capital letters, "I havi betravci* 
MT cosinttJSSTs ;" on Us back, "Languahd Fort." One han'* 
held oat "aaiaBRV," and the otiier " libehty," Most of the 
boMM wen; illuminated, and a pole carried round tlic town with *^ 
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«.. „~..g.w.i, there were great rejoicings on the same occasio*'' 
tilt bcU* irere rung all the day, and 45 pieces of cannon were fir^^ 
oC ao^ *» ^^ evening there were bon-lires and it lunii nations. A- ** 
cCgy <rai carried round the town, and allerwardg committed to tl^^ 

Al Alnwick, Sunderland, Shields, Morpeth, Hexham, an'* 
other places, there were great rejoicings on tlie above o^' 

KW (Maj/ 10 J. — Died, Mr. Charles Avison, organist of St- 
^ * ' ^ ' church, in Newcastle. He had been upwards of thirty year« 
It in that town, and was much admired for bis skill in tliC 
I, and for his excellent compositions. Mr. Avison wa» 
of a work intituled " An Essay on Mwical Exprestian." 
M* tad been a pupil of the celebrated Geminjani, who held his 
in high esteem, and when on his road from Edinburgh in 
bar, 1760, paid Mr. Avison, whom he had not seen for many 
a visit. Ihis venerable composer, tlien aged B8, was so 
didighlcd with the performance of Mr. Avison's eldest eon 
old), upon the Iiarpsicord, that he took him to his arm) 
MS which affected them both, then turning to hii 
my friend, I love all your productions. You ar« 
This boy will be yours, take care of him. To iviae up 
* liim, is the only way to perpetuate music." 

e west end of St. Thomas' chisel, at the north end 
Newcastle, was pulled down, and at^r the angle 
iden the entrance to the town, it was rebuilt 
_. ly manner. It was opened on Sunday, Febru* 
having been curUiiled a second time to widen this 
i|H>t. It was newly chipped all over on this occa- 
at the west end was taken dawn and a new one 
up at the east end. In this state it remained 
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until the year 1830, when this old struciure was entirely removed, 
and a range of shops, &c. built upon its site. Ab a Bubstitute for 
this ancient building, an elegant new chapel is now being finished 
St the Bairas Bridge, of which more hereafter. 

1770 ("June 21 J. — So universal was the sorrow on account of the 
death nf William Beckford, esq., the patriotic lord-mayor of London, 
who died on the morning of this day, that several genuemea in New- 
castle went into mourn log on the occasion. 




Jane 23. — Died, at his house, New Burlington Street, London, of 
R fever, Mark Akenside, on eminent physician, and author of" T/te 
Pieaaures of Imagitiation," &c. He was the son of a butcher, and 
bom in the Butchers' Bank, Newcastle, on the 9th of November, 
O. S., 1721. On the 21st of November, N. S., 182!, being the 
centenary of Dr. Akenside's birth, a number of literary gentlemen 
and admirers of the poet, assembled at the house in which the 
poet first drew breath, and recited some effusions (in Akenaide'i 
manner) written for the occasion, in blank verse. Tliey then ad- 
journed to Mr*. Atkinson's, the George tavern, and sat down to 
an elegant entertainment. Afler dinner, and following " the King," 
the " immortal memory of Mark Akenside, M. D." was given and 
drunk with enthusiasm. Many appropriate toasts followed, and 
the day was spent with decorum and reverence suited to the occa- 
sion. The above cut shews the house wherein the poet was born, 
as it appeared 30 years ago. It has since that time been ronsider< 
ably altered, and doei not now contain a butcher's shop. 
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1770 (Juty IflJ— 'riicpMBnge over Tyne Bridge, at Newcastlcr 
va* fbwpcd on account of Bishop Trevor repairing an arch at 
ibe toutu end, which had furmerly been used as a ilraw-bridgb 
Beams of timber had been bid across covered with planks and 
pared. Tho timbers having failed, it was now repaired witli stunOr 
and again opened to the public on the 19lh of the same month. On 
this occasion tuints were established at the east end of Hillgate^ 
the west end of l*i|)cwe]lgate, for the convenience of passage. 

July VI. — The mlver gorget, medal, and cup, were shot for it 
Darlington by eight gentlemen archers, when the medal was wW 
by Mr. Briimwell, of Hurworth, the gorget, by Mr. Robert HtU, 
^ Darlington, and the cup, by Mr. Nicholson, of Hurworth. 

July 20, — A piece of ground which had been added to tha 
cemetery of Stocltton church, was consecrated by Bishop Trevor. 

JiUtf — The largest looking-glass that hod ever been seen in Ew- 
land, was jiluoed in the grand druwing-room at Alnwick CasW, 
The plate itself measured feet 5 inches, it was made in Franotk 
and cost upwards of £1,000. At the same time was also put up* 
■KMt beautiful and elegant chandelier of XH brimchea. 

Ai^ftst 5. — Mrs. Montagu, of Denton Hall, gave a dinner at 
■aansion, to upwards of eiglity boys and girls who were educatifl 
at her expence, and at the same time made presents to such aa ' ~ 
made the greatest progress in learning. 

Amg»^ 6. — About nine o'clock at night, as Miss Margaret I 
son, sister to Mr. Banson, writing-master to the Free riramnaw 
Khodl in Newcastle, was returning in a post-chaise from Durluik 
she was robbed of half-a-guinea on Gateshead Fell, by a aii^ 
tiighwaytnan. When the highwayman attacked Miss Bansoo tf 
the chaise, afler ordering the driver to stop on pain of death, kt 
presented a pistol and demanded her money, on which, the surpril 
getting the better of her fears, she altercated with him, and t<* 
him she bad none wortli his while ; that she had only been 
Durham on business, and had but half-a-guinea and some bi 
pence leA ; he took the half guinea and returned the rest ; he i 
mandcd a watch, and she had some difficulty to convince him i 



A. D. 1770.] KEMAHKABI-H EVEMS. S7S 

bad not one with her; he had a great tremor upon him all the 
while, was but badly mounted, and without boots or great coaL 
When MJBg Banson had come forward about a mile, she met the 
poitman carrying the mail from Newcastle to Durham, and ad* 
vised him to return or take a guard, telling him he would cer- 
tainly be robbed ; but he would not be advised, he went on, and at 
the turnpike gate asked if he could have a pistol, but could not get 
one to his mind. A little after he left the gale he was joined by a 
man, as above described, whom he took to be a countryman going 
from market, and told him what had happened, that a liighwaymaa 
traa upon the road, &c. and that he could not get a pistol to defend 
himself. They rode on K^ether about two miles, when his com- 
panion told him in a soft manner, he must have his bags, which the 
postman took at first only as a joke ; he then presented a pistol, and 
obliged the postman to alight, take the mail otf, and throw it on be- 
fore him. After which, he ordered the postman to ride forward, 
declaring if he looked baci, he would blow his brains out. The 
next day a person who called himself Robert Hazlitt, and said he 
was lately clerk to Mr. Samuel fiamlbrd, of Philip Lane, London, 
was taken up in Newcastle, on suspicion of being the highwayman 
that committed the said robberies. He had a youne woman along 
with him. Upon hia examination, he confessed that he robbed 
the lady in the chaise, but declared that he had an accomplice 
who robbed the postman of the mail, and brought it to him in 
an adjoining quarry, where they opened it and divided the con- 
tents, after which lie had not seen him. Many of the letters 
and bills that were in the mail were found in a chest, which he ond 
the young woman said belonged to her. He was committed to 
Durham geol. August 16th, the trial of Robert Hazlitt, olherwi^ 
William Hudson, for robbing tlie above lady, came on at Durham, 
and on the jury retiring for a few minutes, they returned, finding 
the prisoner guilty. After which he was arrwgned and tried for 
robbing the Newcastle mail, and upon tlie clearest evidence he 
was likewise found guilty. When asked if he had any thing to say 
in his defence, be replied " he did not rob the mail, that it was an 
accomplice, one Hewitt, of London, who committed tliai robbery." 
Having impeached this person the week before, notice was sent to 
Sir John Fielding thereof, who got the man apprehended, but 
upon examination, it was found that he had not been from town at 
tlie time, llie judge believed Hazlitt to be the same person n-ho 
robbed his lordship, near London, in the preceding June. Hazlitt 
came down from London by sea only a day or two before, and had 
hired a horse at Shields, on which he committed the robberies. 
After his condemnation, he sent a £20. bank note, and a bill at 
Kgh of £12. or £14. to the judge, which he had secreted in his coat 
sleeve, and were all that were wanting of what had been in the 
mail : He also told them that the bags and letters were in a com 
field, all of which were found there. September 18th, Hazlitt was 
executed near Durham, and after hanging about two hours aod a- 
half, his body was cut down and carried from tlicuce in a cart to a 
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gibbet 25 feet high, erected about three miles from Newcastle on the 
east Kide of the road, leading over Gateshead Fell to Durham, near 
the place where tlie robberies were committed, and there hune in 
chaiDs. Oo coming out of gaol on the morning of his eicecutiao, 
he looked earnestly at the cart, and said, " this indeed ia terrible! 
but as my life has been injurious, I hope that my death will be 
useful to mankind." Soon after he was hung in chains, a petiop 
advanced in years, was observed several days to go and kneel be* 
fore the gibbet, where he remmncd a considerable time, regardleu of 
the wet weather. The last day in particular he prostrated hiniKtf 
on his bare knees for upwards of an hour, and became so enfeebled 
that he could not rise till some people gave him assistance ; aAer 
which he drew out of his pocket a hatband, and putting it on, sud 
he then was easy, end took his leave of the melancholy apectacle 
before him. It was tliought that this person was his fadier. 

1770 (SfpL). — As some labourers were casting a level in Pelaw- 
bogs, near C lies ter-Ie-s tree t, tliey found the bones of a human body 
about four feet below the surface of the ground. It was supposed 
lo have been the body of some person who liad been murdered. 

October 17 — The first weekly market was held this day (Wed- 
nesday)^ at South Shields, to be holden there every Wednes- 
day. Tlie dean and chapter at the same time ordered that two 
fiiire should be held annually. The first on the 24ihorjune 1771, 
and the second on the 1st of September, and on the same dayi in 
cvciT succeeding year, 

NetmbtrQ. — A block, or plate oF parting, extracted from cun- 
dry matters, was tested off at Mr. Cox's refinery at Bill Quay, on 
the river Tyne, which contained of fine gold and silver 6671bs. loi. 
I5dwt»^ or 8,005oz. I.5dwts. troy, or 1,000 merks 5oz. ISdwta. 
It* intrinsic value was £3,702. 13*. ^d. Its solid thickness was U 
iiiclics exclusive of its rising or springing into imaginary devicM- 
(Wni ilR fineness. Its length was 3 feet, breadth 2 feet 2 inches 
Mid circumference 8 feet 2 inches. No plate of its magDitud^ 
*>>ijht, or value, had ever before been tested in this Hngdom, 
W M tt was supposed, in any other part of the world. At di»i 
•v-^HMl of Mr. Cox's friends, it was exhibited previous to be" 
pttA viK to I.oiidon, at Mr. Pryor's (assay-master) workhouse in _ 
S4(i^ Newcastle, each person paying one shilling for the benefit 
hV k«6nnivrv. This exhibition produced £S. 8s„ which wa« pt_ 
'HMf ihr hunas of tlic treasurer of that charity, January Sd, 1771.* 
\immim 8 — There was a most violent storm of rain whj^ 
mvIinI IW rivers to an alarming degree. The river Wear at So 
\-w^-.) twi.lsr roKe to the height of three stories in the house <_ 
• V - . . ,. iiiiiiiypper, which compelled tiie family to take to tha.l 
I Ii hud several swine which got upon a coal hiw^J 
,1 most part oi' the day, but were at lust taken awtf J 
J lust. Several goats came down the river a^'jl 
V.-ivise a field of turnijis near Shinciiffe, valaslf 
> (irld of com at Woismghom, valued at jClAdlJ 
■ iiovcd. A boat plied for some time st tlwj 
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(dot ci EiTety in the city of Duriitiii, in which place eevend cdhn 
were orerflowed and great damage done. The river Tyne roae 18 
feet aboTe neap tide. At Ahiwick» the river rote to an in^ireoe- 
dcmted d^ree, to that ^art of the dam above bridge gave wajr* to- 
gether wim the foundations of the milli. One of the people em* 
plojed in recovering what conld be come at in the loft above them, 
laved himself by getting into a window in the gable when the mills 
fell down, this bemg the only part that stood, and if the water had 
not got passM^e, the houses aqoining must have been swept away. 
Ihe other mflls, called the new mills, had their dam heads carried 
away. The end of the bridge next to the town was consideraUy 
shrunk, owing to the bank having been so much washed away. 
December 15Ui part df the souA arch fell into the river, leaving the 
others in a tottering condition. Many tall trees were rooted out by 
the strength of the current. 

1770 (Nov. 20^.— Died, in St John's poor-house, Newcastle, 
Mary Batty, afi;ed 105 years. 

J}ecember — la sinking the floor of the cellar at Bamborough- 
castle, a curious draw-well was accidentally discovered. Its depth 
was 145 feet all cut through the solid rock, of which 75 feet was 
hard whinstone. 

December 31. — Died, at his house in Grateshead, Mr. William 
Sedgewick, a gentleman well known in the chemical world, for his 
many valuable inventions, and particularly for that of dissolving tha 
stone in the bladder. 

This year, died at Great Bavington, in Northumberland, Mrs. 
Eleanor Lawson, widow, aged 105 years. 

Died, at Newcastle, Francis Morris, aged 108 years. 

The water reservoir on the Town-moor, Newcastle, was this 
year made, and one hundred fire plugs ordered to be placed, in 
the event o? fire. 

The chapel, at Eshe, in the county of Durham, was this year 
almost entirely rebuilt. It consists of a long narrow nave and 
chancel of equal height and breadth, and of a south porch which 
opens under a low pointed arch. This portion alone is perhaps 
piart of the old c)iapel, and here, when Mr. Hutchinson wrote, lay 
a fine recumbent efSigy in stone, supposed to belong to the fiunily 
of De Eshe. This is now destroyed or removed. 

This year, in digging for a cellar on Hide Hill, Berwick, the 
clay was found intimately mixed with quick-silver, a piece of it 
the size of an egg, produced a tea-spoon full. The place where it 
was found was much built upon, which prevented further search. 

The burgher meeting-house, in Golden Square, Berwick, was 
this ^ear built, but owing to the great increase of hearers, it was 
considerably enlarged in the year 1796. 

A school for girls was about this year founded in Sunderland, 
in consequence of the bequest of a Mrs. Dennison. 

At this time there was living at Sunderland, a man named 
Robert Haxby, a clock maker, who had a variety of curious docks, 
which. he frequently exhibited for a trying sum, giving notice 
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btiDtdf, by beat of dnin^ of the tune of the intended exhBnti^^ He 
was blind, and cooiequentlj his ingenuity was considoed the more 
■iirprisinK* In 1750, he receiTed a« reward of ten gvineasy fo 
maKing tne model of a machine, for removing ballast oot of the 
riTer Wear. He is still recollected by some of the elders of Sun- 
derland. He frequently presented petitions to the CoimnissionpfB 
of that river ; amongst their loose papers, the following occurs >» 
^ That your pettitioner proposed to be engineer about thirty yean 
agoe, and Mr. Winfield, he being chairman at the time, told you, 
that you would never get such another, think on him as littel ai 
you please. I both maid an engin for you then, and at the same 
time I drew a plan for you, and nobody could say any thing i^ainst 
it; but in my way of tliinking, it would have taken up three 
or fore keels in an hour by the purchase of fore horses — but Rob. 
Walker put them of that, as he said there was the same thing mak- 
ing at Newcastle,* and when they was done with it they would 
get it, but I never heard tell that it is maid yet. Now you have 
had fore or five Engineers, and all to no service, and the pier that 
vou are building now, if you carry it East, or East and be Southv 
It will fling such a tumbling sea in, if the storm come on betwixt 
Nouth and East, that no ships can ride in the harbour, besides the 
ballast and rubish that it will through in, which will chock the har- 
bour up. Gentlemen, it is not only my judgment, but it is the op- 
penion of the sea-faring men in general, and. Gentlemen, I have 
the plan now lying by me if you will be pleased to examine it, and 
look it over, for I don't pretend to medell no more concerning it." 
<< I am, Gentlemen, your humb. servt. Robxrt Haxbt." 

1771 (Jan. 26 J, — The ancient market cross, which formeriy 
stood at Hexham, in Northumberland, was removed down to Hay- 
don-bridge, where, on the above day (Saturday), a market was held, 
when a great many necessaries for the relief of the poor were ex- 
posed to sale. 

FAnuxry^ — ^Died at Hepple, near Rothbury, Mrs. Grizzle Ross, 
aged 100 years. She was a native of Scotland, bom of noble 
parents, and had eloped from her husband about forty-five years 
before. 

/i^«6nMiy^.— As some men were digging in a quarry at Ayton, 
Banks, on Gateshead Fell, they found the skeleton of a man ot yery 
large size, about two feet firom the surface of the earth. It appeared 
to have lain many years. 

February 28. — Died, in his 78th year of his age, at Hinton, in 
Northamptonshire, the learned, ingenious, and Rev. Richard Grey, 
D. D., one of his majesty's justices of the peace for that county, 
archdeacon of Bedford, commissary of Leicester, prebendary of St 
Paul's, rector of Hinton, and of Kimcote, in Leicestershire, chi^ 
lain to Lord Crewe, bishop of Durham, by whom he was presented 
to the living of Hinton, in 1718. Dr. Grey was born at Newcastle, 
the son of a Mr. Grey, barber ; his mother's name was Lambert, 

• This I suppose alludes to the machine mentioned in this volume, under 
the date of October 15, 1765. 
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tfe inter of Feowick Lamberty who htpt an bn in thit town. He 
hd one sister, who married Thomas Burdis, esq., oounseUor-at-kw, 
and another who married Mr. John White, an eminent printer al 
Newcastle. 

1771 (Mmrdi 3^.r— The impressed men on board of die Bosca- 
wen cutter, lying at Shields, found an op po rtun i t y to overpower 
die watch on drac, and fifteen of them made their escspe ; the 
centinel in opposiiup them lost three of his finmrs fay the stroke of 
a cutlass, and an o&er was desperately wounded in the head 

ApriL — Died, at Birdhope-crag, in the parnh of EUdon, Mrs. 
Maigaret Gilroy, aged 106 years. 

Idr. William Bell, painter, son of a bookbinder, in Newcastle, 
had the honour of receiving his majesty's premium of a gold medal, 
Taloe £20., at the Royal Academy for the best historiod picture. 
Mr. Bell went to London about the year 1768, and was among the 
first of those who entered as students in the Royal Academy; 
and when the gold medal was offered by the council for the best 
historical picture, he became a candidate, but the prise was obtain- 
ed by Mr. Low. In 1771, he again became a candidate for the 
gold medal and obtained it, for the best historical picture, the sub- 
ject, Vemut MolitiUing Vatican to forgt armomr Jar kar mm JEmeas^ 
but his success was owing to the following circumstance :— Mr. 
William Hamilton, a student, was also a candidate, but it was dis- 
covered that his picture had been touched upon by his master, Mr. 
Zucchi, for which reason Sir Joshua Reynolds, the president, very 
properly observed, that it could not be considered as the genuine 
work of Mr. Hamilton, and that Mr. BelFs picture as the next in 
merit, was therefore entitled to the prise. The medal, which 
weighed about four ounces, was most elegantly executed ; on one 
side, the head of George III., inscribed ** Georgius S. D. G. Mag. 
Brit. Fr. & Hib. Rex. — T. Pingo. f." Reverse, Minerva directinff a 

(outh to the Temple of Fame. *' Haud facilem esse viam volvit.** 
Jndemeath, << R. Ac. instituted 1768." Engraved on the edge, 
«< To Mr. William Bell, for the best historical picture, 1771.'* Mr. 
Bell was much patronized by Sir John Delaval, (afterwards Lord 
Delaval), and while he was in London, resided at his lordship's 
house ; and in 1775, he exhibited two views of Seaton Delaval, nis 
patron's seat in Northumberland. At Seaton Delaval were several 
whole length portraits of his lordship's family, which were painted 
by Mr. Bell. After he lefl his lordship, he resided at his native 
town, where he subsisted by painting portraits. He died about 
the year 1800, aged about 60 years. 

May 5.^ — Died, at Croddiam, in Northumberland, in a very advan- 
ced age, Mrs. Armstrong, sister to General Forster (who served in 
that capacity under the pretender in 1715), a lady of great know- 
ledge and amazing activity and fortitude in her youth. When her 
brother was imprisoned at London, she was permitted to see biro, 
and having a piece of clay in her pocket, took thereon the figure of 
the prison door key, with which she returned to Newcastle, and |;et- 
ting a key made by it, she went directly back» and opened the prison 



BBKARKABLE S 



Ca 



.. ITTi. 



door, got tlie general conveyed out, dreaaed in her own clothef. 
Tliit anecdote, Mrs. Armstrong aod her friends oflenaclmowledged 
u a real facL *« OetoUr 10(A, 1715, pwje 136. 

1771 /'Ajm;.— TheBtatoeof 
King Charles 11., which had stood 
for some aget over tlie Magazine 
Gule, at the north end of Tync 
Briiige, Newcastle, having beea 
I taken down (the gate being alsa 
I taken away to render the es- 
trance into the town more open), 
was, on this day, re-exalted, and 
placed in a niche niade on pur- 
pose in the front of the Exchange 
facing the Sandhill. Hiis cir- 
. cumslance so irriuted an inve- 
terate enemy to the Stuart rac^ 
"liE^i^^^UI^VTBrii^" ^^^ ^^^y zealot of the house ot.m 
^''"^^^■'^■"■■^'* Brunswick, that, on the iath.M 
most illnatured Pasquinade" i^i^l 
' found posted upon a door iinma^^ 
diately under the statue. Wlien 
the Exchange had its north front 
modernized, this statue was ta- 
ken down, and now stands at the 
foot of the stairs leading t 
Guildhall. T^is fine statue, which is in Roman costume, Wi 
on the restoration of Charles II., placed over the south front of tt 
Magazine Gale with this motto, " Adventut Regit tolamen Grtffitr^ 
i. e. ■' The coming of the king is the comfort of his people." 
Jult/ 8. — In the evening a fire broke out at Lintzgai 
the parish of Stanhope, which, in a short time, reduced t( 
several dwelling-houses and out-houses belonging to Sir Walte 
Blackett, baru, and Mr. Hutchinson, the wind being high little a 
nothing could be saved of tlie tenants' furniture. 

Same day, the keelmen, on the river Tyne, after a stop of soid^H 
weeks went to work again ; to effect which, Mr. Alderman Moslej 
exerted himself in a very praise- wortliy manner, by going down tM 
water himself in different tieels, time atler time, till he got them aH 
(o work, none of them attempting to insult him, though the standen 
out would not sulTer the keels to pass with such of their men i 
willing to work, till Mr. M. went down with them. The grievanct 
the keelmen complained of was the erection of some new 
near Shields, the owners thereby saving the keel dues. 

Juli/ 10. — The new tlieatre, in the city of Durluun, was opened] 
with '' TAe Wut Indian," and other eniertainments, to a veryl 
genteel audience, who expressed the greatest satisfaction at tmrl 
elegance of the house, and of the performance in general. 

• Written br John Rotherani.M. D.,of Newrnatle. Tlie rauiiiinaiW serf ll 
Seply niiy be had of John SyLpj. " 
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I 1771 fJuly IS J. — Upwards of 4,000 lalmon were exposed to 
I nie m x^ewcastle fish-market, whidi sold for about a penny lar- 
i tiring per pound, 107 salmon were caught that mommg at one 
i bbery above Tjne bridee. 

Jufy 20. — Christian Horsley, who had been convicted at the 
quarter sessions in Newcastle, of obtaining goods on false preten- 
ds, stood this day from 12 o'clock to one o clock exaUed on a pil- 
lory on the Sandhill. At the quarter sessions held at Alnwick, in 
the following October, this woman received sentence of trannxMr- 
tition for defrauding Miss Pye, a milliner at Morpeth, of goods of 
the value of £3. 

Jufy 21. — Notice was given that there would be no service in 
St Nicholas* church, Newcastle, on this day (Sunday), as a part of 
the west end had been taken down, and it was rebuilding. 

Jufy 29. — A very unfortunate afiair happened at Alnwick, du- 
ring iSke fair. Mr. James, an attorney of Morpeth, having been in 
company where he had drank too freely, took it into his head to 
go out amongst the crowd, and buy some finger-bread, &c^ a con« 
stable, named Bolam, who had been placed to keep order, thinking 
that he made too free with the people, reprimanded him for it, 
whereupon Mr. James stabbed him in the breast with the knife he 
had in his hand cutting the ginger-bread. The man stood a few 
minutes, then dropped, and after languishing about an hour, he 
died. Coroner's verdict, wi/ful murder^ and m consequence Mr. 
James was committed to Morpeth gaol. Another account says, 
Mr. James was distributing ginger-bread, and had taken a knife out 
of his pocket to cut it with, but the person whose ginser-bread he 
was giving away, not knowing Mr. James, had words with him, 
and called for a constable, when Bolam came to him who suffered 
as above. At the assizes in 1772, Mr. James was acquitted of the 
murder, but found guilty of manslaughter. 

August 7.F— Died in London suddenly, in the 48th year of 
his age. Sir Francis Blake Delaval, K. B. Au^t 2lst, his remains 
arrived at Newcastle in erand funeral solemnity, and were laid in 
state that evening at Mr. Nelson's. Sir Francis' passion for pub- 
lic liberty after the violation of tlie Middlesex election, had 
endeared him so much to the inhabitants of Newcastle, that they 
crowded in such numbers to witness the body lying in state, sur- 
rounded with banners, escutcheons, &c., that a girl had her leg 
broken, a gentleman lost his watch, many people had their pockets 
picked, their clothes torn off, and were otherwise much injured. 
The remains next day proceeded on their route to Seaton Delaval, 
to be interred in the family vault. 

August 18.— As a servant of Sir John Hussey Delaval, bart, 
was coming to Newcastle from Seaton Delaval, his horse took fright 
at the Barras Bridge, and running along Sand^ord-stone Lane, on 
coming to the bridge some people attempting to stop him, ha 
sprang directly over the battlement, which was upwards of forty 
feet to the bottom ; in the fall the man lost his seat, but luckily 
alighting between two very large stones that lay near each other, 
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the horse falling directly over him, so that the stones 
him receiving any injury from the hgrse. The servi 
much bruised, was able to ride home the same evening, the h 
was allem'ards shot, being so much injured, that there were tfU 
hopes of his recovery. For oilier accidents at Otis bridge, tee S^M 
ttmber 20, 1759. and December 5, 1827. I 

1771 (At^.'i.'i). — His royal highness the duke of Cumberland and 
Bttendanta arrived at Alnwiclt castlei where, as he entered liw 
castle gates, he was saluted with 21 guns, and every other mark of 
respect. On Sunday, the 25th, his royal highness, accompanied by 
their graces the duke and ducheEs of Northumberland, Earl Percy, 
and Lord Algernon Percy, attended divine service at Alnwick 
church, where an excellent eermon was preached by the Rev. Dr. 
Percy. On their return to the castle, his royal highness received I 
the compliments of the mayor and corporation of Newcactlc, j 
attended by their members, Sir Walter DIucKctt, bnrt., and MattbcT I 
Itidley, esq., and of the mayor and corpora tloa of Berwick, attend- ' 
ed by their representative. Sir John Hussey Delaval, bart., who, 
together with their respective recorders, town clerics, Ac, were 
presented to his royal highness, and had the honour of kissing hii 
Iiand, as had many other gentlemen of the county, attended by 
Thomas Charles Bigge, esq., high-sherilF of Northumberland. They 
afterwards all dined at a grand entertainment, given by the duke 
and duchess of Northumberland, where the number of dishes served 
up was 177, exclusive of tlic dessert. In short, the magDificence 
and hospitality displayed, gave fi Striking picture Af the state an) 
splendour of our ancient barons. On the 27th, his royal hi^iuss 
arrived at Benvick, in consequence of an invitation from the mayor 
and corporation of that town. He was attended by their graceii 
the duke and duchess of Northumberland, Earl Percy, Lord Alger- 
non Percy, Sir John Hussey Delaval, and several of the principal 
gentlemen of Northumberland, whose equipages and cavalcwie 
extended half a mile. When his royal highness reached Berwick 
bridge, 21 guns were fired, and all the military bonours due tOf I 
prince were paid to him. He entered the town amidst the acd^ I 
tnations of many thousands of people of all ranks ; all the windoM' 
in the streets through which his royal highness had to t 

also full, who manifested their loyalty on this occasion. " ^ 

royal highness alighted from his carriage, the mayor, baili^ N 
burgesses, presented him with a most loyal and dutiful adc' 
they also begged his royal highness to accept of the fre 
of the corporation, to which he made a most gracious i 
After his royal highness had been entertained at dinner b' 
mayor and corporation, he went to a very elegant assembly w 
was given by the duke and duchess of Northumberland.* V 
the ball was over, SOO ladies and gentlemen had the hot 
of supping with his royal highness, at an entertainment c 
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of 240 cUshes, given by the duke of Northumberland. Every 
liiidow in the town was illuminated. The next morning his royal 
kjghness returned to Alnwick, and, accompanied by Sir John 
Hussey Delaval and Colonel Deacon, groom of his bed-chamber, 
passed through Morpeth to Seaton Delaval. On the SOth, his 
royal highness favoured Newcastle with his company, where public 
honours were paid him. Twenty-one guns were fired on his 
eatrance, at Neweate,* where the soldiers were drawn up, and 
also on the Sandhnl, the bells were rung, and at the Mansion-nouse, 
tbe right worshipful the mayor, the aldermen, &c^ with the regalia, 
received their royal guest, where he was presented with the free- 
dom of the corporation in a gold box. A most sumptuous dinner 
was provided, and the company invited was numerous and eenteel. 
His royal highness by his deportment excited the admiration and 
captivated the affections of every person who approached him. In 
tfaeev^iing there was agrandassembly,f the companvand splendour 
of whidi exceeded every thing before seen m that town. On 
Saturday, the 31st, at noon, his royal highness returned to Seaton 
Delaval, from whence, on the Monday, he passed through New- 
castle fbr London. Whilst in Newcastle, his royal highness pre- 
sented the prisoners in Newgate with ten guineas. 

1771 (Sqit \2). — General Paoli, and his excellency the Polish 
ambassador, dined with his grace the duke of Northumberland, at 
Alnwick Castle, and on the 15th, he arrived at Newcastle, and 
though he viewed several parts of the town, went to Tynemouth, 
and visited the colliery at Shiremoor, very few people had the 
pleasure of seeing that renowned general, so carefiu was he to 
conceal himself. 

October 21. — Died, af\er a lingering illness, in the 76th year of 
his age, the Rev. Mr. Edward Aitkin, who had been minister to the 
congregation of Protestant Dissenters, in the Castle Garth, Newcas- 
tle, thirty-nine years. He founded the first charity-school amongst 
dissenters in that town, which, under his care and protection, was 
a relief to many poor families, and of great public benefit. 

November 17. — About two o'clock on the morning of this day 
(Sunday), the inhabitants of Newcastle were alarmed with the 
most dreadful inundation that ever befel that part o( the countrv^ 
the water in the Tyne rising six feet higher than the remarkable 
fresh in December, 1763. The first appearance of dav discovered 
a scene of horror and devastation, too dreadful for worcfs to express, 
or humanity to behold without shuddering. All the cellars, ware- 
houses, shops, and lower apartments of the dwelling houses, from 
the west end of the Close, to near Ousebum, were totally under 
water. The flood was so rapid and sudden, that it was witli the 

* One of the cannons bunt in firing, br which WiUiam ReeH, a milor, 
eonfined for being concerned in a riot, tost (lis Kfe, and a man next him was 
much hurt. 

•|- Tbe ball was opened bj his rojral highness and Mrs. Mayoress (Au- 
lione Surtees, e9C|., being then major) ; he also danced with Miss Surtees, 
Miss Allgood, Miss Carr, Ac. &c. 
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greatest difficulty the inhabitants, who slept in the lower part* of 
the houses, escaped with their lives. The middle arch of Tyne 
bridge, and two otlier arches near to Gateshead, were carried Rwny 
and seven houses with shops standing thereon, together with »oim 
of the inhabitants, overwhelmed in immediate destruction. 
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Fiddes,who lived on the north end oflhe bridge, with his wife 
aid-servant, having made their escape to Giitesliead, the girl, 
Recollecting a bundle which she letl behind, begged her master she 
night go back far it, and that he would be so kiod as to accompeny 
^r; wliich request, after some reluctance, he complied with, and 
^ftlB wife stood watching their return ; but in a moment after their 
tion, tlie arch under tliem gave way, when they vanisheif 
1 her view, and she never saw them more, Mr. Fiddes and 
maid, Ann Tinkler,* Mr. Christopher Byerley-t- and his wm, 
logether with an apprentice to Mr. James, were tlie persons who 
perished by the falling of these arches, and the houses and sh<^ 
which fell into the river that morning were occupied by Mr. Pat- 
ten, mercer ; Mr. W. Hills, shoemt^er ; Mr. Byerley, hardware 
man ; Mrs. Haswell, milliner ; Ann Tinkler, dealer in stu& and 
chectcs: Mr. Edward Wilson, and John Sharp, shoemakers; Mr. 
Walton, flax>merchanl ; and Mr. John James, cheesemonger. Four 
Mher houses with shops likewise fell from the bridge the next da; 
ittlo the river, two of which belonged to Mr. Akenhead, and the 

Tbe above cut is copied from a print drsirn and engraved hy^ the late Hr. ,i 
Italpti Beilbv. The view is from the west, and was done while the niinf , 
Wre Malting. There is another view ofthe tiridgefrom the east, eDgrartd 
V J<*« Hilbert, in IT.IS, and dedicated to Cuthbert Fenwirit, raq., the the* 
■Mj-or «f Newcastle. This, which shews it in its perfect statf, ia urry «can«, 
1W Bvlte* of this bridse were some of them aothic and others scheme si«bM. ' 
Tbrr had qo regular decrease from the miOitle to the ends, uid the pamg* 
viw OwH w«i verv narrow, anil crowded with houses, built of wood. 

* JUm TisUet'sboilv waa not found until Julj, 1772. - i 

-t U«i Mh, I77S, Mr. Brerlej'a body was taken up out of the ruini of 
Tfw ftndc*, md MXt dt; interred in Gateshead church. 
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othen to Ifr. Fmroett; and, in « litde tune after, the whole range 
ef boOdinsfy from near the blue stone on the bridge(the boundarjr 
between NewcMtle and Durham), into Gateihead, met with the 
anne hte. Mr. Patten's house was carried* wholljr as far as Jar^ 
row Slake, about eight miles down the river, where it was stopped^ 
but upon examining the inside, nothing was left in it but a dog and a 
cat, both alive. The very remarkable preservation of Mr. Peter 
Weatherlej,f a shoe-maker, with his family, who lived upon the 
bridge at the time the arches fell down, ought to be particularly 
noticed. Between three and four o'clock that morning, he was 
suddenly awakened by the prodigious noise of the flood, and on 
openii^ a window, okMerved Mr. and Mrs. Fiddes, two childroit 
and their maid, passing along the bridge ; on shutting the window 
again, he was about repairing to rest, when, ail on a sudden, the 
arch immediately adjoining his house on the north side rushed down. 
This instantly drew his attention to the fiunilv's safety, and, raising 
them up^ he opened the door, when he beheld the destructive tor- 
rent rcMling almost immediately beneaUi him. He then, with diffi- 
culty, quitted the house, and at the utmost hazard of his life (the 
pavement breaking and tumbling beneath his feet into the water), 
assisted his wife, two young children, and a servant girl to follow 
him. As all access to the north was cut off by the fidling of the 
above arch, they immediately hastened to the south end, but had 
not gone far until they perceived themselves involved in stiU 
greater misery and danger, two other arches having likewise fallen 
at that part. In this distressful situation they remained from four 
till ten o'clock in the morning, perishing with cold, and affording a 
most melancholy spectacle to tne inhabitants on each side of the 
water. Their station was upon a surface about six feet square, 
all other parts of the arch which supported them appeared terribly 
rent, and threatened each moment to bury them in the flood. 
None durst attempt to relieve them by boats, and no other human 
means seemed possible. However, a bricldayer, in Gateshead, 
named George Wood ward, j: concerted a measure for their de« 
liverance, and boldly ventured alone to execute it. A range of 
shops then standing on the east side of the bridge, supported only 
by timber, laid from pier to pier, and extending from Gateshead 
to the place where the distressed people stood, afforded him the 
means of preserving their lives. He broke a large hole through 
the side of every shop all the way to the arch where they were, 
and through these openings brought the whole family sue into 
Gateshead. The children when rescued were nearly exhausted 
with cold. The water was supposed to be at its height about seven 

• Dec. U, 1771, died, Mrs. Mabuie, wife of Mr. Mtbtne, and also the msid 
servant of Mr. Patten, both tradesmen on Tvne Bridge, occasioned by the 
fright they x^ceived during the flood, from wmch they never recovered. 

t Mr. Weatherlej died at his house, in the White Hart yard. Old Flesh 
Market, January I2ih, 1826. 

t This heroic fellow's name was never aiven, with an acconnt of this flood, 
until the publication of the first edition 01 this work in 1024. 
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o'clock in the morning, and to have risen upwards of twelve ftet 
above high water-mane in spring tides. The Sandhill was a caps- 
cious flood ; and boats pliea thereon some hours. In some parts 
it was six feet deep. All the timber, merchants' goods, &c^ ^ritf 
upon the Qaay, and on the several shores in the neighbomhoo{ 
were entirely swept away in the current, as were most of the sh^ 
Ijring at the Quay, and a number of keels, boats, and other smiH 
crafl, both above and below bridge, carried down the rapid cnrrcnt, 
and scattered and stranded on each side of the river to ShieMi^ 
or otherwise borne onward to the sea, and there sunk or wrecked 
along the coast Three sloops and a brig were driven upon die 
Quay, and left there, when the flood abated ; they forrowea up die 
pavement and broke down a great part of the Quay. But Newcas- 
tle did not alone suffer by the terrible violence of this flood, 
scarcely a village or cotta^ house from Tynehead in Alston* 
moor, to Shields, escaped its destructive fury. The bridges at 
Alston, llidley-hall, Haydon, Chollerford, and Hexham, were all 
carried away by the torrent, many people were drowned ; a prodi- 
gious quantity of horses, black cattle, sheep, and other animals, 
perished. The wooden-bridge at Allendale was swept away entire 
and was discovered the next day lying across a lane near New- 
brough, as exactly as if fixed there by human means. 

At Haydon Bridge it overflowed the whole town, which obliged 
the men, with women and children on their backs, to wade almost 
up to their necks to the church where they found sanctuary; 
when their necessities were kindly attended to by the Rev. Mr. 
Harrison. 

Several houses and estates suffered considerably in the neigh- 
bourhood of Hexham, though happily no lives were lost there. A 
man at the West Boat saved himself and family by breaking through 
the thatch of his house, on the top of which they were obliged to 
continue many hours in a half naked condition. The estates of 
Mr. Dunn, with his corn stacks, suffered greatly ; arrd in a part of 
the Spital, belonging to Mr. Westall, a large square stone was dis- 
covered, seemingly the base of a pedestal or cross. The farms of 
Mr. Robert Bell and Mr. Harbottle, with their cattle, were much 
destroyed, as were some other grounds belonging to Sir Walter 
Blackett; the water-course to the mills was entirely diverted. 
The beautiful bridge at Hexham, consisting of seven arches, and 
which had only been finished the year before with great rejoicings, 
was totally demolished during the night. An inscription on a 
stone near Warden, informs the passenger, that the water rose 13 
feet above its level at that place. 

The only bridge upon the river Tyne which was lef^ standing, 
was that at Corbridge, which was built in 1674, on the old Roman 
foundation. The water at this place was so tremendous, that 
some persons late in the night stood upon the bridge and washed 
their hands in the rolling river. The preservation of this bridge 
was attributed to its Roman foundation, and a vast quantity of 
water having passed it at its south end which is low ground. 
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The inhabitanU of Bywell were amongst tlie mo<t unhappy suf- 
ferers in this melancholy catastrophe. The whole village was under 
water ; and in the dining room, and other rooms on the first floor 
of Mr. Fenwick*s house, it was eight feet deep. The farmers there 
lost all their corn and hay stacks, cows, &c. All the garden walls 
belonging to Mr. Fenwick, were broken down and the gardens 
entirdy destroyed. A delay o£ five minutes would have effected 
destruction to his whole stua, together with four servants. Most 
of the valuable stud of horses were got into the inside of the Black 
church, and saved themselves by heading by the tops of the pews» 
which were allowed to continue in their gnawed state for several 
years after the flood ; a mare belonging to Mr. Elliott, father-in- 
law to Mr. Thomas Bewick, who was on a visit to Bywell at the 
time, was saved in the same church by getting upon the altar 
table. About ten houses were swept away, and six persons perish- 
ed. Several lives were saved miraculously by twigs, ropes, tree% 
&C., and many people were taken out of their houses through the 
roofs. The shrieks of women and of children frantic with all the 
agonies of despair, will better be conceived than described. The 
white church yard wall was entirely destroyed, and a great part 
of the church-yard washed away. The Black church walls were 
likewise very much ruined, and the parish accounts destroyed. 
Dead bodies and coffins were torn out of the church-yard, and the 
living and the dead promiscuously clashed in the torrent. 

The tragical fate of the persons in the boat-house, at Ovmgham, 
was truly heart-rending. When the water entered the house, there 
were ten people in it, John Johnson the boat-man, his wife and 
two children, his mother, and his brother, his man and maid-ser- 
vants, with a young man from Prudhoe, and a labouring man named 
George Simpson ; on their perceiving the danger they were in, they 
sXi went up stairs, and as the water advanced they ascended nearer 
the roof of the house, till at last they were obliged to break through 
the wall into the stable that was built at the end of the dwelling- 
house, thinking it a place of greater safety, both by its strength and 
situation, and made themselves a temporary place to sit on, by put- 
ting a deal and a ladder betwixt the binding balks, and there remain- 
ed till one o'clock in the morning. At which time, perceiving the 
dwelling-house gone, and the stable beginning to give way, they 
got upon the top of the stable, when three of them climbed up to 
Uie chimney top, viz. George Simpson, the young man from Ftud- 
hoe, and the boatman's brother ; and the boatman, his wife, mother, 
and two children, and the man and maid servants remained as be- 
fore ; when, in an instant, the building fell, and they were all swept 
away by the torrent, and carried down with the thatch, &c., for 
near 300 yards into a wood, where the boatman, his brother, and 
maid servant, got upon trees, and continued in that situation tea 
hours before they could be relieved, and the maid died soon afler 
she got to land. The unhappy husband, when he seized the tree 
with pne hand, caught his wife with the other, and, after holdine 
her a few minutes, she was wrested ftom him in fifteen feet depth 
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Kjitroyed or letl in a ruinous condition. Mrs. Morgan's house, and 

Ir, Wilkinson's coach-house, both in Elvet, were driven down by 

t water, but the houses behind prevented them being carried on. 

ny other houses were greatly damaged ; several horses, cows, 

I were drowned in the stables, bycrs, &c. Happily no liret 

■re lost there, though a young woman fell into the water, by the 

nk giving way, and was carried 700 yards down the river, yet waa 

~ i by the assistance of her fellow servant. Two of Mr. Carr's 

tni* of Cocken perished in crossing the river at Cockenford.* 

\e water at Ch ester- Ic -street extended near 200 yards from 

Kth (o aouth in the street, and did consideruble damage lo the 

hrclling-housei and shops there. The mill, with most of the mill- 

Pltousei and furniture, belonging to John Etherington, near Cocken, 

^.. _e carried away ; as were also all the corn stacks belonging to 

'^Hr. Mowbrav, at Newbrough, the fishing-lodge, and most of the 

ftmiiture at Lumlcy boat-house. The collieries at North Biddid^ 

Chatcrs-haugh, and Low Lambton, on the Wear, were all filled 

with water, and upwards of thirty horses in the several workings 

drowned. Several waggons, with houses, and a great quantity of 

• TW boilj of one of th«se, nuniol Jeremiah Jackson, wu found in the 
rV«aT at Cbatcrt'Jiaugh, January 15th, 1773. 



D. 177 I.J mSMAKKABLB KVEXTS. 09 



fS0ili were twcpt off; and the fire ciigi>ci bdongugf to the two 
finier collieries cntird j deitrmd. AH the low groondt tnm 
Chester to Cod^eo were cov e red with die dead c s ft sres of hones, 
coirs, oxen, and sheep, and also with com and haj stacks, house- 
hold furniture, and wood of all lands. 

At Sunderland, there was a great destmction among die ships 
and keels. The cries of the poor bojrs (few of the men being on 
board), with the cracking of the ships, was mdeed terrible. All 
the assistance possible was sent bj the inhabitants ; bat the dark* 
ness and wetness of the night prerented manj from receiving pro- 
per help. A great number of keels were dmren away, and many 
men and bojs were lost. A part of the pier gave way to the force 
of the water, and another part was damaged by the ships that 
drove against it. Eight or nine dead bodies were cast ashore on 
the Sunday morning in the harbour. Hay stacks and great quan* 
cities of household furniture, with a staith, were driven down the 
Wear into the sea. Thirty-four ships were wrecked at the mouth 
of the Wear. 

At Stockton, the flood in the river Tees was sreater than had 
ever before been remembered, though not much £image was done, 
only one warehouse and two or three cellars were under water. 

At Barnard-castle, the Tees was so high that the areh on the 
Yorksliire side of the bridge not being huqge enough to contain so 
great a (Quantity of water, Uie battlement was forced down, and the 
water took its course along the street, drove away the causeway, 
washed away the soil down to the rock and demolished eight dwel- 
ling houses, so that not one stone was left upon another. The 
eround was so swept away that the end of the bridge was at least 
tour yards higher than the rock, so that persons gomg into York- 
shire were cnbliged to go down a ladder. The water penetrated 
the cellars occupied by a dyer, who had a few pieces of tammies 
in the kettle at the time receiving their last process, when the 
dyer was obliged to make a precipitate retreat. Afler the torrent 
had subsided, the man, in great anxiety for his goods, visited the 
kettle, when, removing the sand and mud at tlie top, they were 
found to have attained a colour beyond his most sanguine expecta- 
tions. The articles were sent to the London mancet, and gave 
such satisfaction, that orders were forwardcKi for a further gupply 
of the same shade, but the dyer, not being again assisted by the 
genius of the river, failed in every attempt to produce it. 

At Yarm, there were fifteen feet water in the streets. Many 
people were taken from the tops of houses by means of boats, one 
m particular, a woman, named Ann Richardson, with a child in her 
arms, had sat fifteen hours on the top of a house, almost starved to 
death before she was rescued. Great damage was done at Croft 
and Darlington. The Force, a waterfall on the river Tees, 69 
feet high, was, during this flood, most awfully sublime. 

1771 rNov. 29^.— There was another tall of the bridge at 
Newcastle, at the south end, and with it went a house and shop 
belonging to a person named Laybourn, a glover ; the next day 
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another f^l took place, which brought doim lis ilweUing^hona I 
and shops. The whole range of shops and honges on both tidil I 
Irom the sou^ end of the bridge to the blue slone, the boundaij 1 
of the county of Durham, nas oow entirely demolished. I 

1771 (Dec \b). — Died, at Lanchester, intheconnty of DuHuffl, | 
Alice Browell, aged 109 years. f 

l"his year, in a large eaim, on TurpinVliill, near Wlutchesur, 1 
a 8tone-cheBt was found inclosing a small quantity of «shes lad I 
burnt boneB. In 1795. another of these chests was found in die I 
same eatm, it contained two urns and co[^r coins of Domitia^ J 
Antoninus Pius, and Faustina, which were in the possession of Mt I 
Spearman, of Eachwick-hall. In making a road through an iM I 
camp, near this place, seveml hand mill-stones, a sacrificing knilci ] 
nnd a tlint axe, gimilar to the PaOoo of the South Sea islani^ nre 
discovered. These were also in the possession of Mr. Speannan. 

1772. — A temporary post-office (as it was originally intended ta 
have been), was set up at Gateshead, till Tyne Bridge coidd be J 
re' built, hut it wag af^rwards thought expedient to sufier thb ] 
office to be continued. 



January 17.— As the workmen were clearing away the nAUA 
of Tyne Bridge, the stones were so cemented, that they woe 
obliged to be separated by mall and hammer, and on separatuU 
two stones, they discovered a parchment, with old characters on it 
very fresh ; but on being exposed to the air, the characters dii^ 
ucared, and the parchment mouldered away. This bridge had 
been built upon ihe old Roman foundation, as appeared by severtl 
coins and medals of Trajan and other emperors, being discorercd 
in the ruins of the old piers. The above is a representation of ■' 
coin of the Emperor Hadrian, found in the ruing. 

March 10.— Died, at North Shields, Elizabeth Potu, aged W. 
years. 

jtfriy. — Died, near Backwortli, in the parish of Earsdon, MaiJ 
Metcalfe, aged 108 years. 

June 10.— Mr. John Stephenson, carpenter, father of the hdt 
Mr. David Stephenson, architect, contracted to build a temporal^ 
bridge over the Tyne, at Newcastle, in four months, under a gre^ 
pei^ty. July 16th, the workmen began to drive the pili ' — 
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October 3' th, it was opened, on which occasion ihe workmen made 
« procession through tlie town, preceded by music and coloun 
AyiDg, after which Siey had an entertainment. 

1772 (June 21 J. — At noon, there was a most terrible shower of 
rain and bait, accompanied with tliunder and lightning, in Newcastle 
And its neighbourhood. Chimney-mill, on the south edge of the 
Town-moor, was struck by the lightninc, and one of it wands shat- 
tered to pieces. A house near the head of soutli Tyne, was set oq 
Cre by the lightning. A fine young quey was struck dead in a 
field near Morpeth. 

AuguMt 15. — In tlie evening of this day, Cliristoplier WUkinsoo, i 
«8q., iiheriff of Newcastle, in the mayor's barge, attended by several J 
gentlemen in the river jury barge, went and received tlie judges | 
Dn the south shore, and landed tliem on the Quay, apposite the. J 
Exchange (it then had a door on the south front), which thejr I 
walked through, and were received at the foot of die court stair^ \ 
by the right worshipful Sir Walter Ulackett, bart., mayor, and the J 
magistrates, preceded by the regalia into the court, where thej V 
opened tlieir commission. On their return out of court, they were j 
received by the high-sheriff of Northumberland, and conducted il 
his coach to the Moot-halt. 

August 17. — The foundation stone of the new bridge over the 1 
river Wear, at Durham, belonging to the dean and chapter, was lai(L I 
The free and accepted masons went in procession from their lodge I 
to the place appointed for the stone to be laid, where they were I 
rnet by the honourable and Rev. Spencer Cowper, D. D., dean of \ 
Durham, with some of the prebends, and several other gentlcn- 
when the stone was laid in due lorm, and a plate with an inscrip- 1 
tiun, deposited under it, after which, the brethren proceeded to 1 
the meeting, where they heard an excellent sermon preached bj T 
the Rev. Mr. Hart,irom Micah vi., 8. The bridge was built ft'oa i 
the designs of Mr. George Nicholson, architect to the dean and | 
chapter. April tlie llth, L778. — This bridge was opened to the 

Eublic. It is a commodious structure, tlie old bridge swept away ' 
y the flood in tiie preceding November, was only for horse a 
foot passengers. 

SfpUmber b. — Arrived in Newcastle, on his way to London, and I 
next day was suddenly taken ill, and died in a few hours, the right | 
hon. Henry Lord Borthwick. On tlie 9lh, his remabs were inier- I 
red in a private manner in St. Nicholas' church, in that town. § 
Leaving no issue the title became extinct. 

September 10. — TTie centres were taken out of the arches of the I 
cew bridge built over the river Wear, at Wolsinghara. | 

Scpternbtr 12. — The foundation stone of a new bridge over tlie ■ 
Tyne, at Chollerford, was laid. 

October 15. — A dreadful fire broke out in Michael Scrogg's 
warehouse, at Russell's factory, near Newcastle, which in a very 
Bhort time destroyed the whole, together with a large quantity of 
paints, and all the utensils fur preparing tlic same. He was a great 
sufferer by the dreadful inundation in ihe preceding November. 
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1772. — A charity school wss tins rear fooaded in Soatfa Shields, 
by the application of £100. begncathrd bj ^Ir. Christopher 
Meughao, £100. by Mrs. Ann AidKm, of Sooth Shields, and other 
benefactors. Forty scholars were tau^ reading, writing, and 
arithmetic, but the funds having been increased by Tarious libe- 
ral donations, a good school house has been built, and the origioal 
numl>er of K*holurs augmented. 

Tliis year, Sir M. W. Ridley, bari., decorated the chancel win- 
dows of Stunnington church, (which are of the true Gothic taste,) 
with somo curious painted glass finely coloured, of various scrip- 
tural designs, and arms of religious houses, and supposed to be^)ove 
five hundred years old. 

Elvet moor, near the city of Durham, was this year, divided 
(400 acres). The dean and chapter reserving sixpence an acre 
rent, and the mines. 

177S fjan. 2^;.— Died at Morpeth, aged 100 years, Mrs. Grace 
Milbourne, who kept the Nag's Head inn, there. 

January 15.^Dicd at his house in Westgate Street, Newcastle, 
in the 79tli year of his age, Adam Askew, esq., one of the most 
eminent physicians in the kingdom. On the 19th (Tuesday), his 
remains were deposited in the family vault in St. John's church, 
with great solemnity; the pall being supported by Sir Walter 
Dlackett, bart,, Matthew Ridley, Christopher Fawcett, Ralph Wil- 
liam (irey, Matthew Waters, Edward Collingwood, Gawen Aynsley, 
and (-harles Thomas Bigge, esqrs. By his practice for fifty years 
in Newcastle, he had acquired an immense fortune, which descend- 
ed to his son. — See April 27th, 1774. 

This month, died, as his friends thought, Mr. Davison, of Ears- 
don, and lay as a corpse two days, the funeral being put off until 
the third day, in consequence of the absence of a relation ; in tliis 
interval, Mr. Davison revived, and in a few days was quite well. 

January 17. — Died at Lantemside, near Rothbury, William 
Potts, in the 107th year of his age. 

January. — During a high wind, the church at Bedlington, which 
had been newly covered, was entirely unroofed, as were several 
houses, and many chimnies blown down. 

Fdfruary 7.— Died at Sunderland, Mrs. Wilson, aged 104 years, 
and who was said to be the oldest person in that place. 

PAruary 11. — Some workmen being employed to enlarge the 
gaol at Durham, in altering the top of the building for that pur- 
pose, the portcullis of the gateway, (which was supposed to have 
been up for above a century,) unexpectedly rushed down, and 
shipped the communication between Bailey-gate and Sadler street, 
til! :he workmen \yith saws and axes, cut it in pieces. 

This month. Shields harbour was blocked up by a ridge of sand, 
i^i* r^jt large ships could not get out to sea. 

l^Jfrmary 44. — A fire broke out in a large new house built by 
>ir. \^llliitm Watson, coal-fitter, adjoining the custom-house, in 
SAiKienaod* which burnt with such rapidity, that the building with 
al -ht ItinwAoM furniture was soon reduced to ashes. 
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1773 (Marth 2^— The maid tervant of Mr. Smith, ianner, near 
Walliendy getting up early to wash, incautiously, to make a light, took 
a bag of gunpowder, and scattered some of it upon the foe, which 
ooounanicating with the rest made a terrible explosion, insomuch 
that it threw a door off the hinges at the foot of the staircase, forced 
open the door of the lodging room above, and blew off part of the 
roof. Mr. Smith being awakened by the noise, got up ana found the 
poor girl lying upon the floor in a most deplorable conation, miserably 
scorched, and the clothes which she had laid out to wash were burnt. 

March 6. — About two o'clock in the momine, a fire broke out in 
the dwelling house of Mr. Barber, at Summer-hill, near Newcastle, 
which in four hours consumed the same, and as there had not been 
any fires in the house for some time, it was strongly suspected to 
have been set on fire by the person or persons who sent Mr. B. two 
incendiary letters, demanding him to place money upon his garden 
wall. A reward of £110. and his majesty's pardon were offered, 
but without effect. 

March 18. — Died at Tynemouth, Daniel Bennet, aged 107 years. 
He had been an out-pensioner of Chelsea, from the year 1706. 

June 14.^ — A most melancholy accident happened to a man 
named James Kirkup, employed in a brewery at Newcastle, who 
had the misfortune to fall into a copper of boiling wort, and was 
scalded in such a dreadful manner, that the nails and skin came off 
his whole body. He was taken to the Infirmary, but soon expired, 
leaving a widow and six helpless children. 

June 15. — A fire broke out in the plate glass-house at Howdon 
Pans, on the river Tync, occasioned by some old billet wood being 
piled up to dry on the north side of the house, which by the heat 
of the furnace took fire, and communicated the flames to the roof, 
and in a small space of time consumed three fourths of the building. 
By the assistance of Mr. Hurry and his carpenters, the east end of 
the building was saved, together with the adjoining building belong- 
ing to Mr. Edward Anderson. 

June 19. — The free and accepted masons, walked in proces- 
sion from the lodge at Barnardcastle, to lay the foundation stone 
of a new bridge over the river Tees, between Kokeby Park 
and Barnardcastle. Mr. Hutchinson, master of the lodge, walked 
first in the procession, dressed in white and gold, with John Saw- 
rey Morritt, esq., and the Rev. Mr. Zouch, in white leather aprons 
edged with blue ribbon, and the rest in their respective ranks. 
After the stone was laid, they proceeded to a tent erected for the 
purpose, when the master delivered an excellent lecture, which 
gave great and general satisfaction, and then walked in procession 
to Rokeby-hall, where a sumptuous entertainment was provided 
for them by J. S. Morritt, esq. The spectators were "^exy numer- 
ous. This bridge was built at the sole expence of Mr. Nlorritt. 

July 22. — The workmen began to drive the piles ibr the erect- 
ing of a new bridge over the river Tyne at Newcastle, in the same 
place where the old one stood. Oct. 14th, 1774, the foundation 
stone of the bishop of Durham's part (the three southermost arches) 
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wad laid, and on the 8th July, 1775, his first arch was doied 
in, on which occasion there were great rejoicings in Gateshai 
Mr. Milne was the bishop*B engineer, for his portion of the hrid|ei 
April 25th, 1775, the first stone of the corporation side of Tyac 
bridge, Newcastle, was laid bj Sir Matthew White Ridley, bsrt, 
amidst a great concourse of spectators. July 8th, 1776, a copper 
medal, containing a device and inscription, about four inchei dii- 
meter, inclosed in a thick glass case, was laid in the south eal 
comer of one of the new piers of the bridge, to which wpoi tk 
boundaries' of tlie corporation of Newcastle, (denoted by a bhe 
flag stone), extend southward. The device exhibited tl^ Nev- 
castle Exchange, with the genius of comn&erce sitting by it, wa^ 
porting the arms of the corporation, and presenting a pum toa 
figure in the robes of magistracy, directing tiis attention to a pm- 
pect of some rising piers of a bridge, with shipping and lighten aa 
the river. Over tlic device the motto — <* QuodJelix/awttuMguesif 
On the reverse was inscribed — " 7^m stone, being the boundary^ 
t/te Corporation of Newcastle southward^ was laiJ^ anno donu 177^ 
in the mayoralty of Ciiaiiles Atkinson, esq., William Craii- 
LiNGTox, esq., sheriff." It was laid by Mr. Mayor, accompanied 
by the sheriff. September 13th, 1779, the sixth and last arch wss 
closed, on which occasion, the corporation gave the workmen s 
plentiful dinner and drink at Mr. BurrelKs, in the Flesh Market, to 
which place they proceeded with music and colours flying. AprO 
29th, 1781, the passage over the temporary bridge was stopped for 
carriages, and next day, the workmen began to take it down, when 
the permanent bridge was opened for foot passengers. Mr. Wooler 
the engineer was employed by the corporation in the erection of 
their |)ortion of the bridge. 

1773 (Aitg. 10^. — In consequence of the magistrates of New- 
castle advertising about 89 acres of the town moor* to be let, for 
the pur{K)se of cultivation and improvement, the freemen began to 
be alarmed, and openly opposed this proceeding of the magistrates, 
who, however, paid no attention to them; The different com- 
panies then assembled, opened a subscription, and determined to 
try the matter at law, a committee was chosen composed of the 
following gentlemen : — Nathaniel Bayles, surgeon ; Henry Gibson, 
surgeon ; Alexander Adams, hoastman : Thomas Maud, mariner ; 
Michael Tyzack, surgeon ; William Smith, surgeon ; Benjamin 
Brunton, cordwainer ; Matthew Laidler, baker and brewer ; Wil- 
liam Addison, tallow chandler; and Thomas Maddison, bricklayer; 
who, ailer giving formal notice, pulled down a part of a fence, and 
broke a gate ; for this die lessee, Mr, Joshua Hopper, supported by 
the magistrates, commenced a suit, which was tried on the above 
day before Mr^ Justice Gould, and the following gentlemen, com- 
posing a special jury : — William Bainbridge, esq., Newgate street; 
Michael Pearson, esq., Pilgrim street; Robert Ilderton, esq., 

• The town numr, was origiiuilW a wood faniong for aik ticci*, out of which 
have been built manv hundreds; i-f i^hips, and all the old houses of that town. 
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Westoe ; Mr, Joseph Robinson, Close ; Mr. John l>avenport. Side ; 
Mr. Full Jackson, Pilgrim street; Mr. Michael Callendar, Middle 
itreet ; Mr. Pkol Henzell, Low glass houses ; Mr. John English, 
Esrsdon; Mr. Thomas Newton, Quay-side; Mr. John Fenwick, 
Quay-wde t Mr. Richard Burden, Shieldfield ; council for the roa- 
giitrates, Chambre, Bolton, and Wallace ; for the burgesses, ser- 
geant Glynn, recorder of London. AfVer the examination of 
Alderman Scaife, and Sir Walter Blackett, bart., on behalf <^ the 
msgistrates, a compromise was offered by the magistrates, and ac* 
cepted by Uie committee ci burgesses, by which compromise, the 
exclusive right to the town moor and leases, was confirmed to the 
boivesses and their widows, by an act of parliament obtained June 
]4£, 1774, at the expence of the corporation, who also paid £300. 
costs. When this trial was finished, many of the burgesses illu- 
minated their houses, and paraded the streets with music, &c 
August 6th, when Seraeant Glynn was coming to Newcastle, he 
was met at the head of the Bottle Bank, in Gateshead, by a large 
number of the burgesses, who took the horses out of the carriaffe, 
and dragged it themselves to his lodgings at the Forth, amidst Uie 
firing otguns, ringing of bells, and the cheering of the populace. 
He refus^ taking a brief in any other cause but that of the bur- 
gesses, which he came down to defend, and left the town the room- 
mg after the trial, on his return to London. Hie committee were 
presented with the freedom of several of tlie companies ; that of 
the tailor's company, presented each of them with a gold ring with 
suitable inscriptions. The company of cordwainers caused a suit- 
able inscription, and the names of the conunittee, written in gold, 
to be hun^ up in their hall. 

1773 (Aug, 21 J. — The first stone of a new bridge, at Alnwick, was 
laid in the presence of his grace the duke of Northumberland, and 
several other persons of distinction. Under the foundation stcme 
his mce deposited several medals. 

August 23.— Matthew Vasey was executed at Durham, for the 
robbery of a Polish jew, near Darlington, of ninety guineas. 

The same day, the centres were struck from the two new arches 
of Haydon-bridge, re-built by Messrs. Leybourn, Nicholson, and 
Maddison. One arch was 78 feet the chord line, and the other 
69 feet, and were thought to be two of the finest and largest arches 
that had been built on any part of the river Tjoie. 

^t^^iM^SO.— A milk-market was established at Newcastle, and 
on this day, Mr. John Hoge, farmer, near Coxlodge, brought the 
first horse load of milk to the new market at the White Cross, in 
Newgate Street, which was immediately sold. 

AugusL — An elegant new organ which cost £300., raised by a 
generous subscription of the gentlenien of Berwick, was placed in 
the church of that town. 

September 13. — Elizabeth Herring, who had been tried and con- 
victed at the Old Bailey, London, on the 10th, for the murder of 
her husband, was conveyed on a hurdle from Newgate to Tyburn, 
where being fixed to a stake, she was strangled, after which her 
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body was burnt. She belonged originally to Newcastle, distiii' 
guislied by the name of '^ Mustard Bet" and had been shipwrecked 
on the 18th of December, 1770, aboard of the Peggy sloop-of-wVf 
then carrying impressed men of whom her husband was one. 

1773 (S^ IH). — Died, at Newcastle, of a lingering illness, the 
ingenious Mr. John Cunningham, aged 44, well known in the 
literary world for his very eminent pastoral talents. September 
SOth« his remains were interred in St. John's church-yard, Newcastle, 
with the most decent funeral solemnity, being attended by a num- 
ber of respectable gentlemen of that town, whose regard for the 
memory of the deceased, prompted this last voluntary mark of 
their esteem. The organist played a solenm dirge. His friend 
and patron, Mr. Slack, publisher of the Newcastle Chronicle, erect- 
ed a table monument over his remains. Mr. Cunningham was at 
one period of his life a member of the Newcastle, Shields, Sunder- 
land* &c.« company of comedians ; and a dramatic piece written by 
him when only 17 years of aee, called " Love in a Mist, or the Lass 
cf SpinK' was performed m Newcastle. Miss Hornby, late of 
Albion Street, Newcastle, had an original portrait of Cunningham, 
done from the life, by the late Mr. Thomas Bewick. The poet 
was averse to his portrait being taken, therefore Mr. Bewick 
sketched it from seemg him in the streets. 

StptewAer ito. — Died, at his seat at Gainslaw, near Berwick, 
Willuim Compton, esq., recorder of Berwick. Mr. Compton was 
burit^d in the tamilv ^*ault in his own garden. 

ikiohtr 26. — A bull was baited in the Market-place, at Alnwick, 
which was treated with such brutal wantonness, that at length he 
lav down and expired at the ring. 

y<trtmher 2. — 'Hie workmen began to pull down the ancient 
8i*ale or Kale cri>ss, at the foot of the Side, Newcastle. Mention is 
made of this eross so early as the reign of Richard H. 

yiwanber 8. — A new lodge of free and accepted masons was 
constituted at Gateshead (by a special warrant for that purpose 
from the right hon. Lord Petre, grand-master of the order ni Eng- 
land), under the name of the " Union Lodge.'' The procession 
l>egan at Swalwell, and was met by the master, officers, and 
brethem, of the Union lodge, a mile from Gateshead, attended by 
the band of music belonging to tlie 68th regiment, and all the 
honourable trophies of masonry to the lodge house, where there 
was an elegant entertainment, during which vollies of small arms 
were fired at intervals of fifteen minutes. 

Aorcmher 24. — William Yielder, esq , sheriff of the town and 
county of Newcastle, held his first county court, to proceed in two 
civil actions, as he was commanded by writs of justices. It was 
said that court had not been held for the like purpose since Queen 
£lizabeth*8 reign. 

December 6. — About noon, the foul air in an old waste of a col- 
liery, near the river Wear, took fire, and breaking down the barrier 
or partition between the waste and the working pit, made most 
awful explosions. The pit was 80 fathoms deep, and every thing 
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way of the blast was thrown out of the tliaft to the lieiglit 
sif SOO yards in the air. Most of the pitmen having just in time 
lAlcovered the danger, were drawn up and escaped unhurt, but 
^ome boys and one man who were lell behind, lost their lives, and 
,llao four horses were torn to pieces, and were thrown to an aston- 
^Miin^ height in the air. Most dreadful explosions continued bH 
rtfke day at about five minutes' distance. 

^ yia (Dec. 20 J. — The corporation of Newcastle granted pre- 
.'Vrinms for the largest (Quantity of fish and potatoes brought into 

tliat town in one year, from the lal of March 1774 to the lat of 

March 1775. 

On throwing over the bank at Bamborough Castle, a prodigious 

rility of sand, the remains of a chapel 100 feet in length were 
overed. 

This year, a very extensive division of common lands, extending 
to above 16,000 acres, took place within the parish of Lunchester, 
it) the county of Durham. The division included the wastes called 
Lanchester Fell, Medomsley Fell, Ebchesler, Kowley, Satley, and 
Butsfield Fells, Newbiggen Fell, and Knitcbley Fell. 

The corporation of Berwick, this year, brought an action in the 
court of King's Bench, against James Johnson, 3 non-freeman (or 
fortigner f J, for keeping an open shop and selling linen drapery 
gooiG hy retail. The cause was tried at the Northumberland 
assizes llie same year, and a verdict was given for Johnson, subject 
to the opinion of the court. In the Michaelmas term following, 
the court gave judgment in favour of Johnson, which established 
the liberty of non-freemen. This narrow-minded policy, which 
was once very general, has long since ceased to exist. 

177* (Jan. 9). — Died, in Newcastle, of the snioll-pox, in llic 
S3d year of his age, Mr. George Coughron (clerk to Richard 
Brown of Newcastle, esq.), one of the most promising mathematt- 
^ans of the age. The prizes to the Diaries and Palladium were 
repeatedly conterred upon him. 

January 14. — The river Tyne for about four miles bi'low the 
bridge at Newcastle was frozcTi over, and several hundreds of 
people amui^ed themselves by sliding, skaiting, and other diversions. 
Above bridge, owing to the uneven state of the ice, no person 
went upon it. Several workmen were employed to break and 
clear away those pieces that lay contiguous to the piles of the tem- 
porary wooden bridge, lest the motion of the ice, by the rising and 
tailing of the tide, might injure them. On the lUth, two yuntig 
meo performed a skaiting match against time below bridge : they 
were to go tliree miles down the river, and up again in sixteen 
minutes, but they, with the greatest ease, performed it in fifteen 
minutes. 

Janaarji 16. — Died, at the Mansion-house, in the 3()th year of 
his nge, the right worshipful Matthew Scafe, esq., mayor of New- 
castle, and on the following morning, die regalia were surrendtnd 
to Matthew Ridley, esq., as senior alderman, who held the Guild 
that day (Monday), and the iSessiona on Wednesday, agreeable to 
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the charter. On Thursday came on the election for a mayor nl 
ao alderman of that corporatioii, when Edward Moaley* ea^i, wa 
unanimously elected mayor, and Sir Matthew White Ridley, birti 
alderman, in the room of Mr. Scafe, whose remains were privat^ 
interred in the fiunily vault at Tanfidd,* on Wednesday, the 19tk 
Sunday, January 2dd« the mayor, ma^strates, and shen^ went ti 
St. Nicholas* church in mourning, with the regalia coyered wilk 
crape. The pulpit and the corporation pew were covered witk 
black cloth, and ornamented with escutcheons, and the Rev. Dr. 
Fawcett, vicar, preached a most excellent sermon on the occsaoa 

1774 (Jan. 23;.— Died, Mr. Thomas Crisp, a wealthy fiuner, 
near Morpeth, in the lOOth year of his tfe. 

FAruary 14 Died, in Sandgate, £lixabeth Roy, aged 100 

years. 

February 22. — An association for the prosecuting of felons wai 
begun by the inhabitants of Gateshead. 

This month, died at Durham, in the 104th year of herage^ 
nor Shipley, who retained her senses to the last. 

March 1. — An old woman went into the house of a 
named Sadler, near old Axwell Hall, m the parish of WhicfchsWi 
to light a pipe, soon afVer the thatched roof was on fire, and tk 
wind being very high, the house was burnt down so raindlv, Ast 
nothing could be saved but a dresser, and five guineas which were 
run into bullion. 

March 2« — An outer tower of the castle wall, near the gaol gstei 
in the city of Durham, fell suddenly in the night. 

April 2. — The remains of the Hon. and Rev. Dr. Cowper, desn 
of Durham, were deposited in the north-east comer of the nine 
altars in the catliedral. The full service of Crofl and Purcell wss 
performed with the greatest solemnity, and upwards of 2,000 
people attended the last rites of so good and worthy a man. There 
Kad not been a dean interred in that abbey since Dean Sudbury, 
in the year 1684. 

April 9. — A human skeleton was found near an old quarry, at 
Low Heworth, in tlie county of Durham, supposed to have lain 
there a great number of years. 

April 10. — The electric fluid struck a house in Longhaugb- 
shield, near Bellinghara, and a man with his wife, sitting by the 
fire-side, were both instantly killed ; another person sitting between 
them was not hurt. The house, by the lightning, was ^most im- 
mediately in flames, when a child in bed was burnt to death, and 
another much scorched. The ground around the house was fur- 
rowed up, and a large rock near to it shattered to pieces. The 
house was reduced to ashes. 

* On a tablet tomb of blue marble, under the outside of the east window 
of Tanfield churdi, m the count/ of Durham, is the following inscription : — 
'* Here lies the botly of Matthew Scale, of Newcastle upon Tyno, cstjuin?, 



Ann Soafc, who died the 30th of September, 1812, aged 64 vears. 
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m* fApril21 J— Diei, 
at HtunpsteadneoT London, 
Anthony Askew, esquire, 
M. D., aged 52 years. He 
was physician lo Sl Bar- 
thotomew'sandChrist'shos- 
pitals. and registrar and fel- 
low of the royal college of 
physicians, London. On the 
death of his father. Dr. 
Adam Askew, of Newcas- 
tle, he succeeded to bis 
immense wealth, of which 
he had little enjoyment, 
having soon after tost a 
mogl amiable wife. Twelve 
orphan children (the oldest 
of whom was not SO yeara 
of age), were left to lament 
tlie deaths of their most 
worthy parents. These are 
the orphans alluded to in 
the inscription on the beau- 
tiful Askew raonument in 
of which this wood cut shews 
terestiog portion. 

ty 14.1 — Ttie remains of the duke of Cleveland were privately 
"ed in the family vault at IStaindrop. 

ijf 16. — The foundation stone of^ the Assembly Rooms, at 
:astle, was laid by William Lowes, esq., in the presence of a 
company of ladies and gentlemen. June 24lh, 1776. these 
I were opened, when there was a very numerous and brilliant 
any, who expressed great pleasure at their elegance. The 
ibly was opened by Sir 'William Loraine, bart., with Mn. 
Jun., and Sir Matthew White Ridley, bart., with Miss All- 
There was an act of parliament, Hth of Geo. IlL, to enable 
■Bwcett, vicar of Newcastle, to grant a lease of part of his 
n for nine hundred and ninety-nine years, and at a rent of 
a-year, for the purpose of erecting this edifice, upon. A plate 
an inscription was deposited under the stone. 
ffiut 10. — Being the anniversary of the termination of the 
tc between the corporation and the burgesses of Newcastle, 
ng to the mode of letting parcels of the TowH'moor for im- 
ment, a number of the burgesses assembled, and had a bull 
i on that part which the corporation had let, after which the^ 
at the Black Boy, in the Groat-market, a number of patriotic 
were drunk, anil the day concluded with ringing of bells, 
of guns, &c. 

gutt 20. — George Davidson, was executed at Morpeth, pur- 
to his sentence at the assizes, for a rape. 
tober SO. — Died, at I^nghirst, near Morpeth, aged 110 years. 
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Catherine Broira : stie retained her faculties to tlie last, 
was very remarkable, her diet had been for many years bread 
small beer of lier own brewing. 

177* fNov. ISy.— This day was held M Newcastle, the 
meeting of the associattoa of schoolmasters in the north of Engtand. 
The object of the society in this institution, was the reUef of their 
distressed and seed brethren, and their widows and orphani. It 
was the first institution of tlie kind in England. 

This year, Malcolm's cross, near Alnwick, was restored by hii 
descendant, Elizabeth, duchess of Northumberland, to distinguidi 
the spot where Malcolm III., king of Scotland wa« slain while be- 
sieging Alnwick castle in 1U93, irhitA tee. 

A gunpowder magazine, this year, duly licenced, was erected bj 
the corporation of Newcastle, at Wincomblec quay, on the river 
Tyne, east of that town. 

This year, a bridge was attempted to be built at Hexham, 6Stj 
yards westward of the bridge built in 1767, and which bad bstn 
carried away by the flood in 1771. It was on Mr. Wooler'i plsn 
of piles below the piers, but this was soon abandoned, on discover- 
ing that on both sides of the river beneath the gravel, was a quick- 
sand, with no more resistance than chaff. The plan of buUomg > 
solid wall for the foundations of a bridge was likewise abandoned. 
In 1777, another bridge tvas commenced building by Mr. Snieatan, 
on batler-d'eaux and caissons. While building, its piers were 
washed away by a flood the following year. The building being 
again resumed and finished, the passage along it was opened July 
1st, 1780, when John Errington, esq., of Beaufront, was the firtl 
that passed it, who mode a handsome present to the worluneiw 
It stood several floods, and in January, 1761, was viewed by Mi. 
Smeaton, and several magistrates, wlien it was highly commended. 
On Sunday evening, March 10th, 1782, there was a fall of sdo«, 
lutlowed by a violent hurricane ; the snow was saturated with rain, 
nnd extended like one immense lake. Tlie face of the countn 
bring steep, the rivers rose suddenly at the junction of the Norui 
and boutli I'yne, without any considerable flat to spend themselvei 
vpan. On the Monday morning, Mr. Donkin, of Sandoe (Mr, 
t^rington's bailiff), perceiving an extraordinary flood, came down 
U the brid^, the water was running with the velocity of 1,000 
iWt in a mmute 1 Mr. Donkin 's son, with some workmen, crossed 
to th* MUth side, to examine the state of the bridge, they had 
•nrcdjr returned with the report " All S<tfe," when Mr. Donkin, 
to hii {treat surprise, perceived some particles of lime flying from 
Uw fburth arch. He pointed his observations to that place only. 
Ikt lime continued to fall, increasing in size and quantity for the 
»ftn of ft minute ; soon after, he perceived a crack across the 
bMHl of Ibo ftrch towards the upper side of the bridge, it gradually 
WHWtl*4t Um pWn part of tlie spandrel between the third and 
thttnti iirch ahook. the splinters increased, in a minute more it 
nv« wft^v. the two arches and a pier fell together, and in half an 
Muur, thir atiuclure was a heap of ruing, only two arches remauiin^ 
ftWl lhe«c Ml in the evening. This bridge was called H' " ' "" 
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Iod's bridge ; it consiBted of nine arches. From the materials of 
the former bridge, £3,000. were obtained, and £5,000. more were 
fiiroished by the county. Notwithstanding all these misfortunes, 
s fourth attempt was n^e, and the present bridge built, under the 
(Erection of Mr. Mylne, the last arch of which was closed, Septem- 
ber 19th, 1793. Ihe workmen paraded the streets of Hexham in 
procession on the occasion, and a most joyous evening closed the 
lODg*wi8hed-for day. 

1775 (Jaau 17). — The company of cordwainers of Newcastle 
presented the freedom of their company to Sir Matthew White 
Ridley, hart, after which he invited them to the Mansion-house 
where they presented him with a prize shoe, out of which several 
humourous healths were drunk with great festivity. 

March. — There were commotions amongst the sailors at Shields 
and Sunderland, owing to the owners and masters of ships deter- 
mining not to load cods at the advanced price of U. per chaldron ; 
and being collected in bodies, they proceeded to strike the topmasts 
and unrig several ships in the Liondon trade, and prevented any 
vessels nom sailing. On the morning of the 22d9 Mr. William 
Chapman, of the Low Bams, near Sunderland, owner of the Con- 
cord, Johnson, master, lying in Shields harbour, bound for the 
Baltic, applied to the magistrates of Newcastle for aid of the civil 
power, in order to get his ship to sea. On which Mr. Alderman 
blackett told him he wo(i]u give him all the assistance in his 
power, when he immediately went down to Shields with Mr. 
Chapman, where he took the water bailiff and several constables on 
board the ship, and proceeded to sea without molestation, though 
great numbers of sailors were on the banks on both sides of the 
river. As soon as the ship was clear of the river, Mr. Blackett, 
Mr. Chapman, and the officers, returned on shore, when Mr. 
Blackett was much applauded by several masters for his great intre- 
pidity ; and they promised to endeavour to eet to sea the next 
tide, which they accomplished, and good order was again re-es- 
tablished. 

March 15. — A number of gentlemen of Newcastle, many of 
them eminent in the literary world, formed themselves into an 
association, called the Philosophical Society, and at a meeting held 
on the above day, afler the member appomted to give a lecture, 
had finished his discourse, the following question was debated :— 
** Which of two persons, equally qualihed, is most likely to attain 
first to a distinct knowledge of any intricate subject, he who 
searches into it by contemplation, and the help of books only, or, 
he who attends a well-regulated society, where the subject is firee- 
ly debated, as a question, on both sidfes, or demonstrated by the 
joint endeavours of the members ?'* after being ably discussed for 
about two hours, the question was at last determined in favour of 
the latter proposition. The next question proposed was, '< Whether 
does an exquisite sensibility of mmd make for or against the happi- 
ness of the possessor ?" 
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177$ (Jmm 9;.— Al tlie Low Lights, near North Shieldt, 9U 
MhaM von ow^t bj the fishermen at one draught. 

J<t^ 4.— 71w workmen emploved in taking down tlie mini vS 
Ty— Vidge, U Newcsftlc, found in the east corner of the pillai 
«■ wWch tlw tower on the bridge stood, the bones of a humin 
dbrfrtoa.* Ami about eighteen inches lower was di»coTCKd 
■ MOW ct/tn, AoU six feet thr«e inches in length, entiretT 
nntj. TlMre wss no inscription upon it. There were on thu 
briJJBVh bwidw immy bouses and shops, Uiree towers or gates, 
mA fwuh lM««g had a portcullis : — one at the north end, 
cilltil die " M%aiiai gull ;" a second, called ihc ■' Tower on die 
faridlge :' a»d tbe Atrd, at the south end, in Gateshead. Not 
tbia hat had been a draw-bridge. Tlie Magazine-gate had beea 
palled down a abort time before the fall of the bridge to widen iu 
north entrance. Oi the tront of tlu; tower adioining Gateshew), 
w«e the anus, cnt in stone, of Nathaniel l^rd Crewe, bishop of 
Durham. This stone was preserved by the late Hugh Horobr, 
esq., aldennan of Newcastle, and placed in his garden wall, m 
Pilgrim- slrteU 




The tower on the bridge was a place of temporary confinement fiir 
disorderly persons. There was a stone with the town's arms on it, 
placed on the south front, with the motto " Ffortiter deJauUl 
trtumphatu, 1646," Tliia stone was also preserved by Alderman 
Homby, and placed in his garden-wall. The house and garden is 
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wm the property of Andion j Clapham, etq^ who has Mid erery 
jttentioo to the preservatioD of tneae relics of the old bridge ; 
Janng built upon the garden ground, the stones are placed in the 
vail over two is/Bct doors. Tm above cut is taken from an oriei- 
inl drawing, in the possession of Miss Hornby, daughter cf tne 
late Alderman Hornby. 

1775 (J^ 10^. — The workmen began to erect a temporary 
l^t-house at Tynemouth, in order to rebuild the old one in a 
jnOTe commodious manner. 

This month, died at Raby, Robert Ainsley, aged 102 years. 

AuguML — ^As two men were pulline down Fenwick Tower, 
near SCamfordham, in Northumberland, they found several hun- 
dreds of gold coins of Edward III., in a stone clieat, covered with 
sand, twelve inches deep, and placed over the arch of the cellar 
door, which was immediately under the flags of the castle-gate, 
lliey were supposed to have been concealed on an inroad of David, 
king of Scots, in 1360, as far as Hexham, whence he carried off 
the two sons of Sir John Fenwick» the owner of this castle, who 
did not long survive the loss, and probably then concealed this 
treasure. Tlie two labourers having quarrelled, the circumstance 
became divulged, in consequence of which, Sir Walter Blackett« 
bart^ as lord of the manor, had eighty from one man and thirty- 
five from the other, delivered to nim. Tlie men had sold great 
quantities to various people. The impressions were as perfect as 
if newly from the mint. 

Sqftember 2. — The proclamation of war with America was read 
in Newcastle. The mayor and sheriff being out of town, the alder- 
men, Mosley, Blackett, and Baker, with the under-sheriff and 
town's Serjeants attended. The populace heard it in silence. 

OcUjher 22. — The following melancholy accident liappened at 
the Methodist meeting house, Sunderland. A gentlewoman being 
to preach there, the place was crowded, so that the galleries, &c 
were completely filled. After the service was begun, a woman 
who sat under one of the galleries (either through fear or design) 
began to signify her suspicions that the gallery was giving way, 
the alarm spread among those who were near her, and they im- 
mediately began to make for the doors (some, indeed, endeavoured 
to appease them, but in vain). Every thins was now tumult and 
confusion ; the shrieks of women and children filled the place. 
SiHue cried out fire, and others tliat the galleries were coming 
down ; some broke the windows, and threw themselves out, at the 
hazard of breaking their limbs ; while others in crowdinff down 
the stairs from the galleries, broke down the rails of the stairs, and 
fell down from thence among the benches. Several women were 
trampled down and miserably bruised, and one woman was killed 
outright. Those i^sr only who remained quiet in their places es- 
caped unhurt. It was found afterwords, that the alarm was en- 
tirely without foundation. 

October 23.— A meeting of the free burgesses of Newcastle took 
place at the Forth-house, to petition his majesty against the war 
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with America. It was signed bj 1,210 burgesses^ and presented 
by Sir George Saville,^§ir Walter Blackett and Sir Matthew 
White Ridley, barts., having declined to present it. Another ad- 
dress to his majesty, urging the subjugation of America, was got 
up, and presented by Sir Walter Blackett and Sir M. W. Ridley, 
barts. This was signed by 169 persons. 

1775 ( October Si J Died, at Chesterhope, Mr. Thomas Forster, 

aged 100 years. 

Novemlier 2. — The new colliery, at Willington, near Howden 
Pans, Northumberland, was won ; on which occasion the owners 
gave a fat ox roasted, a large quantity of ale, and a waggon load 
of punch to the pitmen, sinkers, &c. 

November 23. — The ferry .boat at Lambten, near Chester-le- 
street, upset whilst crossing the river Wear, when eight persons 
unfortunately perished — one man leaped out of the boat, upon a 
shelf of stones, which he knew were there (they being bare at low 
water), and stood up to the neck in water until rescued by a boat; 
other six who were in the boat, were also saved by the means of 
boats going to their assistance. 

November 25. — Died, at Beanley, Nicholas Henderson, formerly 
a rye carrier between Wooler and Morpeth, aged 105 years. 

November 26. — Died, at Angerton, near Morpeth, Mary Soppit, 
aged 100 years. 

November, — Died, at Monkseaton, Mary Magdalen, a poor wo- 
man, aged 104 years. ' 

December 7. — Died, at Haltwhistle, Dr. Alexander Maxwell, in 
the 103d year of his age ; he retained his faculties to the last. 

This year, the Society of Arts presented a premium of seven 
guineas to Mr. Thomas Bewick, of Newcastle, for an engraving on 
wood, the subject, " The Old Hound" 

A workman employed this year in throwing down a hedge at 
Castle Eden, Durham, found a glass vase, the mouth of which was 
applied to a human skull, so near the surface, as to leave the bot- 
tom of the vase exposed in the gutter of the hedge. The body 
had been deposited horizontally with the head towards the east, 
and had been covered with a heap of common field stones. The 
labourer represented the skull and bones as appearing entire, but 
he was prevented by the clergyman of Castle Eden from making 
any further research. The ground was, however, again opened 
soon after by Mr. Burdon*s directions, and a cavity was discovered 
beneath the cairn or heap of stones, large enough to contain a body 
of ordinary dimensions, with a quantity of deep-coloured soil, the 
ashes probably of the bones which mouldered on the admission oi 
the air. The vase was full of eartli, and when emptied, appeared 
to retain a subtile aromatic smell. 

1776 (January 6 J, — Died, in Newcastle, Isaac Thompson, esq., 
printer, aged 72 years. He was a person of considerable literary 
attainments, and his compositions, which are very numerous, lie 
scattered in many periodical pubHcations. He was the author of 
" A Collection of Poems, occasionally Writ on Several Subjects. 
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Newcastle upon Tyae, Printed by John White, tor the Author, 
•nd sold by tlie Booksellers, 1731." Mr. Thompson, f^ave public 
lectures on Natural and Experimental Philosophy in 1739, and in 
the following year, he wbs joined in these lectures by Mr. William 
Elstob, and afterwards by Mr. Robert Harrison, the great mothe- 
matician, master of the Trinity-house school, in Newcastle, who 
died at Durham, in November, 1^02. Mr. Thompson published 
a newRpaper, called the Newcastle Journal (tee April 7th, 1739), 
and the Ncwcaatle General Magazine, &c &c. He was interretl 
on the dth, in the Friends' burial ground. 

177G (Jan. 36^. — In the evening a heavy fail of snow came on at 
Newcastle and the neighbourhood, which continued almost with- 
out intermission all that night and the next da^, which was thrown 
into such dreadful drit\s on the high roads in the country, as to 
render most of them totally impassable, so that the market-day tn 
Newcastle did not exceed even the ordinary number of people in 
the streets on any otlier day of the week. The frost became so 
»ery intense, that those country people residing within a few milea 
of the town, who surmounted every obstacle to get to market, had 
their eyes apparently frozen up. The river from Newbum, to 
about two miles below bridge, was totally frozen and fixed ; and 
hundreds of people were walking and skaiting thereon every day. 
Two women going from Newcastle market home, were so fatigued 
by tile deep snow, and benumbed by the frost, that they were 
obliged to take shelter in a house on the road, at Loosing-hill, 
near Whickhem, where they both died in a few hours. The sama 
day a fisherman was found in the snow between Trimdon and Mor* 
ton moors. A poor fellow, Ralph of Winlaton, well known for 
aelling rods and walking-sticks, in Newcastle, perished in the snow 
between Swalwell and Winlaton. The same night, two farmers 
going from Newcastle to the neighbourhood of Earsdon, were loet 
on Killingworth-moor ; their horses were found next day. Jan. 
S9th, some hundreds of men were employed in clearing Shields, 
Ponteland, and Morpeth turnpike-roads ; on the latter, a horse, 
with a saddle, was found dead m the snow. 

March 16. — A fire broke out in the stable of Mr. Ralph Pickcr- 
mg, carrier, near Chollerford, which consumed it, with a quantity 
of hay, 60 bushels of oats, one of the waggon-horses, and also tlie 
dwelling-house. The accident was occasioned by the servant leav- 
ing a candle in the stable, which had fallen among the bedding, 
and set the whole in a blaze during his absence in watering the . 
horses. I 

Jvl;/ 5. — A most violent thunder storm happened in New- | 
castle. The first Hash of lightning, which was uncommonly vivid« I 
fell upon the chimney of Mr. Yielder's dwelling-house, struck it , 
down, entered the roof, followed and shattered the spars, forced 
off the tiles, entered tlte rooms, tore up part of the floors, rent ths 
ceilings, and sliattered very much the spouts on both sides of the 
house, and sash-frames and bedsteads in the upper rooms; blew 
out almost every pane of glass in the windows, throwing them 
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nearly 30 tiu-J* distance ; linpd some y\aie anil melted the b 
wire, anil Itillowing the hanille rod at the street door, geized 
mid of llie lock staple, and split the door-case and door near tW 
WtIc in a very exu-aordtnary manner, niiat was very remarkabk^ 
it locked one door »o that it could not be opened without taldw- 
oir the lock, and the clock «-a« stopped by it at -iG minutes put B^ 
It ploughed furrowH in the walls of the upper rooms, shiveredk- 
cldmney-piece, took olf the top part of a looking-glass, in a roon^ 
where MrR. V'ielder was sitting, and did conaidemble damage Vt 
other parts of tlie house and furniture. A canary bird, in a win 
cage, remained unhurt, nor was the cage damaged, thou^ Ai 
window before which it hung was shattered greatly, and the ceit* 
iiig above it all torn down. Providentially no person waa hia% 
llmugh the family were all in the bouse. A boy in the house aik 
Joiiiiiig, was thrown down by the shock, but received no inju^ 
Utiring the thunder Ktorm, a ball of fire entered an apartroeDtm 
the Infirmary, through an ojicn window, where Mr. Taylor, the 
apolhccury, and the matron, were sitting at breakfast. It _ 
betwixn Mr. 'I'uylnr's legs, threw down the tea kettle, went throu^ 
the door then standing open, passed along the passage, and out it 
im open window ut tlie end of the passage, without dmng taj' 
dumnge. 1'he most dreadful clap of thunder in the storm, sue- 
Cf eded the flash of lightning within one second of lime ; so that 
tlic cloud from whence the fire descended could not be above l,OW 
feel from the earth. This thunder storm was very violent 
wcitwaril of Newcastle. At Kingswood, near Hexham, a ^A, 
servant to Mr. Wilson, milking a cow, was struck by the lighlalog 
and killed on the spot ; the cow was unhurt. Two horses graziliK 
on a fell near Ncwbroiigh, and n fat cow at Wolsingham, were alM 
killed by it, and a cnttogc-house near Simonburn, was thrown dow% 
hut fortunately no person was then in it. 

177(> fJuii/[SJ. — Aviolcnt thunder storm took place in the . 
ing — a flash of lightning entered thechlmney of a farm-stead, called' 
Orcenwell, in the nei^ibourhood of Lanchestcr ; it made its wijr 
through the house, split several spars and doors from top to botton^ 
broke all the wimlows, shivered the clock-case all to pieces, tai 
scattered the works round tbe kitchen. It tore all the plastering^ 
from the sides and ceilings of the rooms, and rent the walls ili' 
many places. There was a man-servant and three children in tbt. 
liouso at the time, the man was struck down at tbe kitchen 
side, and nrniained insensible for a long time ; two dogs lying 
him, were struck by the same flash, which instantly killed 01 
Ihem, the other recovered, the children escaped by getting ii 
etow bed, on hearing the first clap of thunder, 

Aufpui 15. — Joseph IIumphrcy» was executed near I 
tiw l>reaking into a dwelling-house near Sunderland, and 
tkweout £14.44. Gd, He declared his innocence of the c 
«tikll be sutTered. to the last, and died resigned. He wi 
WvMn«ra(^ 

jk|f«tl)l,— Robert Knowles, the North Shields postman, 



A. D. 1776.] ItEMAItKABLE EVENTS. SOT 

executed on the lown-moor, for stealing a letter out of the Newcas- 
tle post-uflice, in the preceding October, coataining two £50. bank 
of England bills, the property of Robert Rankin, merchant, of 
Newcastle. He was dressed in black, and read a paper acknow- 
ledging the justice of his sentence. Knowles was ajiprehendcd 
November 13th, 1775, and escaped out of gaol in the night of June 
1st, 1776. Having complained of being ill name time before, the 
humanity of the gaoler had so far prevailed, as to indulge him in 
liis apartment without his irons. The turnkey going to lock in at 
about 9 o'clock, observed u bundle lying in the cell, and enquired 
of the prisoner what it contained, he said foul linen ; on the turn- 
key beginning to examine it, Knowles slipl behind him, and drew 
back the lock in the inside ^which the turnkey liad locked himself 
in by, while he had cxammed the cell), put the hasp over the 
staple on the outside of the cell door, which received the hang- 
locK, fastened the staple witliapiece of wood he had made on pur- 
pose, and walked olT. The turnkey finding himself secured in the 
place of the prisoner, called out for assistance ; and though released 
immediately, the prisoner was fled. Knowles was re-taken on the 
afternoon of June Gth, while passing tlie engine of Walker colliery. 
' by some men employed there, who received twenty guineas olfered 
for his apprehension. At the place of execution, a little before ho 
was tunieil off, a great uproar happened among the populace, 
which it was supposed took its rise from the ground of an old pit 
heap, where several people were standing, giving way, and occa- 
sioned 8 sudden outcry, which startled some horses that run 
amongst the crowd ; in an instant the consternation became almost 
general, gome flying one way and some another, without knowing 
for what reason ; in the tumult, many were thrown down and run 
over, hut no material accident happened. 

Same day, Andrew Mackenzie, a soldier, for robbing a .person 
named Temple, on Shields road, was executed at the Westgate. 
Newcastle. He had wrote a confession the night before, which he 
intended speaking at the gallows, but his spirits failed him before 
he had got two lines of it delivered. During the execution of 
Mackenzie, a butcher belonging to Newcastle, named William 
Robson, who had also attended the execution of Knowles, sudden- 
ly dropl down near the gallows, and instantly expired. This young 
man frequently on the moat trivial occasions, would exclaim ■' Gal 
strike me dead .'" It is to be hoped ttiat he was not making use of 
this exclutnatlon when he made his sudden and awful exit. 

September 23. — The foundation stone of St. John's lodge of fVee 
and accepted ntasuns, was laid in Low Friar Street, Newcastle, by 
Mr. Francis Peacock, their worshipful master. Underneath the 
stone was placed a copper plate, with an elegant Latin inscription. 
It was dedicated, October 16th, 1777, with great solemnity. This 
building is now the public Dispensary. 

OrtfAer 10. — Tlie annual fair to be held at Norliani, was called 
for the first lime, in the presence of Sir Thomas Haggerstone, 
bart., in grand procession, accompanied by several gentlemen, 
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.r r iiiL'h Sir Tliomas gavt 
.^ . . .jll attended him, at Mrk- 

« .... iiuuruble society of free aud 

i^c, >tt:ivcastlc, met, and under 

....«i#u A John Errington, esq^ d 

. w^.. jr Northumberland, coDBe- 

. 3 iU Assembly Room, in tbt 

cr «mch they had a very elegint 

i -.4iuiuoerland house, London, hei 

•iruiuiiiberland. Her grace died od 

. .u|iicced her 60th year. December 

. cic nterred at Westminster Abbev. 

• 

. -a.-, 'ut: runeral was as private as couid 

..Am About ten o'clock the procession 

. ..^u .iuu^ie. Early in the evening many 

. i.«aui.t: within the iron gate that leads to 

.^. -.jucy, where the remains of her grace 

. ..at •>! whom had placed themselves upon 

.» .« uie better to see the procession as it 

:icii and boys had climbed up and seated 

ut. ji St. Edmund's chapel, which joins that 

.caii and attendants had not passed the 

..•/uvu three minutes, before tlie whole front 

. riiick heavy oak, with iron bars, and part 

..wai.d in the whole to be upwards oi' three 

..xd I :he sufferers were not to be described, 

It. 'Allowing accidents : — One gentleman 

. . titic boy met with the same misfortune, 

.!ii» broken and were otherwise hurt, a 

^ .jC ill till* head and so nmch bruised 

uu of, and when taken up was covered 

> •«.iV much bruised and hurt. This terri- 
.\. wcremony of interment upwards of 

. woi- the Barras-bridge, Newcastle, Cuth- 

.-. >. 

.'urhdui cathedral being taken, and the 

.,^ .i in;>ecunty and rapid decay, a system 

^•imneneed, under the {mtronage of the 

.^.iiiied with little intermission to the prc- 

...»> the expenses of this re])air were not 

.'ZyMXK annually. 

».• Newcastle to Shields, was this year 
_ ,;.. It is called " the New lload." 

...V near Sunderland, u large toad was 
^, H.«u' liH) feet under ground, on being 

. ^ Jieil. It is stated that in one of the 

..... ..fc?ile, in Nortinunberland, the seat of 
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the earl of Tankerviile. there i> ft marble chimney piece, in sawing 
which from tlie block, a live toad was discovered tliereio. The 
niduB wliere tlie animal had lodged, as it was disagreeable ta the 
eve, by order of one of the late earls was 61Jed with cement. 
There is a painting of this phenomenon in tlie castle, which repre- 
sents the loud nearly as large as a hat crown. It is said that the 
other part of the block of marble was at Horton castle. 

1776. — This year, anoct of parliament was passed tor the division 
and inclosure of certain open common fields, stinted pastures, and 
commons, moors, or waste grounds, wJtliin the manor and parish of 
Corbridge, in Nortlt umber land. 

1777 (Jan.). — Died, at Redwortli, near Heighington, Mrs. 
Lane, in the lOlst year of her age ; she enjoyed a good slate of 
health to the last. 

Janwiri/ 15, — Died, at Alnwick, of the sraall-pox, in tlie 24th 
year of his age, that great and celebrated niathematiciao, Mr. 
William Wilkin. It is not a little singular, that he and his intimate 
and ingenious friend Mr. George Coughran, were both self-taught, 
and both fell victims to the small-pox in their youth. Their 
works in the Diaries and otiier publications, will remain lasting 
monuments of tlieir acquirements. 

PAruary 3. — Died, at the east end of Sandgate, Newcastle, 
Ann Forster, at tlie amazing age of 123. She retained her memory 
ill wonderful perfection, until a few days before her death ; had been 
supported only a few years by the parish, and the small contribu- 
tions of individuals. In her early years, she assisted in carrying 
ballast irom lighters in the river to the Ballast-hills, now a public 
depository for the dead. She was bom in the latter end of Oliver 
Cromwell's protectorship ; and could remember the building of the 
bridge over the Ousebum, at the Low Gloss-houses, at which time 
she was about nine or ten years old. 

Fd/ruary 8. — Died, at her house, tn Northumberland Street, 
Newcastle, Mrs. Waters, a widow lady, in her I03d year. 

Febrvartf 14. — Died, in London, 
in llw <i9th year of his age, Sir Wal- 
ter Blackett, bart., M. V. for New- 
castle, and one of tike aldermen of 
that corporation. He was mayor of 
Newcastle in 1735, 1748, 1756, 1764, 
and 1771; high-xherilf of Norttium- 
berland, 1732; M. P. for Newcastle 
in 1734> and 1741, with opposition; 
in 1747, 1754, 1760, and 1768, wiUi- 
out opposition ; and for the 7th time, 
in 1774, after a severe contest ol' eight 
days. Sir Walter was the oldest mem- 
ber in the House of Commons, Imving 
represented Newcastle near 50 years. 
In 1736, Sir Walter built the library 
on the south side of St. Nicholas' church, in Newcastle, Stt 
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«b md of the !/mr 1736. December 1th, 1754, Sir Waltef 
mu prcsented with the freedom of the Merchants' Company, 
aA« which, the members received an elegant treat at the 
Kind's Head tavern, on the Quay Side. The remains of Sir 
Walter were interred at Calverley, in Yorkshire, agreeably to bii 
tvouest. Dying without issue, the title became extinct. He wu 
« liberal benefactor to the public charities in Newcastle, and par- 
tiCuWIy to the Infirmary of that town, in short, his public and uri- 
We charities were unbounded, so that liis loss was severely tetu 
Lkdy Blackett died, September 2Ib1, 1759, whwh see. There ' 
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irtrait of Sir Walter, in Brand's Newcastle, and a 
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[ Mr. Straker's Memoir of Sir Waltci 

I T77 {Feb. 12^.— About eight o'clock in the evening, the impres- 

cd men on hoard the Union tender at Shields, rose upon the crew 

Bd took possession of the ship, and notwithstanding the fire from 

I. lite other tenders, and Clifford's fort, carried her out to sea. On 

Bibe 14th, advice was received of her sale arrival at Scarborough, 

nftd that only seventeen men had quitted her. 

Fehtiaiy 24. — Lieutenant Oakes, on the impress service >t 

w Shields, having had information that the seamen on board the 

p-.-ec^iers had Icfl their ships,- and taken boats to hinder the retselA 

m tailing that were then ready ; ordered his boats to be manned, 

I to prevent any ill consequences from resistance, took two 

^ttunderhusses loaded witli bird shot. On seeing a boat contamiug 

Wut twenty men, he rowed towards it, but benire he could reach 

1^ Uiey hud cot close to the ships and got on board the Preseol 

cession, John itced, master, where they mustered on the fore- 

le. Joined by a great number of seamen from different ships: 

i whilst Mr. Oakes was employed in securing those for his ms- 

My's service who had not got out of the boat, those on board 

rew large coals and billets of wood at him, threatening his life in 

• most opprobrious manner, and paying no regard to the remon- 
~Dces and expostulations which tie made use of, they continued 

r unwarrantable proceedings so obstinately, that he presentei] 
^ m three limes, and at last elevated it to throw tlie shot above 

• men's heads, but it hung fire, and upon his taking it trom his 
ulder to see what was the matter, it went off and wounded one 

t men assembled on board the Present Succession, so much, 
it he nAerwards died. It was thought scarcely possible for Mr. 
ikes and his people to have escaped with their lives. 
• AftriL — Died in the township of Woolviston, near Stockton, 
lohn Mowbray, aged upwards of 100 years. His wife was then 
Mng, ud was above 100 years. 

MatfS. — During a thunder storm, the house of Hannah Waolaas 

and her son, at Ouston, near Chester-le-slreet, was struck by the 

li)thtning. It entered the house by the roof, and descended to 

the cround-floor, where Mr. Wonlosa (her son), and three of his 

* 'ildrcn wore sitting by the fire-side, struck one of the children 

I one side of the head, and laid it insensible for some hours, 

1 the father and the other two chddrcn off' their seats, one 
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^ anodier, without harting them ; s cat, sitting by the fire- 

■dewas aeYcred into four parts by the H^tnins, which aJso set 

Ae beddiw and furniture on fire» and all was tottuly consumed. 
1777 (Jme)^ — ^There was a very great flood in the high quarter of 

Hexhanashire ; the water descended as it were in sheets, and 

aooking along the ground, on a sudden turned small rivulets into 

unfordable streams, the ground was torn up in many places, some 

bouses filled with water, and even in danger of being carried 
Aivsy ; stone walls were thrown down, pavements demolidied, and 
tbe materials rolled to a considerable distance. 

J^* — Sir John Trevelyan presented to the Infirmary, at New- 
castle* a full-length picture, painted by Sir Joshua Reynolds, of 
Sir Walter Blackett, hart., one of the greatest benefoctors and 
friends to that charity. 

Oeiobtr 2^— The Dispensary, at Newcastle, was first opened 
in a house in Pilgrim Street ; but, upon the funds for supporting 
this laudable charity accumulating, the governors were enabled to 
make a purchase of the free mason's lodge (St. John's), in Low 
Friar Street, to which it was removed in 1790. 

November 3.— At night a dreadful fire broke out in the stack- 
vard at Foxton-hall, near Alnmouth, in Northumberland, which, 
befiire it could be got under, consumed upwards of twenty stacks 
of com, mostly wheat. The dwelling-house, the hay, and one stack 
of bariey, were saved. It was strongly suspected to have been the 
work of incendiaries, as many of the stacks were on fire at the 
same time. 

Neicember 16. — At night, the custom-house, at Hartlepool, was 
burnt down ; a large seizure of goods had been lodged there the 
day before, from which there was great reason to believe it had 
been maliciously set on fire. 

Novanber* — At Whitburn, in the county of Durham, were dis- 
covered, in the thatch of an old cottage, a great number of pieces 
of salver coin, consisting of a few half-crowns of Charles L, and the 
rest shillings and sixpences of Elizabeth, James, and Charles L 

Within the door of Uie Chapter-house of Hulne abbey, near 
Alnwick, there was, this year, found a skeleton, extremely perfect, 
suptKMed to have been one of the superiors of the convent. 

This year, a conductor was aflSxecl to the steeple of St. Nicholas' 
church, in Newcastle, to preserve it from lightning. One of the 
pinnacles was re-built, and several other necessary reparations 
were made at the same time, at the expense of the corporation of 
that town. Mr. Wooler, the engineer, employed by the corpora* 
tion for Tyne Bridge, conducted the business of this reparation. 

The Society of Arts, this year, presented tlie silver medal to 
Messrs. Callander, of Newcastle, for cultivating and curing rhubarb. 

This year, there was an order of common council for conveying 
tlie water in Spring Grardens, at die head of Gallowgatc, Newcas- 
tle, into that town for public use. 

1778 (January 26^.— Died, at Picrccbridgc, near Darlington, 
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Marv Hildray, aged 107 years, & tenant to Lord Darlingtoo, ud 
the Raby family, near 90 years, and was never married. 

ma (Feb. S) Died, at Hexham, Thomas Graham, aged lOK 

years. He was by trade a linker, which he followed till within ■> 
few hours of his death ; but his character was the very revene at 
the generality of people of that denomination. He aerted at 
private soldier in King William's army. 

April 6. — Died, at Heaton, near Newcastle, in the 67th ye 
of his agCt Matthew Hidley, esq., senior alderman of Newcasti^i 
and who had represented that town in four successive parliameD" 
viz. :_1747, 1754, 1761, and 1768. At the general election 
1774, he declined in favour of his son. Sir Matthew White Ridlni; 
bart., he was mayor of Newcastle in the years 1733, 1745, 175b 
and 1759. In 1740 he was elected governor of the Merchmt^ 
Company. April iSth, his remains were interred in the fan- 
vault in St. Nicholas' church, in a grand manner : — The pall i 
supported by the Rev. Dr. Fawcctt, vicar ; Christopher rawci 
esq., recorder ; Aubone Surtees, John Erasmus Blackett. £dwi 
Mosli-y, John Baker, Francis Forster, and Charles Atkinson, es^ 
and aldermen. While memory or record last, the great, the inK 
porlAnt services, Mr. Ridley did Newi'ostle in the rebellion of 
1745, can never be effaced ; when, by his watcliful conduct, coon- 
gels, and stratagems, he diverted the intention of the rebels Irom 
taking this route to the south, and from his own fortune, expended 
a large sum in providing for the safety of that town and couatj, 
at that critical time tlireatened with rapine and plunder ; for whidi 
conduct, on the arrival of his royal highness the duke of Cuinber- 
laod, at the Mansion-house, on his way to CuUoden, he asked for 
Mr. Ridley (then out of bis mayoralty), who being presented to 
his highness, he told him, that he lutd it in eharge fnm Kia raj/al 
JiuAer, to deliver to him hit particular thanks for his loyaity md 
good coruhict m the preservation of this country. There is a fine 
whole-length portrait of Mr. Ridley, by Webb, in the govenian' 
hall, in tlie Infirmary, at Newcastle. See Seplanber, page 171. 

April 26.— Died, in Newgate Street, Newcastle. Mrs. Slack, 
wife of Mr. Slack, printer and publisher of the Newcastle Chro- 
nicle. To her literary abilities, the public were indebted fiw 
several valuable publications f Fisher'* Gratnmar arid Tutor, the 
Pleating Itutructor, SfC.J, adapted to the use of schools, as well a* 
private instruction, which will remain lasting monuments to her 
memory. 

JUag 1.— About two o'clock on the morning, the right hon. Loii 
Algernon Percy, received an express from tlie secretary at wv. 
ordering the Northumberland militia to march to Newcastle and 
Tynemouth barracks. In consequence of which, they marched 
early on the morning, and on their arrival at Felton, his lordship 
generously ordered them refreshment, after which they proceed- 
ed, and on the 2d, arrived in Newcastle, where they were received 
with the greatest joy by the inhabitants, who expressed a heart-felt 



^78.] KEMARKABLB £VENT:S. 813 

?in seeing a Percy heading Northumbria's martial sons. 
Iship marched at the head of them like a true veteran dis- 
fatigue, all the road, excepting a mile or two after leaving 
h, occasioned by a heavy tail of rain. 

(May \0)^ — Susannah Comer, widow, aged 106 years, 
led at Hartlepool. 

16. — A subscription was collected at Newcastle for the 
! of that town, its port and neighbourhood, which amounted 
84. 15^., to which the corporation contributed £1,000. 
. — Died, at Sunderland, Mary Shield, aged 105 years. She 

I the use of all her faculties until the time of her death, 
month, as the John and Mary, Captain Cummins, in the 

de from Newcastle to London, was casting her ballast on 
akson's quay, at South Shields, a discovery was accidentally 
f some silver coin being in it, when a number of people were 
rork with riddles, and a great number of pieces of gold and 
[>ins were found, the latter were the shilhngs and sixpences 
eign of Queen Elizabeth, and the former value about lis. 
: the Henrys, and very fresh. The ballast was taken up 
iver Thames. 

23, — The right rev. John Egerton, lord bishop of Durham, 
ed 1,800 persons in St. Nicholas' church, Newcastle, and 
nme day, the right worshipful John Hedley, esq., mayor, 

sumptuous entertainment at the Mansion-house, to the 
and all the clergy present at the confirmation ; his grace 
ce of Northumberland, the Earls Percy, Darlington, Scar* 
1, and Fauconberg ; the Lords Ravensworth, Algernon 
Emd Fielding, and several gentlemen of distinction, 
tst 5. — A deed was executed for the incorporation of a 

styled the Union Society, at North Shields, for the insur- 
ships belonging to the port of Tyne, to continue for twenty* 

ITS. 

•mber 30. — The remains of a young woman were interred 
Saints' church, in Newcastle, who died in the 15th year of 
!, and what was very extraordinary the body was six feet 
:hes in length. 

her 10. — As some workmen were digging gravel for repair- 
highways, near the Free School, at Haydon-bridge, tliey 
he skeleton of a human body, of an extraordinary size i 

II was entire, and all the teeth in the jaws ; two or three 
ut after it got air ; the under jaw was very strong and had 
teeth except one in the middle, which seemed to have had 
efect before death, though not out. 

^ 20. — Died, at the Low Fell, about two miles from New* 
M[argaret Fen wick, in the 111th year of her age. She en- 
n almost continued state of good health, until within a few 
* her death, and retained her senses to the last. A few 
efore her death, she entertained on new-year's-day, at her 
»use, 107 of her descendants, consisting of her diildren, 
hildren, and great-grand-children. She was also actuated 

I. SB 
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«ich z peculiar humour at every return of lier birtU-day, wli 
«a^ In aild to her stock a new pewter spoon ; so that at her dei 
Ar had u many flpooiia as she was advaoced in years. 

1779 fOcL 28J. — A society for the insurance of ships belODging 
to Kevtaatle, bod their first meeting, and became a body conraraCe. 

Tk nme day, a new dlsgenting raectiog-house on Malio^'f 
E%g. Sunderland, of which the rev. Mr. Heslop, was paator, wai 
«pcaed by the Uev. James Murray, of Newcastle, to the satii&c- 
UB of a crowded audience. 

Hovtmber 6. — A new constructed machine for drawing coalt 
by water was set a-going at Willington colliery, on the river Tyoe. 
Its performances exceeded the most sanguiiit; expectations, uoi- 
formly drawing 30 corves, 30 peeks each, in one hour, from a depth 
of 101 falhoms. 

November "iS. — The new theatre, at Sunderland, was opeoed 



K'itii the tragedy of Percy and other entertainments. 
Tliis year, ^Ir^. Elizabeth Dotmison left £1,500. tl 
)f founding a perpetual school for teadiing poor girls belongiag to 



; parish of Sunderland, reading and sewing. Thirty-six girl* 
are taught and clothed ; each girl receives a full suit of clothes U 
Christmas, part of a suit at midsummer, and two pairs of shoes. 

Park chapel, Monkwearraouth, was built this year. 

This year, a small corps of volunteers was raised in Stockton, 
for the protection of that town. A similar corps, called PnuaoM, 
had beeu raised at the time of the rebellion in 1745, for the nnw 
loyal purpose. 

1779 (Feb. 9 J Died, at Kirkley, near Ponteland, in the 22d 

year of his age, Mr. John Kidd, teacher of the mathematics one 
of the moat surprising geniusses of his age (the celebrated Cougb- 
ran and Wilkin excepted) that this, or perhaps any other nation 
could boast of. 

Ffbruary 15. — On the arrival of the news in Newcastle of the «■ 
quittal of Admiral Keppel,* there was a grand illuminatioa In thai 
town and Gateshead, which was kept up until two or three o'dock 
the next morning, during which time the bells were kept rln^ngi 
accompanied with frequent firing of guns. The next evening, 
effigy of Sir Hugh Palliser, in the naval uniform, was set in ft 
with the common hangman, and proceeded through several st 
of Newcastle, into the Bigg Market (Sir H. holding in his hat 
ttltertd log-book), where he was suspended for some time 
gallows, and afterwards consigned to the flames, amidst the r 
mations of a great concourse of spectators. Soon after this 
inonv, there were some other elfi^iies brought to the pla 
execution, which were also thrown into the fire. During the 
transaction, the greatest order prevailed. On the 18th, the 
and bretiiern of the Trinity -house, in Newcastle, reeoti 
present the Hon. Augustus Keppel, admiral of the blue, 

• Aiiwirol Keppel hiving been chirped by Sir Hugb Palliser with " B 
sleet incaincitTi ^*:-> >" the engagement with Count D'OrviUieri, f 
Ushinl. on the 37Lh of July. 177H. 
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the free dom of that body, which was tniDsmitted to him in an 
dnnt gold box* at their joint expence, April 14th. March the 
Uif Ae thanks of the mayor, the aldermen, sheriff, and common 
eoBBcil of Newcastle, were ordered to be transmitted to Admiral 
Seppd, on his honouaUe acquittal, for his long and eminent ser- 
ntn to his long and ooontry. The letter was conveyed through 
the hands of Sir BiL W. Ridley, bart, and for which the admmd 
riBtdkned his wannest thanks for the honour done him, in a letter 
sddrcsicd to Hi^ Hornby, esq., mayor of Newcastle. Almost 
Bvenr town and Ullage in the two counties, testified their joy b^ 
rrioicings and iUuminatiims. At every place the effigy of Sir 
Ilqgh (with a log^xmk or Mormmg Post in his hand), was shot or 
hanged, and then burnt. At Durham, the effigy was placed for 
tome time in the pillory. 

1779 f March 6J^ — The Anti-eallican, privateer, of Newcastle, 
Muled from Shields on a six monus' cruise against the enemies of 
Gteat Britain, being the first that ever sailed from that port, com- 
pletely fitted and manned. 

March 24. — The Heart of Oak, privateer, mounting 33 guns, 
bekmging to Newcastle, sailed from Snields on a six months* cruize. 
She was extremely well fitted out, and carried 150 men. 

J^ml 10. — During the night, eight of the French prisoners 
made their escape from their place m confinement at Tynemouth, 
bj breaking through the wall mto an uninhabited house, and from 
thence esci^ing by a back door. As soon as their flight was dis- 
covered, parties of the Northumberland militia, to the number of 
100 men, were detached to various parts of the country to ap- 
prehend them; and about nine o'clock the following morning, 
they were aU taken in the neighbourhood of Seaton Delavd, 
sua brought back to their old quarters, where they were hand- 

CDwBQ. 

April dO« — Felling colliery, oif the river Tyne, belonging to 
Charies Brandling, esq., was won, when he gave a plentiful dinner 
and a hearty regale to the workmen. And on the 4th of May he 
gave a gprand entertainment at Gosforth-house on the occasion. 

May 23. — About two o'clock in the morning, a French frigate 
of 24 guns, two cutters, and a schooner, appeared a little to the 
Boothward of Tynemouth, when they fell m with a large fleet of 
bden colliers and other vessels from Shields, several of which the 
enemy took. A small brig, called the Mary, mounting only three 
guns, fought her way through both the cutters for near an hour, 
and escaped, much shattered m Jier masts and rigging. A shame- 
ful neglect appeared on this occasion in the want of ammunition 
at the Spanish battery at the mouth of the river. 

• The inscription on the lid of the box was as follows:—** The gift of the 
oorptoition of the Trinitv-house, in Newcastle upon Tyne, to the Hon. 
Augustus Kepjiel, admiral of the blue, &c. &c., in testimony of their high 
rqpund for his many fiuthfUl and important services to his country •particukir- 
ly for his gaUant conduct on the S7th and S8th of July , 1 778.** l*hc admiral 
returned a letter of thanks dated Audlcy Street, 21 st'of April, 1779. 
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1779 (May 28^ On the nrrival of the news, at Alnwick Castle. 

of tile celebration of the nuptials of Earl Percy, the cannon belong- 
ing that noble edifice, prod aimed aloud, in repeated voilies, the joyful 
tidings ; on which Sir Alexander Gilmore, bart^ Major Catbcart, 
and the other officers of the lOthrcgiiiient of foot, then in Alnirick, 
itnd the gentlemen of the town, in honour of that event, and to 
testily their esteem for the noble Earl Peri^, met at the castle, 
where they were very politely received by Kir. Charlton and fib> 
Maddison (governor of the castle), and elegantly entertained ttw 
whole evening with nines, punch, music, &c The populace were 
also most plentifully regaled with good ale from the eastle cellsn. 
A prodigious large bon-fire nas made near the gateway, imd otben 
in the streets and market-place : which, witli tlic various illumim- 
tions in the difTercnt quarters of the town, afforded a most magni- 
ticent and pleasing scene. 

This month, died at Lairchild, near Atnwick, George Bolun; 
aged 107 years, be retained his faculties to the last. 

July 29. — Was launched at Howdon-dock, on the river Tyiw, 
near North Shields, his Majesty's frigate, the Syren, of 98 giuu, 
commanded by Captain Dodd. and was supposed to be one of the 
finest tVigatcs in the navy. 

August \V. — A fine fulUlength portrait of his Majesty Geoi^c 
III^ painted by Allan Itamsay (son of the Scots poet), a present 
to tJie town of Newcastle, by Sir Matthew White Ridley, barl,, 
was put up ia the Guild-hall, over the entrance into the Mer- 
chants' court. It is now at the west end of the Guild-hall, be- 
tween the portraits of Charles \\^ and James 11. 

August 15. — About one o'clock in the afternoon, the coast rf 
Korthumberland, for upwards of thirty miles in extent, was greatly 
alarmed by an incessant tiring of guns at sea, many being under 
an idea that tlie French were attempting a landing. The circnm- 
stance was, two French privateers, one of IS and the other of 24 
guns, both six-|)oundcrs, met with the Content armed ilnpi 
Captain Roy, belonging to government, of twenty guns, in aaf 
pany with a Greenlandman (whose hands she was upon 4 
look out for), about two or three miles off Alnmouth, wIh 



a sharp engagement ensued, which lasted near two hours, and M 
visible all the time tu the inhabitants of that place and ndgfabc 
hood. At last, the Content compelled the Frenchman ~ 
and stand off to sea with all the sail tliey could spread. 
Grcenlandman (the Frectove of ^^'hitby), stood to the ConM 
the privateers would have been taken, as she mounted 14 six 
four pounders, but being afraid of liersclf, she run close in <d 
During the engagement the people of Alnmouth went to Alaw 
and applied to the duke of Northumberland's agent, who gn 
tliem two mounted cannons and a covered waggon from the o 
which they immediately conveyed to the coast, where the 
country joined them, and made a formidable appearance. A 
press was also scnl to iMorpeth to l^rd Ciiurlcs Montague, . 
mandcr of the Huntingdon militia, who immediately beat to s 
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wben the men tamed out with the greatest akarityy but just as 

thej were going to mardi with two covered waggons with unmu- 

nidoo, another express arrived, with an account, that the Content 

hd beat (rfPthe two privateers. On this occasion a very laudable 

ipirit appeared in the young men at Morpeth, who mustered, and 

agreed to march with uid support the militia to the utmost ci their 

power, in the defence €i their country. The Content had one 

man kiDed, named Lashells, belonging to Newcastle ; two were 

vounded, one of them had both his arms shot off, and it was feared 

would lose his eyesight ; the other was wounded in the arm. 

1779 (Angugt 29), — Died at Cramlington, in Northumberland, 
Mrs. Hallt aged 101 years, widow of Mr. Hall, who had been a 
considerable rarmer there. 

September 20. — The waggons began loading the coals from the 
new won colliery on Wallridge Fell, near Chester-le-street (being 
the first from that colliery belonging to William JoUifie, esq.), to 
Fatfield staith. Some thousands of people attended, preceded by 
a band of music, colours flying, &c. In the afternoon they re- 
turned to the houses near the colliery, where an excellent cold 
dinner was provided, consisting of a sheep roasted whole, six sheep 
in quarters, and half an ox, which was washed down with 18 bar- 
rels of good ale. The bells at Chester were rung at intervals 
during the day. 

November 9, — The following is an extract of a letter from Charl- 
ton, near Bellingham, in Northumberland, of this date — ** It is 
no more extraordinary than true, that about five ducks of the half 
species, belonging to this place, being given to a carrier last Thurs- 
day (Nov. 4), in order to be sold at Newcastle ; nnd, on being ex- 
hibited in the pullen-markct, one of tliem made its escape, and the 
very identical duck arrived here on the morning of tlie third day 
after its flight." The distance is thirty miles. 

November 15. — George Clark, a gormandizing eccentric, of 
Newcastle (well known by the name of Skipper Ciark)^ was found 
dead in the Folly-chare, in Sandgate, Newcastle, through want and 
the inclemency of the weather. On searching his room a few days 
afler his death, were found 95 guineas concealed in a large marrow- 
bone, also £24. in Portugal gold, in a different part ot the room. 
He had been during one part of his life, bellman of NewcaHtle, 
and for many years before his death apparently the roost meagre 
and indigent mendicant that ever travelled tlie streets. For his 
gormandizing exploits, see Jan. 27M, 1742, and Dec. 25M, 1749. 

December 2. — In a very heavy gale of wind, many stacks of 
chimnies were blown down at Sunderland, and ships driven fVom 
their moorings. The east part of the church-yard wall was also 
blown down, and two men buried for some time in the ruins: one 
of them named Muckle, was killed on the s[)ot. At the Hich 
Shield, near th;xliam, a part of a house was blown down, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Bell, with four children, were under the ruins near half 
an hour ; yet, providentially, they were all saved. 
December 8. — About six clock in the evening, a firo broke out 
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in a flax-loft belcmpng to Mr. T. Kidd, at the foot of tbe paw 
leading to the meeting-home in the Grmt-iiuprket, NewcMMi 
which, from its confined situation, and a mrit^-cellar underacsth 
it, exhibited an aspect truly alarming to the nei^hoorhood. it 
continued burning with great violence till after ei^t o*clock, ad 
consumed almost all the flax, together with the roof and flboncf 
the building. The liquors in the cellar were, by die exertioBsof 
the neighbours, happily preserved. 

1779,^ — This year, Close House, in Northmnberlaiid» the seitof 
CalverleyBewidke, esq., was built. At thntime» an old chapel, whick 
stood on the site of the bow-window at the east epd of the house 
was pulled down. 

A presbyterian meeting-house on the Bank-top in the townsbip 
of Westoe, near South Shields, was this year built. It was con- 
siderably enlarged in 1817. 

This year a fine frigate, called the Bellona, waa built fiir go- 
vernment at Stockton. Soon after she was launched, she wss 
ordered for Hull, and on her first voyage from thence, waa wifbrto- 
nately lost in the Texel. 

1780 (March 10^.— Died, at Fatfield, near Chester-le-stieet, 
Mrs. Mai^ret Wilkinson, aged 107 years. 

March 18.— About five o'clodc in the morning, a fire broke oat 
in Northumberland House, London, belonging to his grace the 
duke of Northumberland, which consumed all the apartments on 
that side next the Strand, and a great part of the gallery within 
the gates. It was with the greatest difficulty that the firemen 
could keep the flames from reaching the dwelling apartments, as 
the wind blew in that direction. About nine o'clock the fire was 
luckily got under. The rebuilding the wing which was burnt 
down was estimated at £10,000. besides the loss of great part of 
his gracc^s valuable library, and several capital pictures. 

June 10. — Died, in the 100th year of his age, Matthew Swin- 
hoe, of the Trinity-house, in Newcastle. 

July 10. — Died, in an advanced age, in Newcastle, Mrs. Go- 
meldon, a gentlewoman of liberal education, a great adept in natural 
history and philosophy, and a generous benefactress to the poor. 
This lady published a work entitled << The Medley!^ for the benefit 
of the Lying-in-hospital, and for which she received the follow- 
ing compliment : — << The Governors of the Lyiny-in'-hoipital pre- 
sent their thanks to Mrs. Gomeldon for the large henefaetum cf 
dC53. 10«. Id. being the net produce arising from the puMication cf 
The Medley Newcastle, Dec. Sd. 1768." 

October 2. — The right rev. John Egerton, lord bishop of Dur- 
ham, was pleased to revive the ancient corporation of that city, by 
granting the burgesses a new charter — the old one granted by 
Bishop Matthew, in 1601, having for some years before, been dis- 
solved, and the burgesses rendered inca{)ablc of acting under it, — 
when John Drake Bainbridgc, esq. was elected mayor, and the 
following gentlemen aldermen : Thomas Bainbridge, Joseph Airey, 
Ralph Bowser, Richard Shultleworth, John l^wther, Thomas 
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Duno, John Potts, Christopher Hopper, John Starforth, Willkm 

£ntOD, John HaU, and WiUiam Archer, esqnu; Wflliam Ambler, 

ef^ recorder; Martin WilkiiMon, esq^ town-derk. The greatest 

demonstratioos of joj were shewn in the city apon this occasion. 
la the eveninj^, the mayor gave a mnd entertainment in the 
Town-hall, whidi was besutifully illumuated. 

1780 ^ Oct 25 J 4 — Being the anniversary of the accession of King 
Geoige IIL, when he Altered into the 81st year of his reign, was 
observed in Newcastle with unusual rejoicmgs. The lOu regi- 
ment of foot was reviewed on the Town*moor, by lieutenant-general 
Lord Adam Gordon. The regiment made a very fine appearance, 
and performed what was prescribed with precision. The right 
worshipfnl the mayoK aldermen, and sheriff, weot to St. NichoW 
church, where the rev. Mr. Ellisim preached an excellent sermon 
on the occasion. They afterwards returned to the Sandhill, when 
Sir George Savile's West Riding of Yorkshire militia were drawn 
up^ and made three excellent vollies, when his Majesty's health was 
drunk, amidst the acclamations of the people, after which, Mr. 
Mayor gave a grand entertainment at the Mansion-house, to Lord 
Adam Gordon, commander-in.chief of the district, the earl of 
Scarborough, Sir George Savile, Lord Lumley, the officers of 
both corps, and many of the principal gentlemen in the neighbour- 
hood, when the health of the day and other lojral healths were 
drunk, with a volley after each, from a party of the 10th regiment, 
who were quartered in Newcastle, drawn up in the court-yard ; 
and his worship gave a guinea to each company to drink his Ma- 
jesty's health. In the evening there was a genteel assembly. 

Urovember ll.^Died, at North Shields, Mrs. Ravens, aged 100 
years, who, for upwards of 60 years, followed the business of mid- 
wife in that place. 

November 13. — The workmen began to pull down the houses on 
the west side of the bridge at Newcastle, u>r the purpose of widen- 
ing the entrance thereto. 

December 9. — A shock of an earthquake was felt at Stockton 
and the neighbourhood. 

This year, the old market-cross, in the city of Durham, erected 
by Thomas Emmerson, esq., of London, whose arms were placed 
on the west side, with the date 1617, tNBcoming ruinous, the 
corporation ordered it to be taken down, and with the materials 
was erected the piasza where the markets are now held. This 
cross which had a large pillar in the middle orpamented with a 
dial, stood in the market place, near the pant or reservoir. 

The old chapel, at Tweedmouth^ was this year pulled down, and 
a new gothic building erected in its stead. 

This year, died at Gateshead, Baron van Haake, a native of Sile- 
sia, who had come thither for the purpose of extracting tar fh>m 
coal. 

About this year, the church at Hunstanworth, Durham, which 
is a neat small structure^ was almost entirely rebuilt.^ 

About this year, abundance of copper nails^ an iron hammer. 
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and ottier implements of a Braith's shop, wctc found buried ii 
small ashes of coal, within the foundation of a small circulu 
building, on the aide of Watling-street, near Low Wood-sid^ 
about three miles south of Ebchester. These were clearly Romoa 
implements. 

1781 (Jan. 5J. — Died, at Newsom, near Northallerton, Aon 
Bell, aged 101 years. 

March 13. — Was launched at Monkwcarmouth shorei a bean* 
tiful frigate, called the Achilles, the sole property of Jainei 
Stajford, esq., mounting S8 nine pounders. 

April. — Died, at Broom, near Durham, Elizabeth Linsley, aged 
101 years, 

Maff \. — The new Baths without the Westgate, Newcastle 
were opened for the accommodation of the public. The building^f. 
area, and walks, being all elegantly and completely fitted up. 

June 5. — The foundation Etone of a new Mansion-house wift 
laid at Howick, in Northumberland, the seat of Sir Henry Cnjfi 
bart. A great concourse of genilemen attended the ceremony. 

June 7. — Tlic Argo, a new ship-of-war, pierced for 44 guns, wi 
launched from Uowdon dock. It was the largest vessel that ba 
been launched on the river Tyne. 

June Ifi. — The East York militia marclietl into camp at AytnA 
Banks, on Gateshead Fell, and. on Uic 18th, were Joined by tlNJl 
South Lincoln militia from Tynemouth anil Sunderland. TImi 
catnp broke up on the 29th of October. 

Jtiite. — A large whale, of the Grampus kind, came on shore ■ 
Easington, in the county of Durham. Its length was 18 yanl^( 
and breadth of the tail 7 yards. It became the property of Mdi 
Lambton, as lord of the manor. 

August 20. — John TuIIy was executed at Durham, for robbIii| 
and violently beating (leaviug him fur dead) Mr. Mills, of Moori 
mills. ^ 

Tills month, at Alnwick castle, his grace the duke of NorthiV 
bcrland was admitted to his freedom in the company of butchu 
in the city of Durham, by a patrimoniiil right, when be made^ 
present of a valuable piece of plate for the use of the saidcomptuu 
September ITtli, on his grace's arrival at Durham from Alnwiq 
castle, he was addressed by John Drake Bainbridge, esq., t 
of that city, who administered the oath of freedom to him of tbi 
said city, in the presence of the warden of the company of butcben 
he was attended by the city waiu, and saluted by an harmoaioa 
peal of belis ; to the loaiu and bell-ringers he gave a 
present, and a liberal donation to tlie poor. 

October 10. — About twelve o'clock at uight, a fire broke out j 
a brew-house, in the Market-place, at Rothbury, which burnt i""^ 
three o'clock in tlie morning, and destroyed sixteen houses, moall 
thatched. 

November 20. — Margaret Tinkler, midwife, was executed nei 
Durliam, for a crime in acting or recommending certain m 
to destroy an infant, which was effected, and finally with the d 
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if Jne FtfkinMMi, the mother. Before ihc lefl the gaol for exe- 

coCioii, the coDiinted to a worthy clergyman, and Mr. Smith, 

aBgeoDy in NewcasUe, then present, that she only recommended 

the means, but that the act itself was done by the (deceased woman. 

Qo the dissection of Margaret Tinkler, at a place called White- 

nnocks, near Durham, by Mr. Smith and Mr. Ward, surgeons, in 

Durham, two long black double wire pins, as used at tliat time in 

women's hair, were found in her belly, which it was supposed she 

had swallowed to destroy her life. 

1781.^ — The chancel of Alnwick church, was this year repaired 
by the duke of Northumberland, and may be justly styled superb. 
He also gave a set of silver plate for the communion service. 

This year, in the free stone quarries at Durham, which were 
wrought for the new bridge there, was found an entire fish, in 
figure like the bream, embodied in a large block of stone. On 
separating it, the fins and tail were broken off. 

1782 fJaan^ 1)^ — About twelve o'clock at night, a fire broke out 
in a ship in Sunderland harbour, close to Mr. Thomhill's quay, 
and having her full complement of stores on board, with the guns 
loaded, the inhabitants and soldiers could give her no assistance, 
so that as the fire proceeded, her guns were discharged, and at 
last it reached the powder-room, when she blew up. 

Janvary 28. — ^Died, tlie llev. James Murray, minister of the 
High-bridge meeting-house, Newcastle. He was the author of 
" SermonM to Ministers of State,'* " Sermons to Asses" " History of 
ike Chaxkes of England and Scotland^** <* History of the American 
WoT^ " TrwoeU of the Imagination" " Lectures to Lords Spirit 
tuaU** <' Lectures on Genesis" << Lectures on the Revelation of John 
the Divine,** and many other curious and valuable publications. Mr. 
Murray was a native of Roxburghshire, in Scotland. l*hcre arc en- 
graved portraits of this divine prefixed to his *^ American War" &c. 

Fmuary 19. — Died, at the Mill-house, near Halt whistle, Mrs. 
Margaret Smith, aged 100 years. 

February 27« — A very high wind blew down the roof cf the 
flint glass-house, belonging to Messrs. Williams and Co., in the 
Close, Newcastle, which, falling upon the furnace, soon caught fire, 
and burnt with ^eat violence, until the whole building, except a 
gable end, was destroyed. 

March 4.— Died, in the Friars, Newcastle, John Manners, shoe- 
maker, affed lOTyears. 

MofirA 10.— There was a great fall of snow, and next morning 
a very heavy rain, with a strong fresh wind, which carried oft* the 
snow, and raised the river Tyne higher tlian ever remembered, 
except in the flood in 1771. The rapiditv of the current threw 
down Ridlev-hall bridge, five arches of Hexham bridge, and lefl 
the remaining arches in a very tottering situation ; and also ren- 
dered Havdon-bridge impassible. One man lost his life, who 
by inoprudently attemptmg to catch some wood in a rivulet, 
near Simonbum, fell into the river and wus drowned. As Mr. 
Harbottle of Hexham Grange, his son, and two of his men, were 
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eDilcavouring to save some sheeji grazing on the Haughs, the water 
iurrounded tlietn, and they, by getting on to a tree (on which th^ 
sat from nine in the morning till eight at night bet'oTe they woe 
relieved), narrowly escaped with their lives. Upwards of fiftjr 
light colliers, lying under Tynemouth castle, were obliged to cut 
away or sUp their anchors, anil drove out to sea. 

1782 (MarrJt \b). — Was launched at Monkweannouth Shore, ■ 
beautiful frigate called the Bucephalus, mounting 32 guns, belong- 
ingto James Stafford, esq., built by Mr. Thomas Dixon, of that plaCfc 

This monti), died at Darlington, Durham, John Nichols, a 
labouring man, aged 109 years. 

May 20. — Died, at his house, in the Bigg-market, Newcastle, 
Juhn Bover, esq., captain in the navy, and regulating captain of 
that port. May 33d, his rcniainB were interred with all the 
solemnity of military honour, in St. Nicholas' church, as a teiti- 
mony ot his meritorious services to his king luid country in the 
following manner : — the East York and Westmorland militias, 
with their bands joined, marched from the parade to the hoase 
of the deceased, the rank and file tlien divided, and lined the 
street to the church, when the procc^ion began, with the gre- 
nadicrs (muskets reversed), beadles of St. John s and St. Nicholai' 
with covered staves, bands of music playing the deed much, 
drums covered, boat-aweia, crew (six) of his barge, two and 
two, mutes, his servant, coapse, pall home by Captain PemtJa 
Captain Sinclair of the Queen, and six other navy officers in 
their uniforms. Lieutenant Adamson, R. N., uhJef mourner, other ' 
mournera, the ensigns of the militia, and of the 26th regimeal U 
Tynemouth barra^s (Lord Adam Gordon's), lieutenants, cap- 
tains, colonels. General Beekwith, and Lord Adam Gordon, the 
sherilF, aldurnien, and recorder, two and two, the right worshipful 
the mayor, town marshal, two Serjeants at mace, an officer, a batta- 
lion. After the interment, the grenadiers which were drawn up 
in the church-yard, fired three vollies. Thus did navy, military, 
and civil, with many thousands of people of all ranks, with the 
most minute decorum, pay the last tribute to tlie remains of a good 
and K^lant officer, and a worthy man. 

This month, on the arrival of the news of Admiral Rodney 
having gained a complete victory over the French fleet in the 
West Indies, there were great rejoicings at all the towns sad 
most of the villages in Durham and Northumberland. 

May 21. — Died, at Hurworth, Durham, in the 82d year of lwi^_ 
afre, tliat great and self-taught mathematician, William EmenM] 
whose name and writings were so well known to tlie public! ^™ 
person was robust, rough, and masculine ; his dress was slovenlf 
and mean ; his manners studiously vulgar and abrupt ; his way of 
life as singular as his person, frequently descending to the meanest 
labour and occupations ; ale was his favourite liquor, and his diet 
was low, though he had a fortune sufficient to procure him all tlw 
comforts of life. Amidst these singularities he was acknowledged 
to be the first genius of the age in mathematics, in which hnc la 
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m communicRtiTe and liberal, and althouffh he would assume an 

RTof neglijKence touching his abilities, as ifnot conscious of them, 

ht had mmite pride therein. He afiectcd an air of infidelity 
isieligioiis matten, and was an example to the vulgar not a little 
nprehenaiUe. He was a great contributor to the Ladies* Diary 
mAer the signatore of Mbroves, and for many years unknown, 
tin a transposition of letters discorered his name. Mr. Cloudsley, 
of Darlington, had a fine portrait of him in crayons, for whidi he 
sat to Mr. Sykes. 

1788 ("Jume 24^.— Died, of the influenza, at Stella, in the parish 
of Rytan, Maigaret Bowey, aged 102 years. 

jSme 25. — The East York militia marched from Newcastle 
into cnsp, at Ayton Banks, on Gateshead FeD, and were shortly 
after joined by the North York militia, commanded by Sir Ralph 
MRMUike. Tne camp broke up on the 11th of November. 

Jume^ D ied, in tne poor house, at Gateshead, Mary Cramer, 
Mgti 12D years. 

In die summer cf this year, a man near 80 years of age, and 
hit wife, made one of the caverns under Marsden rocks, near 
Sontti Shields, dieir place of residence. In the early part of his 
fife, he had been a miner, at Allenheads, but having removed to 
Sluelds, to avoid the charge of house-keeping, he and his wife 
formed the resolution to retire to one of these caves, which they 
fumiflhed. The romantic situation of the place, and the singularity 
of the thing, drew numbers of people to visit them, whom they 
accoaunodated with refreshments ; even ladies and gentlemen in 
cvri^es drove to the place, and partook of the old couple's cheer. 

The once august castle of Newcastle, advertised to be let as a 
wind-mill ! ! ! September 14, 1782. 

** A Wind-mill in the centre of the Town of Newcastle." 

^ To be let, the old castle, in the Castle Garth, upon which, 
wid) the greatest convenience and advantage, may be erected a 
Wiin>-MiLL, for the purpose of grinding Corn, and Boltins flour, 
or making Oil, &c« There is an exceeding eood Spring of^Vater 
within the Castle, which renders it a very eligible situation for a 
Br ew ery, or any Manufactory that requires a constant supply of 
water. The proprietor, upon proper terms, will be at a consider- 
able part of the expence. Enquire of Mr. Fryer, in Westgate- 
street, Newcastle." 

Oeloher 9. — A fine new frigate, called the Madona, was launched 
at Howdon dock, upon the river Tyne, which was capable of 
monnting above 90 guns. 

Oel0i«r.— Died, at Morpeth, Barbara SofUey, ased 105 yews. 
Oetcber.'^hik explosion of sas took place in Wallsend colliery, 
by which one man lost his lire. The coal being set on fire, the 
colliery was drowned up to extinguish it. 

This year, Jarrow church was repaired and altered. Some curious 
inscriptions were discovered on this occasion :— a mutilated scidptured 
stone, subject, ah archer shootinff at a stag, supnosed to be Roman; 
two other Roman stones inscribed in bold Roman capitals; an 
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oblong grave stone with a crosier and a key sculptured on it, sup- 
posed to have covered the grave of some abbot or cellarer of thU 
monastery, and various others ; but the most valuable was that 
found built up in the north wall, recording the dedication o£ this 
monastery. See the year 681. Besides these, two square pave- 
ments of Roman bricks were discovered, when the course of the 
road was altered near the east-end of Jarrow Row, and foundations 
of buildings, bearing all the marks of Roman masonry, have fre- 
quently been found in the fields on the north side of the church. 

1782. — On repairing Tynemouth Castle this year, for a place of 
arms and depository ofstores, for the better protection of the port of 
Tyne, and of the adjacent coasts of Purham and Northumberland, 
^fajor Dumford discovered four Roman altars with inscriptions, 
buried in the foundation of the ancient monastery, the beautiful 
ruins of which are now crumbling rapidly to their base. The 
altars are in the possession of the Society of Antiquaries, London. 

This year, the Fauld Pit at Gatesheaa exploded, by which acci- 
dent four lives were lost. These unfortunate men were all that 
were down the pit at the time of the explosion. Three of the 
bodies were got, the other still rematne in the mine. The coals 
worked here were called the Hopewell. This colliery was on the 
east side of the High Street of Grateshead, in what is called the 
High Ward. 

This year, died at Newcastle, Mary Driffield, aged 103 years. 

1783 (Feb, I J, — The Newcastle Fire-office for the assurance of 
houses, buildings, goods, wares, and merchandises, from loss or 
damage by fire, was first opened in apartments at the head of the 
Side, in that time. 

February 6. —Died, in London, Lancelot Brown, esq., (gene- 
rally called Capability Brown), the celebrated landscape gardener. 
He was born at Kirkharle, in Northumberland, in 1716, and left 
his native county in 1739. He was employed by Lord Cobham, 
in improving the grounds at Stowc, and afterwards at Richmond, 
Blenheim, Wimbledon, &c. In 1 759 he was appointed head gar- 
dener to King George II., at Hampton Court, and in 1770 he 
served the office of High Sheriff for the counties of Huntingdon 
and Cambridge. 

February 13. — The sailors at Sunderland having got liberty to 
go on shore, and having a list of persons who had informed against 
them or their brethren, assembled in a great body, went to the 
houses of the informers, some of whom had luckily left their houses. 
Those tliey found, they mounted on a pole, and carried them 
through the principal streets exposed to the insults of an enraged 
populace; the women, in particular, bedaubed them plentifully 
with dirt, &c. Some constables interposing, had their stafis taken 
from them and themselves beat. About six o*clock in the evening 
their numbers had so increased, that the drums of the North York 
militia beat to arms, the regiment paraded the streets, when the 
mob dispersed. But the next morning they assembled in greater 
numbers, and were proceeding to extremities, when the military 
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Lth two justices at their heaJ, the wlioli; dls- 



i|UD appeanim, 
fitttd. 

I78S (March 8 ;. — Died at Hallotreli, near Seaton Delaval, in 
Nonbumberland, Mary Sharp, a widoiv, agvd 109 years. 

Uarek 2G. — Died, in (iatiisliead, Mrs. Mary Tate, aged 1 16 years. 



March — A pair ol crows built tltcir nest upon the top of the 
tube of the vane on the Exchange at Newcastle. The above re- 
presentation IS copied Irom an original sketch. Il is very different 
indeed to that given by Mr. Brand in his history of Newcastle, 
which seems to have no support whatever from the spire, and is 
utterly at variance with his description, for the place on which he 
places his crow's nest is stationary, and consequently cannot turn 
with the wind. The following correct and interesting description, 
together with a sketch of the spire, &c. taken at the time were very 
kindly given to rae by a gentleman (since deceased), who pouessed 
on original account of the progress of the crows, and which was 
never before published. " During the progress of the work, the 
crows experienced many interruptionsi Sometimes when their nest 
was half erected, it would be destroyed by other crows in their 
absence, seemingly with the most inveterate hostility, to prevent 
which, one remained as sentry over the building, while the other 
was abroad in search of forage or materials; till at length, af\er 
many severe conHicls, by dint of courage, industry, and perse- 
verance, they overcame every diificulty and finished their plan ; in 
order to understand which, it must be observed, that the vane was 
affixed to a hollow metallic tube which turned round on an iron 
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Bpire fixed in the centre of the gummil of the pinnacle, and nrarf 
this (at the top and bottom) nas an ornamented scroll, thus, fi~ 
Dpon wliich, with very ercat art and ingenaity, the CKr^t C 
laid llieir foundation : — viz. gpuri and rafters wboac ends rested vjm 
each other, and then others upon them, but sometrbat longer, e^ 
cially on ilie side of the tube directly opposite Co the vane, whid 
was intended to contain the body of the nest ; then smaller pte« 
interwoven therewith, and tlienwattled together pretty tigbtlynxud 
the lube, so that the nest turned round with the vane, and let (bt 
wind blow from whatever quarter, it was continually direct asunit 
the nest, still supported on the opposite side by the spire and b^ 
before mentioned, so that the wind could never discompose il « 
blow it down, unless it bad blown down the vane and perhaps the 
pinnacle also. It might therefore be deemed a master-piece in 
mechanics and architecture. It was remarked, that in the suc- 
ceeding year there was a severe storm of frost and enovr, irhen the 
Tyne was three times frozen over in one winter, a circumstance 
not before remembered by the oldest person living, duriug which 
the crows had a comfortable habitation, and having prolonged their 
residence there for some years, they, all on a suddea, n-ithout soy 
visible cause or molestation, quitted their wonderful building, ■□■! 
never resorted to it again. A short time subBequent to their 
departure, the exchange took fire, which, had they remained, might 
probably have destroyed them as well as their curious erection." 
They attempted to bmld it again the year following, but other 
crows, with the most determined opposition, prevented them; 
however, in the years 1785, 1786, 1787, and 1786, (he same crowt 1 
built on the same singular place, and succeeded each year in hatdb* | 
ing and rearing their young. 

n83{Jfaffl5J.~-Tbe 
Scale or kale Cross, 
at the foot of the Side, 
Newcastle, wa» begun 
to be rebuilt under the 
direction of Mr. Dwid 
Stephenson, arvhiteel, 
at the expense of Sir 
Matthew White Rid- 
'ley, hart. In August 
_ . 1786, the top wag d^ 

corated with the figure of a lion couchant in the front, and vaan 
at the corners. Being considered an inconvenience to the street, it 
was taken down in 1807, and presented by the corporation to its 
donor, and was set up in his grounds at Blagdon. This ctU repre- 
sents it previous to the decorations being added. 

f- naS Jvlif 7^.-~Uied, at Durham, in the IMth year of his igBb £ 
Wdliam Towson, who had been a foot soldier under the duke l(| 
Marlborough. 

Juli/ 21. There was a violent sto^m of thunder and lighlniM 
two cows were killed by the tightaiiit^ on Gateshead Fell, a 
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Rplp in Northumberiand, an old roan aitti^g cm a pole acroai a 
gitmjy was strode instantlj dead. On one side of nim a young 
BMBiitdng on the ground was also struck, but received no materiu 
Jiijuiy* one of his 1^ was slightlj burnt, and the clothes upon him 
were torn the whole leiwth ; a link of his watch chain was mdted, 
md a part of it soldmed to his watch ; a dog lying near was also 
struck dead. 

1783. — ^This month was finished the celebrated Tower at Bristee^ 
near Alnwick* built at the expense of his grace the duke of Northum- 
berland. The foundation of this tower was laid near five years be- 
fore, upon the top of a 1<^ hill, within two miles of Alnwick. The 
who^ height of the tower is ninety feet. 

Auf^ua 2. A dreadful storm o£ thunder and lightning, accom- 
panied by hail of an uncommon size, occurred at Stockton and the 
neighborhood. The hailstones were, in fact irregular pieces of 
ice, each of them having a sort of an eye, or place from whence 
another seemed to have been broken off near the centre. They 
measured firom three to five inches in circumference. The damage 
to the windows at Stockton was estimated at £150. Both before 
and after the storm, the air was uncommonly sultry. A fiumer 
near Portrack happening to have a loaded gun in the house at the 
time, fitted one or the hailstones to his piece, and fired it through 
an inch deal. 

Auffusi 6. — Died, at Sedgefield, Durham, William Hall, formerly 
a fiumer, aged 101 years. 

August 18. — Robert Storey was executed at Durham, for the 
murder of Thomas Idle, better known by the name of ** CockU 
Gecrdy^ from his goin^ about selling cockles. Being in a public 
house where Idle had mcautiously shewn several guineas. Storey 
way-laid him for the pur{»08e of murder and robbery. 

S^pUmher 24. — Died, in Sandgate, Newcastle, John Wilson, la- 
bourer, aged 105 years. 

This month, as some workmen were digging up the foundation 
of a house at Wooler, which had belonged to the earl of Derwent* 
water, they found several crowns, half-crowns, shillings, and six- 
pences. &)me of the coins were of great antiquity. 

November 5.-p-The new Theatre at North Shields was opened 
with a new occasional preiude^ written by Mr. Cawdell, and the 
comedy of the Bold Stroke for a Husbandy (never before having 
been acted in the country,) with a new musical farce. 

November 11. — A bull was baited in one of the principal streets 
of Alnwick, and during that brutal performance, the poor enraged 
anhkial threw down two tradesmen of that place, one of whom had 
hii leg broken, and the other received a most violent wound on his 
head. 

November 15. — Died, at his lodgings near the Forth, Newcutle, 
the Rev. Mr. Joseph Cooke. Mr. Cooke was the son of a shoe- 
maker, at Hexham, and bom in the year 1710. He had his edu- 
cation as King's scholar, at Durham school, and afterwards entered 
in Queen's college Oxford, in which he took the degree of M. A. 
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In due tiniCi he was ordained, and not long after, was the curaU 
of Embleton, in North umberiand. Here a turn for mysterii 
him to study mystic writers, and he soon caught the same entho; 
tiastic flame which warmed them ; and was looked on as a second 
Jacob Behmen.* though he liad some notions peculiar to himsi 
For here he publicly as well as privately, maintained, that 1 
christian dispensation did not abrogate the Mosaic institution^ 
and actually supported his doctrine of the necessity of circumd' 
sion, by practising it upon himself. It was on this occasion tha^^ 
he assumed the names of Adam Moses Emanuel, and ever aftcs 
constantly signed himself A. M. E. Cooke ; even when he becama 
more cool and temperate, and less under the inHuence of his form* 
er extraordinary notions. While he was curate at Embleton, be 
also made an attempt to follow the example of Christ in fastioc 
forty days, and, what is astonishing indeed ! had resolution aoa 
strength to fast seventeen days witliout a taste of any thing whaU 
ever, and for twelve days more, to allow himself each day only ft' 
trifling crust of bread and a draught of water. In short so strangB 
were the notions he broached, and so extravagant his behavioui^' 
that he incurred the displeasure and reprehension of his superioit' 
in the church, and was by them soon discharged from his curacy, 
On this our Jewish Ckrutian, in his canonicals, and with a lot 
beard, the growth of which he had for some time encouragei . 
went to London, where he commenced author, and published ma- 
ny pieces of unintelligible jargon, in politics and divinity, Ac. twi' 
Iilays, and many whimsical projects, amongst others, one for cot 
ecting all the markets into one grand subterraneous one, undn 
Fleet-street. It was here he first signalized himself by stre— 
preaching, which he afterwards very frequently practised wheH^ 
ever he went, particularly in this town, and in Oxford, where a* 
hearing the University sermon in St Mary's, he used to give Hit 
text a mxond discussion in the street, in which he generally tosi 
excessive liberties with the first. And strange as his sentiment 
and his expressions were, larded with long, though faithful, ex 
from the Classics and the Hebrew Dible, he had always, i 
latter place, a numerous, respectable, and attentive audienc 
When m London, he conceived the odd notion, that all the g 
things of this world should be common, and even this notion be ii 
some degree put in practice. For he would go into a colFee-h 
in the morning, and take to his own use the first muSin and pot (i 
coffee he saw set on any of the tables. The strangeness of his Mi 
pearance, or the knowledge of his character, used to screen hill 
from the expostulations on the part of the gentlemen, for whotf 
the breakfast was intended, nor did he meet with interruption IrOlt 
the waiters till he had finished, and after saying a short eracci w 
going towards the door witliout discharging the reckoning. Tl 

• Jicub Bobmen was amvetic philosopher of Gctiiibd;, who treated oft 
creation of tbe worU, the nature of God, ofmiuiioraniuiiilj, ptiinta, &£. I 
most voluminously, but in «i> obsrure and difficult » Ay\e, Ibat creu hiiol 
difcipks coidd not underftsncl bini. 
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fnfti htfuiti masler would then expottiilate» while he would prove 
1^ «oA amdiigmr9f that the good things of this world were com- 
Boo ; the budu would then mm a ring for the dis|Nitanti» till the 
wt would be obliged to give up the contest, unable to make ob- 
jections to arguments, broi^t by the other firom the Talmwiisit^ 
md from Hebrew, Greek, and llatin authors. After he had gone 
00 fcM" some time in this eccentric manner in London, the charity 
of some clergymen got him sent to Bedlam, where he staid two or 
three years. When discharged from thence, he travelled over the 
greatest part of Scotland on foot without a single ftuthing in his 
pocket ; subsisting as he says in one of his pamphlets, by the con- 
tributions of the weU-disposed. He then went to Ireland, and, 
after travelling over the greatest part of that kingdom on foot, 
went to Dublin in 1760, where he was kindly entertained, for some 
time, by the society of Trinity CoUege. When he returned to 
England, he visited Oxford, where much notice was taken of him 
by some gentlemen of distinction, particularly by the head of one 
of the colleges, with whom he lodged. He, about this time, form- 
ed the project of visiting the interior parts o£ North America ; a 
project, which, till within a few years before his death, he wished 
to put in execution, but never could from the state of his finances. 
After living in London many years, he came down into this coun- 

2, and, until a few years before his death, subsisted on a pension 
>wed him by the '* Society of the Sons of the Clergy ;' amus- 
ing himself with writine odes, letters, epigrams, strictures of one 
kind or other, and, which was his last undertaking, a plan for the 
alteration of St. Nicholas' church in Newcastle, and a project for 
making, what he called, a grand universal churdi u|)on true evan- 
gelical principles. 

1783 (Nov. 17 J. — ^William Alexander was executed on tlic Town 
Moor, Newcastle, for the forgery of a bill of exchange, purporting 
to be drawn by Samuel Jenkinson, of New York, on Messrs. Grey 
and Ogilvie, London. He was carried from Newgate to the place 
of execution in a mourning coach (provided by the sheriff, Mr. 
Soidsby), attended by the Kev. Mr. Brown, ordinary of Newgate, 
and the Rev. Mr. Grant, a dissenting minister ; on his road, and 
after his arrival there, he read with the greatest composure tlie 62)d 
chapter of Isaiah. He alighted from the coach, and ascended the 
cart with the greatest firmness, and proceeded to address the spec- 
tators from a written form which he had previously composed. 
After some time spent in prayer, singing psalms, and other devout 
exercises, he was plunged into eternity. After hanging tlic usual 
time the body was cut down, put into a coffin, and conveyed back 
to the prison, where it was lodged till the evening of the 19th, 
when it was decently interred in St. Andrew's church-yard, the 
funeral service being performed by the Rev. Mr. Brown, and was 
attended by the shenfF, Dr. Rotherani, the Rev. Mr. Grant, and 
Mr. Harle. A copy of his speech was given to the sheriff, and af- 
terwards printed, as were likewise his meditations, &c. 

November 19.^— At night, the Freemason's lodge at Sunderland^ 
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was discovered to be on tire ; and before it was extinguished, all 

f the furniture, pictures, &c. were conaumed, and the house adjoining 

,1- \/JL, very much domageil. 

t-*' 1783 fNov. 5i*J— A fire broke out in Field-well house, near 

^ Gateshead, belonging to Mr. W. Wilson, farmer. Tlic home and 

furniture, the byers and bams, which were full of com, and man; 
implements of husbandry were destroyed. 

Decrmbcr 4. — A tire broke out at Dipton-mill, near Hexham, 
which entirely consumed the same, together with a drying-kiln, the 
dwelling-house and out-houses adjoining it. A part of the house- 
hold furniture was, with difficulty, saved from the flames. 

This year, a fine Koman altar, with an inscription, was discover- 
ed at Risingham, in Northumberland. Innumerable Komao oo- 

I tiquities have been found at and near this place. 

I The church at Wholton, in Northumberland, was this year re- 

[laired, and parapets and pinnacles addud to the tower. This church 

I is very ancient. 

The outer light-house on the Fern Islands was swept away by the 
sea, in a heavy storm at south-east. 

The old White Cross in Newgate Street, Newcastle, was pulled 

Died, John Sylvester, of Tynemouth, aged 107 years. 
Tliig year, a subscription was commenced, which, in a abort time, 
amounted to a large sum, for the purpose of converting St. Nicholas' 
Church, in Newcastle, into a sort of cathedral, but the curious will 
, ever regret the change, as by it nearly all the fine old funeral 

^ monuments, &c were destroyed. The following particular acconot 

of tliis dilapidation is from Alderman Hornby's MS. notes, ta 
Brand's History of Newcastle. " In the year 1783, a plan was p9- 
posed, which was carried into execution in I7H4 and 17S5, for 
moving the place for public service to that part of this chi 
which is east of the cross aisle. The old pews were entirely «»] 
moved, and the new ones made unil'orm, and of oak. The oi 
was brought to front the east, and the west end of the church 
separated by an inclogure, as in cathedral churches. The old 
which were formerly in the choir, were placed in St Mary's poi 
which was fitted up for daily prayers, and the inclosure of 
George's porch removed, and a gallery for the grammar 
boys, and below it seats for the charity children, were fixed in 
room. In doing this, it became necessary to take up all the 
stones in the east part, and a resolution was taken not to pei 
any burials there in future. Those who had burial places n 
mostly satisfied with others assigned to them in that part where 
old pews were removed I'rom ; but by these means, you are iofiMiB- 
ed of tlie deposit of remains as in that place, which lie in i 
parts of the church. The curious large old stone, with the ini 
tiou to the memory of John Bennett, master of the ordnance ii 
north, which was in the inclosed jiart of the choir, now lie> m 
the south porch, and, indeed, very narrowly escaped being inch 
ed in a very indecent aiid unjustifiable depredation commit) 
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» diurcbwsrdens, who sold all the old tomb-^loucs, which 
• Mther not cUimetl, or belonged tu tiunihes now cxtiitit, 
' (wmf of which were ver^ large and of blue marble), to a per- 
MB* who was btiildiog a bouse in the *New Streel,-)- and who 
ivied them in the foundation, llie stone coffin fomierlv found 
b Aia cfanrch, u •rell as that found in the tower on the bridge, un- 
derwent dte Mme fate. The mutilated monument of Sir Ceorge 
Sdbf and liia lady wss disposed of in the same manner, as wan 
*Im the ancient one of George Car, tfae inscription upon which and 
part of the ornament si the west end, were accidentallv rescued by 
me, and arc now in the garden behind my house in Pilgrim Street. 
The old croEs-lc^ed knight was preserved by Mr. ti«her, clerlt 
of St. Nicholas, and now lies under one of ihe arches on lh<- south 
side of the church." 




Bourne says, ■< Under the south window of thin porch, (St. 
Mary's) lies the effigies of a man with his legs across, and hit dog 
at his feet, having his escutcheon of arms and sword. This, wc 
are informed, was the fashion of burying tlioie only who look v.\vm 
them the cross, and were nutrked with thu bodge of the cross for 
■acred warfare, in recovering the Holy Land from the Turks, lie 
b suf^Kued to have been one of the family of the Scroopcs." 




This cut represents it m its present state, having been ckanc d and 
raised upon a pedestal at the cxpencc of the late Uev; ,Inhn Smith, 
vicar of Newcastle, and who caused it to be replaced in .St. Mary's 
porch under the reading desk. 

* Chiisluphet BUck<t, rost-mMter. t MoeUty Street. 
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'i'lie curious ul(i monument lo the meaiory of tlie MatlJison Iktnilj 
lias Burviveil the varioua dilapidation a which this church baa ud- 
dergone. This luotiument, ivliich is of marble, and affixed to a 
piilar in tlie south aisle, has been paltitcd and gilded. iL contaim 
at the top the images of Faith. Hope, and Charity, with their usibI 
attributes ; below these are the statues ol three persons of each 
MIC, in suppliant attitudes, and on their knees. Those at the detk, 
OS represented in ihe following wood cut, are evidently meant fv 
Henry Maddison, and Elizabeth his wife. Undemeath these iic 
sixteen smaller statuen, representing their ten sons and six dai^> 
ters. Henry Maddison was mayor of Newcastle in 1623. He dwtl 
July llih, 1634, ajjedtiU years. There is a beautiful aeries of shieldi 
on this nionunient, pointing out the inter-marriages of the Madditcn 
tiimily. 




The beautiful and curious monument of William Hal! and Ji 
his wife, which was erected by Sir Alexander Hall, knL their 
surviving son, has also escaped the hands of the despoilers, 
the exception of the inscription which was torn away at this til 
to make room for the walnscolting of a pew. In the centre is r^ 
sented the statues of Hall and his wife, kneeling at a desk with 
books upon it, (their hands arc broken off* as shewn in the following 
wood cut), below these are sfx smaller statues, supposed to repre- 
sent their son and five daughters, also kneeling at a desk. The ' 
scription, which had been tossed about among the lumber in 
George's porch, was, by the Rev. Archdeacon Singleton, 
first visitation, ordered lo be restored to its original place where 
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DOW i>. Wtlliani Hall waa mayor of Nevrcastle in 1624. He died 
bjaly 1631, gged 63 years. These are the only ancient luonu- 
Buiti worth notice now rentaining in the church ; many elegant 
onei havr, tince this alteration, been erected. 




1784 fja». U;.— Died, in Newcastle, Mr. Thomas Slack, who, 
for many years had carried on with credit and respectability, the 
business of a printer, bookseller, and publisher of the Newcastle 
Chronicle. He was the author of Th» British Iftgociator, Banker's 
Guide, and other books of calculation, published in the name of 
S. Thomas. 

March. — As some men were ploughing in tlie lands of Swaitcs- 
hall, near Barnardcastle, they turned up several pieces of siher, 
which, upon examination, wure found to be coins of Henry !•< 
which had in all probability lain in the ground near GOO years, and 
what was very remarkable, a tradition of treasure being tiid there, 
had been bonded down in the family for ages. 

April 5. — The master and brethren of King George's lodge, 
Sunderland, accompanied by a great number of brethren from the 
neighbouring lodges, went in procession to lay the foundation stone 
of the Phtenix lodge. After the usual ceremonies, coins of his 
majesty George HI., and an elegant coronation medal of Queen 
Charlotte, were deposited in the stone, and above them a copper- 
plate on which was engraved an elegant Latin inscription. April 
5th, 1785, the lodge was dedicated with great solemnity. 

Ma^ 10. — Workmen began to pull down the huildings in the 
Black Swan entry, and Bird in Bush Yard, on the west side of Pil- 
grim-street, Newcastle, for the purpose of forming Mosley- street. 

Mai/ 16. — A fire broke out in the pottery at St Anthony's, on 
the river Tyne, Newcastle, belonging In Mctiri. King and Co., but 
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wt» got under after danuging ft greftt quMiti^ of laUhLmnri 
part of tbe building. 

17S4 (Mag 17^.— Workmen bman to pull d«wii At kna 
which formed an an^le between me fbot of tlie Side wi tt 
Sandhill, nearly o[q>oute to tbe fbot of the Butchera' Bank, Nn- 
caitle, for the purpose of widening that reiy namnr and dat^an 
turning. 

Mag IB.— A fire broke out in a joiner'* aliop in the Nria 
Heugfa, Newcattle, occaaioned by an oil pot baring been cardo^ 
left on the fire, which boiling over, eotirelj eonaunwd theikft 
and every thing it contained. 

May 27. — A fire broke out in a joiner's ibop, down an enH; ii 
the F1e«h Market, Newcastle, which entirely deatntyed the 
with its contents. 

Jwu 1. — The breweiT and malting at Whitley, near VtA 
Shields, belonging to Mr. Hall, took fire and were entirdy csfr 

Jmu 18^-A fire broke out in the shop of Mr. Kidd, flax-drem 
in the Groat Market, Newcastle. It was somewhat renunkable, dx 
in tbe course of a few years, Mr. Kidd had a warebouae entirdy coa- 
sumed, and his shop twice on fire, but — "^ — :-i— j ~:-t — » — l 




Auffurt. — The New White Cnws, in Newgate Street, New- 
castle, was finished. It was built on the plan, and under tbe in< 
spection of Mr. David Stephenson, architecL It was ornamented 
on the four sides with the arms of the mayor, magistrates, and 
sheriff*. It was in considerable forwardness, when the inhalntanU 
in the neighbourhood petitioned the common council to have a 
clock in it, which being agreed to, the present turret was adopted 
in lieu of the original design. This cut represents it prior to its 
removal to the New Butchers' Market in 1B07, where it now is, 
but in an altered form. 
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Ik 1784 (August 9J^A balloon was set oS from the Sandhill, 

L Newcastle, by Mr. Clarke, jun., for the benefit and enlai^enient of 
as eminent teacher, then in Newgate, for a debt contracted when 
^1 in a biul ctate of health. It continued in view about ten minutes, 
^ when it disappeared bv its great elevation. The sum collected 
'mg amounted to £33. which answered the intended purpose. 

AvffuU 26. — James Chambers and William Collins, two sailors, 

the former a Scotsman, the other an Irishman, were executed on 

g the Town Moor, near Newcastle, for the robbing of Mr. Jasper 

I Anderson, of Coxlodge, near his own house, on the ISth of the 

~ preceding November. They both appeared exceeding penitent, and 

perfectly reconciled ta their fate ; they were conveyed to the place 

of execution in two carts. Chambers attended by the Hev. Mr. 

Laidlaw, a minister of the church of Scotland, aiid Collins, by the 

Rev. Mr. Cordell, a Uoman Catholic clergyman. 

September 2. — As some workmen were digging under a house in 
the Old Flesh -market, Newcastle, they discovered, at the depth of 
18 inches Irom the surbce, two human skuils, and several other 
bones, which liad apparently belonged to full grown men or 
women. 

October 30. — Died, at Birtley, in the parish of Cliester-le- Street, 
Elizabeth Errington, aged 104 years. 

November 23. — A fire broke out in a bakehouse, at Monkwear- 
tnouth-shore, which entirely consumed the same, two houses ad- 
joining, and much damaged a third. 

November. — An explosion took place in Wallsend colliery, by 
which three men lost their lives. Another explosion occurred in 
December, when two men lost their lives. These explosions were 
supposed to have taken place at the spark of the steel mill, by the 
light of which the people were working in the sliall. The bodies 
were not recovered for several months. In repairing the shall 
after these explosions, the mode of throwing the rays of the sun 
down a shaft by a mirror, so as to light it, was accidentally dis- 
covered in the following manner : — while the people were working 
in the shall, at about 80 fathoms from the sur&ce, a carpenter was 
employed to do sometliing at the head framing immediately above 
the moulh of the shaft, and in using his saw, he turned the bright 
blade of it accidentally, so as to throw a pencil of the sun's rayssud- 
denly down the pit, to the great terror of the workmen below, who 
thought the pit had fired again. The cause of their alarm being, 
however, soon discovered, it suggested the idea of applying a mir- 
ror to throw the light of the sun down the shall, which mode of 
lighting has since been frequently resorted to when other lights 
could not be used. 

This year, died at Alnwick, Hugh Rowland Hughes, aged 1 15 
years. He had had four wives, by whom he had 23 children. 

1785 (Jan. \b}^—A. sheep belonging to Mr. Robertson of Bo- 
lam -moor-house, was dug out of the snow alive, ai^r having lain 
six weeks covered over a very consider^le thickness. 

February 6. — Died, in London, Matthew Duane, esq., the moel 
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eminent conveyancer of his time. He was Fellow of tJie Royal ai 
Antiquarian Societies, and a trustee of the British Museum. " 
a Bkilful collector, he left behind liim a complete series of Syrian 
Phoenician, Grecian, Koman, and other coins. He was the friend 
and patron of the polite and fine arts. The body arrived in New- 
castle on the 26th of February, and the same evening was mterrell 
in St. Nicholas' church, where a neat mural monument is placed 
to his memory. 

1185 fMayS J. — Under this date, the following paragraph oppeM 
in Mr. James Fordyce's " Chronology," London, 1823 : — " A ria 
among Me teamen at Shieldt ; the riot act read, the milibtrg ^firwd 
and nearlif tirty persons hilled" ! ! .' This is most wonderftil in 
formation, and as such an occurrence is not known to have lake! 
place at Shields, I have printed it to italics. 

May 26. — Died, in the alms-house, at Bishopwearmouth, OanitA^ 
Stuart, a travelling bookseller, aged 105 years. He was supposed 
to be the oldest bookseller, or jlying stationer, in Great Britaiik 
He travelled the country and the town of Sunderland, within half 
a year of his death, and what was very remarkable, he never 
use of spectacles. 

June 12. — The church of St. Nicholas. Newcastle, after u 
going great alterations, was opened for divine service. 

June. — An explosion occurred in Wallsend colliery, by whicki 
one man lost his life. This was the first explosion which was A»t 
tinctly known to have taken place at tlie steel mill. Some doiMI 
remained up to this time as to whether the fire dump wouU 
explode at the spark of the steel mill or not ; but the &ct wMN 
clearly ascertained on this occasion, as the person, John SelkiiKi{ 
who was " playing" the mill at the time survived the accidenL * 

July 25. — John Winship, a farmer, in the neighbourhood t 
Monkwearmouth, was executed at Durham, having been convicted 
of poisoning his maid-servant by administering certain drugs M 
produce abortion. His body was given to the surgeons for dissect 
tion, and was opened by Mr. Wilkinson, of Sunderland, who, in 
the presence of many gentlemen of the faculty, delivered alectun 
on tne contents of the crantunt, thorax, and abdomen, 

August 1. — Four persons were executed at Durham, *iz.^- 
William Hamilton, and Isabella his reputed wife, for breaking int 
and robbing the house of John Smith, of Stobbalee, near Witto 
Gilbert, and cruelly using tlie said John Smith and his w'iSa 
Thomas Elliott, for horse- stealing ; and Duncan Wright, for houa) 
breaking. 

August 16. — William Graham, for house-breaking, and Willia 
Cockburn, for horse -stealing, were executed at Morpeth, pursuai 
to their sentences. 

S^ttember 8. — Late at night, one of the sugar-houses of Mem 
Forster and Co., in the Close, Newcastle, was discovered to be o 
fire ; and about two oclock on the following morning, the fi 
burst forth from several parts of the building with such drvadfli 
fury, that the prospect became in a moment Ihc most sliockingw 
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trenndoaiv immnttkin can oonccive. Ev«iy Attempt to stop iu 
prapett mpearra for some time to be fniitkit. Ine lingmg of 
die fee-belly procured the almost immediate assistance of all the 
fire-engines kejpt in the town, which, by the exertions of tlie fire- 
men aSod other inhabitants, were rendered of the most important 
senrice in preventing the flames from communicating to tne sur- 
roonding buildings. In a few hours the whole of that extensive 
erection, the sugar-house fronting tlie river, with a great part (tf 
the faluable stock, was reduced to ashes. Mr. Clapham's brewery, 
adjoining, unavoidably shared the same fate, and considerable 
dtmage was also done to the buildings on the opposite side. 

1785 (OtL 16^_Died, at the Grange, Miss Ann Allan, aged 
68. On the 25th her remains were interred in the family vault at 
Qvlii^ton, accompanied by the tears of the poor, and the lamen- 
tations of all. The pall was supported by the two Mr. Ardens» 
the hon. Mr. Vane, Sir John Eden, Sir Henry Vane, Mr. Tempest, 
Mr. Robinson, and Mr. Nesham. A dole was given to upwards of 
9,000 poor people. The late eminent antiquary, George Allan, 
Esq., F. S. A. << In gratitude to her memory," had a portrait of this 
lady engraved for private distribution. It is enmved by Collyer 
fh>m a painting by Hay, and exhibits a fine-lookmg old lady, seat- 
ed in a chair, with a book in her hand. 

OtuAer 31. — Died, in Sandgate, Newcastle, Elizabeth Jameson, 
aged 100 years. She lived in a garret wherein she was bom, and 
brought up a large family, without having ever changed her situ** 
tion. 

Dteember, — An explosion took place in Wallsend colliery, by 
which unfortunate accident two men lost their lives. 

This year died, Mrs Carr, of the Quay Side, Newcastle, aged 
100 years. 

In the winter of this year, the entrance of Sunderland harbour 
was warped up by a large sand-bed, which extended quite across the 
mouth of the haven, leaving scarcely depth of water for tlio en- 
trance of a light vessel. In consequence of which Mr. Stout, the 
resident engineer, suggested the erection of a temporary wooden 
pier, which was immediately adopted, and in a few months there 
was a deep and spacious channel. This beneficial result induced 
the commissioners to commence the building of a permanent pier 
of stone. This is the north pier. 

This year, a Grammar-school was built by subscription at Stock- 
ton, on a plot of ground leased under the bishop of Durham by the 
corporation. i 

A Dispensary was this year established at Durham. Out of this 
charitable institution, arose the present Infirmary of that city. 

The latter end of this year, there was a violent storm on the 
coasts of Durham and Northumberland. A great number of ves- 
sels were wrecked, and not less than 39 lay upon the beach be- 
tween Hartlepool and Seaton. 

1786 (Jan. 1^-— The Presbyterian meeting-house in the Half- 
Moon-lane, Gateshead, was opened for divine service. 

TOL. I. XX 
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17B6 (Jan. 16/— Died, at Chester-le-street, Mra. Banm'i 
the lOlst year of her age. 

January 28. — A boar, the property of Mr. Graham (Giib)tf 
Newcastle, having escaped from his confinement into the street, i 
servant, named Joseph Smith, was despatched in pursuit of Ua 
The man followed the animal into the narrow lane behind Hi^ 
Friar-street and the town*8 wall, from which it was neceswyli 
turn him towards home, and made several attempts to drive li 
back, by throwing stones. The furious beast at last flew upoa is 
wretched victim, and, seizing him by the upper part of the thif^ 
tore him dreadfully. Some persons overhearing his moans, cms 
to his assistance, when the boar flew at them so furiously, that thej 
were glad to make their escape by getting over an adjoining mB; 
after which the boar returned to his prey, and tore him upwardf ii 
such a dreadful manner, that he died in a few minutes after. Hie 
boar was shot immediately, and buried in the Carliol Croft, (dqv 
Carliol-strect, &c.), but some persons afterwards dug him up. 

January 30. — At this time there was a " House of Lords" is 
Newcastle. It consisted o^ a number of respectable tradesmeB 
who met for the purpose of discussing politics. I filossess an en* 
graved ticket which appears to have been given to JLord Scottj oo 
his creation, and having taken the oaths and his setU in the vpfst 
house. This ticket contains on one side, *< Newcasti^e House or 
Lords, Geo. Scott, No. 719,** encircled with barley in stem, sur- 
mounted with a spread eagle and crown, with the motto " Hovi 
SoiT Qui Mal y Pense; and at the bottom of all, is the msoe^ 
pots, glasses, pipes, &c. On the back of the card, ** Jan^ 30th, 
1786, E. Humble, Sec'^.*' This was the very respectable book- 
seller of that name. The sign of the Spread Eagle (*' the House 
of Lord's Arms"), was at the bottom of tlie Groat Market, adjoin- 
ing to Denton Chare. 

March 18. — The following appeared in the Universal Register 
of this date : — ^< On Friday morning last, was found dead in his 
bed, at an obscure lodging near Chiswell-street (London), Mr. 
Swan. He was the only surviving male-heir of the late Tliomas 
Swan, esq., alderman and mayor of Hull, in Yorkshire, who left 
estates to the amount of £20,000 per annum, which he had been 
trying (in vain) for above twenty -five years to recover. The his- 
tory of this unfortunate man is no less remarkable than that of his 
father, who, when nine years of age, in 1705, (to disinherit him) 
was trepanned from his father's house, Richard Swan, esq., of 
Bcnwell Hall, near Newcastle, and put on board the new Britannia 
brig, was wrecked on the rocks of Scilly, with Sir Cloudesley Sho- 
veKs fleet, and was afterwards taken by an Algerine vessel, sold for 
a slave, and af^er four years* imprisonment, was set at liberty by 
the Redeeming Friars. Afler this he was again taken prisoner, 
carried and sold for a slave to a planter at South Carolina, where 
he suffered almost every human woe. He returned again to Eng- 
land, ai^er a banishment of twenty years, in 1726, and was identified 
at Newcastle by his nurse and his father's footman. He directly 
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hid claim to the eaUtea diuded to ; but having neither money nor 
IKendi living to anist him, all his effort* proved abortive. After 
thii he lettled at North Dalton, near Hull, where he married one 
Jue Cole, by which marriage he left the above untbrtunate Wil- 
Em Smn ; he aAerwards died. of a broken heart at the above vil- 
^ in 1735." 

1786 (jfyril S4;^-Died, at Jarrow Quay, Mr*. Eleanor Rail- 
Ma, aged lOS yean. She could walk about, and read without 
yectacTes to the day of her death. 

JpriL — An exploaicm took place in Wallsend colliery, by which 
mfbrtunate event six human beings lost their lives. 

Majf i. — Died, in Mr. Davison's hmpital, in Newcastle, Mrs. Mar- 
garet Hobson, aged 100 years. She was the first woman that en- 
tered that building after its being opened for the reception of 
poor freemen's daughters. 

Majf 15. — Died, at Picktree, near Che«ter-le-street, Mr. George 
Bell, in the 103d year of his age. 

Thia month the burial ground at the Ballast-hills, near Newcastle, 
was begun to be encircled with a wall built by subscription, being 
before entirely open. This old wall becoming ruinous and inade- 
quate for the protection of the dead, and the cemetery excessively 
crowded with interments, the corporation granted an extension of 
ground, and a parapet wall with high iron ^isadoes, and two neat 
atone bouses have recently been built by subscription. 

Maff 24.— Sir Henry George Liddelt, 
bart., of Ravensworth castle, in the county 
of Durham, in company with Mr. Bowes, 
and Mr. Consett, embarked at Shields, 
on board the Gottenburgh Merchant, 
Captain Fothergill, on a tour through 
Sweden, Swedish Lapland, Finland, and 
Denmark, which was performed in about 
three months. It is said that this tour 
was undertaken in consequence of a 
wager made by Sir H. G. Liddell, of 
going to Lapland, returning thence in a certain time, and bring- 
ing home two females of that country, and two rein-deer. What- 
ever truth there may be in thisjreport, it is certain tliat Sir Henry 
brought two Lapland women and two rein-deer to England. The 
women, whose names were Siobbb and Ahba, were kept for some 
time at Ravensworth castle, where they were considered as great 
curiosities. Many presents were made to them, and they were 
sent back to their native country at the expense of Sir Henry, 
with about £50 in money, which they looked upon as great riches. 
An account of this tour, with plates "by Bewick, whs [tublished by 
Mr. Consett. 

June 6. — Died, at Sion House, near London, in the 74'th year of 
his age, the most noble Hugh, duke and earl of Northumberland. 
June 2Ut, his grace was interred witli great funeral qtlendour iu 
Westminster Abbey. 
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1786 (Jwne 27/— The bill for taking down and rebuildiBg All 
SainU' Church, in Newcastle, received the rojal aaaent. The 
church was so ruinous that it was hazardous to assemble anj kmger 
therein. August 14th, the foundation stone of the new building 
was hud by tlie Rev. James Stephen Lushington» A. M. and vior 
of that town, assisted by Mr. David Stephenson, architect to tfae 
building. Under tlie stone was deposited a plate with a ssitalde 
inscription. The present building stands west of the aile of the 
old structure. 

July 17. — Three hundred fine salmon were taken at cme dran^ 
below Berwick Bridge ; and a few di^ after, one hundred M 
fifty-five were taken at one draught in the same place. 

August 9. — The post-office was removed from the head of tbe 
Side, to No. 9, Mosley-street, Newcastle. It remained in this 
public street until the year 1829, when it was removed to the eait 
side of St. Nicholas' church-yard, an obscure situation, genersUj 
complained of. 

August 21« — Francis Blenkinsop and Morley Tewitt were exe- 
cuted at Durham, for house-breaking. 

August 27. — Died, at Bishop Auckland, Mrs. NaBsomey in the 
105th year of her age. 

August 30.^Henry Jennings was executed on the Town-noor, 
Newcastle, pursuant to his sentence for horse-stealing. At the 
place of execution, he delivered an explanation of the cant terms 
used by robbers, pickpockets, &c., which he desired to be pub- 
lished for the benefit of the public at large. During the awful 
ceremony, a boy named Peter Donnison, was apprehended pick- 
ing the pocket of a gentleman standing near the foot of the gal- 
lows. 

September 2. — As Mr. William Hedley, in company with se- 
veral others, were viewing the remains of the steeple of the old 
church of All Saints, in Newcastle, after it had sustained a blast 
with gunpowder, and the worionen were preparing for another, a 
few of the upper stones appearing to give way, they were fore- 
warned of their danger ; but Mr. Hedley ran unfortunately in the 
way, and one of the stones fell upon his head, which crushed it 
so dreadfully, that he soon expired afler his being carried home. 
This gentleman was deeply regretted, particularly at Bourdeaux« 
in France, where he signalized himself, on the 25Ui of July, 1783, 
in so courageous a manner, by saving a child from drowning, as 
drew the attention of the whole kingdom of France, insomuch that 
his praise was resounded from the capital itself; no one else daring 
so dangerous an enterprise. 

September 19. — Mr. Lunardi, having undertaken to make an 
aerial excursion from the Spital-field, in Newcastle, on this day 
(Tuesday) at one o'clock, he began the process of fiUine the 
balloon. When it was about two-thirds full, a quantity c^acid 
was added to accelerate the process. In a few minutes, a consi- 
derable effervescence was perceived ; and, in order to ascertain its 
force, Mr. Lunardi drew tiic plug from the funnel, which was 
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followed by llie emission of a quantity of gas : the sudden Doise of 
which gave an unnecessary alarm to several gentlemen on that 
nde of the balloou, who rushed from their stationg, and by their 
motions and involuntary expressions, dictated by groundless ap- 
prehensions, caused the others near them to quit their hold, and 
fly to the opposite side. One side of the balloon being, by this 
means, totally deserted, its strong jpo'*^'^ of ascension tore the 
neck where it joined to the barrel. The noise of this being beard, 
and the gas escaping in a considerable quantity, notwithstanding 
Mr. Lunardi's assurances of safety, and his entreaties not to quit 
their hold, the alarm became general, and in a few seconds the 
balloon was liberated. It immediately disengaged itself from the 
barrel, and ascended with great velocity. One of the ropes, fas- 
tened to the top of the balloon, was retained to oiisist Mr. Lunardi 
in descending ; of which, during the operation of filling, Mr. Ralph 
Heron was kind enough to take the care: and having inadver- 
tently coiled it round liia hand and arm. he was by that means 
unfortunately carried up by the balloon, to a great height; his 
weight having turned llie balloon, its top, to which the rope was 
tied, tore away, and brought with it the netting, which accom- 
panied the young gentleman in his fall into a garden adjoining. 
The groans and exclamations issuing at this moment from every 
beholder, formed a chorus the most distressing that can possibly 
be conceived. He did not appear to have received any eittemal 
contusion from the fall, but complained much of pain in his back 
and intestines. In this state he continued for a lew hours, and 
then expired. The following copy of Mr. Lunardi's hand-bill, 
iasued the following day, will shew that gentleman's feelings on 
the occasion : — " Mr. Lunardi is deeply afflicted for the melan- 
choly accident that attended his endeavours to gratify the curiosity 
of the public with the ascension of his balloon ; and is only to be 
consoled by tlie reflection of its having been occasioned by circum* 
stances which it was not in liis power to prevent. It remains for 
him to yield his own wish to fulfil the expectation of the town, to 
the feelings of a parent, wounded by the loss of a most amiable 
Bon ; and to forbear a repetition in this town, which, without fault 
on his part, has been fatal to the peace of a respectable family. 
The unvaried success of his former exhibitions, though the re- 
membrance of it now serves but to embitter his grief, will, he 
hopes, rescue him, in the eyes of a just and generous people, from 
any imputation injurious to his honour. — King's Arim, JVewcaille, 
Wedmsday, Sept. 20, 1786." 

1766 (SepL SO^^Died, at the Westgate, Newcastle, Haimab 
Bichardeon, in the 103d year of her age. 

Thb month, the duke of Newcastle was appointed lord-lieuto- 
nant and custus rotulurum of the county of Northumberland, and 
of the town and county of Newcastle. 

November 13, — The royal iiutil-coach commenced running to 
the south, from Newcastle. Nov. 22d, The first mail from New- 
cuile to the south, \v;is conveyed by the royal mail-coach. 
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Nov. 27th, The mail was conveyed from Newcastle to the Dotk 
by the coach for the first time. 

1786 (Nov, 24^. — A most shockine circumstance happened tf 
Benwell, near Newcastle. Mr. Sparke, whose mother fonndy 
kept the Black Bull ale-house, in the Flesh-market, Newcsde, 
having spent a considerable part of the evening with his motbo; 
in her apartment up stairs, and having, it was supposed, got hia- 
self rather intoxicated, came down, and told the maid-servant be 
would kill the cat, when he instantly caught hold of the aniosL 
and dashed out its brains ; afler which he ibrcibljr turned the giri 
to the door, and locked it after her. She went to a neighbounsg 
house to stay till the morning, when she returned and found tk 
door open, and was met by her master, who informed her, he hid 
been fighting with the devil all night, and had killed him, and k 
was then lying dead up stairs, dressed in his mothers clotfaei. 
The girl did not much regard what he said, as she had discovered, 
several times previous thereto, strong marks of insanity ; but think- 
ing her mistress unusually long in coming down stairs, she went up 
to awake her, when, on entering the room, a most dreadful spec- 
tacle presented itself; Mrs. Sparke lying dead, wounded in manj 
? laces, and the bed-clothes, all bloody, strewed about the room. 
Jpon examination, her neck being black and swelled, corroborated 
with other circumstances, the jury gave in their verdict, wi^ 
murder by her own son ; on which he was committed to Morpeth 
gaol. Previous to this act, he had been intoxicated for some days, 
which never failed to produce delirium, which often occasioned 
him to commit acts that testified the most perfect insanity. At 
the assizes, held in Newcastle, in August, 1787, he was acquitted. 

November, — Died at Sunderland, Priscilla Liddle, aged 106 years. 

December. — Died in the workhouse, at Wolsingham, Ralph Wil- 
son, in his 1 01 St year. 

This year, the names of the streets in Newcastle were first put up. 

The Society of Arts, this year, presented the gold medal to 
Thomas White, esq. of Retford, in Nottinghamshire, for planting 
10,000 English elms upon his estate at Butsfield, in the parish of 
Lanchester, county of Durham. ITie following year, the same 
gentleman received another gold medal, for planting 37,000 alders 
upon the same estate ; and in 1788, he was presented witli a third 
gold medal, by the same society, for planting 50,000 oaks on the 
same estate. 

A presbytcrian meeting-house having this year been built in 
South Shields, near a hill to which the burnt rubbish of a glass- 
house was led, took fire, and burnt with such unremitting violence 
as to render every endeavour to extinguish it in vain. It spread 
itself under the foundation of the meeting-house, which it burnt in 
such a manner as to leave nothing standing but the east and north 
wall, with which the roof was propped up. The diligence of the 
people to save the materials was very great ; and in one day, ten 
men were carried out nearly suffocated with the sulphur proceed- 
ing from the fire under the building. 
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K — At the seBsions in Newcastle, Hugh Peel, 
te-dealer, was convicted ofa frauiluleiit deceit, in putting olfa 
lie de Crou nole, of no value, as and for a Newcastle bank-note 
of tile value of £5., to an unlettered person, in part payment of the 
price of a niare, which Peel had bought of the said person ; for 
which Peel was ientenced to 12 months' imprisonment. The fol- 
lowing is ihe fonn of this fictitious production of wanton wit. It 
was cut in copper, with a view of the Scale Cross at the head : — 

N". 0o47 

tJ' ^rCmede to pay Mr Btnj Bulk 

r Bearer on Dematid ihe Sunt of Two Pence, P'alw received. 

&talt tie CrO00 ISanb* Newcastle. 24 Janr 1784 

Far Sir J. Duncan. Hide, Strap, Last, Awl * Self, 

Jacob End. 

C-too |}tnte, 

Ene' Jw Bock N°. 0o47 

.V. B. Our EUala ItabU and Cupper (o*™. 

A few weeks after the tslahtishment of thit bank, Ihe proprietors 
gave two guineas to the Newcastle Dispensary, and one guinea to 
the LyinfT-id Hospital ! 

January 30. — Some workmen, by accident, discnvered in the 
north side of St. John's church-yard, Newcastle, a few inches be- 
low the surface, the body of a lemale without a head, and only a 
coarse cloth wrapped round it, part of which was much stained 
with blood. The coroner's Jury sat on the body, and brought in 
their verdict, wilful murder by some person or persons unknown. 
The body being a slate of i^reat putrefaction, was buried as soon 
as possible. Tliia extraordmary circnmstance gave rise to many 
conjectures and suspicions, whereby many characters were accused ; 
the magistrates, therefore, much to their credit, examined the affair 
with a most scrutinous eye, and, from the mysleriousness of the 
case, inserted the following advertisement in the Newcastle news- 
papers : — " The body of a female, supposed by the surgeon coro- 
ner, who eitamtncd it, to be about filleen years old, and to have 
been dead about twelve months, having been found by some la- 
bourers, employed in levelling tlie back part of St, John's church- 
yard, wiihoul a coffin, lightly covered with earth, and in a situation 
that induced a suspicion of some person bebg murdered, a Hbward 
of Twenty Guineas is offered by the corporation of Newcastle 
to any person who shall give such information as shall lead to a 
discovery, or to a satisfactory explanation of (he circumstances 
occosioning the suspicion— ZW« C/erkt Offiee, Feb. 1, 1787." 
In consequence of the above advertisement, the body was taken 
up. February the Glh, for the inspection of a man and his wife, 
whose daughter had been a servant in Newcastle, but left her 
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■bee the iVNcding April) from which period thejr had not heart 
Hj M X o mt t of her. On examming the body, U was found so mo- 
AlBd sod pruCrified, that no distinguishable marks could be di»- 
eofwnd ; it wxt, therefore, re'iiiterred as soon as possible. Seven! 
penoa* were examined with respect to the disappeamnce of a girt 
^Mil that time, but nothing was elicited to convict any of them. 

1797 (Fei. 20J. — Died, in Percy-street, Newcastle, Elizabeth' 
ElKion. aged 103 years. 

MartA 10. — As some labourers were levelling a piece of grouii4 
near the bum on the west side of Woolcr, they discovered, in the 
midst of a large heap of stones, a human ^eleton, quite entire, and 
fenced on each side by a row of flat stones standing on edge, whldl' 
served to support a large broad one on the top, as a cover. Tht 
bones, on being touched, Lnslantly mouldered to dust. 

March 18. — Died, in Westgale-streel, Newcastle, John RothenuUt 
esq., M. D, Dr. Rotheram was very eminent in the line of hi| 

firofession, and had a very extensive practice. He gave publio 
ectures in IMr. Parker's long room, in the Bigg-market, Newcastl(^ 
on the nature and properties of water, explaining and illustrating 
the same by a variety of curious and entertaining exneriniebti. 
Sept. 22, 1770, he published, " A Philosophical Inquiry on tbe'' 
Nature and Properties of Water; with elegant Copper-plate Rgi 
of ihe several Salts." Dr. Hotheram was the author of the \ 
quinade which was found posted upon the door of the Exchange, 
in Newcastle, af^r the removal of the statue of Charles II. ti ' ' 
building. Set page 280. 

April 23.— Died, in Sandgate, Newcastle, Elizabetb Cowejih 
aged 102 years. 

April i^i. — At night, a blacksmith, in a state of iDtoxic8tu%' 
fell asleep in an open window in Sandgate, Newcastle, from whenO; 
he fell into the street, and in falling, a crook caught hold of hil'_ 
jaw-bone, by which he hung till it gave way. He languished &f 
the following evening, and then expired. 

June. — Two sparrows built their nest upon the topmast of f 
■hip lying at Newcastle Quay, and deposited therein six eggi 

July 24. — There was in the neighbourhood of Newcastle, _. , 
very heavy falls of rain ; for a short time it descended in such ton 
rents as to have the appearance of an immense body of water. TbI 
Pont was swelled so much as to carry away several tons of hayira^ 
the meadows adjoining it. But consequences of a much more i"" 
astrous nature attended the rapid swelling of a small rivulet I 
runs jHkst Wallbottle. A small arch having been cast over i 
rivulet, an embankment of earth was formed upon it for the [ 
pose of making a wa^ou way from an adjoining colliery ; the a 
being too small for the admission of the body of water, and 
trees, hay, &c., brought down by it, was soon choaked up, and ^^ 
water then forming an immense lake in the valley above, at len^ 
burst down the embankment, and rolling with an impetuosinr 
scarcely conceivable, instantly carried away an adjoining mill, 
la wcrking Id it, who was drowned at a moment he ni^ 
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10 danger. In its progress to the river Tyne, it carried away tlirec 
iiODies at the east end of the village of Newbum, where three 
people unfortunately lost their lives ; all the houses in the low part 
of the village were nUed wiUi water, and the inhabitants having no 
ttrebension of their danger, escaped with great difficulty. 

1787 (Jufy 27^.- .Being the birth-day of Lord Barnard, when 
hk lordanip came of age, great rejoicings took place at Raby castle, 
Duiington, Staindrop, Bairnardcastle, &c. &c. 

AmguU 15. — Diedf, in London, Mr. Joseph Reed, in the 65th 
jeir cf his age. He was a native of Stockton, and by profession a 
lape-maker, but is well known as a dramatic writer ; several of his 
|iieoes keep ixMsession of the stage, particularly his << JRegitter 
Qffieef" which is considered his chief production. 

Same day, at night, four prisoners effected their escape out of 
tile gaol €(£ Newcastle, by breaking away the iron bars that enclos- 
ed the privy on the east side of the prison. Having previously got 
aU their irons sawed off, they made their escape before any alarm 
was given. 

Awgusi 20. — The philanthropic John Howard arrived in New- 
Gtstle, on his tour through England and Scotland, on the benevo- 
lent purpose of visiting the prisons. Several new regulations which 
be pointed out, the mayor gave orders to be put in immediate exe- 
eution. He was invited by the chief magistrate to make the Man- 
ikm-house his home, whicn he politely declined. 

This month, died, at Akeld, in Northumberland, Mrs. Kerr, 
aged ill years. 

October 10. — By a great flood in the river Wear, the bridge 
over it at Witton-le-Wear, was entirely swept away. Consider- 
able damage was also done to the lands in the neighbourhood that 
were overflowed by it. 

October 21. — Her grace the duchess of Northumberland arrived 
in Newcastle, from whence she went to Heaton Hall, one of the 
seats of Sir M. W. Ridley, bart, where her children underwent 
inoculation for the small-pox. On the 28th his grace joined the 
fiunily at Heaton, where he staid till the following morning, when 
he set out for Alnwick castle. At Felton his grace was met by 
about 200 of his friends, tenants, &c^ who accompanied him to 
Alnwick, where every demonstration of joy was testified by the 
inhabitants on the arrival of their noble visitor. About 150 gentle- 
men dined at the castle, where every thing that could contribute 
to the harmony, joy, and festivity of the company, was amply sup- 
plied. An ox was roasted whole in the market-place, three butts of 
ale. were sent from the castle to regale the populace, and two guineas 
were given to every tavern and ale-house in the town for the. same 
purpose. In the evening the whole town was illuminated, the 
cannon at the castle were fired, and, in short, the whole day spent 
in testimonies of esteem for this illustrious family. 

October. — The stables of Chipchase castle, in Northumberland, 
took fire ; but the doors and windows being partially closed, it was 
entirely extinguished when the doors were openea next morning. 
VOL. I. . Y y 
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Tliree valunbte hones were suftbcated, but the other damage di 
WHS trifling. 

17ti7.— This year, a bill received the royal assent, to enable U 
majesty lo hccDse a play-house in Newcasde. I 

The hooourable Mr. Kaby Vane; this year, made the pari^C 
Soundrop a preeent of six bells, cast for the purpose in Loadi~~~ 
Mid the nslit noDourable the earl of Darlington, presented the a 
'^ — \ with an excellent organ, the organist of trbich iras iIn 
lied tnd paid bythe same peer. 

B (J&m. \9). — 'The curious roof of the elegant new church of 
AB Swiat a NewcKtfe, was completed and excited great admin- 
lii^ 1W wfiJiliim, WW put up, taken down, and the whirie of 
tlw ri TO Mi l iwfy piece of work completed in six weeks, in very 
ted vmlMr, Hid when the da\-s were at the sho^teB^ 

JtwHwy 1& — The new bells in the newly-erected stee{rie oT 
KmA SfcitMi (IVnenMUth) church, were rung for the ftrst linu: 
ii fciaamiff vTlhe Queen's birtli day. The steeple was built by tub- 

JftHmiry il. — The new Theatre-Royal in Newcastle was opennl 
with the comedy of " The Wai/ to keep Him," and " The SuUan.'' 
Among the performers were Cooke, Munden, Whidock, &c. 4c 
The season was dosed with the comic opera of " Inkle and Yarim,' 
and the farce of " The Midnight Hour." The season consiatcd rf 
forty-one nights, which produced £3700. The scenes, wbid wen 
(Minted by Mr. Edward Edwards, justly met with the utmostap- 
girobatlon. Mr. Edwards (who was aflernards asEocuie W 
teacher of perspective in the Royal Academy), whilst in NewcMtle, 
made drawings of the Exchange, Westgate, &c., which were n- 
(fTHved for Mr. Brand's History of Newcastle. This theatre wit 
erected by shares of £30. each, lliere were 129 sabicribeti, 
which proiliict'd £3870. 

This month ti light-house was erected at lilyth, at theexpence 
of Sir M. \V. Ridley, bart. 

April \. — In the morning a dreadful lire broke out in the to- 
bacco and snuff manufactory at Chimney-mills, near Newcssde, 
which, together with the stock in trade, ond all the valuable ib». 
chinery, were totally consumed ; the wind being exceedingly Ix " 
communicated the flames to the adjoining dwelling-houses, w' 
producedatruly melancholy scene of distress. Itwasnotgotu 
until a considerable part of the dwelling-houses and fumituM'fl 
the inhabitants were consumed, especially those of the « 
belonging to the manufactory. 

May 16.— Died, at Whitby, Mr. Lionel Charlton, an emiot 
matliematician. He was born on the 'HA Dec. 1720, at Uppet ' 
Stobbilee, in the parish of Bellingham, Northumberland. Mr. C- 
who it appears was lame from his youth, after being siHne years at 
a Free Grammar School, attended the University of Edinburgh &r 
one or two seasons. About tlie year 174B he settled in Whitby ai 
a teacher and land-surveyor. In addition to a thorough knowledge 
of mathematics, and of the Latin language, he had some acqiiaintsnoe 
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nth the Frencli, and his ichool» which wat for many yean 

the principal one in Whitby, produced a number of excellent 

chofan. It wat towards the close of his life, when he had long 

hen acmiainted with the a£birs of Whitby and vicinity, that he 

■dertOM the arduous task of writing a history of the town and 

ikkejm Several years were spent in unwearied persevcranco in 

fffBfrtmg noaterials for his history, which was puUished in 1779, 

m one volume, quarto, with illustrations. It was the first history 

uf that town, and does great credit to the learning and industry 

if the antbiv. 

1788 (May 24^. — A melancholy accident happened at Tanfield* 
Ul (a Terj ancient seat of the Spearmans, but then occupied by 
famcra)* occasioned by the sudden falling in of tlio roof tliereot, 
idiich unfortunately buried two children, at play on the ground 
iaor, in the ruins. The crash being heard by a person going past 
the place, he, on examining into the cause, was led by the groans 
of one of the children, to remove with tlie greatest alacrity a con- 
■denUe part of the materials, and happily disengaged that child 
liive^ but much bruised ; the other having been instantly crushed 
lo death by the great mass of rubbish from under which it was dug 
out* 

Jwm 27«— As the Rev. Mr. Warrilow, Uoman Catholic priest oi' 
Newcastle, was going into tlie boxes of the tlieatre of that places a 
nan genteelly dressed came up to him, and attempted to takr llio 
aralch out of his pocket, but having pulled it in an ol)Uc|ue dir«H*« 
kkxiy it stuck fast, and Mr Warrilow ^>erceiving his intention, laid 
hold of his arm ; he, however, immediately got it discngagcMl, und 
walked up into the green boxes, where he stood looking on I hi* 
ilage till Mr. Warrilow went to him and accused him ol Ihu at* 
teni|iC, which he denied with great firmneu and Aav^ffiir, and nflt*(*t* 
ed to be much insulted by the suspicion; he tlicn walked (l(»wn 
stairs and into the opposite green box, but seeing Mr. Warrilow 
determined not to leave him, lie went again down stairs and walk- 
ed^ carelessly out of tlie theatre, when, Mr. Warrilow having pro- 
cived a constable, he was apprehended in Drurv Lone, llu 
naderwent an immediate examination before Mr. Aldermnn Uiid- 
maoy and being unwilling to ffive any satisfactory account of him- 
self, he was committed to uio custody of a serJ4»ant at niacuf till 
next morning, when he was a^ain examined before the ccnirt of 
aldermen. He there said that his name was Jones, but tliiit circiini- 
atanoe being doubted, a sailor was brought into court, who inudo 
oath that he knew him to be the rtnowned pick-|>ocket Harrington ; 
lie was thereupon committed to Newgate, and intelligence sent oH* 
to the public oiBce in Bow-street, an advertisemunt having hvvn 
puUished from thence, charging him with having picked Iho 
pocket of Haviland le Mesurier, esq., of twenty guinoaH and M-hulfi 
and offering a reward of five guineas on his cominitinent. Ihirriiig- 
ton was acquitted of this rolwery. Sept. 82d, 1700, \w was tried 
fiar stealing a gold watch, chain, and seals, from Henry Hare 
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Townsend, esq., and sentenced to be transported to Botany Bsf, 
where he rose to considerable eminence. 

1788 (Aug. 6). — John and Robert Winter, the lather and ion, 
were executed at Morpeth, pursuant to their sentence, for break- 
ing open the house of William Charlton, esq. of Heslejrside; as thej 
had lived for many years in a course of the most daring and ihatat' 
less villainy, at their death, they testified the most brutal want of 
feeling, fear, or compunction. See Aug. 10. 1792. 

August 28. — Thomas Morton, one of the guards of the Rojil 
Mail-coach, undertook, for a considerable wager, to throw a stone 
over the highest vane of the steeple of St. Nicholas' church, m 
Newcastle, which he accomplished with ease at the fourth throw, 
the stone being seen several feet above the highest pinnacle of the 
steeple, which is 194 feet high. 

Sepiember 22.-— The fishermen belonging to Cullercoats, cau^t 
two young sharks off that place ; they had each two rows of teeth, 
and measured near six feet in length. 

September 24. — Eight new bells were landed at Newcastle, fitmi 
London, for Gateshead church, and on the 15th of October, were 
rung for the first time. 

This month, the arch of the Low-bridge, or Nethernlean-bridge, 
which formed a communication between Pilgrim-street and St. 
Nicholas' church-yard, over the Dean, Newcastle, was taken down, 
in order to form and open Dean-streeL This bridge was strongly 
cramped with iron, and was evidently of Roman work. Mr. Bourne 
says, this bridge is chiefly famous because the Roman waU went 
along it. 

October 18. — The first number of a newspaper, entitled " The 
Newcastle Advertiser," was published in Newcastle by Mr. Matthew 
Brown. After Mr. Brown's death in 1803, it was purchased by 
John Thompson and Charles Hutchinson, and afterwards by John 
Thompson. On the 3d of October, 1811, it was sold to Mr. Ed- 
ward Humble, bookseller, who tried different days of publication, 
under the new title of " The Freemen's Weekly Post," and for 
some time with a second title of " The General Hue and Cry." 
At last this paper was discontinued in Newcastle, and << The Dur- 
ham County Advertiser" arose from it. See September 10, 1814. 

November 5. — Being the centenary of the glorious revolution, it 
was observed at Newcastle, Durham, Sunderland, Shields, Mor- 
peth, &c., with every demonstration of joy. Many parties of 
gentlemen met in various inns in Newcastle, to celebrate the event 

November 9. — This day (Sunday), during divine service in the 
afternoon, a dreadful fire broke out in the house of Mr. Sweet, 
baker in the Castle-garth, Newcastle, which entirely consumed the 
same, together with 53 sacks of fiour, and a considerable sum of 
money. 

This year, Grindon church, in the county of Durham, dedicated 
to St. Thomas a Becket was nearly rebuilt, and the lead roof re- 
placed with slate. The structure consists of a nave and chancel, 
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lidiout tower or aiilet. Near the centre of the floor are two blue 
ittm laid doie together. A late search proved that two perBoiw 
mfy had been interred hefe. Beneath the floor was virgin wil and 
Hmog day, unmixed with any mouldering relioues of mortality, till 
at the depth of six feet, two ponderous oak coffins were discovere<l 
&st decaying amidst the wet undrained clay. 

1788. — The church at Greatham hospital having become ruinous, 
was this year taken down, and the present neat structure built at 
the expence of the master. 

1789 fJan. 12V« — In the evening, during a severe frost, a coble, 
with three women and one man in it, was inclosed by tho ice iu 
the middle of the river Tyne, near Newcastle, where it remained 
till next morning, when the people were got ashore in a most 
terrible situation, but by proper care, they were all perfectly recover- 
ed. On the 13th there was a most dreadful storm of wind, accom- 
panied with heavy showers of snow. In tlic afternoon several shiiM 
were driven from their moorings. The Merchant, of Newcastle, 
and the Berwick* of Perth, were driven from below tlic Low-crane 
to within a few yards of the bridge, where tlicy were i)rovidentially 
stopped by the ice, three keels and a boat were driven ogninit 
them, the latter of which was split in pieces. At tlie lower imrt of 
the quay all the ships were driven foul of each other. The Hupply, 
of Wells, lost her windlass, the Susannah, of Sunderland, lost her 
bowsprit, &c. The Dove, of Newcastle, and several other ships, 
received damage. Three keels were driven against the eastern- 
most ships with such violence as to be tlirown u|M)n each other. 
Several other misfortunes occurred in the river Tyue. 

FArtMry 7. — Died, in the Freemen's Hospital, in the Manor 
Chare, Newcastle, Mrs. Finlay, widow, aged 100 years. 

February 22. — In the evening of this day (Sunday), a melan- 
choly accident happened at a public-house in Newcastle, Mr, 
John Elliott, whitesmith, went mto a room where a number of 
people were sitting, and began in a very illiberal manner to abuse 
several in the company, one of whom, Ihomas Atkinson, tailor, re- 
turning him a smart but just retort, he (Elliott) threw a iNit of 
beer he held in his hand on Atkinson's face, and unniediately ran 
out of the room ; the insulted |)arty soon ufler followed him, and n 
scuffle, it was supposed, happened lK*tween them in the yard, whem 
Elliott was found much bruised, witli his leg broken in a shocking 
manner. He was sent to tlic Infirmary, where every means used 
for his recovery proved ineffectual, as a fever and niortifieaticm 
took place, and he died on the Wednesday evening in great agony. 
Coroner's verdict — mantilaughier. At the assixes, held in New- 
castle, in August, Thomas Atkinson was fined iU. Hi/, luid dis- 
charged. Elliott lefl a widow and three children. One of these, 
a hatter, was tried for setting fire to the premises in which ho had 
a sale shop. See Jan. 25, 1798. 

March 19. — In Newcastle, the illuminations for his mi\|esty's 
restoration to health after his severe indisposition, iH'gan about 
seven o'clock, and continued till eleven, during which time the 
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utmoft haiTOon J and good order were obserred by the almost inno- 
merable spectators of the various devices and transpttrencies that 
were produced on the occasion. Among the foremoat was the 
Mansion-house : a fine transparency of the sun ; underneath, Nep- 
tune triumphant. Commerce, the King and Britannia, with the 
motto, *< God Save the King^*^ the Queen and Virtue JRettardtd; 
the Prince of Wales, and Ich Dien, The Theatre : Britannia and 
the Sovereign, with a view of Newcastle, in the back ground, and 
*< Lang Live the King" Alderman Rudman : the King, motto, *^Pakt 
Pairi^B;** the Lord Chancellor, *< When I fbrgetymay heaoenfmgd 
me ;" Mr. Pitt, << The digniiy cfthe SovereignyOndtke/uei right$ af 
ike people ;" under the figure of Hope, ** SecuriiasJ' The hoose m 
Mr. Greorge Anderson (now Anderson Place) was an universsl 
blase ; above 800 candles were displayed in the front of it. At 
most of the neighbouring towns, similar rejoicings Ux^ place. 

1789 (March S0^« — A very numerous party of Genend Lamb- 
ton's friends assembled at Chester4e-Street, to celebrate the event 
of his having succeeded to the entire property of Flatts estate and 
colliery, which formerly belonged to a branch of the Allans, fiX 
Grange. The bells were rung, ^ifm dejoie was fired by a f^rtj of 
his majesty's dragoons quartered there, and several barrels of ale 
were distributed to the populace. The evening concluded with a 
general illumination. 

Mag 26.-^A large and elegant new house, at Howdon Pans, on 
the river Tyne, belonging to Mr. Lionel Robson, of the Broad 
Chare, Newcastle, was entirely consumed by fire. The flames 
were communicated to the bowsprit of a ship then building, which 
was immediately cut off to prevent their spreading farther. 

The same day, the foundation stone of the independent Meeting- 
house at Hexham was laid, and an excellent sermon was preached 
on the occasion, by the Rev. Thomas Robinson, of that place. 

June 15. — The prisoners in Morpeth gaol'attempted to make 
their escape ; they had got their irons sawed off, broke open the 
inner door of the prison, knocked down the turnkey, and on the 
gaoler's entering, finding tliey could not escape, they took him pri- 
soner, and made fast the door of their apartment. Fortunately a 
party of artillery were then in the town, and by their assistance, 
they were quelled and properly secured. 

Jtulg 16. — Died, that eminently pious and good man, the Rev. 
John Rotheram, rector of Houghton-le-Spring, Durham. He was 
the son of a clergyman, and bom at Haydon-bridge, in Northum- 
berland, June 22, 1725. After completing his education under his 
father, who was head master of the grammar-school in that village, 
he became a member of Queen's College, Oxford, in 1745. In 
1749, Mr. Rotheram sailed for Barbadoes, where his brother had 
resided for some years, and whilst there, he produced a work en- 
titled « The Force of the Argument for the Truth of ChrisHaniigj 
drawn from a collective View of Prophecy^'' occasioned by a contro- 
versy concerning Bishop Sherlock's Discourses on Prophecy. His 
next work was " A Sketch of the one great Argument formed from 
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tke (fmeral concurring Evidence for the TrutA cf Chritlianityr In 
1757 Mr. Rotherani, arrived on his native shore, and in the next 
rear entered upon the curacy of Tottenham High Cross. In 1759, 
Le published ^ An Apology for the Athanasian Creed" In 1766, 
appeared his most admired work, ** An Encof on Paitk and tte 
Conmexion with Good Works" This produced him the patronage 
of the archbishop of York, through whose recommendation to the 
bishop of Durham, he obtained the rectorj of Ry ton, and who also 
made him one of his chaplains. He was in great favour with his 
patron. Dr. Trevor, bishop of Durham, and Rved constantly with 
his lordship during his residence at Durham, or Auckland Uastle. 
In 1769, his lordship presented him with the valuable living of 
Houghton-le-Spring. Being on a visit to his friend. Dr. Sharp, at 
Bamborough Castle, he was there struck with the palsy, and ex- 
pired in the presence of that excellent man on the morning of the 
above day. He lies buried at Houghton-le-Spring beside his bro- 
ther, where a marble tablet is erected to their memories. There is 
a good portrait of Mr. Rotheram, painted by Mr. Sykes and en- 
graved by J. Stow, prefixed to his memoirs, written by the late 
Rev. Ricnard Wallis, vicar of Seaham. 

1769 (Julg 22 and 23^.— The river Wear rose so high as to 
overflow the low land contiguous to it, and much damage was done 
to the com, grass, and other lands by it, and the rivulets in that 
neighbourhoc^ The iron forge-mill belonging to Messrs. Hawks 
and Co., situate on a small rivulet at Braken-hill, near Chester-le- 
Street, was entirely swept away by the rapidity of the flood. A 
akin-mill adjoining to the forge, was at the same time swept away ; 
also a new bridge, built by the earl of Scarborough, across the 
same rivulet, near Lumley Castle. The inhabitants of the lower 
parts of the town of Chester-le-Street were thrown into great con- 
atemation. Several of the houses were flooded with water to a 
great height, and Aie passage of the bridge was stopped for some 
time. 

August 5. — Robert Brough, a butcher, was killed by a bull at 
the White Cross, Newcastle. 

August 20« — The foundation stone of Ridley-hall-bridge, was 
laid by John Lowes, esq., at the depth of nine feet below the sur- 
face. Mr. and Mrs. Lowes each made the workmen a handsome 
present to drmk. 

August 21. — Two of the prisoners under sentence of transporta- 
tion in the gaol of Newcastle, made their escape at twelve o clock 
in the day, by letting themselves down by a rope on the east side 
of the prison. One of them sprained his leg and was taken the 
same day in Gallowgate. The other was tdcen in the Manor 
Chare. 

August 24. — The house of the parish-clerk of Kirknewton, in 
Northumberland, was entirely burnt down. The fire was occa- 
sioned by a woman looking under the bed with a lighted candle. 
The family lost all their furniture and clothes, and all the parish 
records were consumed. 
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I7S9 (AuguMt 2G). — Tliomas Young, 2* years of age, was e: 
I cutcd at Morpeth, pursuant to liis sentence, lor a bighw"" ""« 
near GlenwhelL r. n ^ ■ 

Stptemher 10 At night, as the coachman of D. K. Grieve, ( 

of SwarlanJ, was returning from Warkworth willi an empty a 
riage, he unfortunately drove over a precipice into a stone quan 
near Brainshaugh. and was killed on the spot ; the horses were tX 
kilted, and die chaise broken to pieces 




Septfmbtr.—1he original life boat was built at South Shields 
subscription, under the direction and inspection of Messrs. He« 
Rockwood, Marshall, Masterman, Roxby, and Fairies. The lat 
gentleman was their chairman. The scheme was suggested hj I 
melancholy loss of the crew of the Adventure, j)f Newcastle, in I 
above month. The men dropped from her rigginj; one by one, i 
haustcd by cold and fatigue, as she lay stranded on the Herd 8ai 
near the entrance of the harbour, in the midst of tremendi 
breakers, in the presence of thousands of spectators, not one 
whom could be prevailed on by any rewards to venture out 
assistance in any boat or coble of the common construction, 
above committee was formed in consequence, and variout pli 
were presented for attaining the proposed object — the constnicti 
of a boat calculated to brave the dangers of the sea, particidarly 
broken water. The preference was given to Mr. Henry Greatht 
as the builder, who suggested the material improvement of tns' 
the keel curved instead of itraii/ht. The Life Boat was first 
on the 30tli of January, 1790, when several seamen were bro 
off in safety from a wreck in the offing. Tlie crew of the life 
were provided on their tirst trial, with cork jackets, but these wi 
found to be (]ujte unnecessary. Since the above period sc 
hundreds of lives have been saved at the mouth of the Tyne a 
and tlie life boat, with various improvements or alterations, has 
adopted in almost every port of Great Britain, and also in i 
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_^n porta. Mr. Greatbead revived sevenil flattering compli- 
taients from persons of tlie higlipst rank ; in pBTticular, a diamond 
ring from the late emperor of Russia. He also received u parlia- 
mentary grant of £1200, and one hundred guineas from the Trinity- 
Ihiiise, &c, 

1769 ( Oct. ISJ.~A gold and silver medal, given by NichoIaaRid- 
ley, esq., was sliot for in the Carliol Crofl, Newcastle, by the bowmen 
of Chevy Chase ; the competitors were Nicholas Ridley, Richard 
Wilson, Aubone Surtees, and Joseph Forster, eaqrs. The silver 
-nedal was won by Mr. Wilson, that of gold remained a subject of 
contest on a future day. 

Oclober2d. — The Circus, or Amphitheatre, at the Forth, New- 
castle, was first opened under the direction of Messrs. Jones and 
Parker, equestrians from London, to a brilliant audience. It waa 
built under the direction of the late Mr. David Stephenson. Tlie i 
verv curious roof was constructed by the late Mr. Bulmer, builder. 
Novtmber 5. — The cordwainers of Newcastle, according to an- 
nual custom, made a grand procession through the streets of that 
town and Gateshead, in honour of King Oriipin. Nov. I2th, they 
were satirised by the glass makers, with the most irresistible comtc 
liumouT. From this year, the cordwainers' procession was discon- 
tinued until 1823, when it was again repeated. Theglassmakersalso 
walked this year, but in a more creditable manner. Settke year 1S23. 
November 15. — Tlie body of a woman named Ann Brown, about 
thirty years of age, was found in Stepney Lane, near Newcastle, 
mangled in a manner much too shocking for relation. Two men 
named Jamieson and Scott, were apprehended on suspicion of the 
above murder, but on examination, were acquitted ot the charge^ 
snd Fletcher Ueynoldson and Robert Gray, two keelmcn, were ap> ' 
prehended for the same offence, of which they confessed being 
guilty, each charging the other with the actual commission of the , 
murder. At the assizes in 1790, no bill. \ 

Novernber 16.— In the evening of this day (Monday), the right i 
rev. Tliomas Thurlow, lord Bishop of Durham, arrived m Newcas- 
tle, and by an invitation from the right worshipful Hugh Hornby, 
esq., mayor, was entertained at the mansion-house, and on the fi»- | 
lowing morning, at eleven o'clock, his lordship proceeded ti 
newly-erected church of All Saints, to consecrate the sam 
divine service. The usual prayers of consecration were read witk 1 
great solemnity. An excellent sermon was preached by the n/t. A 
Hugh Moises, lecturer of the said church, ancf rector of Grerstocl^ 1 
in Cumberland ; his text was from Leviticus, chap. xix. ver. SO.U 
After divine service, the mayor gave a grand entertainment to then 
bishop, the clergy then in town, the trustees Ibr building the 
church, the church -ward ens, and a number of other gentlemen. 
Tlie pews, columns, and ornaments, of this beautiful fabric, are dl 
of mahogany, and collectively, convej- the highest idea of magnifi- 
cence and grandeur. In the nrecedmg September, the sittings in 
this church were sold by auction. Some single teats of 18 inches 
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in breadth, sold for £8* 12#. each. The corporation of the Trimtj- 
houae, paid 500 guineas for 52 seats. 

1789 (Nov. 17^.— Died, in St. Nicholas* poor-house, Newcastle^ 
of which he was the keeper, Mr. William Umfrevile. His frtfaer, 
Mr. Thomas Umfrevile, who died June 28th, 1783, was for 40 yon 
parish clerk of St. John's, in that town, and had formerly bees i 
merchant there. He appeared to be a descendant of one of tk 
greatest names and most illustrious families in the north. Tk 
pedigree traces back the ftimily to Robert UmfrevUe, lord of Tool 
and Vian, in the time of William the Conqueror. He had, inlui 
custody, a sword, which belonged to Sir Robert Umfrevile, vice- 
admiraJ of England, about the time of Richard IL This, wid 
the pedigree, was aflerwards in the possession of his grace the 
Duke of Northumberland. Mr. Umfrevile, died in very ind^^ 
circumstances, leaving a widow and one son. His son. Captain 
Umfrevile, died a few years back. 

The sulphur well, at Dinsdale, Durham, was this year, accident- 
ally discovered by some labourers employed by the Jate Mr. Lamb- 
ton, in searching for coal. The men had bored to the depth of 72 
feet, chiefly through red rock and whinstone, when the spring burrt 
forth with a tremendous smoke and sulphiureous stench. Tbt re- 
markable qualities of the water attracted the attention of the 
labourers, who dug a hole in the channel of the spring for the pur- 
pose of bathing, and one of them, who had been long afficted widi 
chronic rheunaatism, was perfectly cured by the bath and drinkiiig 
the water. A cold bath was built in 1797, and a warm bath bat 
since been added. The Dinsdale Spa, has gradually become a 
place of great resort, and the little village of Aliddleton, a quarter 
of a mile below the bath, has been sometimes crowded with visitors. 

This year, died at Berwick, William Addison, gardener, aged 101, 
years. Also, died at the same place, Thomas Morrison, gardener, 
aged 104 years. 

Dean Street and Mosley Street, in Newcastle, were this year 
formed out of what was called the Dean, a place of filth and dirt. 

About this time an unfortunate woman of the city of Durham, 
named Jane Ramsliaw, was decoyed from her house at night and mur- 
dered. This horrid deed caused a great sensatiim, and several persons 
were examined before the magistrates, but the perpetrator of it was 
never brought to justice. There was a rumour that a soldier on his 
death-bed, on the continent, confessed that he was the murderer. 

1790 (JFeb,). — The workmen employed in clearing away the rub- 
bish at the top of the new street, then forming in Gateshead, found 
a great number of Roman coins, inclosed in an urn. Many of the 
coins having got into the hands of the workmen, could not be re- 
covered, yet several of them in good preservation, of the Emperor 
Hadrian, were in the possession of the late David Stephenson, esq., 
architect. These, together with tliose found in the piers of the 
bridge, over the Tyne, at Newcastle, are confirmatory of that bridge 
having been of Roman origin. Seepage 290. 
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1790 (Manh f^)^^JL fire was discovered in the stack-yard of 

Mr. Hopper, fanner, at Axwell hall, near Winlaton, which burnt 

mffa such ▼iolence, that in a short time the bam and byer with two 

teks ol'com, and five cows were consumed. 

This month, in di^ng a grave in the church yard, at Hartlepool, 
I stone coffin was discoverea, containing the body of a man, which 
ippeared to be quite entire. It seemed he had been put in with 
bis clothes, boots, &c. on, but as soon as exposed to the air, it im- 
flwdiately went all to dust, excepting the soles of his boots, which 
were cut in pieces and distributed about as a great curiosity. 

Aprii IS. — About one o'clock on the morning, a dreadful fire 
broke out at Monkwearmouth hall, formerly the mansion-house o^ 
Sir Hedworth Williamson, bart. It first appeared at the east-end 
inhabited by the Rev. Mr. Ivison, who with his family narrowly 
escaped ; it communicated to the other parts of the house, which 
were also entirely destroyed, excepting a small building to the west. 
Hie fire burnt with such rapidity, that not an article belonging to 
Mr. Ivison was saved. The house having been formerly a monastery 
and joined to the church, the latter was, with the greatest difficulty 
preserved. A large dining room, in this hall, waspannelled with 
dark oak, on which were painted landscapes and hunting pieces ; 
the staircase was also of oak. 

May 15. — The master and brethren of the Trinity-house, in 
Newcastle, resolved to present the freedom of that corporation to 
his royal highness the duke of Clarence, (now King William IV.) 
which was conveyed to him in an elegant gold box. It was a highly- 
finished piece of workmanship ; on the top were the arms of the 
Trinity house in enamel, the sides were decorated with beautiful 
emblematical devices, on the bottom a crown and C, his royal 
higfaness's crest, and on the inside of the lid was eneraven, '* The 
frttdom of the Corporation of the Trinity-hotue of Ivewcasde upon 
Tyne^ Jonathan Airey, esq., master^ presented to his royal high' 
neu the duke of Clarence, May 15, 1790." The corporation of the 
Trinity-house of Newcastle, can now boast having as a member of 
that body, the most popular and beloved sovereign that ever sway- 
ed the sceptre of this kingdom. 

May.^k.% some workmen were digging to the stone in a quarry 
at Billy-mill, near North Shields, above nve feet from the surface, 
they discovered a stone cofiin, walled round, and covered with a 
large flat stone, without any inscription upon it. Within it was a 
perfect human skeleton, which mouldered to dust immediately on 
being exposed to the air. 

•/•me 5. — Died, at Framlington, in Northumberland, Mr. Thomas 
Blenkinsopp, aged 105 years. 

June 22.^-1 here was a violent storm of thunder and lightning 
in Newcastle and its neighbourhood, which continued without in- 
termission for about two hours ; the blaze of lightning was, during 
that period, almost incessant, and the peals of thunder most tre- 
mendously awful. During the storm, the electric fluid struck u^n 
the top of a house in the Painter-Jieugh, Newcastle, and passing 
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noMBj- ^rf abancKd the gable CDt! 

, eU whkk il iA m a Toy niiaoiu 

mener, at ibe R ed hug ^ . isBeAatelj- «fter eu- 

^ _ . ir iheller from tbe nia,w»ttnKkb7^lbe ligbtsins 

«d baled on the fpol, and liii bodv coobiAm MHBMd Ifae ifjiiar' 
aaceofputreKeDcj. A thatched house in CheMeHe-ftrcct, wu 
Mt on lire. A cottaov, nc«r Barnardcasdie, «as aho bisnt down, 
and (everal cows and iJicvp killed in variotu paitaaf ifae cauntry. 
1790 (Am^ SJ—Tiwttua Walwn was executed oo a tenptni; 
gallowi without ihrWcsipite, Newcastle, fortheouirder of Geoige 
(iibsoii. Th« oiivtunsbtnces of this murder were mariEcd with aa- 
gular ehOfwitv. mxl »«* evidently the result ol' the mo« deter- 
mined premnliiatnin. Watson was a cingle man, and iited with hi> 
iiither. who hftd » ftiro at Klford. Gibson was a married man, and 
hud afnrmat l"i*lTilr. nearNewliam, in North umbcrlaod. Watson 
and (fihtLon, wrrr at one time very intimate friends, but tbe fonnei 
havinji tioaril that (iib»on had accused him of unnatural ciiniee, he 
detemitncd upon Gibson's destruction, and accordingly he purchai- 
ed a pi«tol, ball*, and powder, of a gunsmith, iu Alnwidcand hav 
ing infuriated himself with liquor, way-laid Gibson in Ibe nigfat of 
lh« )9ih of K-bniar}-, 1790, at a place where he expetnedbim 
to utM, but being diMppototcd. he tlie nest morning went to Gib- 
tons Atrm. wberv he found him. and deliberately shot him througb 
tkw keart, which caused his deatli in a few minutes. An attempt 
woa iBad« on the trial to prove his being afflicted with a temporaiy 
iOMtwty. but this was not satisfactorily substantiated. At die 
coocluaioa of the trial, he betrayed little emotion on hearing Ui I 
tentence pronounced. At the place of execution, he coof^MlV 
that he justly sulfered, but did not seem very penitent for tbe coi^l 
niMion of the crime. The body was sent to the Rurgeona'-hall Ar| 
dissection, where the skeleton now remains. During the trial of 
Watson, one Jane Stephenson, was detected stealing a handkercliicf 
out of a young man's pocket, in the open court; she waa inane- 
diately swured. and talten before the grand jury, who found ar 
*''™ BtHn thence before his lordship, when she was immedia 
' gtully, and sentenced to seven years' transportation, all in 
~ of a few minutes. 

IB. — John Brown, for breaking into a house at F( 
Craenwnod, for breakiug into a shop at North Sundi 
MtCaoegc Bolton, for horse -stealing, were executed at Moi 
niK^BCVtMn of three criminals at one time, drew aa im¥ 
■lafetaiK a£ ipectators. Brown was bom at Winlaton, in tke 
-.iiiatp irf Daruim, and lef\ a widow and six children. Greenwood 
*>■ k ^lAw wd lltrce children. Dollon was born at Usworth, to 
«» -"lat^ «C Durban), and had lived as a servant with • 
««««k>MkShirlds. 

■Tlie bugle-horn, given by his grace the du 
M (he bowmen of Chevy Chase, was ^ot 
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Morpeth* and won by Ricluurd Wilton, esq., who also on the aeme 
day, won the medal given by the society to the ^ Captain of Num- 
ben.** The other medal was won by Nicholas Ridley, esq. Octo- 
ber 4ch, at another meeting held at Morpeth, another trial of skill 
took place, when the gold medal was won by Nicholas Ridleyi esq.^ 
and me silrer medal by Richard Wilson, esq. 

1790 ( Oct 2SJ, — A woman was exaUed on a pillory erected on 
pnrpoae, in the centre of the Sandhill, Newcastle, for perjury. fiSie 
was exhibited from twelve o'clock to one o'clock. 

This month an explosion took place in Wallsend collieir, by which 
unfixtimate occurrence, seven human beines lost their lives. 

Deeember 29. — In the evening, Lord Delaval's elegant tbeatre, 
at Seaton Delaval, was opened for the admission of a certain num^ 
ber of ladies and gentlemen, to whom tickets had been sent, and 
the tragedy of << The Fair PenitaU" was performed in a manner 
that would have done credit to a regular theatre. The after-piece, 
calfed ^ You may like ii^ or iei ii iuanef** was written for the occa^ 
sion, and consisted of a number of songs, selected from other pieces, 
and introduced in an original plot ; the performers were Lord De- 
laval, Lord Tyrconnell, Mr. Spearman, Mr. Williams, Mr. F. For- 
ster. Lady Tyrconnell, Mrs. Abbs, Miss Daniel, Miss A. Daniel, 
Mias Ferry, and Master Taylor. An epilc^e, written and spokra 
by the noble lord of the mansion, contamed much humour and 
good point, and an elegantly turned welcome to his visitors. 

An act was this year obtained for paving, lighting, and watching, 
the city of Durham, and for levying certain toUs for those purposes. 
The act was altered and amenaed in 1822. 

This year, a Presbyterian meeting-house, near the east end of 
South Shields, was rebuilt. 

1791 f March 16 J — A little before twelve o'clock at ni^ht a fire 
broke out in the house of Mr. Powell, surgeon, in the Biffg Mar- 
ket, Newcastle, which raged with such fury, that the family, who 
had all retired to bed, could with difficulty save their lives. Hie 
house, and all the valuable furniture, &c. were entirely destroyed. 

May 4. — Died, at Great Tossen, near Rothbury, in Northumber- 
land, Mr. Samuel Donldn, aged 10i2 years. 

June, — There were living in Sandgate, Newcastle, a man and 
his wife, whose ages together, amounted to 200 years the husband 
being 103, and the wife 97. 

Jufy 6.^«The foundation-stone of a new theatre was laid in the 
city of Durham, with great masonic eekUy by George Finch, esq., 
deputy grand master for the county, in the presence of Thomas 
Chipchase, esq., mayor, and William Ambler, esq., recorder of the 
city. A plate, with a suitable inscription, was deposited within the 
atone. March 12th, 1792, this theatre was op^ied, with an occa- 
sional prelude, called ** ApoUo'i HeUday^ written by Mr. CSaiw- 
dell ; the new comedy of *< WM Oata{* and the farce of ^ T%t 
Spoikd Child:* 

July 6.— An incendiary letter was found on the step of the shop 
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door of Mr. Fife, cabinet maker, in the Pot tern, NewcaaUe, th^et^ 
ening the destruction of the Postern meeting-house. 

1791 (July 6 and 7J^ — Dr. Graham, to shew the nature and safe^ 
of earth-bathing, for the use of various diseases, had himself and i 
young woman, troubled with a scorbutic disorder, placed naked in 
the earth, and covered up to their lips, in Hanover Square chapd 
ground, in Newcastle, from twelve o clock at noon till six in the 
evening, each day. Great numbers attended to see this curiooi 
exhibition. 

August 18. — About twelve o'clock at night, the warehouses 
of Mr. Alderman Rudman, at the head of the quay, Newcastle, 
were discovered to be on fire. The flames instantly burst forth 
with the most impetuous violence, and almost immediately commo- 
nicated to the adjoining warehouses of Messrs. Nichol and Lud- 
low, wharfingers, which were burnt to the ground ; from whence it 
was communicated to the roof of the Exchange, the west end of 
which was burnt for a considerable distance, but the application of 
the fire engines fortunately prevented that important building fitmi 
sharing a fate, that for some time, appeared inevitable. A ware 
house, and part of the office of Messrs. Allan, Robinson, & Co., 
were also burnt down. From the warehouses of Mr. Rudman 
nothing could possibly be saved, but the principal part of the goods 
in Nichol and Ludlow's were got out. The names, after entirely 
destroying all that range of buildings from the Tyne Bank at the 
bridge end to the west end of the Exchange, were effectually got 
under about Rve oclock on the following morning. In consequence 
of the fire getting into the Exchange, the pictures at the west end 
of the Guildhall, were considerably damaged by it. They were 
aflerwards repaired in a very masterly style by Mr. Bell, painter, 
of Newcastle. 

August 25. — The gentlemen archers of Darlington, met at the 
house of Mr. Burton, and from thence proceeded to the field to 
shoot for the silver medal, gorget, and cup, when the medal was 
won by Mr. Buxton, as captain : the gorget by Mr. Carr, as lieu- 
tenant ; and the cup by Mr. Thompson Harrison, as ensign. 

August 30. — The bowmen of Chevy Chase, had a trial of skill on 
the town moor, Newcastle, when the gold medal was won by Sir 
M. W. Ridley, bart., and the silver medal for " Captain of numbers," 
was won by Nicholas Ridley, esq. 

This month, a grand musical festival took place in Newcastle. 
It was held in St. Nicholas' church. 

September 7. — Died, in the High Bridge, Newcastle, Mrs. Ann 
Young, in her 103d year. 

September 21 and 22. — At the Morpeth meeting of the North- 
umberland archers, the silver bugle, given by his grace the duke of 
Northumberland, patron and perpetual president of the society, 
was won by John Widdrington. esq. ; the gold medal for the " Cap- 
tain of the target," by William Ogle, esq. ; and the silver medal for 
the " Captain of numbers," by John Bell, esq. 
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1792 (SepL 25 J, — A young shark was brought into Sunder- 
kndby some fishermen. It was taken in a herring net in Whitburn 
bay ; it measured about five feet in length. 

This month, as some labourers were levelling the hill at the 
bwer end of South Shields, near the Law-house, they discovered a 
round flat stone of about two feet and a half in diameter, which 
bore the marks of fire on the upper side, and which was supported 
by rude pillars of about ten inches in height ; a quantity oi earth 
resembling red ashes was found under the stone, and on a level with 
the bottom of the pillars, was a circular pavement of flat free stones* 
extending about two feet from the verge of the said stone. Thev 
also found cannon-balls of various sizes, and foundations of walU 
here and there, and part of a house with the fire place complete. 

October 15. — The bowmen of Chevy Chase, exerted their skill 
on the race-ground Newcastle, when a most elegant gold medal, 
with an inscription and device, expressive of respect to a deceased 
member, was won by Richard Wilson, esq., who bavins put in the 
most centrical arrow, became " Captain of the target. The ele- 
gant silver medal for *< Captain of numbers," was won by Mr. Bell, 
of Gallow-hill. The number of shots each gentleman had in the 
target were as follows : — Sir M. W. Ridley, hart., vice-president, 4 ; 
John Belly esq., 12 ; Nicholas Ridley, esq., 7 ; Richard Wilson, 
esq., 4 ; and John Wilson, esq., 4. 

October 22. — From a great quantity of rain having fallen, much 
damage was done by the overflovi in^ of the rivers and brooks, a 
great part of Wooler-bridge was carried away. 

November 2. — The new church at Long Benton, in Northumber« 
land, was consecrated by the right rev. the lord bishop of Peter- 
borough. 

The Methodist chapel at the foot of Sans-street, Sunderland, 
was opened this year by the Rev. Dr. Coke. It was considerably 
enlarged in 1809. 

This year, the old gateway, called Claypath-gate, a weak linglo 
arch of stone and rubble which stood near the east end of bt. 
Nicholas* church, in the city of Durham, with some udjoininu shops 
and houses were removed. There was a foot passage on the oast 
fide. 

A theatre was this year erected adjoining South Shields, on the 
bank top in the township of Westoe. 

1792 (Jan, 26^. — A public meeting was held at Sunderland for 
the purpose of considering the propriety of petitioning parliament 
for leave to erect a bridge across tlie river Wear, at tliat placet 

February 8. — A petition to parliament was agreed on by tlie 
inhabitants of Newcastle and Gateshead, for the al)oIition of the 
slave trade. The whole kingdom appeared at this time to be in- 
terested in the degraded state of the poor blacks. Newcastlei in 
particular, has ever been foremost in craving parliament to exert itf 

Sowers, and do awa;jr with that trafiic in human flesh. Numerous 
ave been the petitions from this town on that subject^ but the 
meeting which took place on the 11th of August 1830| was of a 
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pCGuliorij' intcrctting nolurc. It was UM in 6ruiuwick-n(n 
chapel, whicli wu cnnrded to excess. T. W. Beaumont, esq., M. F 
for Northumberland, wiis in tlie chair, John Hodgsoa, e " " 
for Newcastle, Mr. Broiighanr, (now Lord Brougham i 
lord high chanL-cllor of England) and teveral oilier gentlemen n: 
inoBt eloquent speethe*, after which, a powerful petitio 
sbolitioo of slavery was agreed to. The Ladies* Anii-»l 
AisociatioD of Newcastle, the same year, petitioned the t 
(Adelaide) to exert her influence in its abolition, which w— 
frsciously received by her majesty. 
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1792 (Feb li;.— Died, in Sandgate, Newcastle, Ann Clatlcii 
her 101st year. 

Fdimary 26. — A most melancholy accident happened at th*, 
mouth of the river Tyne : — (t coble having live pilots belonging 1^ 
South Shields on board, waa unluckily overset by a very hea*]) 
Bea, and every soul hurried into eternity. 

April 20. — As the wife of Jamea Anderson, of ShiilbotUe e 
houaest was in the byer with a lighted candle attending a cow n 
Iier calving, she unfortunately (as was supposed) fell asleep, wbci 
the candle set fire to some straw that was near, which fired th 
roof and burnt the byer, and consumed the poor woman, big will 
child, to ashes, with two cows, two horses, some stacks of com aal 
hny, and all (he hinds' houses, bycrs, and stables of the place. ThB 
flames burnt with such fury, that it was with great difficulty one 
the hinds saved his family from its violence, every thing he hi 
was destroyed, except a blanket, in which he carried his littie cH 
dren from the threatening destruction. 

This month, the pulling down and rebuilding North Shid 
church commenced. 

The herbage of Uw Lady Chapel Banks, near Morpeth, wu M 
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ttondi bjr gnoie mem set on fire» and oontinaed to spread for lome 
^qrs; it oommtmicated to an adjoining wood bel(»ginff to the duke 
cf Portland, and many valuable trees were destroyecL FVom the 
diy weather, and the high winds, apprehensions were formed of its 
dtttrojring a great part of the beautiful wood adjoining. 

1792 (Jmiif SJ Died, in the parish of Stamfordham, Isabella 

OickenscMi, slged 102 years. 

Jufy 16. — ^There was a tremendous storm of thunder, light- 
aing, and rain. In the neighbourhood of Bellingham, the rain fell 
veiy copiously for about two hours, when it apparently ceased ; 
bat in about an hour afterwards, the atmosphere, in various di- 
recticms, became almost a continued stream of electric fire, and 
the thunder which followed, awful beyond description. On the 
hills near Otterbum, the tempest increased to a nurricane, and 
the clouds discharged water in volumes resembling water-spouts. 
Small rivulets, which run from these hills, were swelled into deep 
and rapid streams, and before half-past eleven at night the river 
Rede rose near thirteen feet perpendicular, being one foot higher 
than it was in November, 1771. Many hundred acres of meadow 
and com land were covered with water. Large quantities of 
bushes and trees were torn up by the roots. The river at New- 
castle was much flooded, and much damage was done to the crops 
in that neighbourhood. A cow was killed upon Morpeth common, 
as was also a valuable horse near Stannington. Manv of the streets 
in Newcastle were overflowed, and some damage done in the cel- 
lars and low shops, in various parts of the town. This flood car- 
ried away two of the arches of a bridge upon the turnpike road 
leading from Hexham to Carlisle. 

July 17. — A very singular and destructive ice storm occurred 
at Sedgefield, in the county of Durham, and its neighbourhood. 
It hai^ned between the hours of eleven and one in tnc day* and 
was preceded by an almost total darkness, and a noise resembling 
reverberated thunder. The streets in the town were filled to tho 
depth of two feet with pieces of rugged ice, varying in size fVoiu 
that of a marble to the bigness of a man's head. All the win- 
dows which had a southern aspect were entirely broken, and 
many houses presented a dreadful picture of its violence and 
devastation. It began near IVeston, and continued to rage in a 
south-east direction to bevond Kelloe. All Uie corn exposed to 
its fury was destroyed. The trees were stripped of tlieir leaves, 
numerous birds were killed, and the cattle broke from their pas- 
tures, and, with visible expressions of terror, fled to tho habitations 
of man for security. 

This month, died at South Shields, Barbara Dunn, aged 104 
years. 

August 7. — A rumour having prevailed amongst the lower class 
of the inhabitants of Berwick, that three young surgeons of that 
place had made a practice of procuring the bodies of persons 
recently interred in the church-yard there, for tho purpose of 
dissectmg them, an alarming mob| assembling on the above day, 
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t proceeded to the utmost violence, and toulty dcmolUhed a biuld* 

I ing belonging to Mr. Nesbit, where they found several dead bodia; 
they alaa attempted to effect the tike purpose upon another hou« 

' belonging to a person whom they suspected to be concerned in 
the robbery of the sacred sepulchres of their friends. Tim 
violent disposition of the populace called forth the utmost exer- 
tions of the magistracy ; the riot act was read without effect, and 

I to their aid, lltey were under the necessity of calling forth the 
troops in garrison before the tumultuous mob could be indticcd tt 

1 disperse. Mr. Miller was lodged in prison, Mr. Yelloly was out« 
bail, and a reward of ten guineas was oifercd for the apprehensim 
ef Mr. N^sbit who had absconded. 

1792 CAuff. tij. — As some workmen were polling down an oli 

I house near the market-place, in Stockton, belonging to Mr. James 
Crowe, they discovered a bag, which had been concealed in oa 
inner wall near the fire-place, wliich, on examination, was found to 
contain a considerable number of pieces of silver coin, supposed ta 

I have lain there above a century. Some of the coins were much 
worn, yet many others were in fine preservation. Among a great 

I variety there were some fine pieces of Edward VI., Queeu 5latj' 

[ and Elieabeth, aira several half crowns, &c., of Charles 1., repre- 

[ tenting on one side the king on horseback, with arms and wes^ioni, 
the Welsh feathers behind him, and with his uiiual style : on thi 
reverse this motto : — Exvrgat Deus Dissipemtvr Ikimici, in i 
drcte near the edge ; and Ublic. Phot. Leg, Ang, Libbb Par, 

I in two lines AcfOSs the middle of the area, alluding to what lot 
majesty had declared at the breaking out of tlie war ; — That bil 
intention was to preserve the Protestant religion, laws, and UbertiM 

[ of his subjects, and the privileges of parliament. These were su^ 

Ked to have been coined at Oxford in 1G42, IG43, and 16U. 
e bishop of Durham, as lord of the manor, recovered 840 piecei^ 
I weighing Olbs. ioz. 

I Auffutt 10. — William Winter, Jane Clark, and Eleanor Claikt 
I were executed at the Westgate, Newcastle, pursuant to their wetr 
I tences, for the murder of an old woman, named Mar^ret Cnaa, 
I It Elsdon, in Northumberland. Winter was hung m chains M 
[ Whiskershields common. The bodies of the two unfortunate fe- 
1 males were sent to the surgeons' hall for dissection, and aftenranb 
I interred. The trial of Winter and his associates occupied the st 
r lention of the court for sixteen hours. Such had been the horrii 
[ depravity of William Winter, that he had not been at liberty alt 
[ vonths together during the last eighteen years of his life. He bai 
[ bf<n convicted in 1784 of stealing an ass, and sent to the hulks Bi 
I th« Thames for seven years, from whence he was discha^ed W 
I tht 14th of August, 1791. His father and brother were bancM^ 
I j^unnt (tU, n^- The father of the two females was hanged on 
I the I»ih of Aujrust, 1793— tpAiVA see. 

I jinyirtl iS. — 'l^i<> bowmen of Chevy Chase shot at a ta^et M 
■ thr Wti^BW- Newcastle. The prize was a most elegant eilver 
I aoW«,r*fn ^ ^^y '*''"^J' ('"dy patroness), in honour of " 
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Kince of Waled' birth-day, to be annually shot for on the IStli of 
August. The mosi central shot to win. The n)ember8 present 
Vere Sir M. W. Ilidley, bart., Nicholas Ridleyi Joseph Forsteri 
Pohn Dickson, Miles Monkhouse^ John WilBOn, Lancelot Heron. 



knd John Bell, esqrs. The prize n 



^ by John Wilson, esq., 



I the ceotre of the gold. Sir M, W. Ridle; ■ 
%ad his marquee pitched on Che shooting ground, with refreshments j 
for the conipuny ; and atlerirards gave an elegant entertainment at 
)the mansion-house to the members. The renewal of this ancient I 
English exercise was much in fashion at that time, a society lutvin^ J 
been formed under the patronage of his grace the duke of North- I 
umberland, denominatetl " The Nortkumberhiui Archers" 

1798 (Aug. 22J Sylvanus Broadwater and Joseph Marsliall, 

fotuid guilty of stealing two horses, in the neighbourhood of Bramp- 
ton, and Christopher Taylor, for setting fire to a malting at Bardoa 
mill, near Hultwhiatle, and stealing a box containing £20, in gold] 
■Iso found guilty, were severally executed at Morpeth, pursuant tA 
their sentences. Broadwater and Marshall persisted in their inno* 
eence as to any intention of stealing the horses, saying they only 
look them to ride part of the road. Taylor also said, he was inno- 
cent of the crime for which he was about to suffer. 

Avgvst 26. — In the night and the following morning, there ws> 
an extraordinary fall of rain in Newcastle and its neighbourhood. 
The water ran down tlie streets in torrents, and did great damage 
in the lower parts of that town and Gateshe.id ; at the Stock- 
bridge,* the current, which was more than the arch could contaia, 
ewept down the battlement, and flowed into many of the housei 
there, in Pandon, and BIyth's Nook. At the foot of the Bottle- I 
bank, and Pipewellgate, Gateshead, the water flowed into the 
houses and shops : many people attended to carry others on tlieir ] 
backs through the current ; one woman carrying another across 
Street, near where ilic Tollbooth stood, the stream proved loo ^ 
strong for her, she stumbled with her burden, and both were rolled | 
down for a considerable distance. A great flood of water came i 
down the rivers Tyne, Team, and Derwent, which overflowed all ' 
the haughs and tow grounds, whereby great quantities of hay and ' 
com were destroyed. As Mr. George Walton, farmer, was reti 
ing home from Tanfield, in crossing a rivulet not far from his owa H 
house, he and his horse were carried down by the violence of the \ 
current, the horse got to land, but unfortunately Mr. Walton 
drowned ; the hody floated down the river Derwent, and was taken 1 
up near Swalwcll the following morning. There was also much J 
damage done in the river Wear. 

September 19. — The bowmen of Chevy Chase met at Morpcth^v 
when the silver bugle, given by his grace the duke of Northuniber«g 
land, was won by Nicholas Ridley, esq. ; and the silver medal for j 
" Captain of numbers," by .John Bell, esq., of Gallow-hill. The fol- ' 
lowing day, the gold medal for ■■ Captain of the target," was won by i 

* Within my rccallection, there nu really a bridge here, having battl*- fl 
meut* and Ltic wntcr open on cai:tt «idt'. 
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John Bell, esq^ and the medal for ^* Captain of numbers,'' by Nicho- 
las Ridley, esq. 

1792 f OcL ^J, — The elegant gold and silver medals given bj tk 
Northumberland archers, or bowmen of Chevy Chase, ror ^ Ci^itia 
of target*' and " Captain of numbers," were shot for at Alnvid, 
both of which were won by John Bell, esq., of Gallow-hiU. Tbe 
duchess of Northumberland, honoured the meeting by her sttes* 
tion to the shooting from the ramparts of the castle, the shooting 
ground being nearly opposite to that noble and ancient structure. 

October 27. — A stack of hay, containing about 70 tons, standisg 
near Heaton colliery, which had not been sufficiently diy when pot 
up, took fire, and was totally consumed. 

This mondi, died at South Shields, Ann Mackie, ae^ 100 yen 

November 24. — Being the anniversary of the birth day of Mi« 
Ann Riddell, of Felton Park, the morning was ushered in by the 
ringing of bells ; ale and other liquors were distributed to the popu- 
lace, and the evening concluded with a dance at Felton FarL On 
the 27th, Sir Walter Blount, of M orley, in Shropshire, gave sn ox 
to the inhabitants of Felton and its environs, which was roasted 
whole. Two men-cooks, in proper uniform, cut up the ox and dis- 
tributed it in equal proportions to the people, the bakers of die 
village did the same with bread, and the publicans with their ale. 
The whole was conducted with the greatest decorum, with music 
and firing of cannon. The favourite tune was, ** There's few good 
fellows when WcUty's awa\" The village exhibited a scene of 
laudable hospitality and harmless festivity. On the foUowing 
morning Sir Walter Blount and Miss Ann Uiddell were united in 
wedlock. Immediately afler the ceremony, they took their de- 
parture for his seat in Shropshire, amidst the blessings of the poor 
and the acclamations of the populace, who unharnessed the horses 
and drew the carriage from Felton Park quite through the vil- 
lage. He gave ten pounds to the poor of the parish, and three 
guineas to the people who drew the carrriage, to drink ; at the 
same time. Sir Walter ordered two fat sheep to be roasted and dis- 
tributed, which was accordingly done that day. 

December 24«. — Died, in the High Bridge, Newcastle, Mr. ^Vil- 
liam Whitehead, musical instrument maker and turner. In 1775, 
Mr. Whitehead invented a swell for the piano forte, • which was 
much approved of by the musical people in Newcastle. He also, in 
conjunction with Mr. Jameson, engraver, published " An ExpUma- 
tion of the Incorporated Companies of Newcastle, 1776." Mr. W. 
also published " 7%c Historian's Pocket Companion^ 1777," and a 
•* Netvcasth Directory ,' which last was continued for several years. 
The whole of these are now very scarce. Mr. W. was a very in- 
genious and eccentric man. He left two maiden sisters (both since 
dead) who were of some celebrity for a peculiar method of dying 
and cleaning silk, &c. &c. 

December 31. — About two o'clock on the morning, a fire broke 
out in one of the lodging-rooms in the rectory-house at Sedgefield, 
in the county of Durham, which consumed the greatest part of the 
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building before it was cxtiaguished ; by [lie activity uf the servants 
and the neighbourhood, the most valuable part of the furniture; was 
preserved. The superstitious and vulgar inhabitants of Sedgefield, 
were, previously to the burning down of the rectory-house, alarmed 
by an apparition, denominated the Pickled Parson, which for many 
years was presumed to infest the neighbourhood of the rector s 
ball, "makingnight hideous." The supposed origin of the tale isattri- 
buted to the cunning of a rector's wife, whose husband having died 
about a week before the tithes (which are generally let off to far- 
mers and the rents paid on the 20th of December) became due, 
she concealed his death by salting his body in a private room. Her 
scheme succeeded: she received the emoluments of the living, and 
the next day made the decease of the rector public. Since tlie 
fire, the apparition has not been seen. 

1792 (Dec. J This month, Thomas Paine, author of the " RiffhU 

of Man" 4"c-, 4"c.. was burnt in etSgy at most of the towns and 
considerable villages in Northumberland and Durham. 

This year, in clearing out the ditch of the keep of Norham castle, 
wherein was procured much excellent manure, a large two'handed 
broad sword was found, an iron spur with a brass rowel an inch 
and a half in diameter, a steel arrow point, several plaited straps of 
leather, each an inch and a half in breadth, which appeared to be 
the remains of a buckler to resist the force of weapons, and the re- 
mains of a shoe, very sharp at the toe, and narrow at the instep. 
A very deep well was discovered in an apartment adjoining the 
dungeon tower. 

"Hie charity-school belonging to the parish of St. Andrew, in 
Newcastle, for girls, was this year instituted, and the school-house 
in Percy-street built by voluntary contributions. 

This year, the Society of Arts presented the silver medal to 
George Pearson, esq., of Harperly, in the county of Durham, for 
an account of the improvement of 100 acres of land by 7700 yards 
of hollow drain. 

The old church at Greatham, in the county of Durham, consist- 
ed of a nave, with regular aisles, each formed by three pillars, 
each supporting light pointed arches, and a chancci opening under 
a round arch springing from hexagonal pilasters, la the above 
year, the whole structure, being ruinous, was taken down and en- 
tirely rebuilt, and a bell-tower added at the west end, with an en- 
trance beneath. The only parts of the old structure which are 
retained, are the pillars and arches on each side of the nave, form- 
ing regular aisles. 

1793 (Jait 'l\}. — At a meeting hold at the Assembly Rooms, 
in Newcastle, for the punmse of taking into consideration the pro- 
priety of establishing a Literary and Philosophical Society in that 
town, a committee was appointed, and it was resolved, that the 
first general meeting should be held at the Dispensary, on Thurs- 
day, February the 7th. After its formation, its meetings were held 
in a room in St. Nicholas' church-yard, and its library was com- 
menced in 1795, and three years after the whole of its properly 
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..^ rcniuvdl to the old Assembly ItooDw, in the Groat Marfcet. 
where it rvniBined until 1825, when the new building io W ptlgnt t- 
■ir«Et wai fininhcd. 
I 1 793 f >'f6. U^.— Died, Braaa Croiby, eeq^ the patnotical 
L «f London. Mr. Crosby, was born at 8tod(U>n, May tbe 
I and wu tlic son of Mr. Hercules Crosby of that plac 
] Uary, one of tlie daughters and heiresses of John Brasa, 

balU,et>]. He was placed with Ben. Hoskins,e8<].,asolicilorar{, 

I eminence at Sundtrlsnd, and removing to London, he ptirsued hit 

' nrofcsMion with great industry and integrity. In 1764 Ite scmrf 

I the office of sheril)'; in 1765 was el euUd alderman of Breatl-stre«t. 

I ward 1 and in 177l> he attained the bighe«i honour of tlie city, n 

whidi capacity, having pursued the independent spirit of his [»»■■ 

' deccssors, Beckford and Trecothicic, he was committod to ito- 

! Tower by the House of Commons (of which he was a member) tm 

liberatiag a printer of the debates in parliament, who Imd beei 

arrested by a messenger of tlie House, in the city of London, willt 

out the authority ol" a city magistrate. This event involved iha 

question of publishing the debates in both houses, which, pre*i 

" ■' ■ ' ■ "^ ■ ■■ ' ..-:.- -^rtheti 



to tliis time, had been inserted in the public prints, under tl 
of the debates in Lilliput, of the Kobin Hood Society, &c~, 
leakers were designated under Roman or fictitious nami 
le termination of the sc&sion of parliament, he left the Tower t» 
Companied b^ alderman OLver (committed under eimilar cirruin- 
■tances) under a discharge of '.^1 guns belonging to the artillerjr 
company, and was escorted to the Mansion-house by filly- thrM 
carrutges. At night the city was illuminated. On the concluiidi 
of his mayoralty, he received the thanks of the corporation and t, 
silver cup of 200/. value, which still remains in the possession d 
his family. The obelisk in St. George's Fields was inscribed to hiiri 
memory. He received addresses* from several counties and loww 
&&, in England, and the corporation of the Trinity -house, and % 
of the incorporated companies of Newca:itle sent addresses of thanky 
to him and Oliver whilst they were confined in the Tower, coi 
phmenting tliem for the determined stand they had made in d 
fence of the liberties of the people. There is a fine portrait of H 
Crosby in Surtees' History of Durham, and a memoir of his life w 
published in 1839. 

Marck 18. — The sailors at Shields, to the amount of 300, assets 
bled in a riotous manner, armed with swords, pistols, and othi 
weapons, and made an attempt to seize the Eleanor, tender, I 
order to rescue the impressed men on board, which was reodera 
abortive by the exertions of the officers of tlie impress servia 
The seamen next day attempted to come to Newcastle, but hearir 
that a strong civil and military force (the North York militia aL 
the dragoons being under arms) were ready to receive them, ifc^ 
dispersed after have treated Geot^ Foster, one of the preBa-gan| 
with the utmost cruelty at Howdon Pans. Their pretext waa, tl ' ^ 
the men were ill-treated on board the tender. On the tnfbrn 
tion arriving in Newcastle that the sailors were on their way « 
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due town, the dnimt of the North York militia beet to anns» 
the afaurai became general, and the streets were filled with people 
m s state of the greatest ferment. A body of the militia, with their 
coiiimander» the earl of Fauconberg, at their head, marched fVom 
the ffuard-house adjoining to Newgate, to the house of rendeirous 
for m^iressed seamen in the Bnwd Chare, ** and then marched 
bsck again,** no appearance of danger having been discovered. The 
dfi^goons were also ordered to hold themselves in readiness to as- 
taSbUe on the instant the trumpet was sounded. The alarm, how- 
ever, appeared to be totallY unfounded, and Uie people's fears 
" went to bed with the sun. 

1799 f March 27^.— As a two-horse cart, laden with household 
furniture, was standing at the door o£ a house in Westgate-street, 
Newcastle, the horses took fright, and dragged along their charge 
with great violence to the entrance of Bailiff-gate, where some of the 
tr^ypinss breaking, the horses parted, the one running forwards to- 
wards Hanover-square, and the other with the cart continuing its 
course with unabated velocity along Bailiff-gate, and down the Long- 
stairs, till stopped in its further progress by the narrowness of the 
stairs near the bottom. No lives were lost, nor did the horse or 
goods sustain any material injury. A private in the North York 
militia endeavouring to prevent the horses running, was thrown 
down, trampled on, and severely bruitied. 

AprU 7. — Died, at Sunderland, Mrs. Mary Hogg, aged 102 
years. She retained all her faculties to the last. 

jlpril 26. — Most extraordinary preparations for impressing were 
made b^ the crews of the armed vessels lying in Shields harbour. 
That night the regiment at Tynemoutli barracks was drawn up and 
formed into a cordon round North Shields to prevent any person 
from escaping. The different press-gangs then began, when sailors, 
mechanics, labourers, and men of every description, to the amount 
of two hundred and fifty, were forced on boara the armed ships. 

Ju9»e 10. — A fire broke out in the bake-houses of Mr. John 
Graham, in Berwick, which raged so violently, that in a short time 
the whole were reduced to ashes, together with the stock in trade 
contained in the same. 

This month, a house, the property of Anthony Leaton, esq., at 
Hoppyland, in the county or Durham, was maliciously set on fire 
and burnt down. A fine oak tree was also bored into, and bhwted 
into shivers with gunpowder. 

July 23^-Died, at Norton, near Stockton, the Rev. John Wallis, 
M. A. He was a native of Cumberland, and, afler spending a tkw 
years in the south of England, became curate of Simonburn, in 
Northumberland ; here he wrote the *' Natural History and Antiqui- 
ties of Northumberland," which was published in 1760, in 2 vols. 4to^ 
being the result of more tlian twenty years' study. Afler leaving 
Simonburn, he became curate, pro temportf at Haughton, near 
Darlington, in 1775, and immediately i^r, removed to the curacy 
of BiUingham, near Stockton. In 1792, he resigned this living on 
account of increasing infirmities, and retired to Norton. 
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1793 (July 23).^ A fire broke out in the workshop of Mr. WDlia 
Comer, joiner, in the New-8treet« Gateshead, which^ in a few hcNn, 
entirely consumed the same, and did considerable damage to tt 
adjoining house. 

August 12. — The silver quiver was shot for on the town-aoor, 
Newcastle, by the bowmen of Chevy Chase, and won by Nicfaolai 
Ridley, esq., who was also " Captain of numbers." 

August 14. — Walter Clark and Margaret Dunn were executed 
at Morpeth, pursuant to their sentences, for burglaries. Clark be- 
haved in confinement, and at the gallows, with great penitence. 
Margaret Dunn, who had been found guilty of stealing cash and 
wearing apparel from a house in Corbridge, asserted that she ffSi 
a victim to the crime of another woman. Claric was the father of 
the two unfortunate girls who were hanged the preceding yesr 
with Winter. See August 10/A, 1792. 

Same day, a fire broke out at Red Bam, in Rookhope, in the 
county of Durham, which consumed six cottages. 

August 20. — Died, in All Saints' poor-house, Newcastle, Mar- 
garet Pearson, s^d 104 years. 

August 22. — The Northumberland archers held their adjourn- 
ed meeting at Morpeth, when the gold medal for ^< Captain of the 
target'* was won by Lancelot Heron, of Morpeth, and the silver me- 
dal for « Captain of numbers," by Mr. Bell, of Gallow-hill house. 

September, — The spire of the church at Chester-le-Street having 
been taken down, was at this time being rebuilt. It is a lofty spire, 
and seen at a great distance. 

September 17. — The Infirmary at Durham was opened for the 
reception of patients, on which occasion a very excellent sermoo 
was preached at the cathedral church by the Rev. Dr. Dampier, 
one of the prebendaries, and dean of Rochester. After the ser- 
vice was ended, a collection was made at the door, which amounted 
to 54/. 6*. Id, A procession commenced from the Palace Green 
to the Infirmary, consisting of the bishop of the diocese, the dean 
and prebendaries of the cathedral, the mayor and corporation of 
the city, Mr. Burdon, one of the county members, Mr. Clavering, oi 
Greencroft, the gentlemen of the faculty, the parochial clergy, and 
a number of other respectable inhabitants of Durham, benefiu;tors 
and subscribers to this excellent charity. After inspecting the 
building, &c., the company dined at Shotton's. The building was 
commenced the preceding year in Allergate, on a plot of ground 
given by Thomas Wilkinson, esq. March 22d, 1793, the tragedy 
of Cato was represented at the theatre, Durham, to assist the 
funds of this institution ; the parts of Cato and Juba being per- 
formed by W. Eddis and W. Smith, esqrs., of that city, which 
characters they supported throughout with great success. An ex- 
cellent prologue was written for the occasion by Mr. Cawdell, the 
manager, and admirably delivered by him. The house was full 
in every part, and the sum of fifty gumeas was paid into the hands 
of the treasurer of the Infirmary. 

September 24?. — Being the day appointed for laying the foundation 
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glone of the in» bri^e at Wearmouth, a grand masonic procession 
took place from the Phoenix Lodge, at 1 1 o clock, to cliurch, arconi- 
paued with a great number of magistrates, coniniissioners, clergy, 
mfliUBry officers, Ac, when an excellent sermon was inrcaclied by 
the Ber. Mr. Heskett, from 1 Thess. chap. 5. ver. 8., aiU^ wliich, 
the prooesaioo crossed the river on a platform, made on keel!x, to 
the place where the stone was to be laid on tlie north shore. 
Airifed at the spot, Mr. Burden, the projector of the bridge, nd- 
dresKd the assembly in a very able speech. The inserintion on tlie 
plate being read, Mr. Burden deposited the plate, and luid tlie stone 
with the usual ceremonies, assisted by William Henry I^mbton, 
esq., M. F. and P. G. M., and the grand officers. The grand honoursi 
were then given by the brethren, to which succeeded a salute «>f 
21 guns, the band playing << God save the King,** amidst the shouts 
of applause from the surrounding multitude. The grand cheplnin 
(Rev. Mr. Nesfield) aflerwards gave a most excellent oration, which 
oe delivered with great energy. The procession then returned 
acroaa the river to the Sea Captains* Lodge, where it closed. Tlie 
oooipany aflerwards dined at the Phccnix-hall. The hibt block of 
metal which completed the arch of Uiis bridge, was place<l by the 
workmen in September 1795. June 18th, 179G, lieutenant general 
Sir George Osborne, at the head of the royal Tay ienc'lbles, and 
the North Lincoln militia, both quartered in Sunderland barraekH, 
amounting to at least 1,000 men, marched across this bridge to Ih* 
reviewed on Whitburn Sands. They were the first military corps 
chat passed over that superb edifice. August the Dtli, 1790. (IiIh 
bridge was opened for general use in the piescncc of his royal high- 
nest Prince William of Gloucester, aflcr a splendid masonic ceremony 
and procession, on which occasion, Rowland Bunion, esci., was up- 
pointed, />ro tempore, provincial grand-master. On tliut day all the 
ahopa remained closed, and it was computed that HO,(HN) |H*opl«' 
were assembled on the different sides of the river, but of no largt) 
an aasemblage it is impossible to decide witli any precision. This 
magnificent structure was completed witliin three years, and tin* 
whole expense of the undertaking, including interest up to the 
period of Its opening, was 35,000/., of which 80,000/. was suliMcrib- 
ed by Mr. Burden, with whom the idea of building such u grand 
structure originated. This, when completed, was said to be tli4* 
largest arch m the world. In October 1799, Mr. ('arr, eabim't- 
nu£er, in Sunderland, completed a model of this structure, con- 
sisting of nearly 9,000 pieces of wood, upon the small scale <»f two- 
tenths of an inch to the foot ; yet every joint and bolt was in regu- 
lar proportion, and exhibited a perfect semblance of the original, 
althoi^h the whole was not five feet long. 

179§ (OcL \0). — Some execrable villains set fire to a considor- 
able stack-jrard, at Fleetharo, in Nortlmmbcrland, which not «mly 
consumed the same, but several bams, byers, &c. contiguous thereto. 
The perpetrators of this diabolical act were supposed to bo two 
women (or their accomplices) whom the fanner, Mr. .fohn How- 
son, found in his house juggling his family, under pretext of Ibrtunc- 
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telling, whom he fbrciblv thrust out, after their lunrii^ loaded bin 
with many and dreadftil imprecations. 

1793 (Oct. \b) Died, m Saville-row, Newcastle, Mr. Wiffivi 

Chapman, at an advanced age. Mr. C, among other useftd dis- 
coveries and improvements, was the first who^ idbout the year 1756^ 
gave the idea, and at sea established by practice, of the invabride 
secret of making salt water fresh ; the particulars of whidi ve 
stated in a letter addressed to Dr. Fothergill, and by him poUisM 
and presented to the Royal Society. 

NovaiUier 2. — A dreadful fire broke out in the shop of Mr. 
Richardson, painter and glazier, at the head of the Fainter HeuA 
Newcastle, which could not be extinguished till the whole of Uie 
house above, and one adjoining, were nearly destroyed. 

December 27. — An explosion took place in the Hope-^pil, st 
Sheriff-hill colliery, when fourteen human beings were hanied 
into eternity. 

This month, died at Ravensworth, George M^Lauren, in the 
100th year of his age, many years servant to Lord RavenswordL 

This year, the corporation of Newcastle lost a trial at York, con- 
creming the coal revenue, which greatly affected their income, in 
consequeoce of which most of the officers of the town had their 
salaries reduced. 

Bereness chapel, in the parish of Elsdon, in Northumbeiland, 
was rebuilt this year by voluntary subscription. The old chapel 
had been long in ruins. 

1794 (Jan. 24^. — The Good Intent, in Sunderland harbour, was 
discovered to be on fire ; and before assistance could be had, the 
fire raged in such a manner as greatly alarmed every beholder : pro- 
videntially, however, the tide being then up, and the weather mo- 
derately calm, the vessel was removed into the middle of the river, 
which prevented the flames communicating to any other. But the 
fire was not completely got under before several of her guns, which 
happened, at that time, to be loaded, went off, and nearly the whole 
of ner inside, in the afler-part, was consumed. This accident was 
owing to the carelessness of the boys, who had left a lamp burning 
on board. 

January 25. — On the morning, a most dreadful storm commenced 
at Newcastle, in a most sudden manner ; the wind blew from the 
north a perfect hurricane ; it was preceded by lightning, and the 
highest vanes of St. Nicholas and Gateshead churches having been 
destroyed, it was supposed that they had been struck by the elec- 
tric fire. Several coal keels were lost in the river ; five ships of 
considerable value were driven from their moorings in Shields har- 
bour into Jarrow Slake. The Barbara, of Shields, was driven upon 
the Herd Sand, and went to pieces ; the Orwell, of South Shields, 
suffered the same fate. The Hazard, of Sunderland, also went 
ashore at the same place, and the Alexander and Margaret was 
driven upon the rocks at the north side of the harbour ; we crews 
were all saved. In the evening of the same day, three men were 
lost on the military road, about fourteen miles west of Newcastle ; 
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^K ifl'feiiDd thenuehrct unable to proceed with their eilth and were 

K Monroaring to reach home with their honef. A man named 

^H faaHnoD, was also lost the same evening, between Newcastle and 

Tg flueUs. At Sunderland, on the above (Saturday) morning, the 

4t ifrer Wear was in the most violent agitation ; numbers of vessels 

' , dnve from their moorings, and one had her sails torn entirely to 

I pieoea. At Hartlepool, Redcar, Marsk, Saltbum, &c. great damage 

J *as done to the snipping ; indeed, so destructive was the storm, 

that the whole coast presented a dismal display of the havock it 

had caused. Upon the high lands, in the west parts of Northum- 

beriand, the storm was very destructive ; man v thousands of sheep 

were d^troyed, several shepherds also lost theu* lives ; four of them 

were buried at one church m Northumberland. 

1794 (Feb. 12^.— Died, in Newcastle, Mr. Gilbert Gray, book- 
binder, in the S5Ui year of his age, ah honest industrious man, who 
had been employed by Mr. Slack, and his son-in-law and successor, 
Blr. Solomon Hodgson, nearly forty years ; he had previously been 
a diopman to Allan Rmnsay, at the time he composed his ** Oende 
ShepherdJ* Though in humble life, and tinctured wiUi eccentricities, 
those who knew his worth greatly respected his character. He was 
the fiither of Mr. Geoige Gray, the eminent fruit-painter. Sm 
December 9th, 1819. Inere is a small engraved portrait of Mr 
Gilbert Gray, done for private distribution. 

March 9« — About noon, the impressed men, assisted by the 
volunteers, on board of the Eleanor tender, lying at Shields, com- 
manded by Lieutenant C. King, taking the advantage of the crew 
being at dmner, made a sudden and most desperate attack upon the 
aentmels, and obtained possession of the ship, and in all probability 
would have effected their escape, but for the spirited and resolute 
conduct of the officers and crew, who, after a most desperate con- 
test, wherein several were wounded on both sides, secured the 
greater part of the insurgents, and regained possession of the ship ; 
notwithstanding several got to the shore, most of whom were after- 
wards taken. 

March 11. — The foundation stone of the Cordwainers*-hall and 
leather warehouse, in the High-bridge, Newcastle, was laid ; John 
Talinttre and John Ratcliffs, stewards. They were built 
at the expense of the company of cordwainers. The first meeting 
in the new hall was held August 25th, 1794. 

March 28. — About one o clock in the mominff, the bakehouse 
of Mr. Robert Barton, situated on the Boatbuildiers'-quay, South 
Shields, was discovered to be on fire, which raged with such vio- 
lence, that in a short time the building was entirely consumed, 
together with the utensils and stock. 

May 11. — A violent storm of hail, attended by thunder and 
lightning, happened at Durham. The electric fluid entered the 
i^iper part of the house belonging to Lowther Rutter, esq. in that 
aty, wnich forced its way through several of the apartments, and 
did considerable damage. It afterwards penetrated the house of 
Mrs. Smith adjoining, melted and broke all the bell-wires, tore the 
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wainscot and paber in several of the rooms* and set fire to two 
gowns that were nanging on the bock of a chair, which Mrs. Smitlii 
with wonderfiil presence of mind, extinguished with the carpet 
No person was injured in either of the families. 

1794 (May2^). — About six o'clock in the ereiuDg, the bakeliouie 
belonging to Mr. Mollison, at the foot of the Side, Newoastle, wv 
discovered to be on fire, and before proper assistance could be 
procured, the flames had communicated to the dwelling-iioQie, 
which, with the premises behind, were entirely consumed. 

This month, a dispensary was established in Villiers'-stred) 
Bishopwearmouth, supported by voluntary contributions. 

June 1. — This daj, admiral Earl Howe totally defeated the 
French fleet, by taking six ships of war, and sinking several otheri) 
on which occasion, on the arrival of the news in Newcastle, there 
were great reioicings, ringing of bells, &c 

June 5. — Dorothy Ransom was buried at Hartlepool* aged 105 
years. 

June 9.^ An explosion took place in Picktree colliery, near 
CHester-le-Street, by which about thh-ty men lost their lives. 
Twenty-seven were buried in one grave, in Chester church-j^ard. 
June 11. — An explosion took place in Harraton colliery, by 
which twenty-eight human beings lost their lives. 

July. — There was a dispute between the keeli|>en of the Tyne 
and their empb)yers. The keefanen did considerable daaiage to 
the staiths, and compelled many of the pitmen to leave their work; 
they also attempted to stop the workmen in the iron^works at 
Swalwell, which was prevented by a party of military. Eight keel- 
men were apprehended and committed to Newgate, Newcastle, 
but were aflerwards sent off, under a guard of horse, to Durhank 
The military employed on this occasion were the North York and 
West York militias, and the Durham Rangers. 

This year, died Francis Bone, of Tinker-row, near Ravensworth, 
aged 104 years. 

Died, at Berwick, John Cheeseman, a native of Hexham, aged 
110 years. He enlisted as a soldier when twenty years of age, 
and served in the army forty-one years, when he was discharged, 
and received a pension forty-nine years. He retained all his fa- 
culties, and could read without spectacles tiU the day of his death. 
He got a new front teeth about three weeks before he died. 

Lowick church, in Northumberland, was this year built. It will 
contain about 500 people. 

An elegant theatre was this year built in Hide-hill, Berwick, by 
Mr. Stephen Keroble ; previous to which time, plays had been per- 
formed in the Town-hall, and sometimes in a house in Gdden-square. 
A general inclosure of commons, within the parish of Chester- 
le -Street, took place under an act of parliament passed this year. 
The several wastes divided were, Chester South moor, Chester 
West moor, Whitehill moor, Plawsworth moor,- Edmonsley moor, 
and Pelton moor. Sixpence an acre was reserved to the see of 
Durham for ever. 
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Drth-east s'ule of the Homan 
e altar, twenty iuches id height. 



\m.—ln ploughing a fieia, o 
[ lUtion Bl Luncheatcr, a plain vo 
■iih «i inscriptian, was ditcovered. 

Sunderland barraclu were erected this year. They were put in 
cooitiiitsion in the beginning of the following year, the first bar- 
nck-master being appointed March 25th, 1795. 

Formerly on the {Sandhill, and at this lime on the Quay, oesr 
the bridge, Newcastle, were people (chiefly women) who, in the 
open ttreet, on market day«. perlbrmed the office of barber, at one 
nirofthe regular price. 




This year, the Town-court, or Guiliiliall and Exchange, in New- 
castle, underwent a complete alteration, chiefly in that part which 
looks towards the Sandhill. The whole of the front was entirely 
CMed anew with freestone, as were also the pillars in the Exchange. 
The remains of the old steeple and stair-case were entirely tal^n 
down, and the present front newly rebuilt. Tlie south front was 
alio cased with freestone, in 1809. IVevious to this alteration, 
there was an entrance into the Exchange from the south as well 
aa Irom the north. The above cut shews the north front, as ' 
present appears. 

1795 (Feb. 11 J — The ice in the river Tees, at Stockton, which 
bad been frozen over for five weeks, broke up, which raised the 
ri»er to a greater height than was ever remembered, being seven 
or eight inches higher than the great flood in 1771. Much damage 
was sustained in the warehouses, and the blocks of ice whicli i 
leftpresented the appearance of a foozen sea. 

Tliis month, a dreadful fire broke out in the neighbourhood of 
Bolam, in Northumberland, occasioned by a child, the son of the 
fanner, making a lire (us he said) to warm the cows, they were si 
cold. He lighted the straw, and came running to his mother ti 
inform her that they would be warm now, for he had made them 
B good fire. When the poor woman went out, all was in a blaze, 
and it was with great difficulty their dwelling-house was saved. 
Two men were shockingly scorched in auigting to extinguish the 
flames. 
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1795 (April 20^—- About eight o'clock in the eviemng, at te 
mall ferry-boat was crossiDg from Sunderland to MonkweamomK 
at an ebb tide, and the passage being much obstructed by tbe diip^ 
ping, the boat was set fast by a rope, which tlui boatman went oa 
board to loosen, and one of the passengers, by imprudently attempt- 
ing to push it off, unfortunately overset it* The namber in m 
b(Mit at the time was supposed to have been about twenty-senib 
of whom only four or five were saved. Among thoSe who suffered 
were, Mr. Brian Burleson, mercer; Mr. Hodgson, a methodic 
preacher ; Mr. Joseph Jobson, a sheriff's officer ; Watsmi, a shoe- 
maker, and his wife ; a young man, servant to Mr. Martin, m^txr; 
a sergeant and a private in Sie North York militia ; Miss Robsoi^ 
of the Low Quay ; a servant girl belonging to the North Shore ; a 
sailor's wife ; a young lady genteelly ch*e8sed, who appeared to be 
a stranger, &c. Sec 

June SO^ — His royal hUrhness Prince William of Glouceater, ar- 
rived at Brodie's tavern (Turk's Head), in the Bigg Market, New- 
castle, from the north. 

•Ai/y.^-The beginning of this month, encampments were formed 
at the undermentioned places, on the coasts of Durham and 
Northumberland, which were composed of the following regiments : 
— Hendon^— Northumberland militia, Roxburghshire fendbles, 
and the Berwickshire fencibles, commanded by General Dahym- 
ple. Whitburn*— 8th regiment of foot, Durham militia, and Dur- 
ham fencibles, by Generd Osborne. Whitley. — 37th regiment of 
fbot, royal Lancashire volunteers. North York militia, and a con- 
siderable paric of artillery, by Lord Mulgrave. Hartley. — 4rth dra- 
goons, 2l8t light dragoons, 44th regiment of foot, 115th ditto 
fPrince William's), and the Ist West York militia, by Prince Wil- 
liam of Gloucester. Coopen. — 7th light dragoons, 16th ditto, 55th 
regiment of foot, S4th ditto, and the Leicestershire militia, by 
General Balfour. The camps broke up in October. 

Jult/ 26.— Died, the Rev. William Ro- 
maine, A. M. Mr. Romaine, who was 
bom at Hartlepool, on the 25th of Sep- 
tember, 1714, was educated at Houghton- 
le-Spring, and afterwards sent to Oxford, 
where he was first entered at Hertford 
college, and thence removed to Christ 
Church. Mr. R. was rector of Andrews- 
by-the-Wardrobe, and St Ann's, Black- 
friars, and lecturer of St. Dunstan's in the 
West, London. He was a very eloquent and popular preacher, and 
a truly pious and good man. His works have been published in 
eight volumes. 

August 8. — Thomas Nicholson, convicted of the murder of 
Thomas Purvis, was executed on the Town Moor, Newcastle, pur- 
suant to his sentence ; afler his conviction, he shewed great proofs 
of contrition ; he confessed the justice of his sentence, but declared 
he did not strike the deceased with an intention of murdering him. 
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Hb body was tent to the surgeon'g-hall for dissection. This mur- 
dv took place during the races at Newcastle. Purvis, and a party 
tf pilmeDy having had some words in a tent upon the moor, the lat- 
lir way-laid him and used him in such a dreadful manner as cauMcd 
IpsdeiUh. Nicholson only suffered, as it was stated, that after tliey 
Uk Ftanrisy he to complete the horrid act, returned and jum|)ed 
tfncbebody. 

17V5 (Amg. 25^.— The Newcastle volunteers, were embodied in 
ihtForttiy preparatory to tlieir receiving the colours designed for the 
oniiy and anier going through various evolutions, Mrs. Muyorenn 
(MiB. Johnson), made her appearance and presented tliem to C'ol. 
Walrmry, the commanding officer, with an animated address, to 
wUdi tne colonel made a suitable reply. The corps then Hred 

▼<rilies, and marched to the coloneVs house, where the colours 

depoaited. 

26^— At six o'clock on the morning, the Newcastle Vo- 
aasemUed in front of the lodgings of his ruyul liiKhneiis the 

of York, in Pilerim Street, (he having arrived in Newcastle, 
laie Ae preceding msht,^ and waited till near nine o*clock, when 
^~~ nml highness wiuked out to inspect the ranks, and n(h*r dui* 



latioD, was pleased to express tlie highest imiirobatiuu 
ff Aeir discipline. During the stay of his royal IngnnoKH in 
Ibwcaade^ the mayor and aldermen waited upon him, uiid presented 
thn witk tlie freedom of that corporation. 

At^mt 87.— His rojral highness proceeded to the coast to in- 

■net die raiments then in camp, and on tlie following morning 

|thidqr)i the drums beat to arms in the several encaniiiments, on the 

•i^ ooaatf between the rivers Tyne and Dlytli ; aiul between six 

aBdaeren o'ch)ck9 the whole army, consisting of near 7,0(K), took its 

gnNpid oaBlyth landsy extending in length between three and four 

mikia Rneciaelv at seven o'clock, his royal hi|$hness the duke of 

Yorl^ field-marshal and commander-in-chief of his MujeMtv's forces, 

^ tended fay his exoellency Sir William Howe, commander of the 

•rthem diatrict, and their several aides-de-camp, came upon the 

\naAf and rode along the line, afler which, the army went through 

oua evdutiona and firings, accompanied bv the field and tlying 

ery; and at eleven o'dock the review nniMhed, inueh to the 

ictkm of his royal highness, and upwards of SO,(H)0 sneetatorN. 

the iwfiewy Us royu highness returned to Neweastle, where 

took of an entertainment provided at the MauHion-houst*. 

'owing u a list of the company who dined on this otrasion, 

"anaa Johnioni esq., mayor ; Archibald Heed, esq., Hhonff; 

» huhneas the duxe of York, and three aides-de-camp ; 

^ Ighness Prince William of Gloucester, and tliree nides-do- 

WiUiam Howe^ K. B.* and two aides-de-camp ; his grace 

Norfolk ; Lord Scarlxnroiigh ; Lord Fauconl>erg ; LortI 

'd aid-de-camp ; Lord Dundas ; General Smith, and 

Greneral Baubur, and aid-de-camp ; Colonel Hlake- 

'. Ridlevi hart, and Charles Brandling, esq., mem- 

-ttle; Admiral Roddam; Captain Ilotho; Captain 
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Bjng : Rev. Uenrj Ridler, chaplain ; the magiEtraies of the town, 
Ac. A(%&c 

179S (Aitg. 89 y. — His royal higbnesi the duke of York visited 
the cmmps between tlie Tyne and the Wear, as well as those south- 
ward of the latter river. On his entering the town of Sunderland, 
he was received bj the loyal Sunderland volunteers, with a royal 
salute trom the batteries of 21 suns, which was also repeated on 
bis leaving the town. After having seen the bridge, barracks, and 
other works of that town, he reviewed the volunteers in the uppet 
battery, where he was pleased to express in high terms, his sa ' 
faction at the appearance, discipline, and exercise of the corps. 

Sep^nAer 7 and 6.— The 23d, or Ulster regiment of ligUl 
dragoons, which had just been raised in Ireland, arrived in Ni 
castle, and on the 9th, after various meetings of the privates, tl 
expressed a determination not to suffer themselves to be drai^td 
into other regiments. It was said, that they were ordered to b 
incorporated with Colonel Beaumont's light dragoons (the SlOJ 
to which they were utterly disinclined ; and in the evening, tT 
assembled in various parts of the town, in rather a tumultu 
manner, but were not the occasion of any ill consequences, i 
five o'clock, some of them broke open the repository for tha x 
mental stores, and took from thence a large supply of powder tk 
balls. About nine o'clock at night, the 4th regiment of d 
and about eleven, the 3Tth regiment of foot, arrived in Ne 
from the camps, some of whom paraded the streets diving 1 
night, Others were stationed as seutineU at all the gatea rf | 



m ployed i 



dispossewhw I 
' hadfl 



town, and different parties were t _ _ 

mutinous regiment of the arms and ammunition they 1 ._ _ _ 
jiished themselves with. The next morning they were drawn \^ 
in Northumberland-street, when General Smith explained to tiieoi 
theproprietyof the measure they revoltedat; and after hearing tiieir 
complamts of not having received the bounty they had been pr*' 
mised, the general assured them that all their arrears shonM^H 
paid off before twelve o'clock the next dsy, which restored t 
ijuillily. The following is D copy of a sni^l handbill, which ■ 
out of this affi-ay : — 

» A Caution to the InAabilants of Neuxastle vpon Tyn». 

" As there is reason to suppose, that some ill-disposed peoph 
town, are endeavouring to foment disturbances amongst the n 
tary ; — 7^m it eamestly lo request. That all the sober-minded i 
habitants will refrain from collecting in the Streets, lest fin 
idle Curiosity, they should mix with tiiose ill^ntentioned E 
and expose themselves to the Misfortunes that may haj^n. 

" MansUm-house, 9(A Sept. 1795." 

Srptember%. — Hts grace the duke of Norfolk, ascended ii 
lantern of tlie highest spire of St. Nicholas church, in Newca 
He afterwards gave two guineas to the workmen employed. 
steeple at this time was being repaired and painted. 

Soveniber 10. — A number of workmen employed ii 
buurhood assembled in Newcastle, and in the several markets seiiil 
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Ibe different articles of provisioD, whjcli tiiey, in the presence 
uf the town's officers, sold out to poor and labouring people at 



hJch they, i 
and labouring people 
prices ; the butter, intended to be conveyed to uie hucka- , 



ten, Uiey retailed at Sd. per lb. : tlie wheat tlien in the market at 4 
' I2i. per boll (the ordinary price in former yeart); and, aftoFfl 
nbtaining a knowledge of the depositories of the forestallers of pota* I 
loH, tbey sold them publicly at 5s. per load, and immense quairti>« 
lies were di^jKised of at that rate. Except the above outrages, IM 4 
iojurioiM acts of riot were attempted : every person received ths € 
dated value for his proptTty. and nn personal Injury was offerei' 




1795. — This year.the old gate called Pandon Gate, in Newcastle, 
waaremoved. That this gate was ancient to a proverb, ii> well known 
at Newcastle, iinthing being more general than, when the inhabi- 
tants would describe the great antiquity of any thing to say, "Itg 
at old as Pandan-gale." The gate of the Wall-knoll {now the 
Carpenters' Tower) and the whole of the town wall across Pan- 
don. may be considered of Roman oriein, being exactly on the site 
of the Roman wall. Pandon-gatg stood across the foot of Pandon.- 
beok, a little from the Stock-bridge. The old house, as shewn ia 
the cut, has recently been modernized, and the lower apartment 
turned into a shop. I'he steps between it and tlie gate were those 
which then led to Mount Pleasant : the house opposite stood on the 
ground which is at present occupied by a Eteam corn-mill. The 
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preceding cut is taken from an original drawing by the late Rer. Mt 
Hornby^ son of Alderman Hugh Hornby, esq. 

1795. — This year, when the workmen were taking up the fonda- 
tions of the chapel at Cambo, in Northumberland, for the punMMe d 
building a bam and hemmel, they found some curiously scu^iCsed 
grave stones, or covers of stone coffins, being sepulchnu remaim of 
the ancient lords and dames of Cambo. They were carefiiUy pre- 
served in the new erections. 

1796. fJan. 20 J Died, at Wolsingham, Mr. Robert Wiboo, 

aged 100 years. 

February, — There was an explosion in New Washington collieiy, 
by which six persons lost their lives. 

FAruary 25.— The bakehouse of Mr. Hallowell, of North 
Shields, took fire, and burnt with such fury as entirely to destroy 
the building, with every thing it contained. 

March 2. — Died at Sunnyside, in the county of Durhan^ Mr. 
Joseph Durham, aged 101 years. He had been in the anny, ind 
mounted guard at Whitehall, London^ eighty-one yenB M^bn 
his death. 

This month, died, near Rothbury, Mr. William Charters, aged 
105 years. 

AprU 1.— The Reverend Thomas Browning, minister of the 
Postern meeting-house, in Newcastle, laid the foundation of a new 
meeting-house, upon a more extensive^plan, near the Postern-gate; 
after which he preached an excellent sermon. January the Ist, 
1797, it was opened for public worship. 

April 21. — His royal highness the duke of Bourbon, son of the 
prince of Cond6, passed through Newcastle, on his road from 
Edinburgh to London. 

April 25. — The horse artillery, the 4th dragoons, the New- 
castle volunteers, and the Leicestershire militia, were drawn up 
on the Town Moor, Newcastle, and inspected by Lieutenant-general 
Sir George Osborne, previously to their being reviewed by him. 
There was a sham battle between the horse artillery and the foot 
soldiers ; afler a short resistance the artillery gave way, and the foot 
pursued them from the low side of the moor to the Cow-hill, when 
the dragoons coming up to their assistance, they put the artillery 
totally to the rout. 

May 13. — Died, at Kirkwhelpington, in Northumberland, Mr. 
William Stephenson, aged 103 years. 

May 16. — Died, in the workhouse at Durham, aged 85 years, 
nomas French^ well known in that city by the fictitious title of 
the duke of Bauhleshire^ which, on the decline of his understand- 
ing he assumed, and wherein he seemed to have more pride than 
any peer of the realm adorned with a real one. He wore a star 
composed of pieces of cloth of different colours, or of painted paper, 
on the breast of his spencer j a cockade in his hat, and several brass 
curtain rings on his fingers. He was so enthusiastically enraptured 
with his visionary dignity, as to imagine he had frequent corres- 
pondence with the kmg on the subject of raising men, carrying on 
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Ae war, and other important matters of state. A portrait of this 

eccentric was done in lithography at Durham. 

n96fMi!^30J^ — His royal highness prince William of Gloucester 
•rived in Newcastle, to take upon him the command of the troops 
a that district. June 23d, his royal highness was pleased to com- 
■ind the p er for mance of ** The PaskUmabk Lorery^ and ** Xetlfjf 
Aikef at the theatre royal, Newcastle. The house was crowded 
in e?ery part, and his royal highness seemed happy with the res- 
pect paid to him by a most brilliant audience. 

JWfitf 29. — ^The Newcastle yolunteers were reviewed on the 
Town Moor by his ro3ral highness prince William of Gloucester, 
who was pleased to express the highest approbation of the martial 
mearance and precision«of manoeuvre displayed by the corps. 

This month, died, at the Blue Quarries on Gateshead-felK 
Dorothy Atkinson, aged 109 years. She retained her faculties to 
the last. 

•/tfi^^^The beginning of this month, military encampments were 
formed on the coast of Nothumberland. The camps broke up the 
b^inning of October. 

Jidy 12. — About twelve o'clock at night, as the crew of the 
Danny an Ipswich trader, were returning on board their vessel in 
the river Tyne at St. Anthony's, near Newcastle, they were over- 
taken by a sudden and heavy shower of rain, which drove them for 
dieher to whatever presented an appearance of a covering. The 
coal pit there was the nearest, and thither they ran as quick as pos- 
sible ; but either not knowing the nature of their sanctuary, or from 
ioiiie other cause, the mate, Joseph Smith, fell into it, and was hurried 
in an instant to the depth of thirty-five fathoms. IVovidentially 
the pit-rope had been left in its place by the workmen, and this he 
had the good fortune to seize in his fad], which, at thirty-five fa- 
thomsy was broken by the corf chain, otherwise he must have de- 
■oended eighty fathoms, the depth of the pit. In this miserable 
aitoation he was suspended full half an hour, when his companions 
above having procured proper assistance, he was drawn out. His 
hands were dreadfully mangled by the friction of the ro|)e. 

Jyly 20d — The elegant and commodious new chapel at Haydon- 
bridge was consecrated by the lord bishop of Durham. 

Augutt 18. — From a great quantity of rain having fallen, the 
rivers and brooks were swelled to an uncommon degree, which was 
attended with the most tragical effects. A youth al)out sixteen, 
the son of Mr. Watson, of Swarland, in Northumberland, in at- 
tempting to ford a brook in that neighbourhood, was drowned by 
the falling of his horse. At Morpeth two young women of most 
excellent characters, the daughters of Mr. Tliomas Purdy, gardener, 
were carried away by the current and lost. They were washing 
turnips for sole, by the side of the Wansbcck at that place, when 
one of them attempting to catch a piece of timber which was float- 
ing down, unfortunately slipped into the stream, and her sister at- 
tempting to save her, shfured the same fate, in the presence of their 
diatracted parents, who could yield them no. assistance, llie body 
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of one was found the next duy at no great distance from the btt 
■pot, the other was not discovered till the third day (Sundaj] 
nearly four miles down the river. One of them was on the point 
of roarriage with an industrious man in the neighbourhood, wh* 
very narrowly escaped the Kame misfortune in attempting to c«Mi 
witn a team. On tlie Monday the hodies of the young wonic& 
were interred together, amidst the tears of their surrounding trie 
and acquaintances. 

17% (SepL \9). — An alarming fire hroke out on board the i 
Lady Alieyne, lying near tlie lower end of North Sliielda. ' 
vessel being afloat, it was immediately cut adritt, and towed 
trom amongst the other ships, which, together with bis m^jeM/l 
floating battery, the Itedoubtt narrowly escaped the flamesi iW 
wind l^ing from the south-east, the whole town of North Shield^ 
and the shipping in tlie harbour, ran the greatest hazard of heiov 
consumed : but happily (the gunpowder having been taken out m 
the ship in tlie forenoon, and the guns being unlouUed) the boat! 
from the Hedoubt, tenders, and other ships, conducted the buniiag< 
vessel down through the Narrows, and by ihe help of tb« ebb-tidB» 
got it to ground below Tynemouth barracks. 

SepUmttcr 20, — About ten o'clock at night, as a gentler 
vant was returning to Newcastle upon a young and spirited hanc^. 
the animal took Irigbt near Sandy ford -stone, and the rider beingr 
unable to recover one of the stirrups which he hod lost, be wifr 
carried full speed along the lane, Percy-street, Newgate -street, and.. 
Low FriQr-gtreet,atthecDdDftrhich, vhereFenkle-streetCFMseiilf. 
(the horse still pursuing a straight forward course) darted with sud 
violence against the parlour window of Mr. Edward SmiUi, joinfl 
and cablnel-maker, in Fenkle -street, as to dash it to pieces inj 
moment, though defended by a strong shutter on the otitddl 
During the whole of this perilous excursion, tlie man was fiiB 
tunate enough to keep his seat; and except a Tittle skin from ih 
forehead of the horse, no other damage was sustained but the loa 
oi the window, which was replaced by the owner of the aninuL 

September 21. — The bridge at Wooler, in Nortliumbecland, wn 
thrown down by a great flood. The bridge had only been fi 
three years. 

September. — By tlie pricking of an old waste filled with ws 
at Slatyford, in Northumberland, six persons' unfortunately 1 
their lives. 

September. — So great had been the importation of grain ii 
Newcastle tor some time, that do warehouse-room could be obta 
cd for storing it, and, in consequence, temporary wooden liiiildiiigH 
were erected in a field adjoining the New Road, behind SandgaM 
for 120,000 bushels. This place haseverstnce been called "£;|^A 
~ doubt in allusion to those erected by Joseph in ancient EmM 



rerted into barracks, but 
nnce become a depot of corn. 

October 3. — His royal highness prince William of Gloucester 
rivedatSunderiand, and took (he coramandofthe troopeinthat 
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1796 fOcI, i) The Eclipse, Beaver, and Manchester, tnuii- 

portc, arrived at Shields from Guernsey and Jersey, with 895 rmi- 
pwit dei^y, and ten women on board, under convoy of the >er|tent 
ifoop of war, W, C Staples esq., commander. One of these un- 
bnunate strangerB fell overboard and perished the night they ar- 
rired. October Sth, a transport with 150 of these emigrant! sailed 
round from Shields to Sunderland, where they took up their roM- 
deuce in Sunderland barracks. 

Ottater 18. — The timber-yard of Mr, Mawman, boat-builder, 
at tlie high end of Nonh Shields, was discovered to be on fire, 
whichf in a short time,' increased to such a degree, tliat almost the 
wlioleof his stock was destroyed, to the amount ot'ujiwards of 300/. 
October 21. — The round stone on the top of tlie steeple of All 
Snota' church, in Newcastle, was placed by the workmen ; after it 
waa laid, a man named Burdikin, a private in the Cheshire militia, 
raised his body upon big head, with his feet in the air, and remain- 
ed in that inverted position for some time upon this stone, which 
i* 194 feet from the ground. This man resides at present in Gates- 
bead. I have a memoir of him written by himself. In this piocc 
of auto-biography he relates many hair-brttuilh cucapei, and curiotu 
adventures which he has performed. 

October 29. — Died, nt Kenmore, in Perthshire, Scotland, in the 
26th year of his age, of a fever in the brain, Mr. Itobert Johnson, 
punter and engraver. He was bom at Shotley, in Northumberland. 
His father, Thomas Johnson, who was a joiner and cabinet-maker, 
renoved to Gateshead, in order to indulge his Bon'i propensity for 
drawing and engraving, and accordingly Robert was placed under 
Mt. Thomas Bewick. During his apprenticeship he was much 
employed in drawing, in which department he made great pro- 
ficiency. Some of his pieces executed during his leisure hours, 
were purchased by gentlemen of taste, amongst whom may be 
mentioned the earl of Bute. About the year 1798, when poli- 
tics ran so very high, he designed and etched three curious cari- 
catures, viz.: — " 7Ke Overthroio, or tAe Cruit is Avful and 
MotiMntous ;" " A real Friend to his Country begs ;" and " The 
Attea in Danger." These were intended to ridicule the ultra- 
toiyism of the late Joseph Whitlield, bookseller, opposite to 
the Bridge-end, Newcastle. The person represented is a very 
good likenesH of Mr. Whitfield, who was lame of a leg. Mr. 
Johnson made an excellent drawing of St. Nicholas' church, 
in Newcastle, from the north, which has never been surpassed. 
It was engraved on wood by Mr. Charlton Nesbit. See May tllh, 
1798. He also made a drawing of Sunderland Bridge, which was 
engraved by himself and Mr. Hunter. About six months after the 
expiration of his apprenticeship, he was engaged by the Messrs. 
Morrison, booksellers, of Perth, to reduce Uie set of ]iortraila by 
Jamesone,* and was sent to Kenmore, the seat of the earl of 
Bredalbanc, to copy them for Pinkcrton's " Gallery of Scottish 

ent painter, jiiitl/ tcrmvd 
n l»86, anddiedin 1614. 
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Portrolu." He had linUlieil fifteen, and there remained four U 



when, by hb premature death, the fine arts sustained i 

B his genius wa£ Boaring rapidly to a pitch of the liigneel t 



rtocopfc 
repBiaU* 
ItMU, as tis genius wa£ Boaring rapidly to a pitch of the liignt 
celtence. In a letter from the Messrs. Morrison to Mr. I 
ton, dated IBth November 1796, it states, that a few days b 
they had received a letter from the man with whom Johns 
lodged at the village of Kcnmoret desiring them to send for hia 
as he wae quite delirious, and by express the day following, the 
were informed of his death, lliat in his anxiety to complete hi 
labour, lie would sit all day in a room without a fire, a violent col 
was the consequence, which, neglected, increased to a fever, ". 
flew to his brain, and, terrible to relate, he was bound v 
beat, and treated like a madman." This treatment was discoB 
tinned on the accidental arrival of a physician, who order 
blisters, and poor Johnson died in peace. A memorial was cutl 
wood, trom one of his own designs, by his friend and fellow-i^ 
prentice, Mr. Charlton Nesblc. From this wood cut a lunitM 
number of impressions was taken off, with letter-press, ret 
his death, &c,, attached. It is a scene in a country church-y 
by moonlight, representing a female in tears leaning on a tomb, i 
scribed " In memory of B. Johnson, 1796." A stone li creeled I 
Ovingham church-yard, recording his early tate. 

1796 (Nov. 9), — A fire was discovered In a house occupied h 
Mr. Alexander Graham, gingerbread baker, in Hillgate, Gati 
head, which it entirely consumed in a short time, with all the fi 
niture. The family, with difficulty, escaped with their lives, bei^ 
asleep in bed when the alarm was given, and no mode of escaf 
left, but out of a window in the upper story, from whence tha 
were taken. 

November^, — The town of Sunderland vras alarmed by an affi^ 
which broke out between the Westminster militia and the Lowlan 
fenciblcs, both quartered tliere. It originated in the death of': 
tame goat belonging to the fencibles, which was wantonly killed h{ 
one of the militia. To appease the manet of their long-beanla 
play-fellow, which had followed tlie regiment out of Scotland, ai 
was an universal favourite, the fencibles assembled under arniB, a: 
sent a defiance to their opponents, which was accepted ; the parti 
were drawn up in battle array in the barrack ground, and the moi 
bloody consequences were every moment expected, when the fin 
and strenuous exertions of his royal highness prince William a 
Gloucester, fortunately restored peace. The perpetrator was a' 
wards tried by a court martial. 

November. — Died, at St. Helen's Auckland, in the county t 
Durham, at an advanced age, Mr. Micliael Broadbelt, clock-mak 
though self-taught, he was an excellent workman, and his geneo 
skill in meclianics, was displayed Jn a great variety of curious ii 
venUons. 

December 27. — That delightful mansion, Witton -castle, in tli 
county of Durham, which had riot been long rebuilt, at a vast %\ 
pense, was discovered to be on fire ; the flames raged with sue 
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fioIeiice» that all attempts to stop their progress were ineffectual. 
Afl the elegance of the internal structure was entirely destroyed, 
aad the outer walls only left standing. 

1796. — The seamen at Shields were extremely riotous this year, 
frequently depriving the masters of their command, and detaming 
vessels under way for s^a. Seventy or eighty of the most audacious, 
however, having been taken into custody and impressed, order 
was again restored. 

This year, a society was formed in Newcastle (to correspond 
with similar institutions in other parts) to propagate the Christian 
re%ion among Pagans, &c. 

Inis year, the Shot Tower, at the lead-works at Low Elswick, 
near Newcastle, was commenced building. It was finished the 
following year, and teas in height 175 feet 4 inches. It is 
I circular brick building, with a stone cupola, terminated by a 
chimney. On the 6th of August, 1814, during a thunder-storm, 
the electric fluid entered this building, and striking on the iron 
hand-rail of the winding staircase, it was conducted to the top of 
the tower, and forced its passage through the wall, a little below 
the cupola, tore off a quantity of plastering, then forcing its way 
up the chimney, threw off the top stones, which in their fall to the 
ffround did no other damage than breaking down a part of the gal- 
lery, and penetrating the roof of an adjoinmg building, where some 
men were at work, who happily (except Edward Lonsdale slightly 
on the shoulder) escaped unhurt. Nearly all the windows in tho 
tower were shivered to pieces by the violent shock. 

At the west end of the village of Ryton, in the county of Dur- 
ham, and near the church, stands a very neat cross of this date. 
In the church-yard is a stone coffin, with the year 1610 cut on the 
exterior of the head ; and on the floor of the nave of the church 
is a figure cut in Stanhope marble, with a lion at the feet. On a 
panel in the front of the gallery, at the west end, is the following 
inscription : — " The gallery of Ambrose Crowley, and the company 
of Smiths at Winlaton, 1703." The arms of the company are 
neatly painted on an adjoining panel. The Ryton savings' bank 
was the first established in England. 

1797 (Feb. 12.;— On the momme of this day ^Sunday), whilst 
Charles Atkinson, esq., alderman and merchant or Newcastle, was 
walking with his son, amongst his coal-works, near Dunfermline, 
in Scotland, he went to examine the mouth of an old pit, and whilst 
looking down, a piece of timber on which he stood gave way, and 
precipitated him to the bottom, a depth of about 40 fathoms, 10 of 
which were supposed to be filled with water. It was several hours 
before his remains, which were considerably mangled, could be 
recovered. February the 1 9th, his remains were interred in the 
family burial-place in St. Nicholas' church, Newcastle, in the pre- 
sence of an immense number of people, deeply impressed with the 
stem integrity oi his principles, and to whom he was much en- 
deared by the afiability of his deportment as a magistrate, and his 
generd conduct as a man. 
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1797 fF«b. IS), — In conKquence of the alarm ufinvaauin, oai thi 
■carcitv of »pHM;ic, the notes in circitlatiQD jKiurcd in so rapidlj 
upon the banu in Newcastle, that the proprietors, at a ineelin; 
this day (Saturday) unanimously agreed, that if tlie demand lur 
■pecie cMMitiiiued, they would, early on the Monday, suspend tfaeii 
payments for a short time, till they could provide an extraordinvy 
supply of specie. The Durham and Sunderland banks were alw 
obliged to adopt the some line of conduct. A great number of 
geniiemen and tradesmen, however, signed a declaration, to take, 
as before, the notes oi' all the banks in Newcastle, Durhami a ' 
Sunderland. 

FArvary 27. — At niBhl the following relations slept t 
in one bed, in the MiddTe-strect, Newcastle, via. — 1 grandm 
2 raotherg, 2 sisters-in-law, 1 daughter-in-law, 1 grandson, I 
1 nephew, and I son ; in all four persons. 

March 24u — Died, at Bamborougb, Mr. Henry Grey, ii 
aged 102 years. 

Mag 1h. — A most terrible thunder storm came on at Ne« 
castle ; the flashes of lightning were extremely vivid, and succ 
ed each other with great rapidity ; the thunder was tremendous 
loud, and was accompanied with an incessant torrent of rain, whial 
continued several hours. Two horses and a cow, in the neighbc 
hood of Newcastle, were so terrified, that they killed themselves il 
their stalls. 

Junt h. — Being the day appointed for llie celebration of tl 
birtli-day of King George HI., the Sunderland loyal volunte 
were presented with an elegant pair of colours, by the lady t 
William Russell, esq., of firancepeth. 

June 13. — The foundation-stone of a new theatre at Nor 
Shields was laid in the presence of a large concourse of spectaton. 
The Rev. Mr. Haswell delivered an extempore address on the occa- 
tion, which, as being both friendly and impressive, was well recetv 
ed. Mr. Q. Blackburn invited the gentlemen present to partake offl 
a social bottle of wbe with him, atler tlie business was concludef"^ 
when success to the undertaking was drunk witli great cheerfulnc 
The bells were rung most of the afternoon. January the 8th, 1 " 
tl was opened bv a masonic procession from the Siou Lodge, ' 
was represented the comedy of " fVive» as ihei/ were, and A 
at they are" with other entertainments, under the managenu 
Mr. Cawdell. 

Jtme. — Military encampments were formed on the coast ( 
Nortliumberland. The camps broke up in September. 

This month, in working a slate quarry near Uemardcastle, a l( 
of great magnitude was discovered in a large stone (solid, exec 
ing the spot occupied by the incarcerated animal). Tlte toad d 
immediately on being exposed to the air. 

July 16. — There was a most terrible tempest of thunder, I , 
ning, and rain, in the neighbourhood of Newcastle. To the « 
ward of that place, it was truly awful. At Whitley -camp, t 
lightning set fire to the whins placed as a facing to the i" ' 
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Che East and West Lothian cavalry, and the wind blowiiug^ briskly^ 
the whole line was almost instantly in a blase ; three of the horeet 
were struck dead instantly, and two more nearly suffocated ; the 
femainder were saved by the men having cut their collars on the 
first alarm. The poor animals, terrified by the fire in their flront, 
end rend^ed desperately furious by the loud and almost incessant 
peals of thunder, and the quick and vivid flashes of lightning, gal- 
loped off in every direction ; several of them, between eight and 
nine o'clock in the evening, came foaming through the streets of 
Newcastle, to the great danger and terror of the inhabitants, many 
of whom joined the men in pursuing and securing the exhausted 
animals. The fore top-mast of the Grood Intent, in Shields harbour, 
was shivered by the lightning. 

1797 fAuff. 16 J. — A fine set of eight bells, cast by Messrs. 
Mears, of London, for the beautiful spire of All Saints' church, in 
Newcastle, was on the above day landed on the Quay, at that place. 
October the 11th, they were rung for the first time, when a com- 
plete peal of grandsire triples, consisting of 5040 changes, were 
rung in three hours and one minute, by the Union Society of Ncw- 
oasde and Gateshead, in celebration of Admiral Duncan's victory 
over the Dutch fleet off Camperdown. 

September 19. — An affray took place in Newcastle, between the 
West Lowland fencibles quartered there and the Cheshire militia, 
who were passing through from Blyth camp to Carlisle. The in^ 
habitants were very much alarmed, as some bloody scenes took 
place in various parts of the town, with bayonets, &c. and in the 
darkness and confusion of a nocturnal tumult, some of the town's 
people received blows and bruises . Near thirty of the military were 
wounded, some dangerously. The disturbance was finally suppres- 
sed by the Dumfries-shire light dragoons, who were called out and 
Bcoured the streets. General Este, next morning, on the parade, 
acquitted the militia of beginning the riot, and promised to bring 
the offenders to justice if they could be discovered. 

October 19. — There was a grand illumination in Newcastle and 
Gateshead, in honour of the victory obtained by the British fleet, 
under Admiral Duncan, off Camperdown. The towers of All Saints' 
and Gateshead churches, made a brilliant show, as did also the 
Mansion-house, and many private houses, in the exhibition of tran- 
sparencies. Several of the ships m the river also displayed a num- 
ber of lamps. The Infirmary was brilliantly illuminatecC which had 
a grand and imposing effect. Most of the towns in the two coun- 
ties were illuminated on this occasion. August the 4th, 1804, 
Lord Viscount Duncan, died at the inn at Comhill, in Northum- 
berland, on his road from London to Scotland. 

Nwemher 11.-^ A pie about eleven months old, which had been 
that morning (Saturday) carried in a cart covered with a sack, f^ora 
Mr. Pfemberton's farm at Cleadon, to his house at Bams, near Sun* 
derland, a distance of nearlv six miles, made its escape fronk the 
place of its confinement, and all search for it proved fhdtless ; it 
was trsced near to Pdlion, by the side of the nver Wear, which it 
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must have crossed by swimming on Monday, as it returned to the 
fold from which it had been taken at Cleadon, about noon on Tues- 
day. A singular instance of the instinctive faculty in brutes. 

1797 (Not. 22 J. — During a very heavy storm, the Felicity, of 
Aberdeen, was driven into the bay between Holy Island and 
Waren, and in attempting to make the harbour, she got a|;roimd, 
and afterwards went to pieces. Duncan, the pilot, had his thi^ 
bone broken, was washed overboard and drowned. The desperate 
situation of the crew drew a number of commiserating spectators 
to the beach, one of whom, Martin Henderson, foreman to Messrs 
Watson and son, of Waren mill, with an ardour of philanthrophy and 
intrepidity, proposed, if any would join him, to procure a boat from 
Bamborough castle, to attempt the relief of the crew, but the tre- 
mendous waves that were breaking over the shattered bark, appalled 
every other heart, he, therefore, as a last and almost hopeless ex- 
pedient, tied a rope round his waist, and giving the other end to 
his companions, dauntlessly plunged into the boisterous sea, trust- 
ing that either by swimming or the recurrence of the waves, he 
might reach the vessel, which he fortunately accomplished; the 
master immediately plunged in to meet his deliverer, and after 
being dragged on shore, Henderson twice again returned, and thus 
saved the lives of three of his fellow-creatures, who must otherwise 
inevitably have perished, as the last man had not been three mi- 
nutes on shore, till the vessel broke up. 

This year, the old house at Harraton, Durham, the residence of 
the family of Lambton, was in great part taken down, and the pre- 
sent splendid mansion, which now bears the name of Lambton 
castle, built on a plan furnished and executed by the elder Bonomi. 
The purchase of a large property from the family of Milbanke, has 
afforded an approach to Lambton castle, directly from the great 
north road, near Pelaw, where a very handsome lodge has been 
erected to the credit of the architect J. B. Bonomi. 

The Methodist meeting-house, in Walker-gate-lane, Berwick, was 
this year built. It is in the Gothic style. 

Zion chapel, in Sunderland, (Methodist new connexion,) was this 
year built. 

The Close-gate, a portion of the walls of Newcastle, (the tower 
of which after the fall of the bridge, had been converted into a tem- 
porary prison), was taken down, on account of obstructing the 
traffic in that street, as waggons frequently stuck fast in this gate- 
way, which caused great confusion. 

1798 (Jan. SJ, — The new theatre at North Shields was opened. 
Cawdcll's (the manager) occasional address was well received, as 
were the new comedy of " A Cure for the Heart Achey* and the 
farce of " Lock and Key,'' The house was not so crowded as was 
expected, though very respectable. January 8th, being fixed for 
the masonic opening of this theatre, the procession, which was most 
numerous and respectable, took place from the Star and Garter, 
where the Zion Lodge was held. The new comedy of " Wives as 
they were, and Maids as they are^'* was performed. The house was 
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nearly a hwnper, and every part of the performance went off with 
ceneral ecku, Cawdell's new song of << The Dutchman's jachet 
fresh trimmed^ or the Cuffs for the Cape^' was requested by the 
brethren, and sung by the author with the usual applause. 

1796 (^Jan. 25^.— In the evening of this day ( Thursday )» between 
nine ana ten o'clock, a fire broke out in the shop of Mr. Elliott, 
hatter, in Dean Street, Newcastle, which, in a few minutes com- 
municated to the dwelling-house above, occupied by Mr. Matthew 
Brown, printer, and in a very short time extended to that of Mr. 
John Rankin, both of which were entirely destroyed. The flames 
^ead with such dreadful rapidity, that only a few trifling articles 
of furniture could be secured, and Mr. Brown's family did not save 
any of their clothes, except those they wore when the fire was dis- 
covered. On the first alarm, a drum was beat to arms, on which 
the military attended and rendered very essential service. The 
fire at one time, raged with such tremendous violence, that the 
Shakespeare tavern, and tlie buildings on the lower side, for a great 
length of time, appeared to be in the most imminent danger ; but, 
fortunately, they suffered no considerable degree of injury, though 
the destruction of furniture, &c. by their hasty removal, was very 
grievous to the owners. On the 29th, Mr. Elliott, in whose shop 
the fire originated, was taken into custody, on a charge of having 
wilfully occasioned the same ; and afler a long examination before 
the magistrates, he was fully committed for trial. At the assizes in 
August, he removed his trial by Habeas Corpus^ from the town to 
county, and was acquitted. — See Feb. 22, 1789. 

January, — Died, in Sandgate, Newcastle, Mr. James Palmer, 
the celebrated vender of nostrums and quack medicines, known by 
the name of Doctor Palmer. He was 100 years of age, and for the 
last 30 years of his life, he was so far from adhering to the rules 
generally esteemed essential to the preservation of health, that he 
seldom went to bed sober. He served as a private soldier in the royal 
anny, in the year 1715. 

January. — Died, at South Shields, Ann Patterson, aged 102 years. 

February 5. — Died, at Newhouse, near Eshe, in the county of 
Durham, the Rev. Ferdinand Ashmall, a Roman Catholic clergy- 
man, in the 104th year of his age. 

Same da}^ the new clock in All-Saints' steeple, Newcastle, was 
put in motion. It was allowed to be a beautiful piece of me- 
chanism. On the front of the clock, in the inside of the steeple, 
is a plate with the following inscription : — '* This clock was made 
by order of the trustees for building this church, by John Thwaites, 
Clerkenwell, London, 1797. Samuel Lawton, clerk and treasurer, 
for John Greaves, Quayside, Newcastle." 

February 11. — The Roman Catholic chapel in Pilgrim-street, 
Newcastle, was opened for divine service, when the Rev. James 
Worswick, and two French emigrant clergymen, officiated at high- 
mass. Mr. Worswick, who is a much-respected and benevolent 
clergyman, still officiates in this chapel, which has recently undergone 
some very beautiful and extensive additions. See Sep. 19^, 1830, 
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ina fFtb. 11^.— Died, at Dipton, in the parish of Lanch ester, 
" -■ ■ e Joboson, in the 106th jear of her age. 

awjr 17. — At a meeting of the governors, stewards, and 
n of the fraternity of Hoastmen of Newcastle, it was re- 
d ibat the sum of one hundred pounils be subscribed by this 
Bj «t the Bank of England, in aid of gnvemment, for the 
e of this country ; and that the like sum of one hundred 
pModi be cflDtinued annually during the war, so long as the funds 
«f Ifce company would admit of it. 

F<rinM*y IS- — The new Baptist chapel, at the head of the 
TuiluD.«tura, Newcastle, was opened for divine service. 

Fthn u t r y 22. — At a meeting of the common council in New- 
mtlfr, it was resolved " that five hundred pounds should be an- 
no^y subscribed towards defraying the expenses of government 
t/mrinff the war ; and for the purpose of enabling the corporation 
to make tliis sacrifice of its revenue, Uie residence of the mayor in 
the Mansion-house, and all the occasional public entertainments 
beretofore given there, shall, afler Michaelmas next, be disconti- 
nued during the present calamitous state of the country." 

This month, as some workmen were digging on the Law-hill, at 
South Shields, the property of Nicholas Fairies, esq,, they dis- 
cmered the remains of a Roman hypocaust. A sketch taken at the 
time was in the pussession of Mr. Fairies, with some fragments of 
the masonry, which consisted of brick and dressed freestone, inler- 
mingled; the lowest course was of rough whinstone evidendy 
brought from the shore, as the bamaeltt (patella vulgata) were 
■till adhering to them. A beautiful gold coin of Marcus Aurelius, 
■nd several small brass coins from Claudius Gothicus to Valen- 
tmian, which were dug up at the same time, were in the poEsession 
of Mr. Fairies. 

March 2. — Was launched from the Southwick Quay, on the 
river Wear, the slu'p. Lord Duncan, the largest vessel ever butll 
upon that river; her extreme length being US feet 10 inches, her 
OTeadth 39 feet, and admeasuring 925 13-94t]is. tons. Towards 
her comnletion, serious apprehensions were entertained for her 
safety in launching, from the narrowness and shallowness of the river. 
These difficulties, however, were overcome by deepening that part of 
its bed which her prow would first strike, and by laying afloat several 
stop-beams, fastened with ropes, so as to gradually impede her 
velicity, and ultimately bring her up. Thousands of spectator* 
covered the borders of the river, many of whom on the south side 
were ingulphed to the middle, by the rising of the water on receiv- 
ing this ponderous body. She sailed on the 13th of July, 1798, 
for London, where she remained unemployed till 1800, when she 
■ailed for Smyrna, and was there taken into government service 
till August 1802. In 1806 she was chartered for the West Indies, 
and was accidentally blown up at Port-au-Prince in 1807, By thi« 
unfortunate event, William Havelock, esq,, the owner sustained • 
loss of upwards of 30,000/. 

This month, on elegant silver medal, nt the expense of the town 
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of SuDderland, was pre&entetl lo John CrawlorJ, a imtive ol' thut 
|ilace, who sa heroically called Admiral Duncan's flag to tlie mast, 
in the glorious action off Camperdown. On one side was cu- 
rved a view of two ships in action, with a scroll at the top, 
" Jtuneart and Glory;" an the reverse, a coat of arms, a qua- 
drant on the shield, the motto, " Orbit ett Dei," with this inscrip- 
tion underneath, " The town of Sunderland, to John Crawford, 
for gallant services the 11th of October, 1797." 

1798 (April 2;.— Died, in Gateshead, Mr. William Hilton, 
aged 72 years, much esteemed for his poetical talents. His 
*' Poetical Works," in '2 vols. Svo., were published in Newcastle in 
1775 and 1776. 

jipril 21.— Died, in Newcastle, Mr. Joseph Booth, aged 82 
yeara. He was formerly s traveller to a considerable nianulactory 
in that town ; and among other eccentricities of character, gave 
rise to the well-known story on which was founded the ludicrous 
farce, called " Duckt and Green Peas" 

May 3. — A meeting of the inhabitants of Newcastle, was con- 
vened by the mayor, for the purpose of forming an armed associa- 
tion for its defence. July 3Ut, the members who had enrolled 
themselves for this purpose, were drawn out on the town-moor, and 
formed into eight companies under the command of Sir Matthew 
White Ridley, hart. Their uniform was a blue jacket, white 
trowiers, and a round hat. 

May 13.— The service on the organ at Gateshead church was 
perTormed by a son of R. S. Hawks, esq., (now Sir Robert Shafto 
Havki, knt.), of that place, who was only seven years of age, and 
lost his sight in early inlancy. His performnnce gave a most 
anaziog proof of musical genius and early proflciency. 

May 17. — Being Ascension day, the right worshipful Anthony 
Hood, esq., mayor of Newcastle, and several of tlie aldermen, sur* 
veyed, according to ancient custom, the boundaries of their juris- 
diction on the river Tyne. The procession, consisting of the barges 
of the corporation and river jury, accompanied by boats, &c., suitably 
decorated, set out on the morning, and on their arrival at Clilford b 
Fort, were received by the officers of the garrison with a file of 
men under arms, and salutes from the ships in the harbour and 
guns OD shore. An experiment was tried with the keel fitted up 
By Mr. William Itow, to act as a gun vessel under the direction of 
Captain Talham of the navy, and in conformity to a resolution nS. 
the keel-owners. This vessel completely answered the expecta- 
tions formed of her, and while the procession remained at the Fort, 
she was brought forward and fired several shots with great certainty 
as to the direction, from along 18 pounder in her bow; at^er which, 
the sails were set, and she was taken over the bar, and made seve- 
riU tacks, and alierwards wrought into the harbour in a manner 
that surprised all the nautical persons who saw it, and there was no 
doubt that keels fitted up in the same manner, might be employed 
so as to prevent any privateer coming near this port. The keel 
was fitted with a bul^^'ark all round the gunwale, and had a fiat 
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deck ; she was wrought by seven oars on each side, and sailed 
under two lug sails with topsails. Two long boats fitted aAer 
Captain Schank*s plan, one with acaironade, the other with a long 
six pounder were also exhibited. 

1798 (Ma^ 27^.— Mr. Charlton Nesbit, a native of Swalwell, near 
Newcastle, and who had been a pupil of Mr. Thomas Bewick, received 
from the Society of Arts, London, a silver pallet, for engraving 
Mr. Robert Johnson's drawing of St. Nicholas' church, in Newcastle, 
on twelve blocks united in one. See October 29th, 1796. May 
25th, 1802, Mr. Nesbit received from the same society, the silver 
medal for engravings on wood. A scene in Tasso's *' Jerusalem 
Delivered'* drawn by Mr. Thurston, and exquisitely engraved on 
wood by this eminent artist, is given in lavage's << Decorative 
Printing." He also engraved on wood a portrait of Mr. Thomas 
Bewick for Mr. Charnley's edition of Bewick's « Select Fables of 
iEsop and others." 

Same day, the thanks of the Society of Arts, and the silver me- 
dal were given to Mr. William Featherstonehaugh, of Lambton, 
near Chester-le-street, for a description, a drawing o£, and a model 
of a machine invented by him to counterbalance the ropes used in 
the shafts of mines. 

Jtme. — Military encampments were formed on the coasts of 
Durham and Northumberland. The camps broke up the beginning 
of October. 

Augu9t 7. — Died, at Sunderland, John Dobson, at the extraor- 
dinary age of lis years. 

August 18. — Died, at Monkwearmouth, John Fish, aged lOl 
years. 

September 7. — An alarming fire broke out on board the Joseph 
and Mary, of South Shields, then lying at anchor near the Mill-dam. 
The vessel was consumed nearly to the waters' edge. 

October 5. — In consequence of the signal victory obtained by 
Admiral Nelson, over the French fleet in the Mediterranean, an 
illumination took place in Newcastle, when many transparencies, 
with different appropriate devices, were displayed. 

October 16. — A fire broke out in a hay-stack at a farm called 
Wheat-hill, near Swinburne castle, in Northumberland, which, 
together with eleven corn-stacks, were totally consumed. 

November 26. — A dry dock for the repairing of ships, one of the 
most complete of the kind in the kingdom, was opened at South 
Shields, by Mr. Simon Temple, junior ; on which occasion an ox 
was roasted whole, and with plenty of ale, made a jovial feast for 
the numerous workmen. 

This year, the Baptist Chapel, in Sans Street, Sunderland, was 
built. 

The old gate called Sandgate (part of the town wall) which 
stood across the east end of the Quay, Newcastle, was this year 
removed by order of the magistrates, to widen the street, which, 
on account of the vast number of carriages, was exceedingly in- 
convenient and dangerous to foot passengers. 
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1798. — This year, a gentleman, a stranger to Berwick, instead of 
riding down the high street of Castle-gate, in his way to that town in a 
dark night, and there then being no lamps lighted in that quarter, 
rode down that part of this suburb called Wind-mill-hole. After 
having passed all the buildings to the rieht, the lights in the win- 
dows of Tweedmouth came in view, which he, unfortunately mis- 
taking for those of Berwick, pushed his horse forward to the edge 
of the bank of the river Tweed, and still urging the animal on, 
both were precipitated to the bottom, a descent of upwards of 150 
feet, two-thirds of which is a perpendicular ; and, wonderful to 
relate, although the horses' brains were dashed out, yet the rider 
escaped unhurt, and climbed up another part of the ascent, carry- 
ing his saddle and bridle along with him. 

His grace the duke of Northumberland, having been in- 
formed of the great number of lives that had been saved by the 
use of the South Shields lifc'boat, when ships had been stranded 
at the entrace of the harbour, dld> with sentiments of philanthropy 
and generosity that do honour to his name, this year, make a vo- 
luntary offer to the shipowners, &c. of North Shields, of a boat of 
a similar construction to that at South Shields, to be kept at the 
north side, for the preservation of the lives of seamen in cases of 
shipwreck ; and also to subscribe £20. annually towards defraying 
the expenses that would attend it. 

This year, an Armed Association was formed in the city of Dur- 
ham. About 500 of the inhabitants enrolled themselves, from 
whom a very efficient corps of 300 men was selected, Ralph John 
Fenwick, esq. lieut."Colonel commandant The colours were pre- 
sented by Lady Milbanke, Oct. 10th, this year. A corps of cavalry 
was soon afler raised under the command of Henry Methold, esq. 
Both corps remained embodied till May, 1802. 

1199 C Jan. S.J — The Newcastle Armed Association were drawn up 
in the Nuns' Field, behind Anderson Place, in that town, for the 
purpose of receiving an elegant pair of colours, which were pre- 
sented to them by Lady Ridley, who, in an elegant speech, ad- 
dressed the colonel, to which Sir M. W. Ridley, bart., made a 
suitable reply, afler which, he addressed the corps at considerable 
length, in a speech fraught with loyalty. Lady Ridley also pre- 
sented a standard to the troop of horse attached to the infantry, 
which was replied to by the captain (Burdon, afterwards Sir 
Thomas Burdon, knt), after which he addressed the troop. The 
ground having been encircled by the corps of Newcastle Volun- 
teers, the ceremony was conducted with the greatest regularity, in 
the presence of an immense concourse of people assembled on the 
occasion. A commodious gallery was erected for the accommoda- 
tion of the ladies, which extended the whole length of the back 
part of the Turks' Head long-room and the old theatre. Afler 
receiving the colours, the corps fired three excellent vollies ; the 
Newcastle Volunteers then formed a line, in the front of which 
the Association marched from the field. The corps afterwards 
partook of an elegant entertainment provided at Brodie's* the 



S92 HirroftiCAL BBOttrftK of [a. d. 1799. 

Tark*s Head iiin,at whidi tiie general and die staff of die district, 
■id mail J other oCoers and gendemen of disdnction were present 
In die evening, diere was a spKendid ball at the Assembly Rooms, 
ander the patronage of Ladj Ridley. 

To particularise erery presentation of coloiirs would be impoi- 
s3ile within the limiu of this work, suffice it to say, that the to- 
fasnieer corps in the counties of Durham and NorthundieiisDd, 
raoaived their colours ^Noierwliif from the hands of die fiur sez,tbai 
stimulating the exertions of those brare individuals who had cosk 
forward in defence of dieir country. 

1799 (Jmm. S^.r-Died, at Craike, in the coun^of Durham, at die 
advanced age of 104 years, Simeon EUerton. He was a noted 
pedesdian, and was often employed by gentlemen in the neigh- 
bourhood on commissions to London, and other places, whidi be 
always executed on loot with fidelity and diluence. He lived in 
n neat stone cott^^ of his own building, and what was remarkable, 
he had litersDy carried it on his own heul ! it being his practice to 
bring home fiom every journey, the properest stone he could pick 
ifi on the road, until he had accumulated a sufficient quandtj to 
erect his habitation, by which time, although the modve had ceued, 
this practice had grown so much into a habit, that he imagined he 
eoold travel die better for having a wei^t upon his head, 
and he seldom came home without some loading. If any per- 
son enquired his reason, he used ftcetiously to answer ** '7w to 
As^onarsfAat-' 

Pfkntanf 9« — This was a most dreadful stormy day, so much 
so, that (beii^^ Saturday) no carts could get to Newcastle market 

March 10. — A fire broke out in the workshop of Mr. Laing, 
ship-builder, at Monkwearmouth-shore. It raged wiUi such violence, 
that all the stores therein, consisting of pitch, tar, oakum, &c 
widi the workmen's tools, were totally destroyed, before it could 
be got under. Unfortunately Mr. Laing's office was in the pre- 
mises, and all his books, papers, &c. were consumed. 

March 15. — A handsome brig of 875 tons burthen, was launch- 
ed at Tweedroouth. It was built by Mr. Bruce, and was the 
largest vessel ever built at that place. 

Alarch 26. — Died, at the Leazes, near Newcasde, of a pul- 
monary complaint, aged 46 years, Mr. John Howard, author of 
•*A Tr$aiiM on Spherical beometryy 1798," and several other 
ingenious mathematical and poetical performances. He was in- 
tenred in St. John's church-yard, in Newcastle. 

ApHl 18. — Matthew Ridley, esq. (the present baronet), eldest 
son of Sir M. W. Ridley, barL, attained his 2l8t year, on which 
occasion, the bells in the difierent churches in Newcastle were 
rung at intervals during the day, and the utmost festivity reigned 
at the hospitable mansion of Blagdon. The day was also cele- 
brated widi unusual glee at Blyth, where a grand dinner was given 
to the principal inhabitants, and in the evening there was a general 
illumination. It may not, perhaps, be unworthy of remanc, that 
to distinguish more particularly this joyous event, a laige flag 
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VIS hoisted on the highest vane of the church of St. Nicholas, 
Newcastle. 

1799 (May 29 J. — A fire broke out in a farm-house inhabited by 
l^lark Jobson, hind to Mr. Robert Jobson, of Elswick, near New- 
castle, which in a short time consumed the same, and also a cow 
confined in one of the out-houses. Mrs. Jobson was severely 
burnt in endeavouring to extricate the poor animal from the 

flames. 

This month, died, in Newcastle, John Jackson, a firee-meter, an 
eccentric character, well known by the name of ^ Beau Jaehm.** 
He applied to the parish officers of St. Nicholas' for relief which 
was granted to him. Afler his death, cash to the amount of £100. 
was found in his apartment. 

July 22. — Mary Nicholson, was executed at Durham, for poison- 
ing her mistress. On being launched from the cart the rope broke, 
and she fell to the ground ; and it was near an hour before another 
was procured to execute the sentence o£ the law. 

July 25. — Died, in the 31st year of his age, John Tweddell, 
esq., of Threepwood, in Northumberland. This accomplished 
scholar and gentleman was educated at Hartforth, under the Rev. 
Matthew Rainc (father of Dr. Raine, of the Charter-house), and 
after some time spent with Dr. Parr, entered of Trinity College, 
Cambridge, where his classical acquirements, and particularly tlic 
elegance of his Greek and Latin compositions soon opened a path 
to academic honours. In 1788 he gained the whole of Sir William 
Brown's prizes; in 1790 the chancellor's medal; and in 1791 and 
1792 the members' prize for Middle and Senior Bachelors. Mr. 
Tweddell was elected Fellow of Trinity College in 1792. He en- 
tered of the Middle Temple soon after ; but, in 1795 embarked 
for Hamburgh, on a classical tour, and dying at Athens, was 
buried in the llieseum. A block of white marble, with a simple 
Greek inscription, was, after ^some difficulty, placed over Mr. 
Tweddell's remains by the exertions of Lord B3rron, and Mr. Fiot, 
of St. John's. 

August 6. — The Count D'Artois, and his suite, passed through 
Newcastle, on their way from Edinburgh to London. 

August 8. — Died, at his residence at the Bath-house, Newcas- 
tle, major-general Lord Viscount Fielding, colonel of the 22d 
regiment of light dragoons, and second in command of the military 
force in that district. August Idth the corpse was removed for 
interment in the family vault in Warwickshire, attended with grand 
military honours. 

August 28. — About six o'clock on the morning, a fire broke out 
in a warehouse at the Head of the Side, belonging to Mr. Bulman, 
saddler and ironmonger, which for a short time raged with great 
fury ; but the fire bell having been rung and the drum beat to 
arms, the water ensines, a number of active men, and a sufficient 
ranjge of military to xeep off the crowd and prevent pilfering, were 
very quickly assembled; and the flames, though at first tremen- 
dous' m appearance, and threatening destruction to the whole 
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building, were overcome in less than an hour. The origin of the 
conflagration could not be accounted for, as no [tersoD lived on the 
premiaea ; and though a fire had been lighted in one of the rooms 
a few hours the preceding day, it nas extinguished about six 
o'clock in the evening. A considerable part of the extensive stock 
was inevitably burnt, but the greater part was saved by tlte exer- 
tions of those who were ready and anxious to render every assis- 
tance in their power, yet in tlie hurry of removal, great loss and 
injury were sustained. During the conflagration, the proprietor in- 
formed the assistants that there was a (juantity of gunpowder in 
one of the upper warehouses, and two intrepid fellows mounted a 
ladder, and, through a window, entered the apartment wbefe il 
was placed, within a few inches of burning matter, and safely 
lodged tlie barrels in St. Nicholas' church; a most fortunate 
circumstance, as a few minutes' delay might perhaps have e 
dangered the lives of an immense multitude. Mr. Bulman's sb 
and warehouse were part of a range of buildings which sto 
in the middle of tiie street a little in advance of the soutb door _, 
St. Nicholas' church ; they are now entirely removed. Mr. BounK) 
in his History of Newcastle, page 109, points out the advaotafH 
of their removal. It was in these premises that Mr. Partis' dreaS 
ful fire occurred.— 5ee Oct. 21, 1724. 

1799 fStpL \). — A woman was interred at St. Oswald's chm 
Durham, aged 102 years. She retained her faculties in 
ing degree. 

Sfptembtr 5. — On the news arriving In Newcastle, of the DuttL^ 
fleet in the Texel having been surrendered to Admiral MitcbeA 
tlie bells were rung, the volunteers marched to the Sandhill, wlu 
they fired three vollles to celebrate tJic achievement, and t 
anned association went through the same ceremony with gn 
dexterity at the Forth. The Darlington volunteers met in t 
Market Place of that town, and fired three fine vollies, and t 
town at night was brilliantly illuminated. 

October 3. — A woman was brought to the lunatic asylum, ne_ 
Newcastle, who had lived upwards of three years among tlw 
rocks, on the sea-shore near Seaham. From whence, or in wtig^ 
manner she first came there, was unknown ; but she spoke ibl 
Scottish dialect, and talked of Loch-Stewart and Aber-Gordoo, i 
a rambling manner. She was about 35 years of age, inoSeiuivf 
and cheerful, and during her residence among the rocks was taft 
tastically dressed in rags which chance or shipwreck threw in htf 
way ; she always kept a good fire of weed or coal which the Ml 
threw up, and it was supposed lived on shell-fish. What was ni 
tnarkable, a beard had grown on the lower part of her chin nearif 
an indi long, and bushy like the whiskers of a man. 

October 10. — The Newcastle armed association were drawl 
out on the Town Moor, to be reviewed by lieut.-gencral Mu^rave^i 
The corps allcrwards fired three excellent vollies or the Sandhilli 
to celebrate the important victory of the surrender of Alkmaar. in 
Holland ; the bells were also rung on the occasion. Immediatelj 
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after the first fire, a countryman standing in his cart, unused pro- 
bably to " (At din of arms," and not expecting so loud a salutation, 
fell OS flat as if he liad been actually shot, to the great amusenient 
of those members of tlie corps who observed the circunistance ; 
added to wliich, the ghost-like countenance exhibited by the poor 
fellow on his resurrection from his " dream of death" contributed 
not a little to the extravagance of the scene. 

ITSDj* Ocl, 1 1 J. — A violent explosion took place in Lumley colliery, 
in tile county of Durham, by which dreadful catastrophe thirty- 
nine humon beings were launched into etemitj-. 

November 12. — Several meteors, or balls of fire, were seen at 
<ireatham, near Hartlepool, and other parts of that neighbourhood. 
Tbey were first observed between five and six o'clock on the morn- 
ing, in an eastern direction, and continued falling in succession 
and together tilt day-break. Tlie atmosphere was very clear, and 
the moon, which was full, shone with uncommon brilliancy. The 
meteors at first appeared like what are vulgarly called shooting 
stars, which soon became stationary ; they then, as it were, hurst, 
but without any perceptible report, and passed to the norljiward, 
leaving behind them beautiful trains of flouting fire in various 
shapes, some pointed, some radiated, some in sparks, and others in 
large columns. The firc-bolU conduued falling about two hours, and 
were succeeded tJU near eight o'clock by slight ttasbes of lightning. 
The general appearance was subUmelv awful, particularly to the 
Hartlepool fishermen then at sea. "To some spectators the sky 
appeared to open, and to display a number of luminous serpents 
moving in a particular direction ; these were soon afler broken 
into separate balls, and fell towards tlie earth in a shower of 
fire. 

November 14. — General Sir Ralph Abercromhie, and his suite, 
landed at Shields from the Helder, which (hey left on the llUi. 
A Russian general landed at the isame time. 

This montli, seven transports put into Sliielda through stress of 
weather, having on board upwards of 1,600 Russians and Cossacks, 
bound for Guernsey. Several of the officers were in Newcastle on 
the 2lBt, and excited much curiosity as they walked through 
the streets. They danced at the Assembly in the evening, and 
amused the company with some of their own country songs after 
tea. Their uniform was green, with enormous cocked hata almost 
covered witli gold lace. 

December 14. — Early on the morning, a fellow contrived to 
break tlirough a window into the kitchen at Woolsingtou, near 
Newcastle, the scat of Matthew Hell, est]., where a young chimney- 
sweeper, who had not finished his work the day before, was lying 
under a table ; after having warmed himself at the fire, the fellow 
proceeded up stairs, when the young gentleman of tlie black robe 
ventured out of his covert, and, by ringing a bell, alarmed the 
family, but the fellow made his escape ; the boy, however, gave so 
accurate a description of his person and dress, that he was taken 
soon after in company with two women (one of whom pretended 
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St. NichoUi,«aS,EIU; DurlMnea' 



Benton, Long, hoppinR, 171); cfancbJA 

Banwici— taken, <>: giien lo Uiubinti 

17; conTcnti, 18, £4; buini, !<i 

hndse, ££; beseged, £3; plundcnd. 

' ai, M; WhiH * — "■ 



Scoi- 






tdward ukea and forudei, taken bf 
Wallace. 3t ; cuunieu of Buchaaeoa. 
fined at, !&; I^nard at,part of Wal- 
lace'* body at, Edward 11., hi] aueto, 
and nobletat,33; aTed bf a iloft, 31; 
Iijiward II. with hit army before, Um 
torn utfd at. 36; the kiog't sfleT at, 
Edward 111. buieges and liuga the 
EuTcrnot'i>ton>.40, tl ; a WiiraaDcai 
ticld,t3; treaty, taken, turTeod(n,aO; 
hospilaland chapel, taken by nans, ft! ; 
taken and regained, 53; cannon ttra 
used at, goiemor beheaded, 56; be- 
sieged, 63; lurrendercd, 61; prlncea 
AlnrgaretBt,69; truce.TS; army ac 
73; army at, made a free town, ic- 
puired, 7*; conference, 70; queen of 
Scots at, 77; new forliBcationt, T8; 
charter, 81; bridge built, 88; tuipri*- 
ed. 101; taken by Cromnll, 118; 
church, 103; wilchea, 105 j On at. 
110; vicar hanged, IIA; Heal dnke of, 
120; birrackl btiilt, 13S ; acbool, l«l 
ToTunteen,173; duke oT Cumbatlaad 
at,iSl; townball, 199; George 111. 
proclainxd. £30; coronBlloa cclebra- 
ted, 236 ; quicknlrer fonod, £77 1 dtike 
of Cumberland, £e£ ; organ, (W; rv 
cordur of, £98 : trial with a noo-fni*- 
man, £97 ; mob at. 3fii ; Ihealri, gT' 



INDXX. 



399 



Bewick, Mr. Tbomasi prwnium to, 804. 

Blvd, Mr. John, 165. 

BtA op Aiickkuidy a centenaiiaD, gets new 
teMhat,l54w 

Bhbop MiddleiMm church, 89. 

Bkhopton and Sockbnm cburchet, SS. 

Biabopwcarmouth, singulAr wedding at, 
SOSi. 

BjOflKAPHiCAL voncxi— John and Rich- 
ard de Hesbam, 6; St Cuthbcrt, Ve- 
nerable Btde, 7 ; Godric, 8 ; Doctor 
Hugh, Duni Scotut, Friar Martin, 
S8; John de Tjrnemoath, Nicholas 
Durham, de ; Rof^ Thornton, 56 ; 
Edward Drnler, 69 ; Robert Rodes, 
68 ; Nicholas BUdley, 75; Ut. Gibson, 
78 ; Dr. Turner, 77 ; Barnard Gilpin, 
79 ; Dr. Jackson,86; Dr. Carlton, 86; 
Bobert Hegge, 87; John Hall, 108; 
Cokmel Lilbum, 109 ; John Pigg, 1 16 ; 
John Rttshworth, 18S ; Sir John Duck, 
184; Rer. John March, 184 ; Sir John 
Fenwick, 186; Jacob Bee, ISl ; Wil- 
Jiam Elstob, ISS; Sit Samuel Garth, 
ISB; Richaid Lumley, 199 : Sir Wil-. 
liam Blackett, 141 ; Francis Place, 145 ; 
Thomas Whittell, 147; John Horsley, 
148; Rer. Henrj Bourne, 148 ; Dame 
ClaTerhi|N 150 ; Richard Ridley, 158; 
BdwBfd Chicken, 186; John Millott, 
187 ; Ur. Thomlinson, 187 ; Rev. Mr. 
Coekbum, 189; John Hodgson, 191; 
Sir Chaloner Ogle, 198 ; Sir Henry 
Grey, I9S; Edward CoItII 194; 
Matthew White, 194; John Bacon, 
808; Jeremiah Moore, 806; Robert 
Watson, 810; Jedediah Buxton, 818; 
Mn. Elstob,814 ; Robert Clover, 817 ; 
Dr. Hunter, 817 ; Sir Wm. Middleton, 
SIS ;Geo. Pickering, 81 9; John Hilton, 
880; Martin Bryson, 884; Lady 
Blackett, 886 ; Geo. Bowes, 889 ; Rob. 
Dodsley, 846; Richard Dawes, 857; 
Dr. John Brown, 859; Richard Clark 
f^fimh 861 ; Christopher Middleton, 
370; Charles Arison, 878 ; Dr. Aken- 
iide, 873; Robert Haxby, 877; Dr. 
Grey, 878 ; Sir Francis Blake DelaTal, 
881; Dr. Askew, 8^, 899; John 
Cunningham, 896; George Cough- 
ran, 897; Isaac Thompson, S04; 
Sir Walter Blackett, 809 ; Wil. 
liam Wilkin, 809; Matthew Ridley, 
818; Mrs. Slack, 818; Mrs. Go- 
meldon, 818; Re?. James Murray, 
881; Capuin BoTcr, 888; William 
Emerson, S88; Lancelot Brown, 884> 
B«T. Mr. Cooke, 387; Matthew Du- 
ane, 835 ; Dr. Rotheram, 844 ; Lionel 
Charlton, 846 ; Rev. John Rotheiam, 
850; Thomas Umfrerille, 854; Wil- 
liam Whitehead, 864; Brass Crosby, 
366; ReT. John Wallis, 867; William 
Chapman, 370 ; Gilbert Gray, 371 ; 
Rrr. William Romaine,374; Robert 



Johnson, 881; Willism Hilton, 389; 
John Howard, S98; John Tweddeli, 
393. 

Blackett, Sir William, 141. 

Blackett, Sir Walter, builds a library, 
154 ; bis horses suffbcated,155 ; hospital, 
808 ; death of Lady, 885 ; persmbulates 
the boundsries, 847; lays foundation, 
864; his death 809; portrait of 311. 

Black boy christened, 838. 

Black Gate, Newcastle, 86, 155. 

Black Friars, NewcssUe, 87, 89, 48. 

Black Middens, ISO. 

Blacksmith hung by the jaw, 344. 

Blskeston, John snd Mrs., HI. 

Blake Chesters, 37. 

Blanchland Abbey, 80. 

Block of sUver, 869 ; of gold and silver, 
87& 

Blount, SirW., marries Miss Riddell, 
364. 

Blyth sands, review on, 975. 

Boar kills a man, 888, 338. 

Boat, see Life Boat. 

Body-— found without a head, 343, found 
in Stepney lane, 853. 

Bolsm, a consuble, killed, 881. 

Bolbeck common, 856. 

Boldon Buke, 88. 

Bolton beheaded, 56. 

Bonar, John takes sanctuary, 64. 

Booth, Joseph (ducks and green peas) 
389. 

Bortbwick, lord, 891. 

Boscawen's, admiral, victory, 884. 

Bost, John and others executed, 81. 

Bothal Castle, 44. 

Bounder, or march stones, 103. 

Boundaries of Newcastle, 800, 847. 

Bourbon, duke of, 378. 

Bourne, Hew, Henry, 148. 

Bover, captain, 328. 

Bovericks, curious notice, 853. 

Bowes, Mrs. death of, 140. 

Bowes, George, esq., presents a horse to 
the Duke of Cun^berland, 181; his 
horse Cato wins the first king's plate, 
806 ; Hilton castle purchased by Mrs., 
880 ; death of George Bowes, 889 ; his 
daughter (Lady Sujthmore) of age, 
870. 

Bow, St. Mary le, church, 89. 

Bowling green at Newcastle, 110* 

Bowmen, scs Chevy Chase. 

Boy— fished up 147; shot, 169; black, 
christened, 838. 

Brsncepath church, figures in, 64. 

Brandling, Robert, knighted, 74. 

Brandling, Robert, executed, 88. 

Brandling, colonel, made prisoner, 94. 

Brass, Mr., fsmil^ of murdered, 118. 

Bricklayers' meeting bouse, 188. 

BaiDOBs— Newcastle, 8,86, 58, 114, 874^ 
884» 889, 890, 893, 319; Framwellgate, 
17,830; £l?e^ 80,830, 8(>8,888; Ber- 



r 



rates i □•« 



1, M; Barnard- 
le D»i] Water, 
[TorbridKC, ll:>, 
E8B: Weldon MilJ,' 170; Gl«n<vhell, 
S3T; R>dley-b*JI, £37, 266, SiU Sai i 
8t«:kton,S3a,il6 i WIniloa Ford, St! i 
Corabill.SM) Wilton, tU,«S8, SUi 
U(ihain,!lii,Sse,300, S2Ii Sunder, 
land, E6Si Haydon. £8(1, !95 3J1; &1- 
lendale, £a6; Aliton, £86; Cboller- 
ford, too, esi ; Froitcrlcj, iSS j Wol- 



Durl 



, £91; 

9,360 1 Sua- 



Alnwick, £96 iWoolcr,. 

detluid, S&9, 96S. 
Bri>l« Toirer, 317. 
BriUin invaded by (he Romant, I ; de- 

Krted bj tbrm 3; call Ihe Saioiit, 3. 
Broadbett, Mr. Michael, 362. 
Brougb, Robert, killtd by a Ijull, 3&I. 
BrooD, Dr. Joha, SbK. 
Broun, Lancelot, 3E4. 

dered, 363. 



d Itich 



tried, I 



BruceiniadesNurthuiiibarUiidaDd Our- 

bam, Si. 
BrjioD, Martin, ££*. 
Bucephalui launched, 3£S. 
Buchan, Counieu of, in a rage, 3£. 
Bull, a, killi a woman, iSB ; bailed am) 

S9e,3£7; kill! Roben Brough,351. 
Butler earl of OmiDnd beheaded, GO. 
Butler, Biibop, 19a, 199. 
Butdikln on All Sainu' Steeple, 381. 
Burddll, llubtrl, Aayorof Stockton, 6£. 
BurEesaca of Morpeth, £63; NewcaaUe, 

£9i,S90. 
Burgh, Matilda, her penance, 57. 
Burgher-meeong hou«, ?77. 
liureau, old, !S7. 
Bury, bi^ap enthroned, iS: royal fisb,U, 



CalaiBfihipsror the siege or, 41 



Calli 



ir'^ U. 



>. 311. 



Campa, SSO, .S£3, 3T4s 379, SS^ 390. 
Candle, a curioui, £71. 
CaanaiiBnluied,a@; ball fired inlo 

Eichanfte, 187. 
Canute, king, al St. Cutbbert'ohrioe. 
Carhain,Me llaltlet. 
Canlepb, biibop, •acalet the lee oT D 

haiD — mioied and builds the catlied 

la. 

Carletan, Dr. George, B& 
Carliale, la Roadi. 
Carmelite Fiian, £7, ES. 
Carnage driven oter a precipice, 358. 
Caroline, queen, runeral of, 155 
Carpenler'a toa-er. Newcastle, 138. 
Cathedral, Durham, built, 16; cen.... 
towcrt— aiDcallu>-B*'''<'i*<>d height 



Cuholict— thirteen eieculed fo: 
ligion,eo,Si,SSi chapeli il 
IBO; chapel, 387. 

Cato Kins tfae flnt king'i plate,; 

Cedaell and hii army, a. 

CemelerleB, £Si, 339. 

Ceutenatiaiu, (H LongcTilT. 

Chair,antiaue,llS. 

Chapman, Mr. William, 970. 

Challenge, a, £08. 



Cbaik 



-Tynen 



1 1 NeocBitle, £1, £8, £39, SU, b 
387, 388] StockLon, £t( Ueatan,S 
BerwIckiMi Durham, 71; Winlauo. 
I|T, 1(9; Old Bewick, US; Bd. 
fard,127i two deMroyed, I6U ; TanWd. 
193; Cornhill, 199,203; PentbeT.tH'i 
Wbitley and Ninebanki £46 ; Sundrr- 
land, iV7, £68, 38tt, 390; Eibc, £77; 
Bamboroufth, !97i Cloae Houat, 318; 
Tweednwuib.SI9i Benad^STOi Bij- 
don bridge, STO. 
ChaierB-hnujth colliery, iiMchiD«ai,£Oei 

Ctaarleal., King— atRabycaiUa— AikL 
Und— Durham— Newc**Cl« tod Ber- 
wick, 87, 68 ; march agaiDM Iha con- 

nanlen — at Raby cattle Diufiaai, 

Newcastle, and B«-wick. 90; priioncr 
at NewcaUle, 100; dellTtml, 101 ; Ber- 
wick lurpriKd for, 101. 

Charles 11. restorslion o f ee w orea ibt 
clerk of All Sainti, 111, |l£ ; mayor 
and aldermen addreai, 115; grants Ibt 
UiCbtbond ahilling, IIT; aniufemrf 
or, 157; Statue orCSO. 

Charlotte, I'nnceEi, lands, £35 ; dcliicted, 
£3S. 

Chariion, Mrs,, killa her children •nd 
self, 105. 

Charlton, Mr. Lionel, 346. 

Chester -le-.ireel, see at, 9 ; remorcd, 10; 
church. 11; royal In-aly at, IS; Lnm- 
ley eOlgiea, Bl ; church, cuMoui rntfy 
in, 67 ; Bre at, 179 ; ipir* lebuili, ttm. 

Chevy Chas*. bowmen of, 353, SM.SM, 
359, S6£, 363, 364, 368. 

Chicken, Mr. Edward, 188. 

Chillo Well*, £9. 

Child, a, gambled for, 151 ; bunU, ^ 
recovered by a doe, £*S. 

Cborographia and Mr. Grey, 101. 

Chriuened, twin daughten, SSi. 

Chronicle, Newcastle, £44. 

Church yardt, *H Cemeterle* 

Cinders, Roman, £39. 

Circus, Ntwcanle, 353. 

Clandestine marriafte, penilen 

Clarke'sengiDe,£6S) ballmo, 

Clarence, duke of, freedom U>. 

Clark, SUmtr, 166, 192, 317. 

Claveringbame Jane, 150 ; f 

Clay path gate, Durham, -" 

Clayton, general, killed. 

Clergy saciciyoflbesoni of lhc,l» j 
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CterelMMi, dokc of, interred, 890. 

CUibid'e Fort, lift. 

Clock corions, 87; St. Niebolae' church, 
886; AU8einU,S87. 

Cloee Gete» Newcastle, S8d. 

Cloee house built end chepel remoted 
818. 

Clorer, Robert, 917. 

Coals, first dug, 85, 49, 60 ; machine for, 
191, 806k 814; cinders, 889; sceam-en. 
gine, 840 ; won at West Denton, 868 ; 
ml Tanfleld, 866; at WiUington, 804 ; 
•ft FelUng, 816; on WaMridge, 817. 

Cobk, a, overset, 191, 860. 

Gockbom, Rev. Mr., 189. 

Codfish and gold ring, 848. 

ComKS, Urns and Skeletons found— «t 
Olantoo, 188; Combill, 199; New- 
ea8Ue,801,888,871,8S6; Twisell,811; 
Gatehead Fell, 819; Bishopaucklsnd, 
819; FulweU, 881; Sbawdon, 880; 
Azwell, 840; Corbridge, 808; Rut- 
Chester, 864; Pelaw, 876; Ay ton, 878; 
Torpin's hill, 890; Low Hewortb,896; 
Caetlo Eden, 804; Hulne Abbinr,81l ; 
Haydon bridge, 818; near Wooler, 
844; Hartlepool. 866 1 near North 
Shields, 866; Canibo,87B; Ryton,88S. 

Coins, see Antiquities. 

Collectors of recusants' money, 90. 

CoUieriee belonging to Tynemouth, 41. 

CoLLUEiBS fired and inundated— two on 
the Wear, 108; Galla FIa^ 186; near 
Benw«ll, 188; Tanfleld, 169; North 
Biddick, 168; Chater's baugb, 816; 
Ravenswortb, 817 ; Long Benton, 888, 
887,866; Hartley, 887; Walker, 861, 
867 ; Pelton, 864 : South Biddick, 866 ; 
Lambton, 868; Fatfleld, 861 ; Wylam, 
888; on the Wear, 896; WaU's end, 
888,886, 886, 887, 889, 867 ; Fauld, 384 ; 
Hope pit, 870; Picktree, 878 ; Harra- 
ton,878; New Washington, 878 ; Sla- 
tvford,880; Lumley,896. 

Collingwood, Thomas escapes, 177. 

Colours, buried, 841 ; presented, 876, 
8B4»881. 

Comet, 89. 

Commissioners, at Newcastle, 87, 40, 40, 
60, 68, 7ft ; at Durham, 69 ; at Ber- 
wick, 78. 

Commons divided, 897, 809; inclosed 
866»878. 

Compton, William, esq., 896. 

Conduit, Mr. Grey's, 101. 

Congrees at Newcastle, 87. 

Conscience, court of, 188. 

Consumption of provisioos at Durhanit 46. 

Content, the^ beats the French, 816. 

Contest, greati at Durham, 887 ; at Mor- 
pMb,86ft. 

Cooway, lord, defeated, 98. 

Conqueror, est William the, 

Convention, at Wark, 88 ; fbr a royal 
marriagt|64b 



Cordwainers, present A'eedom and prise 
shoe to Sir M. W. Ridley, 801 ; pro- 
cession, 858; hall, 871. 

Corbridge, monastery, 8 ; burnt, 8I» 84 ; 
ancient borough, 116; bridge, 116»S86; 
antiquity found at, 149 ; market, 849 ; 
skeletons found. 868; common, 809. 

Corn, plenty of, 880. 

Corn miUs, near Alnwick, 866, 877. 

Combill casUe, 64; chapels, 199, 808; 
bridge, 844. 

Coronation of George II., 148 ; of Geo. 
IlL, 886. 

Corporation subscribe to the war, 888. 

Coquet river, 850. 

Coughran Mr. George, 897. 

Courant, Newcastle, newspaper, 188, 141, 
867. 

Courant, Durham, newspeper, 168. 

Covenanters invade England, 91. 

Cowper, Dr. interred, ^6. 

Cox's refinery, 876. 

Crawford, John, a medal to, 888. 

Creagh Sir W., admitted a burgvss, elect* 
ed mayor, addresa signed by, ugns a sur- 
render of the charter, 120, 181. 

Crewe, lord, arrives at Durham, 187; hi 
death, 189. 

Cromwell, Oliver, and army atNewcastle^ 
returned to and feasted by the mayor, 
at Durham and Barnard castle, 108, 
108; at Durham and Berwick, sends 
prisoners, ministers write to, 106; ad- 
dress from Durham, baptised churches 
address, petition from Newcastle to, 
107; churches address, signs a writ for 
foundinga University, 106. 

Cromwell Ilichard proclaimed, 110* 

Crossby, Brass, esq., notice of, 866. 

Cross Gate moor divided, 870. 

Croeses—Neville's,47; Percy's, 61; New- 
castle, 180^ 184, 148, 896, S86» 880^ 884; 
Eshe, 180 ; Morpeth, Darlington, 187 ; 
Sumfordham, 154 ; Hexham, 869 ; 
Haydon bridge, 878 ; Malcolm's, 800 ; 
Durham, 819; Ry ton, 888. 

Crowley, Sir Ambrose, 117; advertlaa- 
ment of, 118. 

Crow's nest, curious, account of, 886. 

Croxdale, manor of, 68. 

Cullodon, battle of, 188. 

Cumberland, duke of, at Durham and 
Newcastle^ 180; at Morpeth, Feltoo, 
Alnwick, and Berwick, 181 ; returns to 
Newcastle, 183; birth day, 881 ; death 
of, 854; at Alnwick, and Berwick, 
888 ; at Morpeth, Seaton Dclaval, and 
Newcastle, 883. 

Cunningham, John, the poet, 896. 

Curtis Ulls a baiUflr, 813. 

Custom bouse at Newcastle^ 89, 861 ; it 
Hartlepool burnt, 311. 

Cutbbert, St., account of, 7 ; body rcnor- 
ed to Chester, 9; to Durham, 10; t0 
Lindiaferne, Ihence to Durham, U; 



i 



banner of, IT, 7Q; ihrine oF, I7i antl- 
path} 10 women, SO, 41, fi?; kfng Ed- 
ward at Uie shrine aF, 37; prophiDed, 
67; Henrj, VI. on a pilgrimsge U 
b9; Doaar cLainii unctuary, 61. 

D. 
Dallon'a Place, Nevcaule, HI. 



Dim-IBCTON— church. 80, hell kettles 
near, ei; Kdourd I. at, SO; prlnctti 
MarKBretal, l>Gi grimiiiar*choDl,and 
partriit or the foundren, 77; plagueat, 

S69, S7i, SU;'beni Vccait, 211 ; itlumi- 

nation, sgt. 
David, king of ScoU, takea Alnwick and 

Noiininnitln, and oLbei chirr placci ; 

peace with, 18; ioTade* England, la- 

veM> Newcaitle, and Ukea Durham, 

48 ; taken priMtncr u NeTiIle'i CroEi, 

U. 
Daiiun't, Mr. apparent death, S9«. 
OailioD'i hospital!. £»). 
Dan, blind, a mmilrrl, IS9. 
Dawea, Rev, Richard, SHJ. 
Dawaini, Mr. hung by hii jaw, £ia 
Dean and chapter bridge, S9I . 
Dun Street and Moaley Street, SM. 
Deer, red, deslrojcd, 116. 
Delaitl— Sir Ralph, ISO ; Sir Francis 

BUke, 881 ; Sir John Husiey'i wr- 

*«nl'B «IM[K| ^l I lord, bin iheitre, 

3S7. 

Delinquenu Train Ne> 

Denton Hall, enterlu 

Denton Tower, Newc 

Derwent lead mines, 6 

Dcrwenlwater, earl of, joinithe rebeli, 
ISS; Mken and beheaded, IS6; Charlr- 
brother to, makus hia evcape from pri 
on, me; taken and beheaded, \Si. 



*7i 



Despatch, wonderful, in Iravellmg, I 
Dettingen, defeat al, general Cla' 
killed, 168. 



Diamond in a woodcock, «56. 
Dleden, barou, at Capheaton, 869, 
' DilBtonHaII,BA,SSS. 

{Dinidale spa, SGi. 
DUpeoMT* — Neweaitle, Sll 1 Duttiam, 
.f S3T; Bishopwcannoulh, S78. 

' Dobaon's, Roger, tokens, 118. 

DockwravSquarcEil. 
Dacka^-Narlh Shields, SOli Soutb 

Shield!, .H90. 
Dodaley, Mr. Robert, 846. 
Uogs, lagacitf of, E48, £47. 
Donkin'a, Mr., marriage, ]9i. 
Douglaa, Mr. Henry, killed, SOO. 
Drage's, Mn. funeral, 161. 
Drought, great, and rain, 85, 
Druidi, account of the, 1. 
Duanc, Matthew, es]., SS5, 
Duck, Sir John, account of, 184. 



Ouck, lagacitT of a, SIT. 

Duel, at Newcastle, 140; captain Gtejr 

killed in a, 801. 
Duke, Edmund and other caOioliti we- 

cuted, SO. 
Dumpling, an enormous, 866. 



Duns Scoti 
Dunslanbo 

Uurhsm, I 



Bunched, aee. 

ianor of, S5. 



d— St.Culb. 
bert, 10 ; Scats attack, 1 1 i castle built, 
Walcher, bishop of, murdered, IE ; ca- 
thedral built, 15; finished, comnan 
hall, wall built, castle, Frunwell-gM 
bridge, 17; cuileseiied, suburbs bunt, 
mint, 19; Galilee built, 2" "'— 
bridge and city walls, charter, 
tral tower of the cathedral, nine 
CBlitee,lengIhand height orihec _ 
dra!,94;orderbetweeu NewcanlesK^ 
S7; bishop complaint, 89; Edward X 
at, 38 ; suburbs burnt, 34 ; Edward If 
at, 37 ; Scott invade and encamp, t^ 

Edward III. and queen at " * 

Uinmenl in the castle of, G 
48, 43; battle of Neville's 
flrst la;nun interred in th< 

■ confloed in, consttmptiau d 






in, 46 ; bishop's throna, H{, I 
63 ; gaol and •chaols boiKl 



56 ; plague at, bl ; hoilasei, ki 

Scobst, and cathedral fi[e4,fi9: rm 
Ier»of,eichequcr built, Henry VI, i^ 
a pilgrimage, and commiulonen I' 
S9: princess Margaret at, 66; colta) 
gateway, 71 ; monastery ai 



•t, 79; charteT,Hr>tniayor,83i knigbli 
and burgesses, S4 ; curious clock, B7} 
Scots enter, and dreadful state of, Mrl 
la« auiie at, 94; Scots army at, WSM 

96 ; revenues uken fro ■— ^ • 

101 ; cattle sold, 105 ; 
at, 106; borough pur 
at, address Cromwell, counlv and 
return members to Crorowell's pa 
ment, 107; Cramwall'i 
biihapriek, county palatine, ■ 
and chapter restored. 111 ; re, ___ 
lives, lib, 117; cathedral tibrair, i.._ 
dow blown in, servanU first bimi, 117; 
charter surrendered, 119; bishop of, 
like atiomeer, 140; duke of Cumber. 
Undat, ISO; haUn!built,e09j •«- ~- 
Scarborough, the bishop, and the H 
James Lumley, made free of, 8 
lower and buildinKs removed, 1 
great contest at, 837 ; bells re 
ning, 860 ; new theatre, SSQ 
dral surveyed. 308; corporattoii n 
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td, 318 ; croM pu]M down, SI 9 ; dukt 

of NortbnnnlMrkDd made firtc, 980; 

Jightcdy watdMd, And pavedy thMtre U 

9bl ; woMd uncuUioBy S9I. 
I>fcr, •, obuint % singular ookmr, 899. 
Dytn, two, drownod by a ibatp, 888. 
Dpilaj, Edward, a cannalita, 69. 

£. 
JEidbtrt mtom the church does, rcbuilda 
the church of Lindiifcma, and removes 
&. Cuthbart.7. 
Eoilon, oarl of, marriage of, 813. 
Earth bathing and Dr. Graham, 868. 
Earthquakes, at Newcastle, 89; Long 

Benton, S&6 ; Stockton, 819. 
Earadon church built, 17. 
FbchesTsr monartery, 6, 
Eccxnaica— John Figg, 116; Tbooiss 
Whittcll, 147; Skipper Clark, 166, 198, 
317 ; DftYid Hall, BKmd Dm, 189 ; 
Act. Thomas Cooke, 387; rbomas 
French, STB ; Simeon Ellerton, 398 ; 
B^Mi Jackson, 393. 
£cUp8tb gnat, senrice on account of, 244. 
Edgar obtains the banner of Su Cutb- 
bert, presenu Berwick to Durham, 17. 
Edmund's, St., and St, Cuthbert's hospi- 

tal, at Gateshead, 86. 
Edward L summons the Scottish king, 
31 ; Edw. II. and Gsveston at New. 
caatle and Tynemouth, 33, 34, again 
at Newcastle, 34 ; mutters an army, 37; 
Edward III. remiu all debts, 40 ; at 
Newcastle, his writ, fialiol does hom- 
age to, 48; again at Newcastle, 50; 
granUlicens8todigcoals,49, 50; Ed- 
ward IV. besieges and taikes Berwick, 
64b 
Edwin erects a place of worshii^— Os- 
wald erects another upon its site, 5. 
Egerton, bishop, entertained, 818; rerives 

the corporation, 818. 
Esypt erected at Newcastle, 380. 
Emon, Earl of, bis early proficiency, 863. 
Elliott, Mr., killed, 349. 
Elstob, Mr. William, 133; Mrs., 814. 
ElTCt moor dirided, 898. 
Elswick, collieries, 41 ; shot tower at,383; 

fire at, 398. 
Emerson, Mr. William, 388. 
Emigrant clergy srriTe, 881. 
Engines— water, 197, 868 ; fire, 840. 
EngraTing, first at Newcastle, 166; en- 
graver spprebended, 865. 
EnterUiumenu, 194, 206, 809, 836, 844, 

849, 858, 866, 874> 875. 
Erringtoo, Captain, 178,889. 
Enrington, Lancelot takes Holy Island, 

187. 
Exchange at Newcastle burnt, 91 ; Ex- 
change and town court built, 107 ; ran. 
sacked, 168; ball fired into, 187 ; crow's 
nest on, 886 ; altered, 373. 
ExicuTioxs, ai Londom^ Sir J. Fenwick, 



186 ; John Hall, esq., 138 ; Mmiard 
Belt 895. Jit Xeweaitkt John de Sey- 
ton, SS ; earl of Ormond, 6P ; earl of 
Kent, 68 : a soldier, 74 ; Pafrase, 76 ; 
Edward Waterson and JosAh Lamp- 
ton, for being Catholics, 81 ;fClemente 
Roderforthe, 88 : Robert Brandling, 88; 
John Andrews, James Browne, George 
Cranson, Thomas Dabdell, Oswald 
Browne, and Annas Hall, 91 ; Geo. 
Bruwell, 108 ; fourteen witches and a 
wisard! 104; Mr. John Fenwick, 

187 ; two men, 149: Michael Curry 
and Jobu Wilson, Wm. Smith, 167: 
Sir William Brown, 166; Richard 
Brown, 800; £wsn Macdonald, 808; 
Dorothy Cstinby or Gstinby, 809; 
Wm. Bland shot, 880; Alice William- 
son, 822 ; George Stewsrt, 846 ; James 
Edgar, 2M; Robert Knowles, 306; 
Andrew Msckensie, 807; William 
Alexander, :tt9; James Chambers and 
Willism Collins, 885; Henry Jennings, 
840; Thomss WatK>n, 856; William 
Winter, Jsoe Clark and Eleanor CIsrk, 
862; Thomas Nicholson, 874. M Dut- 
Aom, several Scots, 11 ; sixty-six insurg- 
ents, 7H; Thomas Rowland, 79; Ed- 
mund Duke, Richard Hill, John Hogg 
and Richard Haliday fur being Catho- 
lics 80 ; Simson, Arrington, Fether- 
stone, Fenwicke,snd Lanckaster, John 
Speed, John Bott,Hl ; Anthonv Arrow- 
smith, Wm Marshall, Francis Cully and 
Bryan Gant, Thomas Palasor, John 
Norton, and John Talbot, for being 
Catholics, 82 ; Frances Adamson, and 
— — Powie, for witches 107; An- 
drew Mills (at Ferry Hill), 118; Mr. 
Frappart, Ralph Maddison, 126; The. 
mas Charlton, 141; William Sto. 
phenson, 143; John and Jamea 
Graham, 148; Thomas Galilee, 167; 
Nicholas Haddock, 170; Paul Cole, 
man, 186 ; James Macfldum, 196 ; 
William lleugh, 218; Thomas Coul- 
son, 28H ; Margaret Mlddleton oMot 
Coulson, 848 ; John Slsld, 266 ; Uo. 
bert Haslltt, 274; MaUhew Vasey, 
896; Joseph Humphreys. 806; John 
Tulley, 820; Margaret Tinkler, 880; 
Robert Storey, 8'/7 ; John Winship, 
William Hamilton, Isabella Hamilton, 
Thomss Elliott, snd Duncan Wright, 
386; Francis Blenklnsop and Morley 
Tewitt, 340 ; Msry Nicholson, 893. 
At liorpeiK John Todd and WiUtem 
Simpson, 167; John Stewsrt, 186 ; Pe- 
Ur Patterson, 234 ; Joseph Hall, 868; 
George Davidson, 209; Willism Ora- 
bamand William Cockburn, 386: John 
and Robert Winter, 34H ; Thomas 
Young, 862; John Brown, James 
Greenwood, snd George Bolton, 366 ; 
Sylf anus BroadwaterHloseph Marshall, 
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•Bd Chrklophcr Taylor, atS; Walter 

Clark, and Marfuai Dunn, 86B. M 

Btrwiekf aevcral pemna of ooco, 8S ; 

governor*! two som, il ; jKovemor, 66 ; 

jUM vicar, 115; Janet Clarkaon, 164; 

aoUien ibot, 18S, 186. Jh Mtxkam, 

Iba duke of Soaeraet and lords Hung- 

•rferd and Rom, 68. At Gatwtk§ad, 

John Ingram, for being a Catholic, 

81. At DwritMgitm, George Swallo- 

well, fbr being a Catholic, 81. M 

Tymumoulk, Colonel Lilbum, lOt. M 

SmtukHamdf a soldier shot, tSS. At 

TmK Riehaid CUrk (mfimj^ 861. 

Esploaions, ast Collieries. 

Xyre, Francis, esq., candidate for Mor- 
peth, 86&. 

F. 

Fairlkx, lord, at Newcastle, 111. 

Faies at Morpeth, 88 ; at Hartlepool, 
88 ; at Newcastle, 8.% 64 : at Heiham, 
16ft ; at Stockton, 870 ; at Norham, 907. 

F^ine at Newcastle, 9&, 

Fmrntf 196; transported 801 ; apprehend- 
ed, 80S; escape, 809; king of, 818; 
hanged, 861. 

Featherstonehaugh, Mr., medal to, 890. 

Felton, barons at, 84w 

FoBwick, Sir John, 186. 

Fniwick, Mr. John, 187. 

Fen wick, Mr., rejoicings for, 160. 

Fenwick s, Matthew, wager, 161. 

Fmwick, Thomas, sold medal to» 846. 

Fern Islands, light bouse, 7. 

Ferry boau upset, 816, 887, 804^ 874. 

Ferry hill, murder at, 118; archers at, 
851. 

Fielding lord, death of, 898. 

Finchale prionr, 8, 59. 

FiEKs. At JLoii<£oii.— Northumberland 
House, 818. At Neweaaile and its naph- 
btmrhood^St. Nicholas* church, 84; 
town, 86, 49 ; Gateshead, 186, 145, 155, 
868, 888; Pilgrim-street gate, 157; 
Pandon gate, 159; Plumber -chare, 
166; Balfast-hills, 169; catholic chap- 
els, 180; on the bridge, 189; near the 
bridge, 195; Silver-street, 199 ; Flesh- 
nuirket, 800, 834; Rutter's malting, 
805; wind mill, 816; Pilgrim-street, 
819, 886, 885 Skinners* burn, 888; 
Homsby s-chsre, 887; Close, 887 ; low 

flassbouses, 837; blue manufactory, 
43; castle, 847; Close, 848, 381, 
886; Ru!<tseir8 fsctory, 891 ; Summcr- 
hill,893; Groat -market, 317, 834 ; St. 
Anthony's, 333 ; Painter-heugb, 834, 
870; Chimney-mills, 846; Castle- 
garth, 848; Bigg-market, 857; Quay, 
858; Foot of the Side, 878; Dean- 
atreet, 887 ; Head of the Side, 393. At 
Smnderhnd^lbSt 898, 881, 329, 870. 
^< 3/onAaManNoi(<A^835, 355, 398. At 
South S:*tV&2«-.S48, 871, 890. At North 
ShitUi^^^U, 834, 878, 880,881. At 



188. At Bv wkk 110, 
180^807. ^roafaF~14a ^eai^as 
|ilaess Ravsnaworth, 147 ; Rothhmy, 
155; Gnnnerton, 156; Hartley, 167; 
Newhouae, 168 : Bisboprackknd, 168; 
Cheater, 179: Felton-hall, 186 ; HaA- 
steel, 187; Bamardcaatlc^ 188; Boip- 
ron, 188 ; Blaydon, 188 ; Bellingfaaa^ 
195; Carr*s.biU, 197; Dama-hall, 
190; Rock, t08; Seatoo Oebv^ 
tOit HaydoB bridge, 807; aWp^lBtha 
Tees, 807 ; Holy Island, SOTjBad- 
lingtoo. 810; Boldon, 811 ; WUia> 
bonae, 818; Gloater-hill, 888 ; OriBi- 
on, Ulgbam Orange 886 ; Byker,8Sl; 
TanfleM, 888 ; Dokca* a*Id, fl8 ; near 
Alnwick, 861; Howdon FSansb 886^ 
898, 860 ; Tinker Row, 856 ; Witkm, 
864; Eggleatoo, 869; Scu^too, 889; 
Lints Garth, 880; Axwell-haU 898, 
856 ; ChoUerford, 806 ; Hartlepool, 
811 ; Foaton-hall, 811 ; Rothbaiy, 
880; Dipton mill. Field well-hoaae, 
880 ; Cbipchase-casUe, 846 ; Kjrknew. 
ton, 861 ; ShlUbottle, Lady-chapel 
banks, 860; near Heaton, Sedgeield 
rectory, 864; Hoppyland, SBTa Red 
Bam, 868; Fleethara, 868; fiolam, 
873 ; Witton-casUe, 888 ; WhantUall, 
890; £lawick,89aL 

Fire works, 191, 81& 

Fire engines first tried, 197, 198L 

Fire oflSce first established, 884. 

Fish, royal, 44; found in stone^8BI« 

Fish, gold rings in, 76, 848. 

Fishing extraordinary, 147. 

Flambard bishop, finishes the cathedral, 
builds the feretory, enlargea the com- 
mon hall, builds a wall/ounda the ho^ 
piul of St. Giles*, fortifies the caatle, 
builds Framwellgate bridge and Nor- 
ham castle, 17. 

Fissh bank note, 843. 

Flstts the estate of, S5a 

Flodden field, see Bsttles. 

Flemming Susannah, stands in the pil- 
lory, 881. 

Floods, in the Tweed, 88; in the Tync, 
43, 837, 843, 811, 881, 368; in the 
Tees, 88; in the Wesr, 117, 118 I40b 
143. 351 ; St Newburn, 145; dreadful 
in Tyne and Wesr, sod bridges carried 
away ,883; Witton bridge carried away, 
345 J Wooler bridge carried away, 869, 
380. 

Flying man, 149. 

Folly, Pigg the surveyor's, 116. 

Fonts, 89, 63, 145, 199. 

Fools, at Newcastle, 80 ; the bishop*s,88 ; 
Hilton's, 880. 

Forces furnished, 90. 

Ford castle, 54, 74, 887. 

Fordyce's chronology, an error in, 886. 

Forth the, a bowling green and taTem 
at, planted, mayor goes to^ 110. 



r., stabbed, 187. 

neral, escapes, 136, 879. 

r., medal to, 996. 

.29. 

^, visits Newcastle, 107 ; his 

;, 108; forms • mevCiog at 

d, 109. 

■sued into a pit, 238. 

•opold Frederick, 859. 

142. 

ms, 152, 212, 24S, 849,249, 

893 296, 307, 308, 989,833. 

ti Newcastle preaenied to— 

ArmvD, Richard Barwica, and 

Fenwick, 99; Sir Arthar 

f,l05; Robert Trollop, 107 , 
lowaid, 1(« ; S:r Tbooias 
^n and bis wo, 110; eolooel 

Oswald Rogera, 112; Sir 

Forster, Heorj Earl Ogle, 
ike of Laoderdale, James 
iliaaiD Lilbarue, Joba tkobbs, 

W. Creagh, knt.« JohD and 
Erriortoo, IzO; JlcihD RiMb- 
123; duke of Cambcrlaody 
rl of NoftbiMDberlaady 906; 

Pitt and Bilsoa Leg8%8l7; 



INDBX. 4M 

Oratleman, a, ii 



315; duke of Clamea 
iiliaai IV.), 3»: 4akm of 



Oratleman, a, incof, and saldd«, lit. 

GcoaoB II. fNnoelainad, his cormMClon* 
143; anniTtnarjr ofy 151; dateta Um 
Frtnch, 168 ; arrfrat In Eii|daad« I68t. 

GcoaaBlII. prodaioMd at naarfaila 
and Berwick, 889, ISO ; rafgidnfs for 
the quaan of, 885 ; addraaaaa to, tSb', 
portrait of, 816; an al f wuy, 819; 
rejoidngi for his wu otff tiy, 840L 

German and Pruarian aoldiafv 1791 



Gibflda boaafcjM ; eobMn, 816. 

Gibaon, Dr. WflUao^ 78, 

Gibson, Xnomaa, dtsAnscUaadf I68u 
Giles, 8c, Hospital, 17; dbmnk, t%9L 
Giiptn, Bamaid, 79, 
GlasBflntnacd,6; aaada on Ika TtM^ 

83 ; larfa lookinc, r7i, 
Glooctsiar, ptinealiriUiaa oi; 974^ 879;, 

8ML 
Goldsnriili, Ofivw, at 8«nd«r1antf« 807. 



Goldcvp ifat nm far at IVcwcMlla^ 189. 
Gold and sihcr, Uocka of, iWpparf, 889 ; 



Gonwidoi^ Sfflu, death of, 818, 

to "' 
Gospalpraafhad,5; 




and the Mtrj^ 313; pri- 
id the CosMeni, 318. ' 

tMoant CavBel,85t i 

87. 8», 48; BIncfc, [ 



path, 74; Barwidk^ 78 
77; Ifloni^bion, 74; 





187. 

91, 
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Hall, capuin, killed at Falkiric, 179. i 

Hall, JohD, liaiigvd at Tybuni, IdS. 

Hall, John, alias Tricky, l&S. 

Hall io Durham rebuilt, 200. 

HaU, David, killed by a boar, 22S. 

UaltvclUweire, Sir UcnryPcrcy defeat- 
ad at, 7^ 

Hamcltun, Sir W., buried, 1 17, 

Handynde, Mr., a premium to, 244^ 

Hangman, &c., of NewcasUe, 189. 

Harbottte cattle demoliUicd, SS. 

Harcla, earl of Cariisle« hanged, S7. 

Harraion Hall, 306. 

Hart, eniign. and others killed, 9SS. 

Hartley, harbour at, Sik 

HAaTLsrooL— monaitery,5; plundered, 
8 ; pix presented to, 9 ; fleet at, 20 ; 
charter, markets and fair granted, and 
seals of, 22 ; friars at, 27 ; ship and 
two barges at, 32 ; flred and plunder- 
cd, 34 ; first mayor of, 35 ; Scou rav- 
age, 42; furnishes ships for Calais, 44; 
pier and walls of, 62 ; made part of 
York, 72 ; plague at, 79 ; charter, 81 ; 
tokens issued at, 112; church at, 140 ; 
murder at, 143; font of, 146; free 
school, 167; town hall, 197; custom 
house burnt, 311 ; singular appear, 
ance, 395. 

Harvest, a bad, 141. 

Has!erigg, Sir Arthur, governor, 102; 
a free burgess, 106; assembles the 
troops, rv*ceives a letter from Crom- 
well, writes to the council, 106; de» 
livers up his troops. 111. 

Hatfield, bishop, builds the throne and 
repairs the castle, 52. 

Hawks', Mr., service on the organ, 389. 

Haxby, llobert, blind clock maker, 277. 

Haydon-bridgc, cross and market at, 
278 ; skeleton found, 313; chapel, 379. 

Heart of Oak, privateer, 316. 

Hei ton, chapel at, king Edward 1. and 
boy bishop, 32 ; hall, 133 ; duchess of 
Northumberland at, 345. 

Heddon, coins found at, 204. 

HeUley, Mr., killed, 340. 

Hegge, Robert, notice of, 87. 

Hell Kettles near Darlington, 21. 

Heighiugton, school founded at, 83. 

Henderson, Martin, intrepidity of, 386. 

Henderson, Mr., found dead, 147. 

Henry 111. visits Newcastle, Wark, and 
Alnwick, 27. 

Henry VII. resides at Newcastle, and 
grants St. Luke's fair, 64. 

Henry VI 11., mayor of Newcastle wait? 
upon, 73. 

Henz>'ll, see Glass, 

Heptarchy, Saxon, 4. 

Hermit on Tyne bridge, 58, 302 ; at 
Gateshead, 261. 

Hcrun, Mr. , killed from a balloon, 340. 

Herring, Elizabeth {Aitutard Bet), 
hanged, 295. 



Herring fishery company, 197. 

Hesse, prince, arrivea at Newcastle, 161 

Hexham— vnonastery and cbarch, Jobs 
de and Richard de, episcopal see tf* 
diocese removed, 6; burnt, 31, 34; 
battle of, 61; Someraet and oihat be- 
headed at, 62 ; school at, 8i ; Icctare- 
ship, 86 ; fairsat, 165 ; rio^^31 ; rndk- 
bishop of York at, 246 ; cnas sad 
shambles, 259, 278 ; bridge, 164, 30^ 
meeting bouse at, S50 

Hieu, a rdigious woman, 5. 

High Bridge meeting house, 246. 

High meeting booae, Berwick, 141. 

Hilda, St, South Shields, 87. 

Hillcoat'a, Mr., patent, 853 ; old beUst, 
266. 

Hilton, Mr. William, the poet, 389. 

Hilton, Adam, presenta a pix, 9l 

Hilton castle and manor, 220. 

Hixon, Mr., taken up as a spy, 174. 

Hoastmen Kubecribe to the war, 3BB. 

Hodgson, John, esq., notice of, 191. 

Holy Islan(l<»th«> fir^t bishop's are, the 
gospel first preached to the Nonhom- 
briana, Su Cutbbert, bishop of, dici, 
and interred in the monastery, king 
Canute visiu his shrine, Kadbcrt, a 
humsne pnlate, buiids the ouxiaaiery, 
and removes St, Cuthbert's body,?; 
fired and pillaged by the Danes, 8; 
monks flee with St. Cuthbert's body, 
and other relics, and seUle at Chester- 
lc>street, 9 ; from thence to Ripoa, re- 
turn from Eipon with Sl Cuthbert'i 
body to Durham, where they build a 
church, and deposit his reinains,10; 
flee again with the body to Holy I»> 
land, from thence back to Durham, 11, 
12; four hundred prisoners taken at, 
60; castle seized for the Pretender, 
137. 

Homeldon, see Battles. 

Hopping, Long Benton, 170 ; Swalwell, 
221. 

Hornby's, alderman, account of Fen- 
wick stabbing Forster, 128 ; the riot 
at Newcastle, 163; the dilapidation of 
St Nicholas' church, 330. 

Horses take fright, 281 , 367, 380, 385. 

Horsley, Thunias, founds a grammar 
school, 72. 

Horslcy, John, the antiquary, 148. 

Horsley, Christian, pilloried, 281. 

Hospital and chapel at Berwick, 52, 

HospiUls— at Newcastle, 18,22, 117. 
127, 208, 229; near Mitford, 16; 
Sherburn, 21 ; St. Edmund's, Gates- 
head, 26, 84; Greatham, 28, 84; 
Bamborough, 36; Tynemouth, 37; 
Houghton, 112; Sunderland, 141. 

Houghton , grammar school, 78 ; hospi- 
Ul, 112; church, 167. 

House, a, falls, 250. 

House of Lords at Newcastle, 338. 
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L, the philantlirupist, 345. 
»hn, the nutbeinaticiao, 998. 
-1, Tictory, 372. 
ge pie sent from, 270. 

«— founded, 6nt Cannelites 

Bojlc, «iidied at. 25. 

ord, ^vemor of Berwick^ 

t, mnd Kofthombtriiand, Ttf. 

nh, extract from the regbter, 

■cb rvbuilt,S19. 

. Chri%topher, 217. 

Ir. , plan of Newcattle, 16. 

I. 
246,961. 

nr blocked in, 197, «6k 
it Bcmicia, builds Bambo- 
lc,4. 

Dols. 

w, }9n. sso. 244, 2Sd, 314, 

BX o90. £41. 

,at Shields 3f>7. 

icn, muiioT uf, t2S, 227, 279^ 

m. 

ctter, 357, Are, 367. 

: company, 220. 

tcmT, subtcripcions for, 26aL 

i Newcartlc, ISr7: portraits 

II; coowcrabrd, 209. 

Durbam, 9Gct. 
ia%49. 

nr to sen vine, 73u 
113,314,324. 
s, 965, 3i)l , 310. f24s 966, 363. 

of the Ear'.«. 77. 



Newcastle, a oevipiipti 



J. 
• Tlncsav, ^sS. 

; BcTvisk, Srvcisd*, sDi ' 
M Wa:«:«-.h H»ie, '^^; 
to Nevc&slte i&e Ber- 
Gasesbcad a:ad GreaS' 
>4 ; at AaskJu^ V^^»t*% • 
1, and y«*caae.e. ^5. 

jof, 121- ' * : 

isate a cvm&aAJe, 

I 
rf f-jr f^r^ TT, »6. ! 

rr», ?»=.:*▼. >5l- "^e- ' 
"TT, rsr*yj' SBisK-*". «•* •»- 
l,«;'j =s*tr*^. ^ '#; ranted j 
Boki.12; u^'.'.«;U9il,lU, 

:t fc^flf ty -Jse, *W ; a ? 

t^-^^ k^ i^i» %«4. 
•s CiS&dTLze, HVi- 
r, St-»t*«eie, 117. 
apfc:. UfS ui^f^na: at, Dr- 
» 4 icst» ac. I«4y ■•£ at, 



pilgrims resort to, 49 ; people aasetnblo 
to kill the prior of TynemoaCli. 70. 

Jews, not to rrside in Newcastle, 25. 

Joan, princesa, at Berwick, 40. 

John's, St., lodge of freemasons, 307. 

John's, Sc, church, Newcastle, 29 ; gaU 
lery, 131 ; sttcple pointed, 140; pre. 
senu to, 209 ; cemclery, 234 ; budy 
found in, 343. 

John's, St. , chapel, Sunderland, 246, 2(JH. 

John de Tynemouih, 52. 

John, kinf^.grants a charter, weekly msr- 
keta, and a fair to Hartlepool, 9i ; holds 
a conference, beuegrs Berwick, at 
Norham, rectrivirs the homage oi Al**!- 
ander at Alnwick, granta privileges (o 
Newcastle, reudes st, strengthens (b« 
castle, marches through with hi* arn.y, 
23; barons rerolt against, Wark, Airi' 
wick, Miiford canle, and Morpiih 
burnt by, constitutes a society of nK-r. 
chants in Newcastle, plunders aiid 
burns Berwick, 21. 

Johnson, Hubert, artist, notiee of, 991 • 

Jolly lUot,« disease, 116. 

Journal, the Newcastle, newspaper, ].'j4. 

Judges, where met, 29 ; bold their couru 
in St. Nicholas' and St. Andrew '« 
churches 29 ; t/|uabble with the mayor, 
fall into the Tyoc, 1 46 ; cross the Ty »• 
in barges, 291. 

K. 

Kail CroM,scs Scale CroM. 

Katy'scoOce-bouse, UJ2, 260. 

Kf ^men, sontiy of , 73 ; meeting of, 
l'/7; muuor c^, 115, 130,3^; peti- 
tion, bmpiul, and temperance society, 
l<7; not and proclaim the pnu»itr, 
1 31, Ite; •mucoe thnr labour, j^j. 

Ktei fitted up as a rnn vessel, 9hO, 

Kevls, arj' w.t fvr^ Itb. 

K»!^^ilf tdwral, nyAckomfor, and free- 
dom t//, rsl 4. 

K»:4 Mr. John, mathematician, 31 4. 

KiiJnjpr'/rth moor, races oo, I3^i. 

K .>e, am^aftiea Coond at, 70. 

K^a^% KeaiCowt, a nun shn>t, Vt, 

KrJj^^ purse 0rst run for tf^i, 

K'S^ AAd Qaeieft^— Ma, Jii.Ua, 4; VA^ 
V.0, Feftda. iUhelfnd, 5; Canute, 7; 
.tifwoil, %; Oref/iry, Aifr*^ '4; 
iUitiAah WslSiam, 1 1, 12, IJI ; Wilinrr« 
If.fl^; Heiyry K, Lhrvid, MaivS, fr; 
fimry 11', V'; '^'ult*'n,tl ; Hntty 
ILs«^ WilliMai the l>on.«»; I*At,, 
lU^ti Irt; A*ta»*rr 24; M«nrylll,, 
&,2^»ir7,tf9: kAwv4,z'4,mf', Hmi^l 
uud J>S»sr4 l.,y#,3l ; kjtwuM I., 1 f , 
9t, « «♦ W; tN«"^ BruM, HP; f^u 
mmt f 1', Mward Iff. and hM iysasp 
)H,]r# V^41,4«. 11; I>eiri«, 4A; f^. 
v«r4 aa4 Uand, 44. 16, 4^/ ; Kdwar4, 
^; iC4c*s#4 If., M(, JS4, i6; Henr; 
|%'.,JU»,i«; Heftry V.y?; iMMa'.f 
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ScotUnd^U; Haory VI.,a9,60: Ed- 
ward IV. and quevD Marffarvi^tiO, 61 ; 
Henry Vll.,64; Henry VllL, 72,73; 
Edward VI. and .\l«ry, queen of Scots 
74; i^ueen £linb*th and Mary, queen 
pf Scots 76, 77, 7S, 90, 8 j, HS'; James 
I., 83, 84, 85 : Charles 1., 85. 86. 87, 
90, SKI, 99, 100, iOI ; Cromwell, lOS,' 
105, 106. Ii« ; Richard Cromwell, 110; 
Charles II., 1 II, Il«. 113. 11 K 116,117, 
157, 163, «80; James 11., 1^), 121, I6S, 
Queen Anne, 128, 130, 131 ; George 
II. and queen C«roIine, 143, I5J, 190, 
191; George ill. and Queen Chai- 
loue, 235, 236, 238, 316; Charles 11. 
and James II., 316; George ill., 349. 
Kirkharlc, a slone pillar erected at, 76. 



Lambert, general, with his army, 1 10, 1 1 1 . 

Lambert*! Leap, 225, 281. 

Lambton casrtle. 386. 

Lambton and Gowland, 237. 

Lancbester, antiquities and church at, 138. 
common, 297. 

Launch, aee Ships. 

Lawson, Job, and others, sentenced, 207. 

Leake, ilev. Mr., drowned, 246. 

Lea Penny, 99. 

L»e, the hon. Henry Bilion,217. 

Lnpsie, victory of, 219. 

l^aonard's, St., hospitals, 18,37. 

Leopold, Frederick Francis Prince, 259. 

Leproay, hospital for, 18. 

Letter, Hazby'a, 277 ; an incendiary, 357. 

Library— in Durham cathedral, 117; in 
St. 5kicholas' church, 154, 188. 

LiddeU, George, death of, 164; Sir Hen- 
ry George, his tour to Lapland, 3S9. 

Life Boats, 352, 31)1. 

Light houses— the Feme, 7; Sunderland, 
114; Shields, 145; Tynemonth, 303; 
Feme, swept away, 330 ; Blyth, 346. 

Lighting and watching the streets of New- 
castle, 240, 241 ; Durham, 357. 

Lilburn, colonel, beheaded, 103 ; colonel 
John, 109; capuin, killed, 140. 

Lindisferne, tee Holy Island. 

Lindsay, a keelroan, shot, 245. 
Literary and I'hilosophical Society, 365. 
Long Beiitoii, hopping, 170; church, 359. 
Longevity — Richard Brantingham, lOi); 
Airs. Hutchinson, IgU; George Pea. 
cock, ISO; Richard Ward, l.Sl»; a wo- 
man gets new teeth, 154 ; Isul)«lla For- 
teous, 155 ; Jane Ogle, 167 ; two men, 
169 ; Adam Turnbull, l(i9 ; Robert 
Laws, Frances Wrench, mi ; Mrs. 
Thomlinson, IBS; Catherine RatcliflT. 
188; Ruth Nicholson, 192; Francis 
Armorer, and brolhers and sister. 192 ; 
Edwsrd Colvil, 19^4 ; Mr. Gilchrist, 
199; Thomas Denham,200; Ann My- 
ers, 203; Lydia Smith, 204; Margare; 
Hunter, 2<>5; Margaret Rochcs(er,207 ; 



3far|aret Turnbull, 808; Matthew 
Reed. 211; Isabella SimpHm, 213; 
Henry Col ling wood, 813 ; Mary Ben- 
nGtt,217; Isabella Diarliog,817; Ado 
Dobaon, 2IS; Richard WaUca, 219; 
Mary Bullock, 224; Mary Bainbndge, 
227; Geofga Wilson, 835 ; JohnJop- 
ling, 23B ; lliomaa Heron, 840 ; Tho- 
mas Pratt, 240; Alice Wilton, 241; 
Richard Teasdale, 241 ; Rachel Wc*. 
therbT, 241 ; Robert Jackaon, 244; 
Ralph Hart, 2i4 ; EUaabath Ebdoa, 
245 ; Eliiabetb Lions, 846 ; Ephrsim 
RaudaU, 248; Robert Moat^ 249; 
Merrill NicholaoD,851 ; Eleanor An- 
derson, 251; Margaret Green, 254; 
Hugh Martin, 254; Jane Uo|sarth,25&; 
Henry Jackson, 256; Uewitaon,256; 
Dorothy Frost, 256; John Hogg, 256; 
.Marr Humphrey, 258 ; EUiabeth Ro- 
hison, 259 ; Matthew Richardaoo, 259; 
John Robinson, 260 ; MarKaret Pick- 
ering, 260; Mary Bell, 860: Roger 
Dove and his wife 260, ; John Heather, 
260; John Richardson, 860; John 
Brotherick, 260 ; Jane Wilson. 862; 
Isabella Lumsden, 264 ; David Cham- 
bers, 264 ; Thomas Johnson, 264 ; Tho- 
mas Holme, 265 ; John Cotterill, 265 ; 
Margaret CaUender, 867; Cicely Fen- 
wick, 267; Margaret ForaUr, 20B; 
William Wood, 269; Weatgartb, 869; 
John Laws, 269 ; Elizabeth Carter, 
270; Mr. Palmer,270: Margaret Todd, 
871 ; Mary Batty, 877 ; Eleanor Law. 
son, 277 ; Francis Morris, 877; Grizzle 
Ross, 278 ; Margaret Gilroy,279: Ann 
Browell, 290; Elizabeth Potts, 290; 
Mary Metcalf, 290 ; Grace Milbume, 
292 ; William Pottit. 292 ; Mrs. Wilson, 
292; Daniel Bennett, 293; lliomas 
Crisp, 299; Elizabeth Boy, 298; Elea- 
nor Shipley, 298; Catherine Browo, 
299; Robe'rt .Ainsley, 803; TTbomas 
Forster, 304 ; Nicholaa Henderson, 
Mary Soppitt, 304 ; Mary Magdalen, 
304; Dr, Alexander Maxwell, 304; 
Cuthbert Forster, 808; Mrs. Lane, 
309; Ann Forster, 309; Mrs. Waten, 
309; John Mowbray, 810; Maij Hil- 
dray, 311 ; Thomas Graham, 31:; Su- 
sannah Corner, 313; Mary Shield, 313; 
Margaret Fenwick,S13 ; George Bo^ 
Iam,316; Mrs. Hall, 317; Marg. Wil- 
kinson,318; Malt Swinhoe, 318; Mn; 
Ravens, 319; Ann Bell, 320; Eli- 
zabeth Linsley, 320 ; Margaret Smith, 
321; J. Manners,S2l; J. Nichols, 322; 
IVIargaret Bowey, 323 ; Mary Cramer, 
323 ; Barbara Sofiley, 323; Mary Drif- 
fleld, 324; Mary Sharp, S25; Mary 
rate,325 ; Wilham Towson, 326; Wm. 
Hall, 327; John Wilson, 327; John 
Sylvester, 330; Elizabeth Erringtou, 
335; Hugh Rowland Hughes, 335; 
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UuMk Stuart, S96; Eliabctli Junc- 
■oa, 897; Mn. CaiT,8S7; Mn. fisr- 
roD, 88B; Eicuior RidUtoo, SaO; 
Ifargwet Hobaon, 399; G«orgc Bell, 
899; Mrs. Nansfmie, 940; Han n ah 
Ricbardaon,S4l ; FritcUla Liddle,84e; 
Ralph Wibon, SIS; Elisabeth Elliaoo, 
844; £lisabethCowc7,8U; Mr*. Kerr, 
846;Mra. Finlay,84a; Wm. Addison, 
Tboa. Morrison, 964 ; Tboa. Blankin- 
sopp, 865 ; Samuel Donkin, 967 ; a 
nan and his wife, 967; JIArs. Ann 
Yoonff, 966; Ann Clarke, 960; Isa- 
bdla Dickenson, 961 ; Barbaim Dunn, 
961 ; Ann Mackie, 964 ; Mary Hogg, 
967 ; Margaret Pearson, 968 ; George 
M^Lauren, 370 ; Dorothy Ransom, 
S7S ; Francis Bone, 978 ; John Ch ees e 
man, 872 ; Robert Wilson, 878 ; Jo- 
seph Durham, 378 ; William Charters, 
tfT8 ; William Stephenson, 879 ; Doro- 
thy Atkinson, 879; Henry Grey, 884; 
Doctor Palmer 887; Ann Patterson, 
887 ; Rev. Ferdinand Ashmall, 887; 
Catherine Johnson, 886 ; John Dobson, 
800; John Fish, 890; Simeon EUer- 
ton, 888 ; a woman at Durham, 894i 

Looking-glass, very large, 874. 

Loralne, Robert, slain, 76. 

Lorda, bouse of, at Newcastle, 888. 

Lorat, lord, at Newcastle, beheaded, 184. 

Lowick church, 878. 

Low Brid|^ Newcastle, 848. 

Low meeting-house, Berwick, 189. 

Lumley» casue, 66 ; licence to lord, 81 ; 
▼iscount, 86; Richard, lord, 189. 

Lunaidi's balloon, Mr. Heron kiUed, 8i0. 

Lunatic asylum, Newcastle, 841, 864. 

Lying* in hospital, Newcastle, 889. 

M. 

Machines, 191,806,848,860,854,814. 

Maddiaon, Mr. Robert, medal to, 881. 

Maddisoii's Monument, 888. 

Madona, the, launched, 888. 

Magazine, a gunpowder, 800. 

Magsztne gate pulled down, 880. 

Msgdalen's, St. Mary, hospital, 18, 86. 

Majiistracy of Newcastle, 180. 

Magna Charu, 1 17. 

Mall, the, 817; royal, 841. 

Maisonde Dieu,67. 

Malcolm, invades Durham, 18 ; besieges 
Alnwick, 16; cross restored, 800. 

Manor Chare hospitals in 117, 808. 

Mansion house, 184; sessions held in, 840; 
grand dinner at, 976. 

March, Rev. John, 184. 

Margaret, Princess, conveyed, 66. 

Manners, master, see Trinity-house. 

Markets— at Norton, 80; Morpeth, 88, 
187; Mitford,87; 8cdgefleld,84{ ser- 
▼antn first hirwi in Durham, 117; Aln- 
wick, 808; Corbridge, 849; South 
Shields,876; Haydon bridge, 87H. 



Market hfwiw ami diainMts,T4ff^ tftft 

Market cross at Durham, 819. 

Marl^, Sir John, loyalty of, 97; with 

others restored. 111; contest ! the alce- 

tion of mayor, 1 18. 
Marley, Alice, 866. 
Marriage, clandestine, 88. 
Marriages, entertainments at* 194^ 901, 

805, 809 886, 810, 864. 
Bfarsden rocks, 888. 
Blartin, Friar, 88. 
Mary, princess, queen of Seot% 78 ; Rii- 

tio murdered, 78; at Berwick, 77. 
Mary, the, and two frigates, 816. 
MaryV St., hospiul, 88; chaptl,49. 
Mary- le bow, St., Durham, 89. 

Masons, see Free. 

Maud, Mr. William, murdered, 804. 

Maurice, Prince of Nassau, 175. 

Mayor, first, of Newcastle, 87 ; with otbcn 
sent for— Sir John Marley, by manda- 
mus, 94; affray with, 108 ; Sir William 
Cresgh, by mandamus, 180; first of 
Hartlepool, 86; of Stockton, 66; of 
Durham, 88; of Sunderland, 88. 

Mbdals AMD PanuuMs.— Mr. Robert 
Maddison, 881 ; Mr. Handaqrde, 8U ; 
Mr. Fenwick, 846; Mr. JBiell, 979; 
Mr. Bewick, 804; Messrs. Callander, 
811; Mr. White, 848; Mr. Pearson, 
866; John Crawford, 888; Mr. Nes- 
bit,890;Mr. Featherstonebaugh,890: 
Mr. Forster, 896. 

Meeting-houses, 109, 141, 817, 848, 849 
877, 814, 818, 897, 960, 967, 978. ' 

Melril, lieuL, stabs ensign Reynolds, 186. 

Members first returned, from Newcastle^ 
89, 89; Bamborough, 80; Morpeth, 
76; Durham, 107, 116,117. 

Men, drowned by a sheep, 888 ; killed by 
boars, 888, 388; b^ bulls, 866,861. 

Mcnzies, Michael, his machine, 806* 

Merchants, free, at Newcastle, 84. 

Merriogton church, 19. 

Meteors, fiery, 896. 

Methodist chapels, 167,869,886. 

Middens, black, 180. 

Middlcham church, 19. 

Middleton, Sir Gilbert, and othem, 86. 

Middleton, Sir William, 188, 818. 

Middleton, csptaln, 870. 

Militia, rendesTous at Newcastle, 86; 
Northumberland, 886 ; 898, 881, 818; 
riot about the ballot for, 881 ; encamp, 
880, 888, 874 ; alThiys with, 888, 886. 

Milk market at Newcastle, 896. 

Millott, John, notice of, 187. 

Mills, Andrew, murderer, 118. 

Minden. TictorT at, 884b 

Mines, silver, ff6 ; lead, 60. 

Ministers write to Cromwell, 106. 

Mint, a, at Durham, 19 ; Newcastle, 97. 

Miraculous, §§§ Presenrations. 

Mitchell's, admiral, victory, 894. 
Mitford market, 87 ; castle, 86. 
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Tyne 



Manutei' 

Tt; UuTtaam, 73. 
Hooty in >n old cbest, £27. 
Monk.KCDcnl, III. 
Motikcbuur (NevcBitleJ, 

Edg»r, 11; WiUiaai U. 



Montagu, Ui.,eM; Hra, 271. 

MuukweannDUib monaiMrj, 6; plunder- 
ed, 9, 1 1 i park chapul at, 31 i. 

Moort, Jeremiah, noilce of, 806. 

Moot, Newcutle, trial about, SBt, : 

UorpcUi muket and fair, itS ; b 
U, la-, cuOt, M; prlDHu Mj 
relat,ai; rqeicinp al, I7t; du 
Cumberland, IBI ; market, im) i 

], 168; HghU of the bur^cuct, 



ses; 



t,ti65. 



if W&lea, 19H. 



Morriaon, l>r., ilobert, !U. 

MortalilT at NewcaHle, ib, 36, 

Morton, carl of, and other lordi 

Morion, Thoma., throiM a Ui 
the ileeplt!, S48. 

Moiict urret and Dean-tilreet, , 

Moat Troopen kill Uobert Lori 

If outniDg tor the pnnt 

Ho* bray, earl, 16. 

JUurden-^lame Whitlineham,eli Mrs. 
Charlton kill* her childreii and self, 
la»i Sparks, Stt. 

Murdart, the perpecratora uot diKovered 
—Mr. Maud, SOii Uliubelh Ben- 
wick, S&i; Ann ItruwD, 323; Jane 
Hamihaw, 3M. 

Murnf, Hvi., Jame>,3£l. 

Muncal KoUval at Mu»'<:a>tle. 3a». 

JUutlnj— imprcucd n)i:D| tiS, SX^, 

£76; Ukleil»bl Dragoons, STQ. 
>My Lird'SiivT'lUi- 



u, medal to, B90. 



Ncabil, Mr. Charl 

Neat, crow 'a, curious account oi, axo; 

aparrows. Hi. 
Meville'i crost, baUlc and descnplion of, 

47,18- 
NiTTllIe, Ralph, lord, iaienvd, 48 ; John, 

lord.glTei a screen, Ut tnoDumenta in 

Braniwpelh chuicb, SI. 
NcHbiggen, singular flsh si,SS4. 
Nevburn TlUsKe, t^V P"' ^ '''■''i ■"> 

and tbe churcb burnt, IS; Ibe Scots 



eepk c 



cbuich, and lire upon ttav English, St. 
NiwcAnLi, of Koraan origin, cham of 
foria, itall and bridge at, 2; ancient 
names of, 9, 3, fii visited by William 
the Conqueror, II, IS ; canle, 13 ; nun- 
nery, St. Nictaolas' cbiuch, and castle 
betieged, 15; walls and giUiMs lli; hos. 
pUl, IB; St. ThoniBi'chopel,rencoun- 
ler on the bridge, 21 ; St. Mary's taoi- 



flrst coals dug,drouabt, rain and 
tality at, Kjdc Henry til., and 
at, 2d; Black gsie buili, find, 

frian at, king Henry 111. oislu. 
meliies at, 87 ; H*nry 111. jftaiit^ 

clscan frian, 28 ; earthquakes, bli 

from, 29; Augustine frtan, 30 ; n 
senwtiies. 32 ; numraons to appear 
arms at, Csodan united to, Ed*ai4 
at, S2 ; Seyion haRfied at, Bdosrd 1 
at,33; rendeivousat, 36; coo^mai 
pan of Harcls'j body put up at, pea 
concluded, 37; truce at, 40; Edn 
III. tMeiTolhehoniafieoribekina 
Scou, with his army at. attcndMl t 
Baliol, marineri of, 4S ; Scottish dd 
gates al, assemblies of the barons, n 
Bud women druwncd, goods oonw I 
reodtivous at, great army of Scots I 
about, 13; ihtpt, Ike, haniilud tat t 
nege of Calais, 44 ; nearly daatiByedi 



.licence to digce 



at, IB; = . 

of duties, 52; Chaitcra conflm 
Scou at, ant sword bome beTi 
mayor of, msdeacauniy,SrBts>i 
-1 other grar-- " — •" 

btly watche 
.. the earl of _ _ 

put Up at, X; Maiwn de Uien, 1 

rhomaa Gny's bt^ad put up at, blsU 
Lnnglvy recovers part of (he bridge a 
a7; Itoger Thurutun, a hnm-l, tf 
treaty aealed, 59; ButW btdiGnl«d,i~ 
pla$!ueBi,63; Henry VII. at, and 1 
granted ta,M; PrinnM Marganl H 
teriained, b?; auditon,7l; mayor' 
walls upun the king, fausUgea at, ar 

nvxed to, proposed biibopricll of, 1 



« 1- " 
uncil, SS ; liru and leotud ti 

vicbange burnt, 91 ; enland 
; Scots, dreadful SUU of, Bt; 
|uit, gOTemoroF, nddms troa, 
elinqucQts from, unilBd wilk 
[inhem counties, nuniQi* of, 
arriTe under Ibe walla of. 
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ptircd, 101» 108; OliTer Cromwell at, 
afflray At, 102 ; wUcka ezccutfld, 103 ; 
puniihmeoto of, 105 ; Seotipritooen 
at, minutcn of write to Cromwell, 
107; petition from, exchange built, 
107; churcliefl address Cromwell, 106 ; 
Richard Cromwell proclaimed, gene- 
nU Lambert at, 1)0; earl of, and 
otheia, restored, 111; charter renew- 
ed, 119; common council removed, 
180; James' charter, ISl ; duke of, 
HI i address to queen Anne from, ISO; 
George II. and his queen, 148 ; great 
riot at, I6S ; duke of Cumberland st, 
180; duke of, service of piste, 1B9; 
boundaries of, 800; George ill, 
proclaimed at, 830; coronation of, 
8S5; lighting and wstching, 810, 841 ; 
duke of dies, 8<i7 ; duke of Cumber- 
land at, 883; great flood st, 888; 
rights of cb« burgesses of, 894^ k99 ; 
defence of, 313; names of the streets, 
348; trisl sbout the cosi ruveiiue, 
370; prince William at, 374; duke 
of York and grand dinner at, 375; 
duke of Norfolk at, 376; not at, 
376; Hoastmen and the corporaliuu 
subscribe to the war, 388. 

Newcaatle, castle of, built, and description 
of, 13, 14^ besieged and uken, 16 ; king 
John resides in and strengthens, 83; 
Baliol docs homMe in, 30 ; in good re- 
pair, 84; part of Carlisle's body ex- 
posed at, 37 ; execution in, 88 ; grant- 
ed, and account of, 86 ; Sir John Mar- 
ley retreats to, 98 ; flying man from, 
140 ; Are works from, 813 ; to be let 
as a windmill!! 383. 

Newcastle, history of, Grey's, 101; 
Bourne's, 148. 

Newcastle, earls and dukes of, Lodowick 
Stewart, 86; William Cavendish, 66; 
Issues warrants, 03 ; made marquis of. 
94 ; disfranchised, 99 ; with others 
restored, Ml; Henry Cavendish, duke 
of, 184; service of plate, 189; death 
of, 867. 

Newcastle Courant newspaper, 138, 867. 

Newcastle Journal newspaper, 166. 

Newcastle Intelligencer newspaper, 811. 

Newcastle Chronicle newspaper, 844. 

Newcastle Advertiser newspaper, 848. 

Newminster abbey foun Jed, 18. 

Newspapers.-IS8. 161, 168, 166, 811, 
844,867,348. 

Newton bridge built, 64. 

Newton, Messrs., and Stokoe, grant to, 
191. 

Nicholas, St, church, Newcastle, found- 
ed, 16 ; burnt, 84; judges held courts, 
89; rebuilt, 60; description of its 
steeple, and model of, 61 ; penance 
in, 67 ; treaty sealed in, 69 ; font of, 
63; royal marriage agreed on, 64; 



steeple repaired, 84; feast of St. 
Geonrge celebrated in 86; Scots pris- 
oners in, 98; organ in, 116; school 
of, 189 ; library o^ 189 ; peals on the 
bells of, and great bell recast, 806; 
peal on the beiUof, 810; cemetery in- 
closed, 884; clock, 836; repaired, 869; 
part rebuilding, 881 ; conductor, 811 ; 
completelyaltered, 830; efligies in, 
831, 838, 883 ; opened for service, 886 ; 
stone thrown over the steeple, 846|; 
duke of Norfolk in the steeple^ 876 ; 

Nicholas, Sl, church, Durham, curious 
entnr in, 81 ; repaired, 867. 

Nicholas, St., lodge, Newcastle, 808. 

Nightly watches on the walls of Newcai- 
Ue, 66. 

Norfolk, duke of, at Newcastle, 75, 875, 
876. 

Norham castle built, 17; besieged, 18; 
castle restored, 81 ; king John at, 88; 
besieged, 84, 80, 36 ; reuken, 87 ; as- 
ssultcd,S8; besieged, 40, 66, 84, an- 
tiquities, 366. 

North Country Journsl newspaper, 161. 

Nurthuroberland— Homnn military sta- 
tions within, 3 ; a kingdom, and an- 
cient name of, 4; invaded by the 
Danes, 8. 9, 10; bv the Scots, 10, 11, 
\2, , 16, 18, 81, 85.' 31, 84, 89, 40, 48, 
4sS, 44, 58, 64, 66, 67. 69. 66, 71, 74, 76, 
91, 94, 133 ; demanded by the king of 
Scots, 85 ; kings of, reside in Pandon, 
88; wine delivered to, 36 ; conspiracy 
of, earl of slain, 66 : archers, 60 ; earl 
of, warden general, 74 ; his insurrec- 
tion, 77; people of, petition against 
the Scots, 93 ; lord lieutenants of. Ill, 
113, 116, 165, 806; vice admiral of, 
805; militia, 886, 888, 880, 881^ 886, 
818; earl of, made lord lieutenant of 
Ireland, 848 ; flr«t duke of, 860; death 
of the duchess of, 808 ; sea fights on 
the coast of, 315, 316 ; duke ot, a free 
butcher, 380; repairs Alnwick church, 
381 ; death of the duke of, 889; duke 
of, msde lord lieutenent, 341 ; archers, 
358,363,364,368. 

Northumberland, earls of, Copsi, Wal. 
cher, 18 ; Mowbray, 16; Podsey, 88; 
Henry Percy, 53 ; he conspires, and 
is slain, 66; Algernon, lord lieuten- 
ant, 111; Joceline, lord lieutenant, 
113; Hugh, 806; lord lieutenant of 
Ireland, 848 ; made duke of, 860 ; lord 
lieutenant of, 841. 

Northumberland house, illumination at, 
844; fire at, 818. 

Norton, market granted to, 80 ; foreign 
soldiers buried at, 179; earl of Wi^ 
mys buried at, 814w 

Note, Flash, and Peel convicted, 848. 

Nunnery at Newcastle, 16; singular be- 
queath to, 84; gate of, 188. 



r 



Oivuffi, KcT., Sunipmn, sn Indiin 
Dr. Whiuki^r. miBJaniiriM fruiu 
America, viui Neircutle, ies. 

Oila. bishop of Bsieui, hli roblwry, 
■olntion, and murder, 13. 

Ogle, NBlhiniel, duth of, I5T. 

OsJe, idiniral, Sir CbHlanvr, death 
193. 

Ord, John, fiq., mayor, duthoT.II 

Ordpr ofcommon council mpeciing 
plague, 113. 



SUKikLoriL-burcli.eiTi Dan 

Ormond, Butter, ear] of. be] 
Orphan- bouu, Newci 



nNeoc 



[,15. 



St. t 




Ouulit 

d*y, «I6, S__ 
Oiwald, build) a church al lynrmoulh, 

kills Cedoetl and fain unnj. Q. 
OiMdda, St,, hMd remuved, 9. 
Oswald'*, St., church, Durham, 06. 
L, St., M 
ch af, 16 ; 

-- jeof.M. 
Olteitara, battle dF. Sa Hall 
OrJngbam, dresdfuliilujtion ot 

house at, 287. 
Oiiey'B, Mr., paUat, Sii ; 



Faine burnt In e(Bg!, 365. 

Palllwr, Sir Hugh, burnt in effigj, SU. 



1 Polish ai 



Psoii, generi 
SHS. 

Poiker, Mr., Robert, killed bya High. 
land aoldicr, SOS. 

Farkhunc's hospital, SS7. 

Fat^iDSDn, iMr., burnt, U7. 

Park cbapcl. Monkweannouih, 911. 

Famai ptcUid, a, 36^. 

Peace — ueaties, proclamallani, and re- 
joicings for, ld,37,S0,69,Ti, IH9, 190, 

SU), an. 

Pearson, George, medal to. 366. 
Peel, Hugb, coniicted of TrBUd, 3*3. 
Penances at Newcastle, AT; at Norton, 

79j at Durham. 1*8. 
Penda, king, baptised, atlempts to burn 

Bamborough,S, 6. 
Percy, Dr., 3S. 
Percy'scrou, 00. 
" rv-Janiily of, poata Alnwick, 33 ; 



lords I 



Norhi 



le's Cross, 45 ; a comminic 

i9; Henry madv an earl, gtitemor uT 

Berwick; 13; Sir Henry and f" 



IW; lord Haul 

presented with the freedom, SOb | 

Warkworth.aSi,SiH) earl and e 

Ireland, iiS; create-1 a duke, ~ . 
' ikeafCumlwrlaod, t 
deiwiiti medals, SSli deaib of th« ducb- 
vts, 3US; lord AlKernoii, 318: mar. 

SH>i repair^ Alnwiik' chunb, 9lli. 
dvdih ofih<!duke. 339 i duchcH u 
Hesinn ball, 315; duke prese 
boil to North Shields. 391. 

l'enther,achapelat.ilO. 

Petiiions, from Durbini and Nun 

berland, Sir Thomaa [ . . 

Barber surgeons', 101 ; from lb( ■ 
risons, IU3; from Newcastle, lOTska 
men's. 187 ; to que«a Aotie, ISl; I 
ligbUng and watchinfc, GU, Ul. 

Philosophical society of NewcasUr ' 
' ' Sunderland, 333. 



(enii lodge, Sunderland, 33 
kering.lBr. George, Sift. 



huge, a 



Han1epool,6S; Surtderbtd, II 

»Mcilyofa.Sa.' 
;, John, and hii f 



is folly, 116. 

n New» - ■- 



lUfl 



Pilkmglon, first Froteslant bidi^ 
Durham, grants a charier, 76. 

Pillory, erected, 3Si Simpsua ttaodi 
the, 118; at NewcaBle, '"" " — 
and Itlchardion stand ii _. _. . . 
John Hall sUnds in the, 153; Ji 
Rule, 106; Sutannah Plemiag. " 
Jesn Grey, SUS; ChrisUau Ua 
£8l;BwuiDaain,8S7. 

Pitman, a, buried alive, HO. 

PltnipD, strike of the, e&t. 

Pitt, right ban. William, freedcno to,SI 

Place, Mr. Fnncii^, It*. 

Flafruei, at Newcastle, £4, U. fi6. 68, ll 
7tl, 80, 8^, St, B«, B9. »9, 113, 1161 j 
Durbam. 57. HO, BS, Bi; at Uartlaf-' 
79; at Stnnlon, 8!; at Darling 
62, 99 ; at Gateshead, 9^9!' " 
Tynemouth, SO; at Wbickbani, I 



I'lsys, pi 
pl.y.hoi 



:rfornied 



: Newcaatla, INfl 
, it»; licenied, and n ~ 
rued, 3*6. 
tncaule, a Roman III 
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PoDicluid, king ADd army at, S5. 
P^itcullkwi, FiMtcrn gstc, 16; Ulack 

nta, 96 ; gaol gate at Durham, S98. 
PoitolBce at Gatcihcad, 890 Newcaa- 

^Mitra gfttc, Newcastle, 16. 
nticber, • female, 151. 
noaiuma granted by Newcastle, 297. 
PrHemtioni, miraculous Hutchinson's 
■pprentice, 119; Mr. Lambert, 825; 
two men, a girl, 247; Richard 
Tvisell, 866 ; DelsTars servant, 281 ; 
Weathcrley, 885 ; in the boat-house at 
Ofingham, 867; Joseph Smith, 879; 
i servant, 660; a gentleman at Ber- 
wick, 991. 

«VKender proclaimed, ISi. 

^'nter, a, taken into custody, 147. 

'Visonen, escape of, 102,186, 146, 147, 
158, 154, 164, 165, 166, 177, 164, 186, 
187, 801, 807, 861, 845, 850, 851. 

«^riTateer^i*the Antigallican, Heart of 
Oak, 815 ; French, 816. 

^h)cesBions, woollen manufacturers, 208; 
cordwainen, 858. 

Provisions, consumption of, 48. 

^rudboe castle besieged, 26. 

^bdaey, bishop, makes addition to the 
cathedral, erects a church at Darling. 
ton, grants a charter to Gateshead, 
builda Elvet bridge, the city wall, and 
part of the castle, and grants a charter, 
80; founds Sherburn hospiul, 21; 
causes a survey to be made, made earl 
of Northumberland, 22. 

Pryor, Mr. WUliam,22S. 

Punishments of Newcastle, 1U5. 

Purdy, two sisters, drowned, 379. 

Purse, king's, first run for, 206. 

a 

Quaker^George Faz founder of the, 
at Newcastle, 107; his reasoning;, 108; 
first meeting house, 109; trafiic in 
horses, 110; burial place of the, and 
first and last interments, George Lin> 
ton buried at Tynemouth, 112; 
twenty-sis cariied to Durham, 119; 
meeting house demoli.shed and fired, 
123; loyalty of the, 176 ncte. 

Quarter Sessions and common council 
held in the mansion house, 289, 240. 

Quay— town's wall on the, and stones of, 
2^, 252; low. crane and custom house 
on the, 251 ; women shave on the, 
373. 

Quay and Houses at North Shields, SO. 

Quebec, surrender of, and death of 
Wolfe, 226. 

Queen of Edward 1. at Tyncmoulh, 88 ; 
of Edward III. at Durham, 41 ; of 
Henry VI. at Tynemouth, 60; Mar- 
garet at the battle of Hexham, 62; 



Mary of ScoU, 73,74,76,77; Mary 
of England, 75; Elizabeth, 25, 75, 76. 
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77, 78, HO, 81 , 82, 88 ; Caroline, 148 ; 
Charloue, 235, 238. 

11. 

Ilaby castle, 53; besieged, and many 
killed, 102. 

Races, at Durham, 1 18 ; Killingworth, 
ISO; first gold lup run for, 139; first 
king*! purse run for, 20d; ground for 
the, 2 17; at Prestwick, 222. 

Radcliffe, earl of Derwentwater, joins 
the rebels, 1.<1S ; beheaded, 136; Charles 
escapes, 136 ; taken and beheaded^ 
184. 

Ragman, the. Roll, 40. 

Rams, exceuive, 25, 141, 145, 157, 881, 
859,863. 

Ramshaw, Jane, murdered, 854. 

Rape, a, three men commit, 207. 

Ravensworth's, lord, daughter married, 
213. 

Rebellions— of the earls, 77; of the 
Scots, 133, 171. 

Recusants' money, collectors of, 90. 

Redhead, Mr., accident to, 250. 

Reed, Mr., Joseph, 345. 

Rejoicings, UI, 143, 151, 152, 160, 166, 
168, 182, 1H9, 191,221,223, 224, 226, 
229, 230, 235, 238, 244, 269, 819, 822, 
345, 349, 350, 372, 384,390. 

Relations, nleep together, 884. 

Relief meeting house, 217. 

Rendezvous, miliury, 82, 85, 87, 48, 54, 
70, 73, 90, 175. 

Rcnwick, Elizabeth, murdered, 252. 

Revenues taken from Durham ; see re- 
stored, 101. 

Review, 375; and sham battle, 878. 

Revolution, centenary of the, 848. 

Reward for saying Amen, 192. 

Reynolds stabbed b^ Melville, 185. 

Richardson buried m his garden, 119. 

Richsrdson and Drown, tried for 
attempting to poison, 141. 

Richmond shilling, 25, 117. 

Riddell, Sir lliomas, 93; his mansion 
burnt, 180. 

Riddell, Mr., tried, 140. 

Riddell, Miss, marriage of, 364. 

RiiiLsr— bishop, 75; Richard, funeral 

. of, 158; alderman, addresses the mob, 
162; house struck, 166; his zeal, and 
monument, 171 note; Sir M. W. 
elected for Morpeth, 265; decorates 
StannJngton church, 292 ; made an al- 
derman, 298 ; freedom and prize shoe 
presented to, 801 ; roval thanks to, and 
death of, 812; Sir M. W. presents a 
portrait, 816 ; builds a lightliouse, 846; 
entertains the bowmen ofChevy Chase, 
862 ; his son attains his 21st jrear, 898. 

Ring, a, restored, 75 ; found in a fish, 
249. 

Riotsl-at Newcastle, 87, 168, 876; Sun- 
derland, 188, 179 nofe, 824; 
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IlurhtiD, 163 1 Ueiham.esl; Ber- 

«rick„ 361. 
Riuio, murder of, TR. 
Kowls— Morpeth, ISS; Cadiilp, 191; 

Shield^ aOS. 
Itobbf r, *, ditcotered b; • iwerp, 395. 
RatHon'i, Mr., mtchlnr, SM. 
Bobion, WilliaiD, ejected aod rsnored, 

ni. 



Robini 



on. hiDgoun of Newctslle, 1S9. 

Bockingfaun, morquiB oT, S2t9. 

Kodpe; •, admiral, rictorj, Six. 

Eodcs, Kabert, crccU the aieeple uf St. 
Nlcbolu, Bl ; hii death, Oi. 

RoniaD catholic* execuMd, SO, 81, 8i( 
chapela, 179, ISO, 387. 

Romani, (he, invade BHuin, 1 ; their 
walls and ■tationi on, i, 3; ncrtbem 
inhabiUQti deaertcd bj. 3; drincn by 
tlieS*ioii>,ii their •ralJ.SiS, 

Romaine, re T. Williadn, 37i. 

Botheram, Dr., 3U; rev John, OM. 

Royal tnarriages, 6t. 73, 885. 

Ku)t.<rorIb, Joh.1, tSS. 



Saint, Mr., Tbomat, ten. 

Salmon, gfest drsughu of. and cbeap, 

ill,?31,S£S,SS5, eU, £46, Sbl, SSI, 

aox,s*o. 

Sanctuarr, in Culhbert. 
SanderwD, Robert, 226. 

SiDdgilc HI fire to, 94; gaU pulled 

down, 390. 
Sandhill, ctatues on, lei.eaO; widened, 

38*: t ■■ ' — 



ntbari 



343. 

Scarcity ofersin, 79. 

Schools Bounded— at Newcaitle, 7S; 
Morpelh,?!; Berwick, 76, i IS ; Dar- 
liagtoD, 77. ISSi Houghton, 7ti; Hei- 
ham, SSi Heighington, B3; Bishop, 
auckland, 86i Sumfordbam, 113; 
Allendale. I^7l Gateihead, IST; St. 
Nicbolai, 129; St. John's. 130; Sc 
Andrew's, 130. 365; All Saintii, 131. 
llSj TriiiilT-boute, 133; Stockton, 
139, 337; Durham, 139; Ponteland, 
139; Hartlepool, 167; Sunderland, 
STT, Sit; Dissenlcra al Newcastle, 
sua : South Shields, £9S. 

Scots invade Northumberland and Dur. 
ham, 10. n, IS, IS, 13, £1, ib, 31, 
3*, 39, to, tS, 43, U, 68, 53, fii, 6S, 
57,69, 6a, 71, 71, 7a, 91, 9», 133; 



newcasiie, 94,91!. 
Scots rebellions, circumKantial 



t, 133, I 



-uitfulne 



Scott, SirP.flntm 

Scolt, Robert, a piper, marnan si, ci^nH 
Seaton Sluice harbour, £44. ^ 

Seeker, Ur. Thotnas, S36. V 

Seiton, a, digs hii own ^n, S51. ■ 

Schoolmatler, ut .Association. ^ 

Scroopc'i lord, effiBy, SSI. 
Sedgewick, Mr. William, £77. 
Scdgefleld, market granted to, S^U- i 
churcb.aS; alms house* at. 188; ra*r^-* 
againit time to, 161; image found, Sb-"^ 
Selbv.Ur. William, killed. 89. 
ShaAoe, Mrt., corpaa of, 194. 
Shafioe, Robert, esq. , marriaga of , £0t — 
Shamble* and tnaritct borne U Ali^- 

wick, £46 : at Hexham, £59. 
Sharks caught, £18, Sta, 339. 



Sheriff of Newcastle. fint.U. 

Sheriri court first held, £9fi. 

SuiiLD), South— allowed to bake, £7 ; 
chu[thBt,87; fortified, 93; carried b^ 
storm, 96; Sir William Uamiltoa 



SaiiLDs, NosTH— prior of Tjnemoutb, 
SO ; archbishop arrested at, 64 { markeli 

107; Church rebuilt. 111; ClifMi 

fort, lia; lighthouae* at, I4A; dock 
al, £04 ; Dockwraj Square, Ml ; har- 
bour blocked up. t9£ ; theatre at, SKI, 
SH4, 38Sj steeple and bclh, 3U; 
church rebuilt, 360; impress al, 3S7. 

Shieldfield fortified, 108. 

Ships cast away, lia, 337; weighed np^ 
and old anchor, £74 ; blown up, S£l. 

Ships, insurance* of, 313,314. 

Ships of war, 73, 173,176. 

Ships launched— tlie Runell, I9£i E. _ 
perlment, £03; Sotebay frigate, Stff I 
Sally, IVom Holy Island, £48 -" " 
Alnmouth, £aO; in Hiilgale, 
Syren frigate, 316; Bcllona frig 
313; Achille* frigate, 3£0 ; Argo 
ate, 320; Bucephalus frigate, 
Madona, S£3 ; Lord Duncan, r~ 
Tweedmouth,S88. 

Shoiton, Mr., accident to, £30. 

Sbol tower at Elswick, 383. 

Side.tbe, widened, 334. 

Silver, mines of, £6; ■bjppcd, 
block of, £76. 

Simson and othtrs hanged for I 
Effptiaii4,61. 




lMJIn.1 

aiiiibrjo«ph.ki 

SDilta'B, a, ibop I 

Snoeki for Ifca dddi of MfCMJt, U. 



SsciM;, ioBB of tk* cloi|7, 130 ; \awa- 

fanccof ifaip*,Sia^ 314; pnipaaulaD 

oftbonipri,aBS. 
SoUinmibol. M N««cmUc9I, 1B4, »0 ; 

Bwfek, 1S3, 1B6 ; MSandatlaiul, KB. 
SolMBB Ic^pw aod conDul, 1 IS. 
SeoMnn, toka of, uid lord! HiunfiKd 

■sd B ff^ liihiMliil.Oi. 
Bow, tto Anl nad. 96. 
Sp»k«.Mn., 



Spomwi* BoMBoori 
ArtDf Ovdni,eaiM! 
tniodrap ImUi and oi 



BtaDBiBflMa diurcfa di 
■tan,bfiilBg,ST,E9. 

EuMOOfJuMolI., 

SUrad Ic FMI, (bn 
8mm •Mdna, tfca fl 

tM*. l«t 



»1; CbvloJI. 



Tanker 



and fUr, SS ; plandarad, 
ftoaa MawcMU*. M : Hi 



V7iToU 



. _ 1, 118; almi 

, iiDi cbUTrii built, 13t : ■ 
dkUoet pariiii, IW; tollbooth takaa 
down, 17D) orsao, St7; bridge al, 
na,H6[fair, 770; Kround added to 
tba c«BMM7, f74 ; Tolualcm, SU ; 
" " - — -- ■ "^fhim.SlS. 



Stokoa, M ovL Nawton, and grant lo, 
1*1. 

ftot^V aod takiu of NawMKle, 96. 

Stofna b* land and iM, SA, 141 , 1 46, 1 to, 
is«; m, 159^ 164, IBS, 170, 104, we; 
S04, tl4, tlA, 8S4t MS, SM, CbB, H8, 
tSB, 176, nS, Ml, SSe, SOS. 906,910, 
S17, Ml, 8W, »7, 337, 34^ 34»,8M, 
an, SID, 971,373 379, »<3. 3N6, fOt. 

Blawall, lord, bto nrl; proHcicacj, 231. 

SualbBian, lady, of aga, «70. 

fltraali, li^lad and watcbad, S40, 141 ; 
Hoatej sod Dan, Srtt Tormcd, ^, 
SIS, SU; D*w, in OaMtbcad, 3U. 

St;)* altered, B04. 

SnlcidaB, at WItilaton, lU; EllnbMh 
Sharper, tSB; Un. Cbullon, ISft; 
Mr. Hani,10T ; Sunanah NldMbon, 
BM i Dr. Broim, aS9. 



SummoDi Ibr miUlaiT TaiMla. 
Sunderland, flrM tori of, 87. 



pier and li^it-bouie, 114; riot, 
pier, 1S9; cbuich eoiuacntcd, 
bn^ilal, 141 ; riot, 179 hM ; fUl 
lann, IBO; OMelJng-boiiK, 107; 
Coldnnith at, S07 ; boat npMl, 
am prinicr, 889; chapel. 847. 
■chaol, 877 ; lecidenl at, 
faouK, 314; llwatn, 314 



TnIuntHn,376,384; i 
SurUai' Aubone, ti ' 
Sniwcll, bopping i 
Swan, the unfoilui: 

Swccihop»Jnill wutied awaj, 274. 

SwlB dragoon*. ISa 

Sword Snt bora* before the nw]rar, U. 



chaHl,Si 
daugfatexa, 
xSI. 
■M Mr., 31 



TBnflcld,aith.l49;eb*Ml,199;coUi«rT 



1,86a, Hi 



'pel, I 
Scafe 



_ the ball ■1,347. 

il]e,«ulof, lord lieutenant, 16ft ; 
nueoDi' binb-danSl6,84S. 

Taw, Tbomai. ■ tumkej and hlon, Ibt. 

Teetfa, oU wonun gel new oaaa, lU, 884. 

T*iiipRanceKiclet*,origiaal, 187. 

Thaiikiginim ieS;l4l. 

Tbeuie, at Dinrbam,8aO,3A7, 966 ; Sua- 
dtrland, 314; North Shield*, 987,364, 
986 : Ikenae for, and new one opened 
at NewcaMic, 346; Loid UcUn|-B, 
357; Soutli Shield*, 8U; Berwick, 



TbomI 



1, Dr., 187; Mr*. 



lampaon, Hr. Ibi ., _. .. 
Tbortiuni Rooct, of Newcaitle, tfl. 
TboTDton, William, tm^, 175 sol*. 
Toad*, In a coal mlna, 906 i In BaTbla^ 

809; in ■toDe,SB4. 
Token*, Rogtr Dobaon'e, lit. 
Topham, Thomu, tba alraaf man, 156. 
Toatl, carl of Noctbumberlaad, II. 
Towton, battle of, 60. 
Train, Edward, an hermit, 961. 
Tnniportad Fbm, 901. 
Travelling, wowiv/W tktptdt ia, 138. 
Treatlc*, at Durtian, 19; NawGa«le,S7, 

59; Berwick, M; NMfaam,74. 
IVae, an imnMon,999. 
Trereljan, Sir John, prManii a pletura, 



Trial, 



by "•K'°lt >> 
t, ll4,1fiS; n 



, 89; Jirrow 



j raipaetlnii loll* and 
judn*' ml*hap, IM ; retail** to Haw- 
caitfa BOOT, 894, 899. 
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Kcppcll firtt of, SUi King Willimm 
IV.fr€€of,8&5. 

Trollop, Bir. John, outUtitd, b9i 

Ttollop, Robort, •ichitcct, fhinchiw to, 
107; lines upon, 106; curiooi letter 
ftoai,lli. 

IVacM, at NcwcMtlt, 40, 48,08; Aln- 
wick, 42; Berwick, 78. 

I^ifal, chapel at, moie, II. 

IWner, Dr, William, 77. 

Turnpikes, tec Roads. 

Twad d ell, John, esq., hunting, and coins 
ficNind, 889. 

Tweedmouth, delegates at, 89; chapel, 
319 ; ship launched, 808. 

Twin daughters christened, 888. 

TnriMouTH, chapels erected at, 5 ; mo- 
nastery, plundered, 8, 9 ; Makolm and 
his son interred at, Mowbray refounds 
and takes sanctuary in, 15, 16; rebuUt, 
18 ; prior of, 80; granU to the monks, 
King Edward I. his oOning, 88; 
queen resides at, a fair granted, judg- 
flsent giTen, and pillory in, ^; &• 
Leonard's hospital, queen of £dward 
1 1, at, baatsrd son buried, 87 ; collieries 
belonging to the priors, 41 ; John de, 
&8; monastery plundeied, 66; queen 
of Henry VI. lands at, 60 ; aldermen 
and people assemble to kill the prior 
of, 70 ; monastery surrendered, 72 ; pos- 
sessions of, fleet at, 78 ; king Charles 
visits, 88 ; forufied, 98; besieged and 
fdague at, 99; repaired, 101 ; prisoners 
•scape from, castle regained and colonel 
Lilbume decspiuted, 108 ; accident in 
the chapel st, 1 10 : chapel rebuilt, 111; 
prisoners escape from, 197, 815 ; bar- 
racks at, 821 ; antiquities found at, 
884 ; bells, 846. 

Tynemoutb, first esrl of, 120. 

Tynemoutb, John de, 58. 

TtNi Rivsa, conservatorship of, 86; 
moorinff of ships in, 48 ; flood in, 48 ; 
bishop Bury claims the south side of, 
44; charter for mooring ships in, 53; 
inquisition and conservatorship, 59, 
shores of the, 74; admiralty of, 84; 
oflTenders damaging, 87; navigable to 
Hexham, 131 ; judge slips into, 146; 
frozen over, 159, 897; machine for 
cleansing, 854; great flood in and 
bridf^es carried away, 883 ; boundaries, 
869. 

Ttnk Bridge, rencounter upon, 81 ; de- 
stroyed by Arc, 86 ; grant for repairs of, 
58 ; bishop Langley recovers one third 
of 57 ; hermit on, 58, 308 note ; re- 
paired, 874 ; carried away, 883 ; parch- 
mt'nt and coins found iu« 890; tempo- 
nry,29\ ; rebuilt and medal, 893; ske- 
leton found in, houses, shops and tow- 
ers on, 308 ; widened, 319. 

Tytory, ««e Glass. 

Xysack, see Glass. 



U. 
Ulster light dragoons, mutiny, 876. 
Umfreviie, Lecmard and Thomas, E ^1, 

168; WUliam,864. 
Union lodge of Free Masona, 896. 
Union tender, men mutiny, 810. 
Union insurance aode^, 818, 814. 
Urn% sec Coffina. 
Usher, Margaret and Hatilda Bor^, 

their promnation and penance, 57. 

V. 
Vane, Mr., nreaenu bells, 846. 
Vaughan, Sbaftoe, esq., 148. 
Vernon, admiral, rejoicings for, 160,166. 
Vessels launched, set Ships. 
Vessel, a, with anna, men and mooeyi 

94; keel to act as a ^n, 889. 
Vessels of war at Berwick, 173 ; wrecked 

at Holy Island, 176. 
Vessels wrecked, 887. 
'Vicarage House. Newcastle, 185. 
Viccars, Mr. Anthony, shot, 91. 
Volunteers, Newcastle. 171, 178, 880, 

876, 879, 889, 891, 894 ; Durham, 178, 

891 ; Berwick, 178; Stockton, 314; 

Sunderland, 876, 884; Darlington, SIM 

W. 

Wade, general, arrives, 174. 

Waggon-ways first used, 186. 

Wsffing battle, trial by, 89. 

Wsicher, bishop, murdered, 18. 

Wales, prince of, his marriage, 168 ; birth 
of the, 888. 

Walker, estate forfeited, 140; engine at, 
840. 

Wall, Roman, 8, 8, 848. 

Walls of Newcastle, 16; nightly watches 
upon, 56 ; head placed on, 57 ; breaches 
in, and account of, 97 no/e; levy to 
repair, 108; guns placed upon, 171, 
177 ; pulled down, 886 ; Paudon-gate, 
377; Close-gate, 386; Sandgate, 390 ; 
of the city of Durham, 17, 80, 88; of 
Hartlepool, 68. 

Wallace, William, invades Northumber- 
land, repulsed at Newcastle and Aln- 
wick, Berwick taken by, 31 ; Carbarn 
burnt by, his cruelties, 38; taken, 
tried, and hanged, S3. 

Walld ridge colliery won, 317. 

Wallis, rev. John, 367. 

Wallsend, 8, 3. 

Walton, Mr. George, drowned, 363. 

Warden general, 74L 

Warden, Scots encamp at, 19. 

Warden's Close, gate in the, 89 ; lunatic 
asylum, 854. 

Wark, convention at, 88; Henry 111. 
visits, 87 ; castle taken, 36 ; David and 
his army at, 43 ; besieged, 53 ; demo- 
lished, 54; taken and recovered, 58; 
taken, 60; besieged by the duke of 
Albany, 71. 
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Wark worth, monks at, 27; castle and 
hermitage, S8 ; lord, 2^4 ; Coquet near, 
changes its course, 250. 
War, against Spain, 158, 237; France, 

169, 214; America, 303. 
Water, conveyed, 101, 155; reserroiry 

277 ; conveyed, SII. 
Watson, Thomas, esq., M.P., 166. 
Watson, Mr. Robert, 210. 
Watson, Mr., drowned, 379. 
Wear river, frozen, 160; act, plan and sur- 
vey of, 227 ; bridge over the, 359, 368. 
Wearmouth, monastery, and glass first 
used at, 6 ; alms-house at, 139 ; dispen- 
sary at, 372. 
Weatherburn,WilIiam, his marriage, 209. 
Weatherley, Mr. Peter, dreadful situa- 
tion of, 285. 
Wells, John, issues tokens, 113. 
Wemys, earl of, buried, 214. 
Wesley, rev. John, 167. 
West Indies, subscribers and first ship to, 

203. 
Westgate, built, 59; prisoners escape 

from, 102, 
Westoe, meeting«house at, 818. 
Wetherald, R., first printer at Sunder- 

land, 239. 
Whales, 44, 158, 170, 224, 260, 3201 
Whale fishery, 200 ; first ship to the, 203. 
Whalton church repaired, 330. 
Whickham, extracts from the regirterof, 
98 ; plague and Cromwell at, 101 ; 
Bowes interred at, 229. 
Whistler, a noted, 268. 
Wbitaker, Dr., and rev. Sampson Oc- 
cam an Indian, missionaries, 263. 
White cross, 120, 295, 330, 334. 
White, Matthew, esq., 194; Sir M. 

White, 240. 
White, Thomas, esq., medal to, 348. 
White, Mr. John, 132,267. 
White Friars, 27, 28. 
Whitehead, William, 364. 
Whitaun week, victuals consumed du- 
ring, 48. 
Whittlngham, Dame, murdtred, 84. 
Wbittell, Thomas, 147. 
Wilkes and liberty, 271, 272. 
Wilkin, Mr. William, 809, 
Wilkinson, William, esq., 266. 
WiUnnaoD, Christopher, esq.ysbtriir, 291. 



William the Conqueror, at 

Fell, sends Robert Cumjn, marchea 

northwards, II, 12. 
William, king of Scots, besieges PnidlMW 

and Alnwick castles, taken prisoner, 91. 
William IV., freedom to, 855. 
William, prince of Gloucester, 874, 879. 
Willington colliery, 804,814. 
Wilson 5, George, marriage, 285. 
Wincomblee, a magasine at, 800. 
Wind, see Storms. 
Wine delivered, 86. 
Winlaton chapel, 117, 129. 
Witches,— of Hart, 79 ; Newcaatle, 108 

Gateshead, 105; Berwick, 105. 
Witton, castle founded at, 66; bridfft« 

244, 288, 345. 
Wolsingham bridge, 288, 291. 
Wolfe, general, killed, 226. 
Woodcock, diamond in a, 256. 
Wooler, church, 256 ; bridge, 859, 880. 
Woollen manufacturers* procession, 208. 
Woman, fruitfulness of a, 87; siog^v 

skeleton, 131 ; thrown into a pit, 216 ; 

killed by a bull, 239 ; saved by a dog, 

247; a very tall, 313; shave, 878; 

found in the rocks at Seaham,894. 
Woolsington house, a robber in, 896. 
Wooivtf a, in a woman's vaome, 87. 

Y. 

Yevering, andent name of, 6 ; battle of, 
57. 

York, parliament held at, 88 ; summoned 
to assemble at, 40; hostages at, 48; 
barons meet at, 43 ; archbiMiop of, ar- 
rested, 54 ; Edward duke of, gtanlt 
Suward le Peel, 54 ; Henry VIII. at, 
73; archbishop of, visits Newcastle, 
245; Richard Clark hanged at, 861; 
Frederick duke of arrives in Newcastle, 
made free, reviews the troops, and 
grand dinner to, 876; visits the camps, 
Sunderland, the bridge, barracks, re- 
views the volunteers, 876. 

Young, Arthur, whistkr, 868. 

Younghusband, Mr., and otben, drown- 
ed, 191. 

Z. 

ZioD chapel, Sunderland, 886. 
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